Saigon:
President Thieu

meets our
correspondent

AN OFFICIAL DELEGATION repre-
senting Moral Re-Armament took part
in last month’s 7th Triennial Conference
of the Vietnam Confederation of Labour
in Saigon.
The delegation, which consisted of Mr
and Mrs Alain Tate of Paris and Mr
Mrs Don Simpson of Hong Kong,
r: greeted by Tran Quoc Buu, Presi-
..nt of the Confederation, along with
15 other trade union representatives from
Asia, Australia, the Americas, Africa
and Europe, and in the presence of
President Nguyen Van Thieu and the
Saigon diplomatic corps.
The following day Alain Tate, who
has been associated with the French
trade union movement for 17 years, was
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invited to address the 900 delegates. He
referred to the ‘many mistakes we
French have committed here during the
past 80 years’ and said, ‘Knowing that
we are largely responsible for the suffer-
ings of your people, we wish above all
to humbly ask your forgiveness’. He then
outlined the world programme and out-
reach of MRA.

Mr Buu warmly appreciated the
speech on behalf of the conference. Later
in the day he introduced each overseas
delegate to President Thieu at Indepen-
dence Palace. The President was "in-
terested to receive from Mr and Mrs
Simpson a copy of their tribute to the
Vietnamese people carried in New World
News (18 August 1973).

TIRLEY GARTH, Tarporley, Cheshire — training centre in the North of England.
Jeremy Knebel writes in this issue how he found there a ‘living faith’. Dick Pearce, a New Zealander,

writes from there about ‘aims and resources’.




Aims and

resources

by Richard Pearce
Mechanical engineer and
former executive
member of the Public
Service Commission

of New Zealand

‘SET YOUR MIND on God’s kingdom
and His justice before everything else
and all the rest will come to you as well.’
How does this command, given by Jesus
about 2000 years ago, match our present
situation? The truth is that it is the only
programme which does.

We are beset by an oil shortage.
Amidst all the tragedy and sharpened
hate of the recent war in the Middle
East, the reduction in oil flows may yet
be seen as something that helped the
world. We have been faced with the
fragility and rapacity of the economic
system that creates our wealth. Oil is only
one of several important and limited re-
sources of which we will become pain-
fully aware in the next 50 years.

The oil crisis brings to light some
obvious needs. One immediate require-
ment is for courage in politicians, in
industrial leaders and in the ordinary
man to face the realities of the situation.
On the practical side there is urgent
need for new energy sources, particularly
portable sources for wvehicles and agri-
culture. It is an opportunity for bold
internationally co-ordinated research and
development. Nuclear power will help;
but the problems of nuclear waste dis-
posal are very considerable. But greater
than these needs is the necessity of a
new aim for civilisation. This was shown
by the analysis made by scientists at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

The MIT study, in which the best
available information on growth, pollu-
tion and population was analysed by
computer, predicted disaster of incredible
magnitude if we maintain our present
aims of increased wealth. Large varia-
tions of the factors that were more un-
certain did not appreciably affect the
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result. To produce an acceptable result
the scientists had to assume levels of
industrial activity and personal wealth
that presupposed a radical change in
human nature.

The cutback in our capacity for con-
tinued growth comes at a time when
nations of the third world are looking
to economic growth to lift from millions
the heavy burden of poverty and hunger.
India, for example, is heavily dependent
on oil for industrial production, for
transport and as a raw material in
fertiliser production. Increased fertiliser
production is essential for continued and
vitally necessary agricultural growth.

What is to be the fate of India and
$0 many nations in a similar situation?
Mrs Gandhi, the Prime Minister of
India, said in her address in Toronto
earlier this year that ‘the sudden fear of
affluent nations that the earth’s resources
are fast running out had prompted a
reluctance to help in the development
plans of poor nations’. This, if true, is a
sad commentary on our life and aims.

The economic growth of India and
other developing nations must clearly
continue at the fastest possible pace. It
will mean for a time an increase in their
use of oil while our use of it decreases.
Alternative energy sources may require
more capital investment than oil con-
suming equipment does and more
advanced technology than some develop-
ing nations can support. Could the de-
crease in available resources worldwide
be more than matched with an increase
in care by those more fortunate? If we
are not generous enough to accept this
target we must not expect to avoid a
heavy retribution.

One factor the MIT scientists have
not taken account of is the full effect
of a radical change in human nature.
While their research proves the need for
more modest material objectives, it does
not allow for the vastly increased output,
energy and creativity of men and women
who follow the leading of God. A
limitation of our material objectives will
either be imposed by authoritarian
government or will come from within
as we each obey the inner voice of God.
The task of encouraging the world’s
leadership and ordinary men and women
to listen to this voice and obey it is
immense —but with it there is the
promise that as it is carried forward, and
despite the physical limitation of re-
sources, there will be unexpected solu-
tions and unforeseen developments.
These will make possible the eradication
of hunger, poverty and injustice across
the world.

The true purpose for each person is to
serve God. As we do, the unsatisfying
pursuit of a higher standard of living
will give way to a new quality of life
that is truly satisfying and which will
ensure that the children of today in every
nation have something to which they can
look forward.

Faith
by
experiment

by Jeremy Knebel
Student at Salford
University

I REALLY MET Moral Re-Armament
at the beginning of the university
summer vacation three months ago
although I had known of it for a con-
siderable time because my aunt was in
MRA all her life. I was confronted with
the answer to my doubts for all that
time but I always shied away fronm. I
had not bothered to investigate, Ly
because there was a great dea. of
suspicion about MRA in secular circles
in Britain and in church circles too.

I was not brought up in a conven-
tional church background, my parents
not being religious. I did attend church
regularly because the people next door
attended and I used to mix with them a
lot.

Until I was 18 I had no real faith. I
learnt that you can search very hard
and, in my case, desperately for a faith
and to know God, but you don’t realise
that you have to pay a price for it, that
it means straightening out all the incon-
sistencies in your life by the standards
of Christ, measuring your life against
His. This was never made clear to me in
Church.

I used to search deeply for the hidden
truths of Christianity so I would ‘under-
stand’ it and try to define it for nﬂelf.

Wills and
money

by C K Prescott
in Rhodesia

IF I WERE one of those millions con-
demned to go hungry to bed each night
(they say half the world’s population
‘lives’ in this state) how would I feel?
What would I think of Christianity
which is reputed to be the religion of
nearly a third of the world? Isn’t time
long overdue for a new look at the
world’s resources and the thorny subject
of money? For most this subject raises
emotions of distaste, worry, greed,
secrecy or guilt — all negatives! One hears
the misquoted statement: ‘Money is the
root of all evil’—of course, it is ‘the



é%% A Selection of
Good Christmas Books from

THE STORY [U}; PHILIP VUNDLA

SOUTH AFRICA

PQ

THE STORY OF
PHILIP VUNDLA
OF SOUTH AFRICA
by Kathleen Vundia

132pp Paperback L1« —

A MIXED DOUBLE

by Bunny Austin and

KATHLEEN VUNDLA Phy"is KOHStam

246pp Hardback £0 100

r-IE BLACK AND LE COMBAT DE FOR THE YOUNG
HITE BOOK PETER HOWARD
vy Sydney Cook and Garth Lean by Anne Wolrige Gordon GOLDEN BOOK OF CAROLS
70pp Paperback 20p...c fl-';%p i: E.';E,e'i?s; . Pl e edited by W. L. Reed
Now available in these languages 416pp Papgrback 30D illustrated by Cameron Johnson [§15] —
Danish 40p...... 318pp Hardback £2.95......
Dutch 30p.-....
Finnish op—. | PLAYING TO WIN S sy Dk RABEE PR
French 30p.cre %%r anra;l I-:unte
0D pp Paperbac 45p.......
o 207 | 160pp Hardback 2150 GIVE A DOG A BONE
é eter Howar
fien 9 | THE GREATEST THING Gblisniia Bogl
Pg:t‘ﬁ;gu.:;e - 30;;___,._,., IN THE WORLD nsntory bg Miriorie Proctor
SN usic oo

Spanish 0P Eirﬂgg,;!sgrummond 2 EP Records, 13 Songs No. 1
Tgringan i 156pp Boxed Gift Edition 50P..... e Wi
Welsh 20p....cc. Full Book

317pp Imitation Leather 65P v GOD'S HAND IN HISTORY

To Bring the
Needed Change

Caux Repart 1973

CAUX REPORT 1973

8 pages in colour k1T I
Also in Dutch, French, German,
Norwegian, Spanish 30P.ccure

DYNAMIK AUS DER STILLE

by Theophil Spoerri
243pp German L] J—
Also in French and Dutch 90P. v

EXPERIMENT WITH GOD
by Gosta Ekman
127pp Paperback 40P civis

A NEW DAY
by Dorothy Prescott
378pp Cloth

A NEW WORLD FOR MY
GRANDCHILDREN

by Charlotte van Beuningen
378pp Paperback PO

ONE VOLUME BIBLE
COMMENTARY

by William Neil

544pp Paperback

TREASURY OF
CHRISTMAS MUSIC

edited by W. L. Reed
Vol | 150pp Hardback ! 1], T
Vol Il 128pp Hardback 90p...ee

CAROLS OF THE NATIONS
Compiled, arranged by

Ruth Heller
80pp Hardback

£120....-

50p....nn

£1.00...—.

by Mary Wilson

Vol. 1 Pioneers {17 T—
Vol. 2 Son of God (] s —
Vol. 3 Rushing Mighty Wind TOPee
Vol. 4 Builders and Destroyers

AD 300-700 1] H—

JESUS IN OUR AGE

by Joan Pediey
106pp Paperback 55D,

THEY DARED TO BE DOCTORS

by Mary S. J. Fancourt
148pp Paperback 1] T

MEANING IN LIFE

by Dorothy Prescott
Readings for School Assembly
160pp Paperback LT R

ORDER FORM

Please send me the books/records | have
marked above.

| enclose £
Cheques to Moral Re-Armament.
Postage extra (20p in £)

To: MRA Books, 54 Lyford Rd., London, SW18 3JJ

Mr Mrs Miss

Address




...and Grosvenor Books

CARAVANS ,

CHARIS WADDY

\
1! BRAIRIE ol HBAN

BAALBEK CARAVANS
by Charis Waddy

"A book of absorbing interest . . . (on) the
re-awakening of the Middle East and the
infiltration of Western ideas.”

The Arab World

£1.50.........

211pp Hardback

TERROR IN QUEBEC

by Gustave Morf

Deals with the psychology of men who feel
the only way to achieve their ends is by
violence.

186pp Paperback E£1:45-

CREATING THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITY

by Robin Mowat

Particularly good on the nature of Robert
Schuman'’s attachment to the European idea.

New Europe
““Dr. Mowat is concerned with the motives and
ideas which underlay the contemporary move-
n_1ent for European co-operation and integra-

tion."”
British Book News

235pp Hardback £2.10.......

Creating a New Society
Faln

TURNING ENEMIES'  THE WORLD
INTO FRIENDS |  WE LIVE IN

Creating a New Society
" feba ¥

A STUDY COBRSE o4

T HATE s W B8

By bty GO0t s L12H
fppreein

FROM INDIA WITH HOPE
by Michael Henderson

"I was deeply moved by this remarkable book."
Apa Pant, Indian High Commissioner

175pp Paperback 35D

STORIES FOR CHILDREN

The Talking Mango 0P
Vibha and the Tiger 10p...

The Ring with the Red Stone 10D
The Magic Balloons 10p.cce

! ons for the entry of Britain, Ireland and
nonie Communily. 5

CREATING THE NEW SOCIETY

A Study Course on The Black and White Book
is being prepared by experienced teachers
for use in Religious Education and General,
Liberal and Social Studies.

Contents: Ten Slide Folios, each containing
six slides, an Information Sheet and two
Work Sheets at different levels to cover the
Secondary School range.

Cost about £10 plus VAT. Due early 1974

CHALTA HAI
Pick of cartoons by Vins

Himmat 32pp Paperback 20p........

NEW WORLD NEWS Gift subscriptions can be made by writing to New World News, Box 9, Tonbridge, TN9 1AA.

Annual subscription £3.50. Airmail £4.

ORDER FORM

Please send me the books marked.

[ Please keep me informed about ‘'Creating
the New Society."

| enclose £
Cheques to Grosvenor Books
Postage extra (20p in £)

To: Grosvenor Books, 54 Lyford Road, London SW18 3JJ

Mr Mrs Miss

Address.




I did not realise that you had to start
by changing, that it was not a matter of
understanding, that would follow Iater.
In other words if I changed myself on
the assumption that God would honour
it (instead of the other way round) He
would grant me His own truth in His
own time.

Exam time was a disastrous period be-
cause all things converged (uncertainties
and doubts about my faith; pressure of
work and study; and family problems —
a brother who was ill), leading to an
eventual crisis, I did not know where to
turn. At that point I realised that my
faith had been empty and the thought
came to me: ‘Go to Tirley Garth (an
MRA centre near where I live).” I knew
it had been so powerful in ths life of my
aunt, so I went to investigate. Also I
appreciated the opportunity to get away
from home because the situation was
very tense.

n Tirley I found the real presence

God and the Holy Spirit at work.
“.uere I could experience the change pro-
duced in other people, something I had
never really seen before. I had seen other
Christians enjoying true Christian fellow-
ship obviously linked by some unseen
power, but it had never meant anything
to me and it frightened me off. I could
not live into it at all. I had never seen
anybody come out of a really squalid
situation and be changed, in other words

I had never seen any working experience.- -

of God in someone’s life. But in Tirley,
in a quiet and systematic manner, I saw
people’s lives changing sparked off by
the atmosphere of faith and real care
which they found there. This is how I
came to find a living faith at Tirley as
opposed to a passive one.

There were several things I had to
change on. As a university student, I
had been a victim of the life-style of
(- student. You are exposed to so
}

much that is going on around you and
subject to many temptations which you
are insulated from in most jobs. There
was no catastrophic wrong in my life,
but I failed to take a stand on things like
cheating Social Security, which is com-
mon among students who have to get

some money during their vacation
periods. Because of the inflation in
Britain, during the vacation period jobs
could not be provided so you are allowed
to draw your money—just a bit of
pocket money — for those who don’t need
it. I used to do this. It was not illegal,
but totally in the wrong spirit. On one
occasion, I was asked to present myself
for a job. I deliberately went to the

. interview late, hoping somebody else

would have got the job already, which
did in fact happen. So I returned the
money for that week, as [ had got it
under false pretences. I sent The Black
and White Book with it, and apologised
to the Social Security centre on behalf

of all of us.

I had been quite a rebel at school,
talking loudly in the back row, playing
up generally and feeling superior. So I
had to straighten that out. Also our
student dialogue had not been on the
highest level where purity was con-
cerned. This is one of the biggest battles
you have to fight at college.

You hear a lot about student unrest
and apathy but most of the students have
no notion what to put into the place of
the Establishment. They don’t really
know what they are searching for.

University training today is flounder-
ing in uncertainty and lack of purpose.
The education it seeks to provide has
ceased to capture our imaginations. The
sense of adventure in learning comes
when we realise we are unravelling God’s
plan for the universe. We need that
special insight to make ‘knowledge’ come
alive in our minds instead of leading us
into self-destruction.

love of money...” which is attacked.
Yet money is essential for the function-
ing of the human race, Then surely that
functioning is unlikely to run smoothly —
and indeed it does not-if money is
approached with an attitude of distaste,
worry and the rest.

“The earth is the Lord’s and the full-
ness thereof’ —or is it? The ‘fullness’ is
interpreted by money. And can the
Creator’s attitude to His ‘fullness’ be
anything but gloriously positive? For
Him surely the word ‘money’ could never
be a ‘dirty word’—the misuse of money
is a different matter. But if we concede
that the earth is the Lord’s, then why
don’t we let Him administer its resources
His way? Why not expect His 940
million ‘Christian’ agents worldwide to
pioneer this way?

If Christians were to take their Bible
—their ‘Instruction Manual’ - seriously,
they would find a different attitude to
money. There is a discrepancy between

the ‘manual’ and the operating of it by
its users, Or perhaps its users have failed
to note what are its instructions on the
subject of money. And even if noted,
how easy it is to say that those instruc-
tions were ‘meant for those days only’.
If the Founder of Christianity gave so
much thought to money, then was it
not intended that these truths should
apply to this day and age? For instance,
has the recording of the despatch of
Christ’s group, two by two, with specific
instructions to take no money with them,
something to say to us today? And the
story of the widow’s mite? (our attitude
to our possessions and how we use

. them?) And the instructions about not

‘sitting on’ wealth and hoarding it? Does
the ‘manual’ say capital is sacred and not
to be touched? How do today’s cynics —
too often found in religious circles—
assess the statements that the birds are
provided for in spite of their lack of
labour, that the lilies in the fields are

beautiful without working for it?

In that connection it can be asked if
it is in the ‘manual’ that one’s family
has a claim on the possessions entrusted
to one, as God’s steward, during one’s
lifetime? Shouldn’t God have the de-
cision about the disposal of these posses-
sions after He removes the steward from
his commission by death? We have no
record that Christ made a Will, but we
do have the record that He bequeathed
His Mother not to His blood relations
but to one of the family of those who
were fully committed to doing God's
Will. If Christians had Christ’s attitude,
their last wills and testaments would be
made according to His will rather than
to their self-will.

The Christian philsosophy is that there
is enough in the world for everyone’s
need but not for everyone’s greed. God’s
perfect ordered plan includes the uni-
verse, whether it is in the world sharing

WILLS continued on page 6
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®The Pontypridd weekly Rhondda
Leader reported the ‘Task for Wales’
conference at Tirley Garth on its front
page with the headline ‘Welsh and Irish
search for unity’.

@®An estimated 450,000 people in
Eastern France, Luxembourg and
Belgium saw the film Happy Deathday
in its French version on Tele Luxem-
bourg last week.

@There will be a New Year Conference
at Caux, Switzerland, from 26 December
to 7 January. The conference centre will
be open from 22 December. The invita-
tion states, ‘Never has the cost of in-
tractable human attitudes seemed greater.
Will we continue to talk of peace and
expect more violence? Men and nations
lose their sense of purpose, and few
think beyond themselves and their own
problems.

‘There is an answer: God has a plan
for the world. And each of us can have
a distinctive and perhaps unexpected part
in shaping something new.

‘Christmas, when God gave mankind
a new chance, offers fresh hope for situa-
tions and individuals.’

Wl LLS continued from page §

of oil, or the fair distribution of food, or
simply His care for the bird falling to
the ground. ‘Where God guides, He pro-
vides’ — the accent being on guides. Christ
guided twelve young men to do a job for
Him, tramping the country in couples,
and they ‘lacked for nothing’.

If He can provide for 12 young fisher-
man types, then surely He can provide
for millions equally so that nothing is
lacking. Far from ‘pie in the sky’, this is
pie on millions of plates! This is sound
economy. It is ‘as safe as the Bank of
England’ —safer, actually (How stable is
the £7).

The proof of the pie is in the eating.
The writer can, with a host of others,
testify that God’s economy is gilt-edged.
Finance is never a worry for those who
work for and with the All-Provider. Are
not all who call themselves Christians
committed so to live? Something—or
someone — guides our money spending in
any case. Is it the crisis of the moment?
The family demands? The family
solicitor? A sentimental whim? The
state of the stock market? You name
it! Or is it the All-Wise Creator with
His ‘thus saith the Lord’?

The experiment needs faith and guts.
But for many so to live will be a new
experiment and then a glorious ex-
perience of God at work in the realms
of finance.

The pantomine
you can take your parents to

Tenth Gala Year

GIVE A DOG A BONE
December 6th to February 2nd

Westminster Theatre,
Palace Street, London, S W 1

Box Office: 01 834 0283

Tickets still available at all prices for
the first night - Dec 6

Louise Rush (right) returns as Mickey Merry
in this year’s production.
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|s it
necessary?

Extracts from a story in Hebret, a
daily newspaper published in Asmara,
Ethiopia. (Dej. Ghebryohannes is an
Ethiopian Minister of State)

H E Dej. Ghebryohannes, who has
recently returned from Europe, in an
interview granted to the reporter of the
Tigrinya newspaper Hebret, stated that
he spent more than six weeks in Europe,
at the invitation of the World Moral Re-
Armament Assembly, to participate in a
series of conferences held mostly in
Caux, Switzerland.

H E said that these conferences were
attended by delegations of 43 countries
from Asia, Africa, Europe, America and
Australia, and that the discussions held
were on different subjects including
education.

‘During the conference,” H E said,
‘views were exchanged on how to apply
effectively the four absolute moral stand-
ards of Moral Re-Armament all over the
world so that men may live peacefully,
using scientific discovery for the progress
of mankind, rather than using it for the
destruction of life—as has happened
many times through man’s selfishness.”

He said that by applying absolute
love, absolute honesty, absolute unselfish-
ness and absolute purity man can create
a world of happiness, using for his own
good all the resources God has given
him.

He also pointed out that Moral Re-
Armament requires personal change,
which must come from the individual
himself. ‘If we want others to change,’
said Dej. Gebryohannes, ‘we must
change ourselves first.” He stressed also
the necessity of applying moral principles
to maintain the unity of families and
avoid the breaking-up of homes.

Continuing his statement, H E said
that during the conferences held in Caux,
there were meetings with representatives

from South Africa and Rhodesia, and
there was a useful exchange of views as
to the most effective way to create under-
standing and harmony between black
and white, at present divided by dis-
criminatory laws.

He expressed his conviction that Moral
Re-Armament is the only effective mea\
of solving the problems of the wa
He emphasised that in the past thre
years he has witnessed the growing faith
of men in Moral Re-Armament as an
effective instrument to remake the world.

He stated clearly that Moral Re-
Armament stands against all forms of
colonialism, and fights everything that
colonialists would encourage —advocat-
ing absolute moral standards, ‘Human
society based on these standards,” said
H E, ‘would flourish and triumph over
the eternal enemies of men, such as
ignorance, disease and famine.’

At this point the journalist wondered
whether Moral Re-Armament is really
necessary for our country, since our
people are well known for their good
manners and disciplined life. ‘I do not
deny that our people are morally dis-
ciplined,” said Dej. Ghebryohannes, ‘but
this does not mean that we do not need
MRA, especially in city life, whe
people tend towards drunkenness, prc
tution and selfishness. To fight these
signs of corruption, we must encourage
Moral Re-Armament.’

When asked who should change first
H E said, ‘All should change, but the
change should first come from the
leaders, whose behaviour can influence
people. For instance, in the family the
father must change first, so that the rest
of the family may follow his example.
The judge, the administrator and all in
responsible posts can change people if
they behave honestly, applying all the
standards of MRA in their lives.’

Concluding, H E emphasised that a
mistaken man can be convinced that he
must change not by force but by per-
suasion. He stated that human societies
can be improved by absolute moral stan-
dards. ‘These are the objectives which
everyone must follow.’
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