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Dear Friends,

Alas, no weather report this week. Your usual cloud watcher, Andrew,
has headed off to the mountains with 13 teenagers for this year's mountain
camp. Fortunately he left a few notes to give his deputy a head start....

The caravanserai of Caux creaks and bulges at the seams. The July bed-
night total is already well up on last year - by nearly 500 (check with Jean
Fiaux) . The average housecount for the past seven days has been 473, and we
reached 536 on Saturday night for the start of the African, Asian and
Pacific session. During the last few days the turnover of people has been
such that the valiant housekeepers have sometimes almost been waiting
outside the rooms of departing guests to clean them for same-day arrivals.

Many Mediterranean friends have been leaving. A Greek Cypriot,
encouraged by his wife waiting in the car, delayed his departure by half an
hour to seek out a Turkish Cypriot who had felt hurt by something he had
said, and talk it out. Meanwhile most of the Lebanese have stayed on,
meeting daily among themselves as well as taking a full part in the whole
conference.

42 Poles have been here, in two groups. 38 of them were invited by
Wiesek and Marzena Kecik, leaders in Rural Solidarity. Three priests have
come, one sent by his Bishop. Also academics, students, farmers, engineers
and a film director. On their arrival, a Polish woman who is spending the
whole summer here marched them all off to Kath Moir's 'work table' to sign
up for the practical work. One of them later confessed that he was peeling
potatoes for the first time in his life.

'We have seen here signs of God's love for us,' one of them said,
adding, 'We need to change, and deeply. We must give our lives to God, and
commit ourselves to His plan.' Another remarked, 'Here in Caux one finds the
truth about oneself.' After the Polish premiere of 'For the love of
tomorrow', a Polish priest commented, 'As a priest, I agree with it
entirely, but some of the people find it a bit difficult.'

Indeed, change and reconciliation can never come cheaply. We think and
pray for our friends in Paris at work behind the scenes of the international
conference on Cambodia. We marvel at the way they have already been used to
bring together representatives of the different parties to the conflict and
the conference, and the way that one man, Daniel Dommel, who has put the aim
of service before success in his career, has been able to play a key part.

A little more about the Dialogue on the Preservation of Creation last
weekend. It allowed a deep exchange of views and convictions between people
who would normally never meet - scientists, theologians, politicians,
industrialists, journalists, young people. For instance Professor
Weisskopf, a theoretical physicist from the team around Einstein and Bohr,
had profound discussions not only with his old friend Cardinal Koenig, but
also a group of young researchers from France, Germany and Holland. The
spokesman for ecological affairs of the government party in the Bundestag in
Bonn, Dr Laufs, expressed the desire to participate in the next Development
Dialogue in Panchgani at the end of this year; this was after talks with
Alan Porteous and Mohan Bhagwandas, and seeing their fine slide presentation
of the remarkable reforestation programme at Asia Plateau.




