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FOR MORAL RE ARMAMENT

Egyptian
universities

welcome
British

students

IMMEDIATE PEACE PROSPECTS in

the Middle East remain doubtful. The future

will depend on the ideas adopted by today's
Arab youth. Central to this question are the
300,000 university students of Egypt. Both
Marxism and moral laissez-faire run counter

to their Muslim and Coptic Christian
traditions. Yet can they in fact reconstruct
their country on President Sadat's twin
policy of faith and science?
'We know the answer lies in a return to

said Ahmed Qasabi, Governor of
Egypt's Western Governorate, 'but how does
one make this practical?' He was speaking in
Tanta, Egypt's third largest city, to a dele
gation from five British universities.
The delegation was invited to Egypt for

two weeks as guests of the Supreme Council
for Youth and Sport. It is part of an annual
interchange of British and Egyptian students
which began in 1973 and is sponsored, on the
British side, by the Committee for British-
Arab University Visits (see NWN Vol 23 No
45).
On their first morning in Egypt, the

British students were welcomed by Dr
Mahmoud Darwish, Vice-Chancellor of
Cairo University, and Hamdin Sabbahi,

President of the university's 103,000 stu
dents. At this and subsequent interviews
they were accompanied by many of the 40
Egyptian student leaders who have come on
such exchanges to Britain and the continent.

Top: The VIce-Chancellor of Cairo University, Dr Darwish, with members of the group.

EGYPTIAN WELCOME contd p4 Bottom: Discussion with the students union at Alexandria University. Photos: RIddell
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How far are Australian parents concerned
that schools should be places pro

moting the physical, intellectual, spiritual
and moral well-being of the child?
I do not doubt that most parents are

alarmed if there is, for instance, a suggestion
of drugs in that environment.
Many are alarmed if there is a danger of

moral decadence.

Those who send their children to a
religious school, and all Church affiliated
schools are not necessarily primarily con
cerned about the religious convictions of
their students, will often hope that the
student will develop a moral backbone and a
spiritual sensitivity, but this is not universal.

If teachers were asked what moral and

spiritual convictions, backed by personal
discipline, they want their students to have,
many would answer this is not their business;
but almost all of them want their students to

have a grace in relationship which can only
be based on the moral qualities of unselfish
ness and the caring involved in courtesy.

It is probable that most people want their
children to develop intellectual and technical
skills from education, at least skills of
vocational value, but there are plenty of
parents indifferent even to this.
There is probably a validity in Henry

Drummond's statement: 'The mind of Christ
is to be learned in the family. Strength of
character may be acquired at work, but
beauty of character is learned at home.'
The student's attitude to school will

mostly be determined at home.
I am sure that character — the qualities of

grace, care, courage, perception, sympathy
and selflessness projected onto other people
by an individual — depends upon deliver
ance from evil within the individual's own

nature, from within my nature, for instance.
The degree of deliverance from evil is the
key question.

Valuable freedoms

Deliverance from evil in our own nature is

the very first and most valuable of human
freedoms. Christ placed a request to God for
deliverance from evil in His model prayer.

• Creative ideas come from deliverance

from evil, from the unclouded mind.
There are infinite aspects of this.

• Responsibility comes from deliverance
from self.

• Compassion comes from deliverance from
bitterness.

• Energy comes from deliverance from lust.
• Valid perception comes from deliverance

from self-interest.

• Dignity comes from deliverance from
self-concern.

Try to brush these propositions aside, to
prove, for instance, that you can see straight
about the needs of others if you are driven by
self-interest, and you wiU see they are sound
propositions. You cannot live for self-
gratification and take responsibility.
In Australia our faith tends to be in

organisation, in resources, in lire-power and
in the incentive of self-interest gratification.
We rate ideas and ideology fairly low and

increasingly discount spiritual and moral
factors.

Organisation, resources, fire-power and
other factors we emphasise did not prevent
the advance of an ideology in Vietnam. They
merely seem to alienate the West from Asia.
We have traditions which are certainly the

answer 'not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit says the Lord of Hosts'. The full
definition of character is found in the graces
of the Holy Spirit and the method of
development is in dependence upon Him.

This conference might validly be seeking
to find upon what hinges the philosophy and
thinking of this nation can be swung; what
actions or ideas will swing the philosophy
and thinking of the nation; where the
philosophy and thinking of the nation are
going and should be going.

Questioning policies

It is possible to look at most of the history
of Australian foreign policy in the colonial
wars, in the Suez Affair, in Vietnam as
mauling the lives of other nations at worst
and dabbling in them at best. Many nations'
foreign policies can be so questioned.

It is possible to ask by what philosophy
and thinking the nation can be 'saved'. This^
involves answering the question what
do mean by 'saved' anyway — saved f^^m
misused power, misused wealth, misj^p^
minds, from atrophy of spiritual sensittv|i]j^
to the needs, sensibilities and dignity of ot^
races.

If foreign policy is not meant to'fSHe^
mauling and dabbling in the lives of oth^
nations, what is it meant to be? Is it meant^
be actions to arrange a sane world, a le^
dangerous world, a more workable world, ̂
more co-operative world?
In what ways does our foreign policy^

sustain what is spiritually right? What lifts ̂
the dignity of humanity? In what ways does'
it enter into defensive expedients for whai
most people know to be narrow self-interest
and some might think wrong?
Where does power lie in the world and in

this nation? What is power used for?

Traumatic forecast

Quarrels of the Great Powers now could
quite easily destroy every capital city in
Australia. In the New Testament Christ

shocked His disciples by saying that not one
stone of the Temple would stand on another.
That sort of traumatic forecast could be

made of seven thermo-nuclear rockets from

seven submarines on seven cities. We all

have an immense interest in the world being
sane.

We have another nation, another people,
in our midst. I refer to people of Aboriginal
race. Accept that, for the moment, as a fact
rather than a point of view. Their defeat and
utter disintegration may not alter the fact
that in God's mind they may be a distinctive
people and nation. I suspect that only when
the fact of their distinctiveness and their

right to be distinctive is accepted will policy
become right. The Aboriginal embassies'*', so

called, just possibly might be correct in
principle.

This way of thinking may be foreign to the
Australian way, but the Australian way has
mostly produced nothing hut disaster for the
Aboriginal people.
We need a real peace between us and the

Aboriginal people:
• not a peace of successful oppression;
• not a seeming peace, coming from in

ability to articulate feelings;
• not a peace of unchallenged exploita

tion;
• not a peace of never meeting;
but a peace of straightness of motive, sane
expectations, valid aims, gentle intent, free
dom from greed, jealousy, resentment, fear
and deviousness. In history they have had a
famine of goodness from us. Innocence may
see deeper into the lack of goodness than
cleverness or experience can.

If you accept the possibility ,|^^he gui4»'
ance of God, you are accept*
of a culture. The culture ,^

I

The culture of the Holy Spirit as expressed
in:

• the way you think;
• the way you treat people;
• the way you take responsibility;
• your attitude to possessions and the en

vironment;
• the motive force in industrial and

international relations;
• the treatment of resources;
• the way you behave.

What would be the meaning of the culture
of the Holy Spirit in:
• Personal and national goals and pur-

• The use of the intellect?

• The use of gifts and skills?
• The accomplishments and sensibilities?
• The use of sex?

• The attitude to institutions?

Wilberforce's revolution of values (and
hence policy and custom) on the issue of
slavery, and Shaftesbury's on the position of
M tent erected in front of Parliament House, Canberra
was called an 'embassy' by certain spokesmen for the
Aboriginalpeople in an endeavour to bring their grievan
ces to public notice.

2 World News 24 January 1976



children, were regarded by them as revolu
tions of the guidance of the Holy Spirit, as
their diaries, letters and writings show.

Australia badly needs a similar shake-up
of vision for the whole relationship to people
of the Aboriginal race and from them. Our
last shake-up involved the right to vote and
drink — pretty puerile aims.

It is useless to ignore the fact that Austra
lian society powerfully transmits its real
values into Aboriginal society. That, if you
think of it, is the problem. The problem for
many Aborigines is that they have caught
European values not worth catching. The
problem for many Australians of European
descent is that they transmit values not
worth transmitting. Values which were death
to sensitivity in Europeans may be physical
death to Aborigines. 0]!jr developing values

so increasingly j^p^uctive of physical
I to our unborn :^(^||A^en.
lere are Old Test0(i^|^^ references to the

of materialist
f/^\

Moloch, the a^
of God, young were
Jhe young tsi^l^ys sacrificed

2 The full dignity of the child is met by
recognising the child is meant to he a
temple of the Holy Spirit.

3 Every child has a need for confidence,
competence and independence.

4 Every child needs a knowledge of the reali
ties around the child, the capacity to cope
with these realities, and the feeling that the
child is recognised and accepted as an
individual.

5 Every child needs an education which
gives such knowledge and competence in
an environment in which spiritual, moral
and physical hazards are minimised.

The application of these decisions for a
Minister are infinite. For instance, take the
point that the needs of every child must be met.
Some of these needs are financial.

Convictions applied

I remember applying this deep conviction
financially in a number of instances:
• isolated children received grants;
• all Aboriginal secondary and post secon

dary scholars came under a system of
grants;

• Vth and Vlth form children of widows and

young people from other low income
families received grants;
students and pupils who were Vietnamese
and Cambodian, when cut off from home
received post-graduate scholarships, cloth-

allowances, tertiary scholarships, iso-
itj^^children's grants, the payment of

pocket money at hoarding

to mate!

bury's ,
J^borif
\iortality;
destruction

Australia

indifference or po^i^Sffiiil so^^^alues m
Australia, and the rejection of laws which
facilitate this destruction does not alter the

power of growing social|^stom. The culture
of the Holy Spirit woul^^^j^Hl^ise these
values. To aim at the the Holy
Spirit is not merely to en|tt«&<&^CTeation of
a true culture. It may wel^^fn the survival
of peoples.
The theme indicated for me has been*thede

velopment of character^ through education.
A Minister for Education, especially a

Federal Minister for Education, is some
what remote from the classroom. There are

nevertheless decisions which a Minister can

make which are identical to decisions that a

class teacher can make, but their application
will be different.

These decisions are:

1 The needs of every child must he met.

who fied Darwin received hook

ling allowances.

pre some children, born blind and
(.whose education is founded on the fact

ally,likeHelenKeller,alltheycantell
•ference between a loving touch and a
hich is other. This involves, virtually, a

:eacher-to-one-pupil ratio. It is a
lendous affirmation of the value of the

findividual and in this sense has a spiritual
meaning. The increase in all forms of
educational expenditure by the Common
wealth on all forms of a handicapped
education, teacher formation and research
from about $5 million in a biennium to
about $67 million was an affirmation, con
trary to the growing philosophy in the
opposite direction, of the value of the im
paired life.

No impediments

This is, in a sense, affirmation of spiritual
values. It is obviously not specific religious
instruction. Denominational schools make
their own arrangements about this. State
Ministries decide what may happen in State
schools. Without much support from some
churches, I did not accept advice to terminate
religious instruction by denominations on a
weekly basis in schools of the Australian
Capital Territory. For some churches there is
now a lack of clear purpose, or an effective
curriculum, in this field. Others find it a
valuable form of pastoral care and contact

with families. I took the view that it was a

freedom which should continue, and if
churches were too indifferent, or otherwise
powerless to organise it properly it should not
be because of impediments placed in their way
by Government.

If a child is regarded as a temple of the Holy
Spirit, the child as far as possible has a right to
access to dignity. I was disturbed at the extent
of disadvantages in nutrition, health,
hygiene, moral protection, social aqceptance
and educational opportunity for cluldren of
Aboriginal race in certain sections of
Australia. For this reason, certain mission
schools were totally financed and the
beginnings of a nutrition and parent
education programme through schools were
made.

For this reason also, where Aboriginal
parents wished it. Aboriginal languages
could be used as the medium of instruction

in the Northern Territory. Aboriginal art,
music, dancing and stories in Aboriginal
languages can be used in schools.

If you have a conviction which you are
convinced is of the Holy Spirit, that the
needs of all children must be met, and that
every child is meant to be a Temple of the
Holy Spirit, the specific applications of these
convictions are endless.

A teacher who has the authority of know
ing what is right for the full well-being and
dignity of the child, morally, spiritually,
materially, educationally, should let it be
known.

The teacher needs to take time to find by
the most penetrating thinking and insight:
• What needs of tbis cliild most Be met?
• What stands between this child and the

child's full dignity?
• Am I centred in the needs of the class

and child or myself? It was terribly easy
to be centred in oneself in a Ministry and
I faced that failure often enough.

• What is needed to enable this child to
cope?

• Is this a child living in disaster? What am
I meant to do about disaster?

Without bluff

The answers to all these questions will be
highly individual — the dignity of the child
is closely related to confidence in coping
with the difficulties of life, and these diffi
culties vary enormously as every teacher
knows. No bluff counts; children, I believe,
respond to genuine concern. I make again
the point that innocence sees deeper into the
nature of goodness than cleverness or ex
perience, and when children are spiritually
injured, they are injured by real spiritual
hazards put in their way by others.
I remember a most distinguished Papuan

New Guinean teacher saying how much
inspiration he, a poef, got from the lines of the
hymn:
Oh Thou who earnest from above
The pure celestialfire to impart
Kindle the flame of sacred love
On the mean altar of my heart.
Perhaps that is the key to be an effective

educationalist.
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EGYPTIAN WELCOME contd from pi

including a visit to the MRA Conference
Centre at Caux, Switzerland.

Official receptions were also given by the
universities of Ein Shams, Tanta and
Alexandria. The visit to Tanta was arranged

by Desouki Ibrahim, who is Secretary for
Cultural and Political Affairs .of the 4,000
Education Faculty students. 'This visit is a
landmark in the history of our faculty,' said
the Dean, Dr Ibrahim Mutawa, to an
audience which included the local members

of parliament. The college was decked with
banners of welcome and British and

Egyptian flags and there was a Christmas
tree to mark Coptic Christmas Day (7
January). Introducing the British students,
Desouki Ibrahim said, 'These are unlike
some visitors from the West. They have
moral principles, but they don't just talk
about them. They practise them. I think all
of us should practise them too.'

At first hand

The delegation visited the Valley of the
Kings at Luxor and the High Dam near
Aswan, as well as the world's oldest
university. El Azhar. In the devastated
Canal Zone they were able to see something
of Egypt's massive task of reconstruction.
In a final meeting with their host, Dr

Abdel Hamid Hassan, President of the
Supreme Council for Youth and Sport, they
described the enthusiastic reaction of many
Egyptian students to the idea of building
new foundations through men guided by
God. They also told him of their own
commitment.

Geoffrey Burns, from Durham Univer
sity, said that as a student of political
science he had felt free to criticise British

political leaders for corruption and inef
ficiency. But he had faced the fact that he
needed to deal with the corruption in his own
life first.

The delegation thanked their host for the
opportunity to learn at first hand the aspira
tions of the Egyptian people.

Presenting them with the official emblem
of the Council, Dr Abdel Hamid said, 'We
want these exchanges to continue, and we
want to increase the numbers.'

i

Top;
Governor QasabI (2nd from righf) receives the group.

Middle:

A visit to the Faculty of Agriculture at Cairo
University.

Bottom:

Denis Nowlan, from Oxford University, speaks to
students, professors and MPs at Tanta University.

Left:

David Jones, from Cardiff University, answers ques
tions at the Cairo University Faculty of Mass
Communication.

Far left:

Atxiel Hallm Badawl, Minister-Counsellor at the

Egyptian Embassy In London (seated left), briefs
the British students.
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