Opening Meetings
GE‘@UP

Overflow Accommodatior
Necessary, Yet Leader
Tells Audience Aim Is
Not Numbers, But to
Reach Individual Lives
—Average Person of
Today Does Not Know
How to Pray, Speaker
Fears

TESTIMONY GIVEN
ABOUT NEW LIFE

B

i Thousands of people sitting spell-‘\
;bound for two hours last night testi \
Ified to religion’s vital spark and b
{the belief in the power of Divine ruk
fand guidance. i
Not that the thousands of Torono
citizens who thronged two huge rooms
at the King Edward - Hotel and
crowded St. James's. Cathedral con-
stituted all that wanted to hear the
opening night’s messages of “The Ox-
ford Group,”. which is said to have

'peen sweeping the world in its en-

¢ deavor to “change lives”; apparently
 there~were multiple times that numbg™
{ who would have come if they couk
rhave been accomm . :

And N. D. Buchyh

Fra
man, the predominant member of
this Oxfora Group of three score
visitors, Jjust descended on  To-!
ronto from Detroit, rather depre-'
cated numbers in his opening night’s
“message” to_ the crowded audience

“our gim really is not numbers,” he
said. “our aim s i:nd'r\riduap,lsz
Rather Abrupt Manner.

Far from a wheedling type, this Mr.
Buchman has a rather aorupt way of[”
dealing with his audience. “Nobody ¢
move!” he commands sharply at theC

end of the meeting, after testimonies’.
have been given and that “get-away’
stir is heard among the chairs. An¢,
“Some people like to go to meetingy,
they have always gone to meetings,”
he says, rather sarcastically, refer-
ring to the size of, the .throngsbe-
“Numbers don’t interes?
us very much; they can be o \f
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_hindrance. Oh, I see you in
audience; I know Yyou; some greal
old sermon-tasters.” i

Undenominational or “gupradenomi- |
national,” they say; slightly unortho-
dox in their manner of procedure;
unusual, to say the jeast, in that the )
pulk and the grealtest of their meet-|
ings are held, not in sacred edifices,
| put apparently in hotels or large audi-
toriums, or *‘house parties,” as they
were referred to last night; and the
frankest of people in their personal
testimonies, which apparently consti-
tute the meat and bones of their
meetings, these Oxonians  simply
radiate good-will on their hearers as
they detail the manner and time of
their “change’—they do not call it
conversion; conversion, apparently, is
only a starting point in their doctrine
(but there, again, they have no doc-
trine). And there is no organization.
no association to join. The audience
was told last night they could not.
\“join" if they* wanted to.




