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Dear friends,

At the start of another summer of conferences here in Caux, our
thoughts reach out to you all across the world. This time together
will not be .lust rich in blessings for us, nor yet the celebration of
an anniversary alone, but a time given by God for the sake of a world
in great need, no less than at that first conference 40 years ago. The
fact that the first eight days are being hosted with such depth and
harmony by French and Germans together heightens our expectation that
God intends to apply their hard-won secrets of reconciliation to the
toughest and most dangerous divisions of today's world.

Promise and expectancy are hard to define and quantify, yet they
are very real for us here after these first days. 'Glory be to Him
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine,' (Eph.3,20). This beginning has indeed been more than we
could imagine. So many prayers have been answered that it takes your
breath away I

Rightly or wrongly, we don't record the church services here. But
on Sunday 6th we had a stirring message and prayers from one of our
local ministers. Then yesterday, Jean Piguet gave us a profound and
deeply felt sermon on the Biblical significance of the figure 40. The
president of our local government (see the accompanying news story)
made a humorous reference on the Saturday to the dangers of putting on
weight, and the natural time in a man's life of evaluating the distance
run, and the targets to fix ahead. Jean spoke of the years in the
dessert for the people of Israel, and of the great promise at the end
of the time of testing. He spoke too of the heavy responsibility of
carrying on the message that Frank Buchman in turn had inherited from
others.

I cannot put off any longer my poor attempt to describe Saturday.
It was beyond our dreams, but there are so many pieces to the puzzle,
and I'm afraid I only see a small part of it. 250 guests from outside
the conference pouring in for tea and the 5pm event; figures of note
and neighbours from the village; ambassadors and diplomats and the
postmaster and his wife; 'Mr. Gardener' from the well-known Swiss radio
phone-in programme, and his wife, the head of the canton's farming
women; many old friends here for the first time in years; one bed un
allocated in all our buildings.

A great hall full to bursting, with the doors at the back open,
and people seated down the main corridor and in room 401. The
morning's weather forecast of rain proving royally wrong, and a host of
people sitting out on the terrace as the sun went down. Sally Purvis
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