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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 25th July, 1988

Dear Friends,

On Wednesday last week, as the youth training session was starting,
*Le Monde', the most influential newspaper in the French-speaking world
came out with a major three-column article on Caux and MRA, by their
religious correspondent, Henri Tincq. Under the headline 'The City of
Utopia', he writes, 'This is the place where since 1946 a thousand and
one links have been forged in a kind of parallel diplomacy, apparently
unstructured, which counts on the human heart rather than on the weight
of arms to resolve conflicts and bring the world closer together.'

At fifty years old. Moral Re-Armament 'has aged well', Tincq says.
He talks of the disciplines of absolute moral standards, what he calls
the 'magic circle', and of listening. He gives a host of examples of
MRA at work, from the Franco-German reconciliation to Zimbabwe, to India
and the Lebanon. He notes MRA's teaching: 'one example of the fight
against corruption is worth more than a thousand moralising speeches on
the subject'. He goes on, 'Neither boy scouts of peace nor policemen of
a new moral order, those committed to Moral Re-Armament have no
intention of competing with anyone; on the contrary, they want to offer
auxiliary troops for the churches, for political parties, for
diplomats.'

He concludes, 'Examples of a "turnaround" like that of Sadat
towards Israel, are rare in international relations. At the risk of
being regarded as dreamer or idealist. Moral Re-Armament remains
incorrigibly optimistic that they can happen. "One way to reverse the
tide of history is to touch and change the motivations of people," says
Michel Koechlin, one of the French working with Moral Re-Armament. A
conviction which, from 1938 until 1988, has not developed one wrinkle.'

The article has already provoked many letters and 'phone calls,
since it gives the MRA addresses in France and at Caux. A further 16
Swiss articles and press cuttings now grace the third floor corridor
here, and we continue to get 'phone calls from the media, asking for
more information.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, we are at a vital stage in the youth
conference, with many on the brink of important decisions. Do please
pray for the miracles that are so close, I feel. The first evening of
the session saw us drawing lots to eat in the cafeteria, and getting to
know each other. Then, after coffee at tables in the Great Hall (now a
regular feature of these sessions), there were reports in slides from
actions during the year by young people in the USA, Costa Rica and
Morocco. The days again start with a 'daybreaker' meeting, with a short
input on 'spiritual life as a journey', followed by a time of quiet
for all, before breakfast.
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