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In the Shadow of

a Mushroom

A sHADOW broods over the earth. It is shaped like a mushroom,
and underneath it men are chilled with fear. You can get so used
to a shadow that you no longer notice it—or you can ignore it
and see nothing but the sunshine.

But the shadow of a mushroom still hangs over the earth and
over every living thing upon it.

It will only disappear when its prime cause disappears; and that
cause is our own fear and weakness.

We are standing at the beginning of an epoch in history. Two
world wars and vast technical developments have revolutionized
the relations between peoples and states, and the social conditions
under which humanity must live.

Previously distance isolated us in our own corners of the world.

Now we have abolished distance. Wireless and television bring
us all together in one room. A plane can fly at such speed that it
will sometimes land earlier than it started. Time has lost its
meaning.

Everywhere on this globe, mankind will more and more enjoy
the same material benefits.

The era of domination by the white race is finished. They share
their technical knowledge, their implements and machinery—and
their weapons of war—with all nations.

The colonial age nears its close.

We are on the eve of a great fusion of world civilizations—in
the material, intellectual and religious spheres.

Yet, over every continentand people hangs the fiery mushroom.

9
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There is in human nature an instinctive urge to destroy, an
aggressive tendency. History tells us how this impulse has domin-
ated mankind, and of the suffering it has caused. But it is only now
that it threatens to bring about the complete annihilation of
humanity. For it is only now that science has created forces whose
strength is incalculable. There is no longer any limit to the possi-
bilities of destruction.

But we have not developed moral qualities that can control the
destructive forces or change the urge to destruction in us.

Our generation must find a new form of social life which can
establish confidence between people and cancel their fear and
mistrust,

Never before have the motive forces in human nature made
such demands upon the foresight and understanding of statesmen,
upon their creative ability, their humility and devotion. Above
all statesmen are called upon to believe in the possibility of changing
human nature—to have faith in what God can do in the heart of man.

It should not be difficult to see that the structure of the twentieth
century calls for a new attitude and a different pattern of human
relations.

It should also be casy to convince people that the confidence
which needs to be created between nations must be founded on a
common moral assessment of values.

The East and the West differ widely in their customs and think-
ing. But deep in the heart of all men there is the same longing, the
same knowledge of good and evil, the same effort to gain release
from fear and to find the way to understanding friendship with
their fellow men.

East an.d ‘West must meet,

The walls which feelings of superiority, desire for power and
exploitation have built—walls cemented by hatred, resentment
and humiliation—must be broken down,
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As a first step the West must admit its historic mistakes and
their natural result on the Eastern mind. The East may, on the
other hand, need to come out of its isolation and understand that
not every product of the West was evil.

The nations must extend their hands to one another across the
wide oceans that centuries of war and strife have created.

The free world must see that its present materialistic way of life,
its accustomed way of thinking, its objectives and motives, are
utterly inadequate to meet the impending crisis. The alleged
relaxation of tension solves nothing. There is no let-up in the
struggle to decide which ideology shall be victorious in the world.

If doubt existed, Mr. Nikita S. Khrushchev, Secretary of the
Communist Party in Russia, removed it with a firm hand in his
speech on September 19, 1955.

In that speech he said, ‘Russia’s smiles are sincere, but this doesn’t
change our conviction that Communism will triumph throughout
the world. We will win, but we will not have to go to war to do
it.

‘We told Dr. Adenauer very frankly that Western Germany.
was going the way of capitalist decay. The way of the future is the
way of the German Democratic Republic. Eventually all Germany
will see the right way.

‘They say in the West,” Khrushchev continued, ‘that some-
thing has changed since the Geneva Conference. They say that
the Soviet leaders smile, but that their actions do not match their
smiles. The smiles are sincere. They are not artificial. We wish to
live in peace. But if anyone thinks that our smiles mean that we
abandon the teachings of Marx and Lenin or abandon our Com-
munist road, then they are fooling themselves. You might as well
say that Easter always falls on Tuesday.

“We are for co-existence. But we are also for the growth of
Communism. The only reason we are for co-existence is that in
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actual fact we are confronted with the reality of two different
systems. You capitalists go your way so long as you do not see
that it is the way of the blind.’

The Party Secretary claborated this theme further, and ended
by saying, “We honestly told Adenauer that his world is dying,
that capitalism is dying and that the star of socialism is rising.’

Will Communism finally triumph in the world:

We are so firmly convinced of the advantages of the West—so
convinced that we have always been right and that everyone
should sce it! It comes as a rude shock that of 10,000 or so young
people who escaped through the iron curtain from East to West
recently, 20 per cent, after becoming acquainted with the West,
decided to return to the totalitarian society. They evidently did
not feel at home in the democratic one and were not convinced of
its excellence. Quite obviously this was a problem of a mental
kind; the Western way of life was not strong enough, in spite of
all its material advantages, to grip and hold these young refugees
who had grown up under, and were impregnated by, ‘the
Communist ideology.

The problem is serious and far-reaching. A report to the Con-
sultative Assembly of the Council of Europe in Strasburg on this
incident declares that it is evidence of the difficulties which will
be encountered in convincing the populations east of the iron
curtain of the value of the European conception of liberty. What
will happen when people who, like these young refugees, have
never had any experience of the Western world, are forced to
decide which system they prefer—unless the West can succeed in
making clearer to itself and to others what it is that we really
stand for?

The above-mentioned report states that two conditions must
be fulfilled in the West if a result is to be secured:

1. There must be complete knowledge of, and a serious belief
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in, democratic principles and the democratic way of life.

2. And there must be an equally thorough grasp of the dialectic
materialism with which the youth east of the iron curtain are
inoculated.

There must in fact be a serious belief in, and the will to live,
democracy on a different basis from that of materialism, as well as
the will to engage in the struggle with a seriousness and a purpose-
fulness equal to that of Communists themselves.

A British diplomat has expressed a similar view. He said: “The
West is still at the kindergarten stage of ideological understanding,
training and strategy. We must live a basic answer to materialism
if we are to win the minds and hearts of millions.’

It is not merely a battle to win a world for an ideology, but to
survive by conquering the evil forces in the hearts of men; it is a
battle for everyone. The world’s problem is a moral problem.

There is no treachery so great today as the acceptance of co-
existence with Communism without making the decision to live
another ideology—the ideology which can cure materialism in
ourselves and in others. Materialism is the mother of Imperialism,
Communism and Nazism—and also of the neutralism without
change, which is a betrayal of democracy.

If democracy as at present lived by us co-exists for another
generation with Communism, then Communism will conquer
the world without a world war.

For in the words of William Penn, ‘Men must be governed by
God or they condemn themselves to be ruled by tyrahts.’

The trouble is that the revolution that has taken place in the
external world has not been accompanied by a corresponding
revolution in our attitude to this age and its problems.

We are still looking for this revolution. Its basis is change.

Change—that affects the aggressive human will and substitutes
for it the will to live by moral standards. This will give every man
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an ideology, an outlook on life which places his thinking, emo-
tions and will wholly at the service of this revolution. It will draw
nations together instead of dividing them.

This is the message of Moral Re-Armament.

It is not a new one.

It is to be found in all great and inspiring religions—above all
and clearest of all in the Christian message.

The ideology of Moral Re-Armament is based on four absolute
moral standards: Absolute honesty, absolute purity, absolute unselfish-
ness and absolute love.

It also states that men and women in their daily quiet time—
Christians sometimes speak of listening to the ‘still, small voice’,
which we believe is God’s voice—receive strength to live the
ideology.

This book relates how this ideology was taken to the free
Asian peoples, on one of the most remarkable journeys in history.
It was a journey that may rival in significance the voyages of dis-
covery which ushered in the Renaissance. Just as those opened up
new countries, so this journey had the effect of opening human
hearts and wills to a new understanding between nations. Thus it
may usher in the spiritual and moral renaissance that will conquer
materialism.

If that happens, we shall no longer fear the shadow of the

mushroom.
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An Idea Translated
into Action

How DpoEs a thought—an idea—arise:

Some hold that it is a chemical process. Others, that, if men
listen, God can give guidance that issues in a decision far tran-
scending in scope anything in the mind of the person who listens
and obeys.

Dr. Frank Buchman is one of those in whom this belief has
become a reality.

About forty years ago Dr. Buchman felt impelled to give up
everything else and tell his fellow men that change was necessary

-and possible. Thereafter he built his life on the belief that adequate,
accurate, definite information can come from God to man. He
has said that ‘when man listens, God speaks—when man obeys,
God acts—when men change, nations change.’

Dr. Buchman devoted his life selflessly to the call he had re-
ceived, and out of this inspiration Moral Re-Armament was born.
Today when everyone knows that the hope of the future lies in
men who can mediate and create understanding, who are tolerant
and at the same time wholly committed, battling for a way of life
—men and women in Moral Re-Armament are at work through-
out the world. They are preparing the way for the great advance,
for the spiritual renaissance which must come if darkness is not to
envelop us.

For all who believe that God has a plan for the world which He
uses mankind to accomplish, the story of Moral Re-Armament is
a great encouragement. Its work fits with convincing clarity into
the design of the new world. From the seed sown forty years ago

I5
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a great tree has grown. From one man’s obedience a world force
has matured at the right moment.

Yet there are many in the world who still do not understand,
or who fail to see this ideology in the right perspective.

In Russia they do not underrate its effectiveness in the war
against materialism. In a series of broadcasts dealing with Moral
Re-Armament Moscow Radio declared: ‘Moral Re-Armament is
a global ideology with bridgeheads in every continent, in its final
phase of total expansion throughout the world. It has the power
to capture radical, revolutionary minds.’

That is an absolutely correct description as we, who took part in
the journey round the world, can confirm from our own
experience.

The idea, the thought of this world-spanning journey—where
did it originate? It began when Dr. Buchman listened to God. It
was kindled at the same time in the minds of people in Europe
who were looking for some event that would pave the way for
the decisive forward move for which, they felt, our generation was
longing. The thoughts fused, the plan was born and took shape,
and before we realized it the plan had matured and was expanding.

To begin with, the thought was that a group of politicians from
the West, preferably from Europe and Africa, should visit the
free countries in Asia and the Middle East, to gain contact with
them and to spread a knowledge of the ideas of Moral Re-Arma-
ment. Then came the idea that a play should be written to arouse
and foster understanding of this new way of thinking among the
thousands who should sce it. When this thought emerged such a
play did not exist. But it was written. The Vanishing Island came
into being—how, will be told in a later chapter.

In Europe I, amongst others, had the task of helping prepare the
~ journey. This involved numerous visits to people, as well as writ-
ing a great number of letters to all parts of the world. As the idea
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spread, those engaged in Moral Re-Armament throughout the
world went into action. Meetings were convened in Paris and
London. Dr. Adenauer associated himself with the idea that a
prominent German politician ought to go on the mission, and a
member of the German Cabinet, Dr. Oberlinder, was sclected. I
also discussed the project with the former French Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Robert Schuman, and other French politicians.
But the inspiration of Dr. Buchman was behind it all. On April 7,
1955, I received a telegram from him, beginning, ‘On the thres-
hold of the greatest break-through in history, our mission will
meet the deepest longings of millions in Asia.’

Then Dr. Buchman developed the plan in broad outline. He
has the unique gift of lifting every issue into an ampler dimension
and of never entertaining any doubt or fear that it cannot be
carried through. He teaches others to live in faith that the
impossible is possible. The journey was a marvellous confirma-
tion of this.

For the consideration of those we approached about the mission,
we composed a short statement, the main points of which were:

‘Since the war the world has developed into an entirely new
pattern. The world has become a whole. All peoples are dependent
on each other as never before. This situation calls for a new out-
look and we need to reconsider our position politically, spiritually
and in many other ways.

“The time has come for a supreme effort to create a new think-
ing and a new understanding on a world scale. A new common
way of life has to be found. We must pave the way for a time
when people live peacefully in close co-operation with each
other and when common moral laws are accepted as the basis of
behaviour of peoples, leaders and nations. This is also the only
adequate guarantee against the ill-use of the terrible destructive

forces which science has developed.’
B
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The statement concluded: “We have been inspired not only by
the need of the moment, but also by the existence of the well-
prepared world force of Moral Re-Armament without which it
would be impossible to undertake this mission.”

As the replies began to come in, we saw that the ground was
prepared for the mission to an extent cven beyond our expecta-
tions. The plan secemed to fulfil wishes which had been waiting
for expression.

The Prime Minister of Japan, Ishiro Hatoyama, telegraphed:

Warmly welcome your bold conception of statesmen’s mission to
awaken conscience and co-operation of all free peoples. I appreciate
the growing influence of MR A in drawing closer bonds of friendship
and understanding between East and West. Be assured the visit
of yourself and friends cagerly awaited in Japan.

The Shah of Tran sent the following message of encouragement:

Every good wish for your great world venture to re-establish moral
principle in international relations and to unite the nations in a
superior ideology. We trust you will succeed in enthroning Moral
Re-Armament in the counsels of both West and East, and desire
Iran to play her full part in this historic world event.

In connection with this message from the Shah, his Foreign
Minister cabled inviting the mission to Teheran as guests of the
Government.

The Foreign Minister of Iraq, H.E. Burhannuddin Bashayan,
telegraphed:

It gives me great pleasure to convey my sincere good wishes for the
success of the forthcoming World Assembly for Moral Re-Arma-
ment at Mackinac Island. The vital need for an ideology that
provides for a moral force in the conduct of international affairs is
keenly felt by us. We should be happy to welcome in Baghdad the
statesmen who will be visiting key capitals of the world.
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Invitations arrived in the same way from President Magsaysay
of the Philippines, from Sir John Kotelawala, the Prime Minister
of Ceylon, and at a later date from President Nasser of Egypt, the
Prime Minister of Turkey, and others.

In the beginning of May the preparations were so far advanced
that the plan could be made public at two large meetings: in
Copenhagen on May 14, 1955, in the K.B. Hall, and in London
on May 22 at the Royal Festival Hall. On both occasions the
speakers represented many countries. In Copenhagen they in-
cluded the German Federal Cabinet Minister Dr. Heinrich
Hellwege, who has since become Minister President of Lower
Saxony. He was the first German Minister to speak in Denmark
since the Occupation. He had recently been active in helping to
bring about a scttlement of the Danish minority problem in
South Schleswig.

At both meetings the plans for the World Mission were de-
scribed, and from all parts of the world came a stream of good
wishes and promises to support the enterprise.
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Those Who Set Out

THE RESPONSE from the Eastern lands was encouraging. So
were replies from those invited to take part in the Mission. An
average of 190 persons took part. Sometimes the number was a
little greater, sometimes a little less. We represented twenty-eight
nations, from all five continents. We were brown and black, white
and yellow; with representatives from all the great religions.

With us was a group of politicians, chiefly from Europe and
Africa, of practically every political persuasion. There were also
trade union leaders and leading industrialists; and a group of
workers from the Ruhr coal mines and the factories of northern
Italy. Another was a Dane, who had for many years worked for
the extension of Communism, but had now left Communism to
spread the revolutionary conviction of Moral Re-Armament that
human nature can be changed. The members of the Mission were
both young and old, the oldest being a woman of over eighty.
There was a cast of actors and actresses who every evening,
wherever we stopped, showed the musical play entitled The
Vanishing Island, which, by stirring people’s imagination, sought
to give the content of the ideology. At the same time politicians,
industrial leaders, workers and former Communists explained
it in speeches or in conversation with men and women like them-
selves in the countries of Asia.

We were a picture of the peoples of the world—very different
in origin, education, way of life, tradition and mentality—with as
great differences, in fact, as the nations of the world. Nevertheless
we were united in our common faith in the things that are essential,

20
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and were thus a visible proof that it is possible to bridge the gulfs
that have hitherto divided mankind. Perhaps it was this unity
which made the deepest impression.

When we stood each evening in front of the curtain after the
performance of the play—Asians, Africans, Europeans, Americans,
former Marxists, along with leaders of industry and agriculture
and representatives of trade unions, cach group with its own
spokesman—one could feel how imaginations were stirred as
minds and hearts became open and receptive.

It was a disciplined force. Many dangers threaten the traveller
on such a journey as this, at the time of year when it is hottest in
the East. One can only avoid sickness by unswerving obedience
to the rules about what it is safe to eat and drink. How much
might have gone wrong for us as we hurried from one country to
another with only three or four days in each place! But the cases.
of sickness were few and unavoidable, for in three months there is
bound to be an occasional illness among 190 people. On no occa-
sion had the play to be dropped out of the programme or a meet-
ing to be cancelled.

Naturally the journey had its personal problems, often great
for the individual, who had his own battle to fight. But since this
book must be an objective account I must add that I can hardly
imagine a more harmonious, gay and considerate company of
travellers. Considerate in helping you through the practical prob-
lems, and even more considerate in helping you through the
spiritual problems, that always crop up.

Who were we: A few names may be mentioned by way of
illustration. Some were with us for part of the way, others for the
whole of it. I will begin with the politicians. There were two
former French ministers, Diomede Catroux, who was Secretary of
State for Air in the Mendés-France Government, and Eugéne
Claudius-Petit, Mayor of his city and member of ten French
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Cabinets since the war, his latest office being that of Minister of
Labour in the Mendes-France Government. From Germany there
was Dr. Oberlinder, Minister for Refugees; from Sweden came
James Dickson, Royal Chamberlain and Conservative Member
of the Swedish Parliament; from Great Britain, John McGovern,
in his twenty-sixth year as a Member of the House of Commons;
from the United States, Charles B. Deane, Member of the House
of Representatives in the American Congress; from Switzerland,
Dr. Oskar Leimgruber, Chancellor of the Swiss Confederation
from 1943 to 1951; from Italy, Fausto Pecorari, Vice-President
of the Italian Constituent Assembly and now a City Councillor of
Trieste; from Tunisia, General Mohammed Masmoudi, the
youngest member of the newly constituted Tunisian Cabinet, a
man who has perhaps done more than anyone else to solve the
conflicts between France and Tunisia.

From the Gold Coast, there was Yakubu Tali, the Tolon Na,
President of the Northern Territories Council and a leader of the
Opposition in the new Parliament. From Nigeria, we had a young
Member of Parliament, B. C. Okwu. From Iran came the Shah’s
personal representative, M. Movaghar, Member of Parliament for
a number of years; and from the Philippines, Member of Con-
gress R. T. Lim. The Government of Free China was represented
by Dr. Daniel Lew, the technical Counsellor to its United Nations
delegation. During part of the time we had with us a Member of
the Japanese Diet, Niro Hoshijima, of whom we shall have more
to say, and other Japanese, such as Kanju Kato, formerly Socialist
Minister of Labour, and his wife, Mrs. Kato, who is a Senator.
From New Zealand came Major K. T. Harawira, representing
the Maoris.

Representing Labour there was James Haworth, a member of
the National Executive of the British Labour Party from 1953-55;
Lady Dollan who has likewise been for many years prominent in
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the leadership of the Labour Party; and William Grogan, from
the United States, a leader of the transport workers. There were
Charles P. Howard, a distinguished lawyer and Negro leader from
the United States; and a number of industrialists such as Robert
Carmichael, President of the Federation of Jute Manufacturers of
France and Europe; John Craig, the Sccretary of the British steel
firm, Colvilles Ltd.; George Eastman, a leading California busi-
nessman; and Bernard Hallward from Canada, former President
of the St. Raymond Paper Company.

The list is, of course, much longer, and many others deserve
mention. A list of most of those who participated will be found as
an appendix to this book.

The travellers were assembled. The journey could begin, but
how should such a large company, together with the play and all
its properties, be transported to so many countries—on a journey
of nearly 35,000 miles, longer than the circumference of the
carth:































































































































































































































































































































































