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"NEV SPIRIT ABROAD IN
SOUTH AFRICA"

LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS
CHANGED

South A f r i ca ' s  sha re  i n  t h e  O x f o r d
Group m o v e m e n t  i s  descr ibed i n  a
"Brit ish We e k l y "  supplement.

• " A  Norwegian youth said. 'We used t o
try and  change Af r ica ,  a n d  now t o  m y
surprise A f r i c a  i s  sending l i f e  changers
to Norway.' S o  i t  is," says the wr i ter  o f

Ithe art icle, " A  count ry  looked upon i n
Europe a s  pre-eminent ly  a  f i e l d  f o r  _
Christian enterprise i s  becoming a  l i f e -
changing force among t h e  nations, I t s
field i s  the world, I t  is helping t o  buila
a n e w  Europe o n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f
changed lives.

"A n a t i o n  beg inn ing  t o  unders tand
what i n te r -racial reconcil iation means i s
sending sp i r i t ua l  ambassadors t o  t h e
nations o f  Europe; beginning t o  realise
its o w n  dest iny  i n  Chr i s t ,  i t  i s  eager
to spread t h e  same n e w  s p i r i t  abroad.
During t h e  l a s t  1 8  m o n t h s  3 0  S o u t h
Africans h a v e  co-operated w i t h  i n t e r -
national t eams  i n  n o  less  t h a n  e i g h t
countries. T h e s e  a r e  sp i r i tua l  pioneers
who labour fo r  an enduring world peace.

RACE A N D  COLOUR
"To  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  wor ld ,  S o u t h

Africa h a s  a lways suggested t h e  p rob-
lems o f  race and colour. I n  1929, when
Dr. B u c h m a n  b rough t  a  t e a m  o f  t h e
Oxford Group t o  our, country, many saw
a new way  o f  regarding t he  race si tua-
tion. W a s  i t  not  i n  reality. the country's
great opportunity of proving to the world
that t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Ch r i s t  cou ld  adequ-
ately solve t h i s  baff l ing  problem? T h e
solution, however, h a d  f i r s t  t o  be found

.in t h e  l ives o f  individuals.
"Many c a m e  t o  t h o s e  e a r l y  H o u s e

'Parties w i t h  e n  a t t i t u d e  o f  n a t i o n a l
pride, iso la t ion  a n d  b i t terness,  w h i c h
only needed t o  b e  mul t ip l ied  i n  m o r e
lives t o  l and  t h e  count ry  i n  c i v i l  w a r.
Yet a t  t h e  end o f  ten  days we rose to -
gether, and took a  vow o f  fr iendship, i n
these words: ' S o o n e r  shall th is  limitless
veld pass away,  sooner sha l l  t h i s  end-
less sunshine cease, t h a n  w e  Af r ikaans
and Engl ish-speaking S o u t h  A f r i c a n s
shall b reak  t h e  peace w h i c h  w e  swear
here a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  R e -
deemer.'

"THE B I R T H  O F  A  N AT I O N "
"To-day South A f r i ca  i s  providing f o r

the wor ld  a  demonstration o f  t h e  pos-
sibility o f  a  new understanding between
the races. A  n e w  s p i r i t  i s  abroad i n
our count ry.  P a r t i e s  representing t h e
Dutch and English have united. I t  was
one o f  t h e  g rea t  Eng l i sh  dai l ies  t h a t
pointed o u t ,  t h e  s igni f icance o f  t h e
spiritual forces wh ich  underlay pol i t ica l
unity.

"A leading lawyer  wro te  recent ly :  ' I
attended t h e  g r e a t  Fus ion  Conference
at Bloemfontein, when  t h e  new  Fusion
Party was launched, a n d  the  sp i r i t  was
different f r o m  any th ing  w e  have  seen
in t h i s  coun t r y  f o r  a  hund red  years.
Instead o f  t h e  usua l  struggle between
English a n d  D u t c h  t o  ge t  a s  m u c h  a s
each could ou t  o f  every situation, there
was t h e  u t m o s t  g o o d  w i l l ,  a n d  e a c h
side w a s  mos t  anxious t o  g ive  t o  t h e
other side a  f a i r  deal. I  have seldom
seen such a  spir i t  i n  a  polit ical meeting.'

" In  t h e  relat ions between b lack  a n d
white, t o o ,  someth ing i s  beginning t o
happen wh ich  m a y  y e t  develop i n t o  a n
understanding and co-operation t h a t  the
most op t im is t i c  o f  u s  considered i m -
possible. I n  cer ta in  d is t r ic ts  renowned
for t h e i r  a n t i -European s e n t i m e n t ,
natives w h o s e  o w n  l i v e s  h a v e  b e e n
changed h a v e  become apost les o f  r e -
conciliation, a n d  are  demonstrating th i s
new s p i r i t  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v i n g .  A
rowing number o f  Europeans a re  f i n d -
g a  complete f reedom f r o m  t h e  i n -
ained co lour  prejudice o f  generations.
rely these a r e  prophet ic promises o f
at s t i l l  may happen on  a  nation-wide

ale."


