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FOUNDATIONS FOR FREEDOM
A Foundations for Freedom Regional Meeting in
Krakow, Poland, over New Year brought together 40
young people from Central and Eastern Europe —
and a few from other countries — for fellowship,
commitment-strengthening, and looking ahead.
They came from Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine,
Russia, Croatia, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Poland, Germany, Holland, Britain, Kenya and
Jamaica. Nearly all had taken part in FFF courses

"0  ̂ i n  their own countries or in Britain.
The first FFF 'Visiting Course' of 1996 is currently
taking place in Estonia at the initiative of a student
who took part in the 1994 International Course.
We would be very grateful for prayers for the
funding for our continuing programme in 1996. Our
budget is £80,000 of which the first £5,000 is
needed immediately.

Edward Peters

COMMUNICATIONS FORUM IN POLAND
The International Communications Forum in Poland
in December brought together 35 Polish journalists
and 20 media people from other countries, including
Albania, the Czech Republic and Lithuania. The
invitation committee included the Association of
Polish Journalists (SDP), the Polish Association of
Newspaper Publishers and the Catholic Information
Agency. The forum took place at the SDP's
conference centre.
In a debate on 'Free society: free media: free
journalists', the Editor-in-Chief of the daily Sztandar,
Michale Komar, who is President of the Newspaper
Editors' Association, expressed anxiety that
constraints might be put on the media, now that the
Presidency, the Premiership and Parliament are all
in former communist hands. This was discounted
by the President of the SDP, Andrzej Sawicki, who
considered that private ownership was here to stay
and the situation was far removed from the days
when editors were State lackeys. D r  Jara
Moserovå, playwright and President of UNESCO in
the Czech Republic, said, however, that journalists
always need personal courage to stand for truth, a
view strongly supported by Michael Finley,
Governor of the International Press Foundation.

The conference studied a new media charter written
by a committee of journalists headed by the Primate
of Poland's chaplain to the intellectual community,
and already agreed by the national councils of 14
media associations. Participants also saw the video
For the Love of Tomorrow in Polish.
In wide-ranging discussions, new relationships were
built. A  Polish war correspondent to Bosnia said, 'I
take hope from friendships I have formed here with
journalists from other countries.'
The event was largely funded by the Government
Press Office and the participants were welcomed at
a reception in the Palace of the Council of
Ministers. Participants were invited to future Forum
events: Budapest, 29 March to April 1; Caux, 23-28
July; and Sydney, 25-29 October.

Hugh Nowell

SILENCE, SNOW & FELLOWSHIP IN NORWAY
Over 50 young Scandinavians — with a sprinkling
from Latvia, Russia, Britain and beyond — spent
New Year together in the Lia Gard retreat centre
near Koppang, Norway. The daily schedule
included silence, deep fellowship, sorties on ski,
sledge or foot for those hardy enough to cope with
temperatures down to minus 20, uproarious games
and ended with prayer in the centre's tiny chapel.
The core group behind the camp have started every
new year together since the days of the
Scandinavian review. I t  was moving to see the
strength of their faith and the way they have
supported each other through the ups and downs of
life, while keeping their doors open to newcomers.

Mary Lean

PERSPECTIVE AMIDST SAND AND SURF
The fourth annual Teenage Camp ran this year from
January 8-14 on the New South Wales coast.
There was plenty of sun, sand and surf, but we also
had plenty of opportunity to explore the overall
theme of the camp — Life From a Different
Perspective. Two visiting speakers were John
Bond, from Canberra, and Tom Slockee, a
respected local Aboriginal. I  was struck by a quote
John gave from a chant of the Osages First Nation,








