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ICALLING AND ~HE WILL OF GOnl

FINDING GOD'S WILL Wednesday morning DOING GOD'S WILL

Oh, teach me so to know and love Your will
that the longing to do Your will may be greater
than any other desire of my life.

I pray, teach me to know Christ better
as the one who accomplished all Your will
and the One to whom You have given charge
to work that will within me.

strengthen my faith, that I may gladly
and wi thout any re.servation
entrust myself to Christ completely.

Father, let Your will be done in me,
here on earth,
even as it is done in heaven.

And may my heart and life be filled
with the will of my God,
with Your Son who came to do Your will,
and with heaven,
which is wherever Your will is.

~hen my daily song will be :
To You the glory and the honor and the power

Amen.

Prayer by Andrew Murray
South Africa, 1896.

Acts 22:14 "The God of our fathers hath chosen thee,
that thou shouldest know His will, and see the Just
One".

"Le Dieu de nos peres t'a destine a connattre sa volon-
te, a voir Ie Juste et a entendre sa propre voix".

1 John 2:15+17 "If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him ••• And the world passeth away,
and the lust there of: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth* for ever". (*means: remains, continues).

"Si quelau'un aime Ie monde, l'amour du Pere n'est pas
en lui ••• Or Ie monde passe, lui et sa convoitise; mais'
celui aui fait la volonte de nieu demeure a jamais".

Romans 12:2 "khd be not conformed to this world; but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God". (Phillips version "Don't let the
world around you squeeze you into its mould, but let
God re-mould your minds from within •••").

nNe vous conformez pas au monde present, mais soyez
transformes par Ie renouvellement de votre intelligence,
pour discerner quelle est la volonte de Dieu: ce qui
est bien, ce aui lui est agreable, ce qui est parfait"!

QUESTIONS: What is the biggest holdback in my life
which prevents me from being totally

willing to do God's will?

What is the deepest - most fundamental - fear in my
life ?

How do you find the strength to do God's will?

Where are you most tempted to be "confor;!med to this
world"? (Which area of your life).

What is the secret of a "renewing of your mind" ?
Where does your thinking need renewing ?



Intensive study Period,
Caux, May 27 to 30, 1980.

I CALLING AND THE WILL OF GOD I
Introductory: Much in these days will depened on our attitude to them. It

may be worth each of us asking ourselves questions such as
the following before we start :

-What do I hope for out of these days ?
-Am I as centered on the others finding their next step as I am on my future ?
-Do I enter these days with demands or with faith?

Self-centeredness, fear and ambition will be our biggest enemies as we search
God's mind together.

Before Monday: Put on paper - and hand in to Jean-Maro at breakfast on Mon-
day - the questions you would like us to talk about on the

themes a) of calling; b) of finding and doing God's will; c) on any other
question you have at heart that we cover.

Programme: Every morning will be composed of a time of sharing, followed
by a discussion on "Calling and the Will of God", based on

Bible passages. We will start at 9am in our usual place, ending when we want "to.

The afternoons, at 4.30 pm, will give us a chance to deepen certain aspects of
our theme with people such as Werner Fankhauser, the Stallybrasses, the Grobs
and Paul-Emile Dentan, a journalist from Geneva.

Tuesday morning: GOD'S OPEN SECRET

John 5:30 & 6:38 ttl seek not my own will, but the will of the Father who sent
me. For I came not to do my own will, but the will of him that sent me."

"Je ne cherche pas ma propre volonte, mais la volonte de celui qui m'a eIlVOye.
Car je suis descendu du ciel pour faire, non pas ma propre volonte, mais la
volonte de celui qui m'a envoye."

Matthew 12:50 "He who does the will of my Father who is in heaven is my
brother and sister, and mother."

"Quiconque fait la volonte de mon pere qui est aux cieux, crest lui mon frere,
ma soeur, ma mere. tt

J John 'J:17 "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine whether
it be of God." (Paraphrased version, "If any of you really determines to do
God's will, then you will certainly know what is of God.").

"Si quelqu'un veut faire la volontede Dieu, il saura si cet enseignement
vient de Dieu."

Questions: A) -Why was Christ sent into the world? -What was his task?
-Why was I sent into the world? -What is my task?

B) -How does one find God's will?-How does one know it is God's will?

C) -What comes first in my life? -What is the motor of my life? -What do I want
most out of life? -What do I most fear? -What is my greatest ambition?
-What am I most proud of? -Where is God in all this?
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What does it mean to be a Christian today?

STUDY ON FRANK BUCHMAN Part I 'QUOTESI

A)"The world has yet to see what God can do with, for, through and in

one ~an whciJlygiven to him". Henry Valery in a.conversation with Dwight L.

Moody, later put up on Henry B. Wright's wall and often quoted by Buchman.

B)
I) "The woman's simple talk personified the Cross for me that day, and

suddenly I had vivid vision of the Crucified. There was infinite
suffering on the face of the Master, and I realised for the first time
the great gap seperating me from Him. That was all. But it produced a
vibrant feeling, as though a strong current of life had suddenly been
poured into me. There was no longer the feeling of a devided will, no
sense of calculation and argument, of oppression and helplessness. A wave
of strong emotion, following the will to surrender, rose up within me, it
seemed .to lift my soul from its anchorage of selfishness and to bridge
the gap between me and God. I returned to the house feeling a powerful
urge to share my experience •••". (Paraphrased from p.204 of "For Sinners
Only") Frank Buchman

II) "The best way to keep an experience of Christ is to pass it on" F.B.

III) "There is only one thing that is adequate and it is someone who can
change you; someone who loves you. If you have this power, men and

women will come to you night and day for the answer. All sorts of people".
F.B. in Remaking the World .

IV) "God's chance is a revolution under the Cross of Christ that can trans~
form the world". F.E. in Remaking the World

P.S. I,~Jesus first
tIlers second
ourself last 1 , ,

•••

Early dates in Frank Buchman's life:

June 4th
1878
1'1'''1

!902

Summer
1903

1904

September
1905

1907

July 27th
1908

1909-1915

Birth~.in pernn~.burg!pennsy~vani~~ "~'f')" •• ~'_~:'" ;.,~-; ~F"~~ 'f:~",tikpYf
~~ C; •. ~'\'.f;-t.>", C~.... t.Vc.•.•~..."'"<~ f...•t_"~.6<1'" C~'J'C"'!''-- "'- n-.~... .,.,I" •. " •
Ordained Lutheren Church Minister. Chooses out of pride the
most difficult work in the poor parts of Philadelfia ("L'+- ~ Dt~ i

First visit to Germany, does post graduate work on Bethel and
von Bodelshwing. In Switzerland he discovers the concept of
hospices. Returns to apply his new discoveries.

Is approached by the authorities to open a hospice for the
destitute young men.

Opening of hospice.

Resigns out of protest (foot). Later said "My work had become
my idol".

"Experience of the Cross" in Keswick, England, where he had
gone trying to find F.B.Meyer, one of D.L.Moodys men.

"Laboratory Experiment" as YMCA secretary in Penn state College.



STUDY ON FRANK BUCHMAN Part II

What kind of society should we be building here on earth ?

What should my aim be ?

Second stage, dates in Frank Buchman's life:

i915

1915-1916

1916

1917-1919

(Oct 1917.,

1920-1921

1922

1928

1928

1929

1931

Leaves Penn state College and his "laboratory experiment for
personal work"

A year in Asia: India (makes friends with Mahatma Gandhi), Korea,
Japan (stays there nine months), stops in China on his way home.

Nominated "Extention Lecturer at Hartford Theological Seminary"
with freedom to travel.
Prepares and trains a group in view of China.

China: laboratory experiment in dealing with nations. He is now
thirty-nine years old.
(In 1916 there \Vere 27'562 missionaries from around the world
in China).

,
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, begining of the Communist take-over)

Goes to Europe ending-up in Cambrige (to honour a promise made to
two bishops met in China to visit their sons), first contacts in
Oxford. "You will be used to remake the world" (Cambrige)

While in train to Washington for Arms Limitation Conference:
"Resign Resign Resign". Leaves job as lecturer and all financial
security.
Goes to Oxford with simple thought uA great and mighty movement
in Oxford".

Decides to base in Oxford, and stays there for the next ten years.

First group of students go to south Africa, it is given the name
'Oxford Group' on train carriage - it stikes. F.B is not with them.

He takes 18 with him to South Africa. It marks the begining of a
world fellowship and of the out-reach from Oxford into the world.

Peru: His first direct confrontation with revolution and ideolo-
gies. Increasingly his message is formulated to meet the non- .
Christian world - the marxists, the other religions and peoples.

Analysis of the world problem:

"The root problems in the world today are dishonesty, selfishness and fear
- in men and, consequently, in nations". F.B.

"Materialism and atheism are breeding grounds for corruption, anarchy and
revolution. These have their allies in the selfishness that rules our homes,
the bitterness that seperates class from class, and the spirit of faction
that devides a nation". F.B.

"The capitalists will even sell us the rope with which to hang them". Lenin

Buchman's answer:

He often quoted William Penn "Men must choose to be governed by God or they
condemn themselves to be ruled by tyrants".

Politicaly he saw the hope as being "A new pattern of democracy, designed
by God and worked by everyone". F.B.
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Our great need is to learn to tap "the great creative sources in the mind
of God". (F!B) He saw this as the next phase for mankind.

Our task is ~ "development of constructive leadership in the different
countries". F.B.

i'We've got to get to the point where the future of Britain (or any country)
may be decided under God's plan" F.B.

"Make Jesus your personal friend - and the friend of every statesmanit F.B.

"Paramount is mining men to remake a nation". F.B.

His answer to the power struggle and to hunan control was a decision to be
God-controlled. For him that was the road to peace and freedom.

P.S.
===- The aim and purpose of life as expressed by some of the men who

influenced Buchman:

"The end of life is to do God's will". Henry Drummond

"The mysteries of the father's will are hid in the word 'obey'." H.Drummond

"To find God's will for His life and to do it, WI,tS the ruling principle
and the energizing purpo~e of Jesus' life". Henry B. Wright

"Willingness to do God's 'will is the necessary condition for knowing what
it is". H.Wright

i'Aman may think he is doing God's work when he is not even doing God's
will". H.Drummond

"He who has willed to do God's will completly ••• has for the first time
fully found himself". H.Wright

"Jesus, who was perfectly obedient, had the most unique and individual
personality that the world has ever seen". H.Wright



STUDY ON FRANK BUCHMAN Part III

How do you go about it and what will it cost?

I) HOw did F.Buchman go about it ?

a) "The basic struggle is for the wills of men".

b) "The strategy is convinced personalities".

c) "Asked to summerize his doctrine in a phrase, he (F.B.) says: 'Moral
Re-Armament is a race with time for the remaking of men, of nations
and the world'''. Sunday Star Washington (4 June 1939)

d) statesmen, accepting the new "quality of life" have began to "make it
possible for the Mind of God to become the mind of nations". (Quote
from the Message of Frank Buchman, by R.C.Mowat. Wba is in inverted
commas is from F.B.)

II) Kis strategy and method

U a) "If you begin to pray for people by name, you soon get a plan".

b) "Do you expect total commitment to be the result of your work with
men? Do you go out to men in that way? With the drastic deep love
that demands a drastic change? Then you are doing the most necessa~r
work in the world today. Nothing is more important. It is the work
from heart to heart";

c) "Go straight into the difficulties of the people you meet. Wanting to
do it is not enough. You must do it. •••• Don't push people. Really
win them without salesmanship and pressure. :But with conviction".

"You have got to come to the place where you. prefer God above all
men and all things. Shed every secondary motive".

b) Could each of us - how ever 'advancegI~~ may feel weare - have the
courage and discipline to take enougli~fone, face to face with a blank
sheet of paper, face to face with ourselves, face to face with God, and
consider the following points:

III) The cost

If a)

1) Think about Buchman's quote (IlIa)

2) The deep driving motives which actually control my life and actions
(the standards may help here, and if you have never experimented with
them seriously, this may be your chance to really look at yourself
honestly. What ever you do stop pushing things back and never facing
them squarly). What is holding me back from being what God wants me t

3) What fuel do I run on? (ambition, fear, pride, etc.)

4) What is really the center of my life?

5) What next step is God asking of me ?

6) Who should I share this with? (Taking a decision together with anoth
person is a definite help towards keeping that decision. Of course it
does cost ones pride something to be honest about ones needs with more
than oneself).

PS: "Out of self, into Christ, on to others". F.B.
"When I cease to be militant, I get critical". F.B.
"When each of you stands on his own feet, I will know that this work
will go on". F.B.



STUDY ON FRANK BUCH..l\1AN Part V (part IV had no quote sheet)

How can one creat a just and lasting peace?

I) The present debate on peace centers around the following ~s:

a) 170 Russian SS20 medium range missiles now aiming at the heart of
Europe. One new missile a week is presently being installed.

b) December 1979, NATO decides to instal 572 Cruise (low flighing missiles)
and Pershing 2 (high speed missiles) by 1983, in Germany, GB, Italy,
Belgium and the Netherlands. This unless an arms limitation treaty
can be worked-out with the Russians before then.

c) During the past five years the Russians have spent an estimated
200 million dollars to stimulate and manipulate the European peace
movements.

d) The sudden fear of the Europeans is that instead of Russian and Ameri-
can missiles flighing over their heads, a nuclear war may have Europe
as its battle field.

e) The Russians are interested in provoking three things:
- to devied the Atlantic Alliance (NATO),
- to restrict or eliminate American influence in Europe,

to 'finlandize' the whole continent (have the continent in their zone
of influence).

II) A.Sakharov maintains that the fight for peace must be linked with the fight
against totalitarianism. That the battle for peace must be a battle for
human rights in ~ countries. Peace yes, but with freedom.

III) Buchman and the question of peace:

"Peace" comes thirty times in his speaches, only "unity" and "guidance"
come more often. The four standards are refered to only fifteen times •••

a) "Most people are selfish enough to want a peace that permits them to
wage their own private wars".

b) "Everywhere men long for peace and prepare for war. They long to rebuild
and prepare to destroy •••".

c) "Someone must always make peace. For peace is not an idea; it is
people becoming different".

d) "Longing for peace is not enough. 'rhere must be a new spirit. There
must be a fight against the causes of conflict, against selfishness,
greed and hate. In this battle everyone has a part".

e) "••• men who hav~ learned that the secret of peace lies first in their
own hearts, thenxtheir homes. Then they can hope to bring peace in the
family of nations".

f) "Peace in the world can only spring from peace in the hearts of men".

g) "The spirit that refuses to hate when men are hateful. The spirit
that is just when others are unjust. The spirit that is unselfish
when others are selfish. Such are the men that can be used by the
Prince of Peace to make peace".

h) "World peace will only come through nations which have achieved
God-control".
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IV) What conclusions can we draw for ourselves?

(part V)

- .
- No one in our countries is for war.
- Maintaining peace is approached in opposing ways:

The strategists who believe that you need a balance of power to
maintain peace.

The idealists who believe that doing a way with arms is the only
guarantee for peace.

- Neither of. these groups attemps to go to the root of division and
war.

- The realists may be those who believe that the key to peace lies in
our ability to deal 1) with selfishness,

2) with bitterness.
(Quotes III d, III g, are helpful)

-Rev. Tim Earrlow yeasterday expressed our task -the most urgently
needed in the world today - as being that of reconcilers, reconcilers
of people with God and of people with people. Could it be that peace
is a fruit of such living? If so what is our part?

- A war against self'ishness and bitterness, the only road to peace?

Ei! A couple of quotes relating to part IV of this study "When my time comes
togo, whatever you do, relate it to modern life":

a) "Sometimes we are tempted to wounder if there is another way ••• :But the
secret is m~x 'Not my way, but God's way. Not my will, but God's will'.
This is the cure for eonfusion- making God the decisive authority - not
saying 'yes' with our lips only, but also with the discipline of'our
lives. It makes you natural, it makes you real. You need never try
to appear wiser or better than you really are •••".

b) "r do not say that I am without sin - I do live for one thing only: to
make Christ regnant in everyone and every nation".

A final - small - suggestion, do take-up these sheets again in the weeks
to come and use them as a starter for you quiet times. All these quotes
need to be digested and made your own if they are to be any help.

Thanks for your patience,

J-M D. January 1982
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