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Dear Friends,

The captains and the kings (of industry) depart...the season of
farewells and fresh touches of snow on the Dents du Midi has come again.
And what a rich summer it has been, what a privilege for those of us who
have been able to be here. We have been stretched, but stretched closer
to God as rarely or never before. One friend the other day said that
memories in Caux were like drops of rain on the windscreen of a car -
constantly wiped away by the sweep of the windscreen-wipers, and the flow
of new experiences and people. Day gives way to day, week to week, and
fades into a blur, but though weary, we thank God with full hearts for
all that He has given, joy and pain, the life and the taking of life.

Participants in this year's Round Table described it as a turning
point. For the Japanese like Mr. Kaku, head of Canon, here for the
second time, there was an increasing involvement in world issues: the
future of China, the development of the Third World. Trust, under
standing of the complex trade and financial issues, and a readiness to
take up full global responsibilities all grew. But what stood out was
their recognition that what made this gathering unique was 'the spirit of
Caux', defined as the search for what is right, not who is right.
Several of the participants stayed on for the week of the industrial
session, and one couple have offered to stay on for a day or two to help
clear up the house after the conferences! We are again led to re-
evaluate this place, and that nebulous but precious quality, made up in
part of a care that money alone cannot buy, which affects and infects so
many of those who come here.

Last year. Cardinal Etchegaray, the President of the Vatican's
Justice and Peace Commission visited Caux for a few hours. This year,
Monseigneur Jorge Mejia, the Argentine Vice-President of the Commission
was one of the guest speakers on the theme of 'Men, money and morality'.
He also took part in an on-going informal dialogue on the problem of the
Third World debt, which included economists and bankers. Arnold Smith,
Canadian former Secretary-General of the Commonwealth was another
distinguished participant. M. Jean-Loup Dherse, a consultant director
to the group building the Channel tunnel and a leading catholic layman,
spoke movingly of the way we all secrete our own shells, like lobsters,
to protect ourselves. But growth demands that we break out of the shell,
and realise that we have no backbone, we need God to stand up straight.

Serge Borel must have thrilled above to the jazz evening in the
great hall supplied by the 'Schorndorfer All Stars'. Many were dancing
in the spaces between the chairs and tables. Hugh Steadman Williams' new
play 'Liberation' was given a final performance of the summer to a full
and appreciative house in the theatre. There was an evening of magic.
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