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CONFERENCE ON THE MOVE: A  LATIN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
A group f rom 15 c o u n t r i e s  a r r i v e d  i n  Montevideo on 21 February  and moved on
to Buenos A i r e s  a  week l a t e r .  T h e y  were t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  Argen t in ian  and
Uruguayan stages o f  a  conference c a l l e d  'Change -  t o  b u i l d  b r idges ,  new
l i ves ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between n a t i o n s ' .  I t  was organised by  MRA teams i n
Braz i l ,  Uruguay and Argen t ina .
In Buenos A i r e s  t h r e e  p u b l i c  meetings were co -cha i red  by  Nora Saraco ( 2 4 ) ,
Alejandra Cimato ( 2 6 )  and Marta C a s t e l l i  ( 2 3 ) .  O v e r  100 people  at tended
each meeting, and  were v i s i b l y  moved, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  consecut ive
cont r ibu t ions  o f  Horacio Ben i tez ,  a  ve teran f rom t h e  Malv inas war,  and  Tom
Jones, a n  Englishman who had v i s i t e d  Argen t ina  a f t e r  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  A  h a l f -
page a r t i c l e  about t h e  conference appeared i n  t h e  Buenos A i r e s  Hera ld  ( t h e
English d a i l y ) ;  and  t h e  German newspaper a l s o  c a r r i e d  a  s t o r y.  T h e
challenge now i s  t o  keep up  t h e  con tac ts  and t o  go deep i n t o  t h e
Argent in ian s p i r i t .
Ea r l i e r  i n  February,  150  peop le  crowded i n t o  t h e  MRA P e t r o p o l i s  Centre f o r
a meeting l e d  by  Mercio de  Souza, who comes f rom a  f a v e l a  where t h e  wooden
shacks have been t ransformed i n t o  decent b r i c k  homes. T h e  ga ther ing
brought t oge the r  e l ec ted  leaders  o f  R i o ' s  f a v e l a  communit ies, t a x i
cooperatives and un ions ,  w i t h  businessmen and p o l i t i c i a n s .
Paulo Manoel P r o t å s i o ,  P res i den t  o f  t h e  Commercial A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R io  de
Janeiro S ta te  and one o f  B r a z i l ' s  foremost  employers, addressed t h e
meeting. ' T o  develop ou r  coun t r y  we must b r i n g  t oge the r  t h e  oppos i tes  o f
soc iety  -  as  has been done h e r e , '  h e  s a i d .

Luis & Evelyn Pu ig ,  D a n i e l y  A s s i s ,  Mar ta  C a s t e l l i

VISIT TO BELGRADE
B i l l  P o r t e r  and I  v i s i t e d  Belgrade r e c e n t l y  a t  t h e  suggest ion o f  t h e  D j i l a s
fami l y,  who want Serbs t o  exper ience Caux. T h e y  helped g r e a t l y,  a s  d i d  t h e
re la t i ves  o f  B i l l ' s  l a t e  w i f e  Sonja,  who came f rom Yugos lav ia .
The mood i n  Belgrade i s  remin iscen t  o f  Rhodesia under I a n  Smi th :  de fens i ve ,
n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and convinced t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  consp i racy  aga ins t  Serb ia ,
espec ia l ly  i n  t h e  Western media. Y e t  everywhere we were rece ived  w i t h
f r iendsh ip ,  meet ing about  70 people -  e d i t o r s ,  academics, p o l i t i c i a n s  ( b o t h
fo r  and aga ins t  t h e  Government), businessmen and bankers.  T h e r e  a re  good
prospects t h a t  s i x  o r  seven may ge t  t o  Caux, p rov i ded  t h e  obs tac le  o f
sanctions and run -away i n f l a t i o n  (200% i n  February a lone)  can  be  overcome.
The g rea tes t  h e l p  we can g i v e  a t  t h i s  s tage  may be t o  h e l p  them ou t  o f
t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n .  A r c h i e  Mackenzie

WHEELING INTO LVOV
Af te r  meeting t h e  d i sab led  people  a t  t h e  MRA conference i n  Lvov l a s t  y e a r,
we decided t o  r a i s e  suppor t  f o r  such people .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  o u r
Polish f r i e n d s ,  a  f i r s t  l o a d  o f  n ine  wheelchai rs  and o t h e r  equipment
arr ived i n  Lvov t h i s  month. I t  was d e l i v e r e d  b y  o u r  son Jan-Wi l lem,
together w i t h  Wanda Tarnawska, Marzena Kec ik ,  and  Mike and Karyn Lowe. W e
plan another  d e l i v e r y  i n  May/June. K e e s  and Mar ina Schei jgrond



COLOMBIAN INITIATIVES
In Colombia, w a r  i s  be ing  waged aga ins t  t h e  Mede l l i n  d rug  c a r t e l .  A  new
c o n s t i t u t i o n  has empowered a  spec ia l  p rosecu to r  t o  t a c k l e  c o r r u p t i o n .  A
former mayor and 13 c o u n c i l l o r s  o f  Bogota a re  i n  p r i s o n .  E v e r y b o d y
discusses moral v a l u e s .
During o u r  v i s i t  t h e r e  we t o o k  p a r t  i n  two MRA conferences.  A t  t h e  f i r s t ,
on ' v a l u e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n ' ,  a  panel o f  two p r e s i d e n t i a l  cand ida tes
and f o u r  ex -cab ine t  m i n i s t e r s  answered ques t ions  f rom an audience o f  40.
The second was a  day- long  conference on f a m i l y  va lues ,  a t t ended  by  70
people. P e t e r  and Digna Hintzen

CAMBODIAN SEMINAR UPDATE
Alain Ta t e  and David Channer a r e  i n  Phnom Penh, p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h i s  month 's
MRA seminar.  M r  Yasushi Akash i ,  t h e  head o f  UNTAC, w r i t e s :  ' I  am ve ry  much
encouraged w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and approach i n  t h e  programme o f  t h e  seminar,
which seems t o  be t i m e l y  and p e r t i n e n t  t o  t o d a y ' s  Cambodia. A d v o c a t i n g  a
non-v io lent  approach i n  t h e  peace process i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  a t  t h i s
juncture .  I t  would be  a  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  f o r  Cambodian peop le  t o  share t h e
precious and va luab le  exper ience your  o rgan i sa t i on  and s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p
has achieved so  f a r  a l l  o v e r  t h e  wor ld ,  t o  b r i n g  about  peace and
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  among t h e  people  i n  war  devastated a r e a s . '
World V i s i o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  has  con t r i bu ted  $5,000 towards t h e  cos t s  o f  t h e
seminar. O t h e r  generous donat ions have inc luded  $5,000 f r om MRA i n  t h e
USA. M a y  we ask  your  p rayers  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  expenses, and  f o r  t h e
whole venture? Y u k i h i s a  F u j i t a

EXPRESSIONS OF CALLING
In A p r i l  1991,  a f t e r  a lmost  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  research work,  I  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r
to t h e  Secre tary  o f  t h e  Oxford Group s e t t i n g  o u t  what I  sense i s  my
c a l l i n g .  I  s a i d  I  hoped i t  would prove p o s s i b l e  t o  in terweave per iods  o f
f u l l - t i m e  work w i t h  pe r i ods  o f  research r e l e v a n t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t r o p i c a l
countr ies -  and t h a t  t h e  one cou ld  enhance t h e  o t h e r.  I  t h e n  j o i n e d  t h e
'MRA Produc t ions '  and  F o r  A Change programmes, wh ich  I  g r e a t l y  enjoyed.
I conclude t h a t  two  elements may be impor tan t  f o r  any f u l l - t i m e  worker :  ( a )
a programme which g i v e s  you r  l i f e  a  minimum amount o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  an
obvious d i r e c t i o n ;  ( b )  a  group o f  people w i t h  whom you have a  n a t u r a l
a f f i n i t y  o u t s i d e  t h e  MRA c i r c l e ,  and  t o  whom you can o f f e r  f r i e n d s h i p .
I see  ( b )  -  personal  work  -  a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  MRA, and  d e f i n e  i t  s imp l y  as
the o f f e r i n g  o f  a  q u a l i t y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  which l e a d s  t o  s p i r i t u a l  g rowth ,
and so  t o  hea l i ng  and change. A p p l y i n g  ( b )  i n  a  j o b  may, f o r  many
ind i v i dua l s ,  b e  an e s s e n t i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  work.
I am g r a t e f u l  t o  have a  c a l l i n g  which a l l o w s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  f u l l - t i m e
work w i t h  s p e l l s  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  t a k e  me i n t o  another  domain o f  ope ra t i on .
I t  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  b r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and  a l s o  f r e s h  pe rspec t i ves ,
from one scene t o  t h e  o t h e r.  I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  v a l i d ,  complementary and
hopefu l ly  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a  t o t a l l y  f u l l - t i m e  o r  t o t a l l y  j o b -o r i en ted
cal l ing.  A l a n  Channer

'A NEW CONSCIOUSNESS'
One o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  best-known p rovoca t i ve  church m i n i s t e r s  has j u s t  v i s i t e d
Canberra a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  MRA. J o h n  Smi th  came t o  Caux l a s t  yea r,  and
i t  gave h im ' a  whole new consciousness o f  many i s s u e s ' ,  h e  says .  T V ,  r a d i o
and t h e  press  c a r r i e d  news o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  Canberra, and  400 peop le  came t o
hear h im speak a t  two  d i f f e r e n t  occasions.  J o h n  Bond
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SLOVAK DOCTORS
When we t a l k e d  i n  Caux l a s t  summer w i t h  D r  Joseph Glasa f rom Slovak ia ,  we
began t o  see t h a t  we i n  t h e  West can h e l p  Eastern Europe achieve s t a b l e
development b y  g e t t i n g  t o  know our  coun te rpar ts  i n  those  coun t r i es ,  and
working w i t h  those  who a r e  concerned about  e t h i c a l  i s s u e s .
Dr Glasa i s  a c t i v e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  medical e t h i c s  courses i n  S lovak ia .  W e
i n v i t e d  h im and h i s  co l league ,  D r  M i ros lav  M iko las i k ,  t o  B r i t a i n  f o r  two
weeks l a s t  month. A t  recep t i ons  and meetings i n  Glasgow, Edinburgh,  S t
Andrews, London and Birmingham, t h e y  t a l k e d  w i t h  people s e n i o r  i n  medic ine,
diplomacy, and  academia, and  o the rs  f r om MRA. A s  one r e s u l t ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r
of a  respected medical e t h i c s  cen t re  and two s e n i o r  co l leagues w i l l  speak
at an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  course  on medical e t h i c s  i n  B r a t i s l a v a .  A  f u l l  r e p o r t
is a v a i l a b l e  on reques t .  S h e i l a  & E r i c  Andren

FOR A CHANGE -  THE NEXT FIVE YEARS?
I t  w i l l  soon be  s i x  years  s i n c e  F o r  A Change began. I t  has been a  major
means o f  outreach f o r  MRA i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  Engl ish-speaking wor ld .

AD, H o w e v e r ,  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  have remained s t a t i c  a t  around 4 ,700 cop ies ,  o f
which 1,700 a r e  pa id  f o r  b y  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  and  t h e  r e s t  sponsored by
ind i v idua ls  and MRA bod ies .  I n  s p i t e  o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  r a i s e  t h e
subscr ip t ion  l e v e l ,  n o  progress has been made. B u t  thanks  t o  generous
g i f t s ,  FAC more o r  l e s s  b roke  even f i n a n c i a l l y  l a s t  y e a r.
In l a t e  A p r i l  a  group w i l l  meet near  London t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  magazine's
fu tu re .  W e  be l i eve  we shou ld  t a k e  a  f i v e - y e a r  v i e w.  T h e  op t i ons  a re  ( a )
to cont inue  as  a t  p resen t ,  ( b )  t o  cease p u b l i c a t i o n ,  o r  ( c )  t o  change
formula, f o r m a t ,  f requency  and /o r  s i z e .  W e  would welcome everyone's
thought, s o  t h a t  we can make dec is ions  based on t h e  w ides t  consu l t a t i on
possible.  P l e a s e  cou ld  you w r i t e  t o  me by  Easter  ( 6 9  V i c t o r i a  Road, Ox fo rd
0X2 7QG). A  d iscuss ion  document i s  a v a i l a b l e .  E d w a r d  Peters

EDITORS IDENTIFY NEEDS
Eight e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  MRA p e r i o d i c a l s  Caux In fo rmat ion ,  Changer, F o r  A
Change and Nieuw Wereld Nieuws spent a  day toge the r  i n  t h e  new MRA o f f i c e
in Boulogne near  P a r i s  i n  March. A f t e r  an exchange on a ims,  e d i t o r i a l
phi losophies,  f i n a n c i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and promot ion o f  o u r  respec t i ve
magazines, we addressed some immediate ques t ions :  o u r  need t o  co-operate
bet te r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  and e d i t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  t o  cover  t h e
Caux conferences b e t t e r ,  and  t o  f i n d  someone ( v o l u n t a r y  o r  p a i d )  t o  do t h e
most necessary photo l a b  work dur ing  t h e  summer i n  Caux. W e  hope we can
f i nd  s o l u t i o n s  be fo re  t h i s  y e a r ' s  conferences. P h i l i p p e  Lasserre

A NOTE FROM THE WORLD BULLETIN EDITORS
The World B u l l e t i n  serves  a  f a r - f l u n g  f e l l o w s h i p ;  and  those  who va lue  i t
most a r e  those who a r e  most i s o l a t e d .  E a c h  month we t r y  t o  produce f o u r
pages o f  news, i d e a s  and thought -provoking ques t ions ,  and  thereby  he lp
bu i ld  a  sense o f  common h e a r t  and d i r e c t i o n .  W h e n  you have something you
th ink  might  i n t e r e s t  o t h e r s ,  p lease  do  j o t  i t  down and l e t  us  have i t .
These pages can o n l y  h a z i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  myr iad s h a f t s  o f  l i g h t  which emerge
from t h i s  diamond which we c a l l  MRA; b u t  t h e  more we cap tu re ,  t h e  more w i l l
we f i n d  a  comradeship across  t h e  wor ld ,  and  t h e  hope and courage t h a t
springs there f rom.
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FACTS ON FAXES, PHONES AND ADDRESSES
France: The MRA home and t h e  MRA o f f i c e  i n  t h e  P a r i s  a rea  a r e  now loca ted
at t h e  same address: 2 2 ,  avenue Robert  Schuman, 92100 BOULOGNE—BILLANCOURT,
FRANCE. Te l ( o f f i c e ) :  + 3 3  1 41 1 0  40 50 .  F a x :  +33  1 41  1 0  80 67 .
Tel(home): +33 1 41 1 0  40 55  ( n o t  41 1 0  40 60 a s  wrong ly  announced t o  many
of you b y  f a x  on March 3 ) .  P l e a s e  do n o t  use e i t h e r  t h e  o l d  address o r
phone number o f  t h e  MRA O f f i c e .
India:  A s i a  P la teau now has a  f a x :  + 9 1  2168 40004.
Braz i l :  The  Vogels 'address i s  now: Anexo I V,  Gabinente 327, Congresso
Federal, 70160-900 B r a s i l i a ,  OF,  B r a z i l .  P h o n e :  +55  61 318 5327. F a x :  +55
61 318 2347.

The dead l ine  f o r  t h e  nex t  B u l l e t i n  i s  Thursday, A p r i l  15 ,  1993.
John Bond
38 Wisdom S t r e e t
Hughes A C T  2605
Aus t ra l i a
Tel :  +61 6  281 0940

Fax: +61 6  285 3616

Andrew Lancaster
10 Dooley P lace
Curt in A C T  2605
Aus t ra l i a
Te l :  +61 6  281 2107
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