The writer.

read the Rev.
Rocliffe Mackintosh’s
article on “The -Group
and the Churches,” I
burned to take up my
pen in 1ts defence, so
that it is with great pleasure that I
follow ! M§1:ﬁe Hounsell’s suggestion
and teH™ of the grotip -that I know.
This™ g} group» is not an organised
group <zt *gil¥and, for that matter,
all thesHiore" srgmﬁcant I think, for
it shows™an entirely new spirit and
conceptidh’ of Christianity, for such
meetings«to take place at all-
These meetings take the form of
“afternoons” at the home of a friend,
an ardent “ovanner,”’

HEN 1

A few people
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are mv1ted to tea, and told that they
will meet one or two group friends.
These friends’ consist of a few who
are interested:in the movement, but
* know ~little about: it at first hand;
- perhaps one or two unhappy ones,
whem my friend feels might find
that which ‘would help them to face
their burdens, and "the majority
“groupers” proper. _

These groupers all belong to other
individual groups and are also mem-
bers of ‘churches of different’ de-
nominatidns. '

During-and after tea there is some

-gemeral talk; but oh; the difference
from the chatter one so often hears
at these tea-parties! There is a
moment’s quiet, a prayer is offered
up, and then quite naturally, earn-
estly -and unaffectedly, sitting just
where we happened to be, different
women in turn, as guided, begin to
tell the rest just what the Oxford
Group has meant to them in experi-
ence. I shall never forget how I
sat there at my first meetmg, listen-
ing to these women oné after an-
other telling eagerly~of this wonder-
ful thing that had cgme into their
lives and revolutlonlsed them; of the
joy and happiness it had brought to
them and to those about them,
frankly ‘confessing their faults and
fallmgs, and telling of how they had
been+ given strength to overcome

ends if you went to a psycho-analyst
and allowed him to probe till you
unburdened yourself. You do find a
certain release from your burdens
and inhibitions, but it all may havé
a psychological rather than a fe-
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ligious significance. If, on the other
j hand, your sharing is in godly sor-
them, and re]mcmg at the new life row for sin- through, Christ, it may
that was thejrs. I was. amazed at __be simply invaluable.” -
the love and "happiness "that, filéd  Now “sharing”. as I.have experi-
them—that they radxated Here enced it in the .group is not a mat- -
was what I'had been Seeking all .my ter of unburdening oneself at all, of
life! Here were Christians such as thinking of self at all—it is trymg
I had felt, Christians ought to be to to help someone else. And that is
be called by the name. the whole spirit of the group. It
There was-such an air of absolute--is not-a matter "of tiying to - save
honesty, sincerity, and loving kind- one’s own soul, of escaping the
ness about them—and it was loving wrath to come; it is trying to help
kindness that I had found so sadly others, of making love and service
lacking in many Christians I --had one’s aim, of living up to the high-
previously known. There was, too, est that is in one.
such an air of conviction, they un- I, too, like Myrtle Hounsell, shall
doubtedly had found something real, have to:be- personal, as one ean. only'
some power or vital force, and they speak .of oné’s ‘own experience”
were just bursting to share what such a vital and essentially persona]
they had found with® everyone in a subject.
spirit of love and Christian- fellow- - Now the crux of the ;whole matter
ship. . to me is, that althoigh an earnest
And rlght fhere I am gomg to be- seeker after truth. from childhood to
gin om® My’ M‘ackmtosh’s criticism 'of what I_suppose‘ Ir must *accept ‘as
group “sharing.”. To my mind he ‘middle-age, and “although brought up
has missed the whole sxgmﬁcance and in the church, not one single pro-
purpose of “sharing” “and” of ‘the” fessing Chrlstxan ever tried to ‘help
movement-itself when he says:— ‘me, or knew - ors:. hothgred about
“Some of you might gain the same whether I needed help—and it is
Co just this “sharing” that I am con-
=viriced thethurchnesds to ’Tnake ‘het
more. effectual. .

For pretty well ’chlrty years, as
soon as 1 was old enough to question
things,” T was ‘roubled by scepticism
and doubt. There was ‘so much: I
could not helieve, and I could find
nothing real in it all.

I longed for some wise person,
.someome who spessessed real convic-
tion to confide in. If only I could
but talk it all out. with someone who
had perhaps gone through the same
struggles and difficulties and doubts
—had won through, who really be-
lieved. There must be many, too,
‘feeling exactly like that.

In all those years I never met one
Christian who made it possible for
me to talk to them.

It wanted but oné tihy word of
encouragement; one tiny opening

. from either minister.,or. real Christ
tian to.have had it all come tumbling
from my hps and. overcharged heart}
‘That opening never came in all the,
years, until I came in contact with]
the groups. i
2+ Every siggle~“grouper” I have
= et iy only tos: willing and ‘proud to
talk of her. faith and the Christ-she
has* fourid, angd her ‘ore- aim is “to
share Hlm with others. I have
found them imbued with the Spirit
of  Christ and they bring it into
every phdse of ‘their daily lives, and
do not make of it" merely a mattér
of belief.

I would like to teI} 'of one minister
who is also a ‘grouper, the first min-
ister who had ever spoken to me of
religion.

Although he had not rldden a
bicycle for about fifteen years, and
was a man of sixty, hearing that I
was in dire trouble, and knowing
something of my state of mind from
a mutual friend, and, although he
‘had but met me once for a few
moments, he borrowed a bicycle—
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“veyance—and rode twelve miles up‘

hill. and’ down dale over a very bad" .
bumpy road to come and see me, .

arriving in a state of exhaustion.
Waiting merely long enough to re-
cover somewhat, he plunged. straight

“to the point, and for a matter of .

about two hours wrestled w1th my .

déubts and perplexities in an utter
forgetfulness of self.
that minister just bursting to help
me, puttlng' forth every ounce that
was, in him in a spirit of Christian
love' -and fellowship in the desire to
help “nie. )

The spirit of that man did more
to convince- me than all the argu-
ments or advice he could offer, or
the most - eloquent sermon ever
preached—and I was a stranger to

I could feel .

him and not even a member of his

¢hurch! -
‘Where Mr Mackintosh got his
ideas about groupers from I do not

know, unless the group he knows is _

very different from the one I know.

I feel that he is judging the groups .

by the few foolish ones that make
mistakes. There always have been
and always' will beé -foolish ones in
every movement that make mistakes.

As for the -charge that they are
antagonistic "to the churches——why,
every grouper that I know -is an
ardent church-goer, - and.- most = of
them never went before!
teaches, “join some church or. go
,back into your church and become a
better member and worker than you
were before.” All they do is to de-
mand something more vital and real
‘than  mere church-going.

“ Surely it is because of the spread-
ing influence of the groups that we
do not hear so much about empty
churches these days! The g'rou’ps
are filling them.

The great thing about belonging to
the groups is that one cannot remain
in them and be a professing Chris-
tian only. It is the very downright
honesty and sincerity one finds there
that attracts the ‘earnest seeker and
repels those not w1111ng to face up
to it.

Christ was essentially practlcaI
Himself. He did not theorise about
His teaching.” He lived it.” He fed
the hungry, healed the sick, forgave
sinners, washed His dzsciples “feet.
Christ never told anyone to get down
to solid thinking. - He ' said: “Thy
faith has made " thee “whole,” ‘and
“Except ye become as little children

ye -cannot enter the ngdom of

God.”

Mr Mackintosh says, “It is well
that 'you should apply yourselyes to
problems of conduct, but, after all,
‘these are not the chiéf concern of
Christian people . . . it is what we

The group -

he does that a man is justified, not
sunply by what he believes.” -

T -come last to the suggestion -that
groupers have “mounted with wings
as eagles, have had visions and rap-
tures, but you don’t seem to have
reached the stage where you have
walked and not fainted.” .

That is the- unkindest cut’ of all
That is to me one of the great dif-
ferences between a “grouper’s sur-
render” and an emotional revivalist
conversion. -I heard it so often said
in the begmnmg, of certain - people,
“Oh, it is all rlght—-but will it last?”
With those I know it has lasted.
Some may have fallen out, although
I know of none myself, but if ‘so, it
would be found to be those who have
not been able to face up to the abso-
lute honesty and sincerity involved.
The groupers I first met nearly three
years ago have proved that they
have the staying power as well as
the enthusiasm.

"It is® this downright, honest'to—
goodness, literal carrying out ~of
Christ’s teaching that frightens those
who want’ to keep their religion
nicely parcelled up into a harmless,
genteel sort of Sunday-go-to-meeting

religion. Groupers believe that
Christianity ‘should not be an opxﬁte
—but a dynamic! ~

"And so I would like to testify that
I am one who found in the groups
what I failed to find in a’ lifetime of
seeking elsewhere—the Spirit “of
Christ shed abroad in men’s hearts.

I would like to conclude -by quot-
ing a passage from a letter from a
grouper at present in England” who
was privileged to .attend a large
house-party at Oxford recently.

“The house-party was just won-
derful, and~I wish all my - friends
could have :been there. © There were
three colleges occupied and about six
hundred people present. '

“This movement. is growing in
England ‘like wildfire, and the
Bishops of London, Leicester, Roches-
ter and others are definitely connect—
ing themselvés with it. -

“There were people from India,
China, America, the Continent, South
Africa, Cairo, . Sweden—oh, just
everywhere!—and, . my - dear, the
radiancy, the-happiness, the fellow-
ship, the love and,.oh, all the beauti-
ful cultivated lovely young men and
women! . I just couldn’t.do much

© more than sit and: stare during those

days.

-“The work is growing amongst the
rich, the poor, -the slum dwellers, the
tltled and- the intellectuals—there
was one- dear: old bootlegger' Every

. class was there—ra,ll one in Christ.

believe and how much we believe it

—these are the things that really
count.”

Surely if Christ came to teach us
anything, it was just that—that all
the belief in the world, if your .con-
duct was wrong, was worse, than use-
less.
in their religion and.
very strongly, too!-

When Jesus wanted to boil down
His gospel into a few words, was it
anything about belief? No— it was,
 “Do unto others as you would they
should do unto you.’ “Love your
neighbour as youtrself.” A matter of
conduct.

The whole of the Sermon on the
Mount .is a matter of conduct.

St. James says, “My brothers, what
is the use of anyone declaring'he has
faith if he,has no deeds to‘ show?
You show me your faith without
any deeds, and I will show.you by
fm,y deeds’ what faith is. _You ‘believe
in -God?* Well and goed, So do the
devils, and they shudder ” And
raga:m “Yol. observe it is- by What

in God,

We were. like one big lovely family.
It-was heavenly

And that, I thmk speaks for it-
self, and is where the group has

. taken such a hold on the imagination

of thinking, earnest people, just be-

: cause. they..do endeavour to practise

Surely the Pharisees believed
and’

what -Christ preached, ‘and:.to earry
out His-teachings literally.in every
circumstance of life, instead of doing
as Ezekiel said, “And lo, thou art
unto them as a very lovely song,, of
one that hath a pleasant voice; for
they hear thy words, but ~they - do
them not,”. or, as St. Paul predicted
men would do in the latter days:
“For though they keep up a form of
religion, they will have nothing to do
with it as a force.”

To those who would criticise the
movement or are afraid of it, I would
give the advice that Gamaliel. a
doctor of law, gave to the sanhedrin
when the Apostles were arraigned
before it for preaching Christ:—

“Let them alone. If this project
or enterprise springs from men, it
will collapse; whereas, if it really
springs from God, yo‘u will_be unable
1:0I put them down (Moffat. Acts
VI ! !



