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Dear Friends,

As I sit down to start writing, I can hear the distant sounds of a
band, the thump, thump, thump of a bass drum. But this isn't an
enthusiastic pop group, a left-over from the just-finished youth
session, it is the Swiss way of celebrating their national day (with the
support of Pauline Strongman, an honorary member of the 'Fanfare de
Glion'). They celebrate by getting up even earlier to play for their
neighbours, before going to work - today is not a holiday, people may
have the afternoon off at most I

On Saturday morning, the youth session ended, with a long silence,
and then a flow of decisions shared. Two of us in the translation

cabin, knowing that one young woman was wanting to share something, were
praying fervently that she'd find the courage. 'I want to get rid of
the feeling of being alone with a decision to give my life to God,' she
said. She was so happy, she said, and yet so afraid too. She went on,
'It was like someone talking to me, asking me questions about my
friends. "Try to say to your friends 'fear not'; don't try to live your
life your own way, but put it into my hands. Trust me. You doubt
yourself, not me. Try to understand that I won't ask of you more than
you can give." I thought about it and said "yes".' She had again started
to doubt, and there'd been a fight between her own will and God's, she
said, but she had cemented the decision on her knees in the chapel.

A Lebanese girl appeared on the stage with a trolley and coffee on
it, which she served to her Lebanese friends as she called them up to
speak or to sing - a highly original way to help them over their stage
fright. A Palestinian Arab, living in the USA, joined them. 'I live
far away, but I still care,' she said. 'It is hard to be an Arab in the
Western world, but it is a privilege to be a bridge. This time has
given me new hope for peace. I want to be part of a continuing trend
towards understanding.' A Lebanese apologised to the Palestinian for her
prejudice against the Palestinians, whom she and many others felt were
responsible for many of the problems of the Lebanon. One of the largest
national groups in the session, the dozen Lebanese made a powerful
impact, and made sure that the reality of a suffering world was never
far from our thoughts.

An Indian spoke of his longing for reconciliation with Pakistan,
and his determination to come back with a Pakistani friend. Another

girl talked of her decision to write to an estranged cousin. A Swiss
student got everyone laughing when he talked of how he dealt with
temptation - by giving himself a slap on the cheek, at least in thought I
'You can't cheat with your inner voice,' said a young Frenchman, who
questioned the point of absolute moral standards, but then went on to
conclude that they were a help when no thoughts came, and you needed a
steer. The children have also picked up some of the spirit. V/e heard
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