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r— Chasing Rainbows

A crear caME in Delhi these days is trying to put
together the jig-saw puzzle of alignments, re-align-
ments and non-alignments.  The President’s latest
visit to Roumania ffas started people talking of “feel-
ers from China”. This the President has denied. A
strong belief persists, however, that some approaches
were tried. Wherever the Indian President” went,
the Chinese Ambassadors were dutifully present.

Soon, Mr. S. M. Joshi, Chairman of the Samyukta
Socialist Party, advocated reconsideration of our
Chinese policy. Mr. E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Left-
Communist leader and former Chief Minister of
Kerala, called for direct talks with China on the basis
of recognizing Chinese suzerainty over Tibet and ac-
commodating her in the Aksaichin region. Right-
Communist %eader, Mr. M. N. Govindan Nair, terms
Mr. Namboodiripad’s suggestion “frivolous”. The
moving spirit of the S.S.P., Dr. Lohia, calls it “child-
ish prattle”.

A section of the responsible press of India, how-
ever, has now joined this chorus. They say we must
allow for resilience in our foreign policy, “that the
objectives of a policy are sacrosanct and not the me-
thods and materials by which it is conducted”,

Another argument advanced is that China has
found that Rawalpindi is not worth the trouble, she
has already lost Indonesia in the recent coup and
that “recent trends in the Afro-Asian world have add-
ed to China’s sense of isolation”.

If anything, recent events in Indonesia have
shown that what the friendliest nation can expect
from China is a coup d’etat, if not a direct invasion
as India had. Those who play at chasing rainbows
over the Himalayas should study this month’s events
rather than inflict their confusion on our countrymen.
Unless China changes her aims, making peace with
her will be like making peace with Hitler—a Munich.

The fact that China did not attack India after
her ultimatum of four weeks ago has started the dan-
gerous thinking in some circles that Peking is less
aggressive. Do facts bear that out?

"> At a banquet last week for Cambodia’s head of
state, Marshal Chen Yi said, “It is imperative to wage
serious struggle and to take risks. Only in this way
shall we be able to win.”

The Bangkok Foreign Office has repeatedly
stated that arms and Chinese—traing\l cadres in un-
yrecedented quantity enter South Vietnam, Laos anq
make their way into Thzulanq. ”Pckmg a}ld Hanoi
regularly threaten the “liberation” of Thailand.

® China’s recent set-back in Africa, far from mak-
ing her submissive, is prompting her to step up sub-
version, according to Malawi’s Dr. Banda.

We see the world through Kashmir-coloured
glasses and so large does it loom that our hands grope
th the dark for friendship. God forbid that we grip

k the wrong arm.

Curious Anomaly

OFTEN QUOTED in recent days is a remark of the nine- * -

teenth century statesman, Lord Salisbury, that “na-
tions have no permanent friends or enemies but oneg{.
permanent -interests”.  Self-interest, it is- argued,
should be the main criterion of national policy.

But are the words of. the nineteenth centuﬁ;

Englishman -a valid guide for the twentieth cen

Pakistan, China or any other country could use the *

same argument to justify their actions.

Obviously, governments must take account of -~

their own peoples’ needs. It is what they exist to

do. Yet what is thought to be a nation’s immediate -

interest may not in the long term prove to be so.
In the atomic age the world is too small and the
danger of conflict too great for each country to be a

law unto itself. Neither the United Nations, nor the

Commonwealth, nor any other international organi-

zation can work unless each is willing to give up at

least part of its own way for the good of all.

A nation of wholly selfish individuals would dis- :

integrate. So too would a world of wholly selfish
nations. If civilization is to go on, both men and
nations, East and West, have to find a way of living

beyond themselves. It will be a curious anomaly~
when young democracies of the twentieth century .

work on the adages of nineteenth century imperialism.

Up in the Air

THOSE WHO DESPAIR of getting a decent hotel room in
New Delhi during the peak season may find some
solace in the prediction that before long we shall have
a hotel in space. But, of course, the Finance Mini-
ster is unlikely to issue “P” forms for such a jaunt.

It is clear there will have to be a fool-proof sys-
tem of advance reservations. Imagine rocketing in
after a 673,846-mile journey, tired and _star-dusty,
only to find a “No Vacancy” sign hanging 011d$he
hatch, or that your room had been double-booked!

And what about parking? What about the door--
man? Will he stand inside the entrance rea.d]y to
take your pressure helmet or }f);*) tethered outside to

3 id of your space cratt: -y

OptnTgLen]ther(fa 3; the guestion of tariff. Will cha.xt-gest-
be per day or per 94 hours? Rather an m;po.1 im
matter when one realizes that dawn and another day
3 5 ery 80 minutes or SO. ;
Lom%il;(l)lug\(}e;zhiz;g weightless it would scim t('))cilci
minate the need for lifts. Meals and (1111111:‘ \t»( lt:h-
be served—or rather squirted—from tubes Ii .t,l t00 .
paste. “A second quirt, Sir?” your wmtf.-c.x, mlg 1v021?1d.

A round-trip ticket plus a three \\./C(;’]\b‘ stay ]\d ¢
cost about Rs. 650,000. One-way tickets \_v.?(u f]thc
be available. It may seem a lot. But thin totheiz:
tycoons who would happily pay it only t(lv pp By
toes up in the hotel’s lounge and watch their

lent, noisy planet spin silently by.




Briefly Speaking... .

They are ill discoverers that think
there is no land, when they can see
nothing but sea.

Francis Bacon 1561-1626

Fresh Look

AT rasT an admission has come from
the highest sources that the pro-
gramme of “land to the tiller” was
not enough to solve the country’s ag-
ricultural problems. This fact was
stated by Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao, mem-
ber of the Planning Commission in
charge of Agriculture. Speaking at
Poona the other day, he said that
the programme had actually created
more production problems than it
had solved, and the same was the
case with the ceiling on land hold-
ings.

Text-book Lesson
Cuampions of text-book nationaliza-
tion please note what the Punjab
audit report says. Against an admis-
sable profit of 5 per cent, the Gov-

—CHALTA HAIl...—

“The Defence Ministry wants to
know if the Diwali ban on bombs
and crackers applies to them.”

This weekly fea-
ture comes to you
through the court-
esy of the KEagle
Vacoum Botile Mfg. {
Oo. (Pvt.) L <
manufacturers of
the FHagle range of
vacuum flasks, jugs
and insulated ware,

LADY HAMILTON

ernment has earned 24.18 per cent
without giving any relief to the peo-
ple.

The audit also held the State Gov-
ernment responsible for misappro-
priation running into crores of
rupees. Unsatisfied audit objections
amount to 75,000 in a year, involv-
ing Rs. 56 crores. The report says
that irrigation projects constructed
at a cost of Rs. 15544 crores have
been run at a loss of Rs. 2.70 crores
last year.

The Volcano
WinNeR of the Gandhi Award, Hindi
novelist A.G. Sheorey’s novel of the
Quit India period, “Jwalamukhi”, is
already available in ten Indian lan-
guages and will be available in four
more through the National Book
Trust.

This story of the struggle that
mobilized the Indian nation will be
published in English by the Pageant
Press of New York in January, en-
titled, “The Volcano” ($4.00).
Novelist Sheorey gives insight into
the meaning of Gandhian non-viol-
ence. His central character, Abhay
Kumar, is a student revolutionary,
prototype of thousands who gave
their all for India’s freedom. In Ab-
hay’s sacrifice, the author reveals
how the power of love and non-
violence transforms the heart of an
Indian magistrate, who tries him.

It is hoped that a paper-back edi-

tion of the novel will soon be issued.

Prison ABCs

Derar Administration’s  Education
Department is to be complimented
on its scheme for introducing lite-
racy to the prisoners in the Tihar
jail.  As well as Hindi, arithmetic
and accounts are taught with the
help of a string and pebbles, a me-
thod found eminently successful in
North Indian villages. Prisoners ap-
peared for their first test at the end
of last month,

Earning Their Keep
Meanwnre the British Home Secre-
tary announces a scheme to pay pri-
soners- £10 to £12 per week as
wages for work done. It will mean
erecting miniature factories in the

prisons and the prisoners will -be
paid according to piece .rates wher-
ever possible. Out of his wages, the
prisoner would pay £3 for his board
and lodging and 16/- for his health
msurance,

In the drive to make India self-
reliant, maybe Indian prisons could
also consider similar scheme

Hair-brained

CommunNisT CHiNa has an original
way of earning foreign exchange.
Young Chinese women are being ex-
horted to become more patriotic by
agreeing to be shorn of their hair.
They are promised as much as Rs. 50
for plaits averaging two feet in
length.

Party cadres are reported to be
canvassing in homes, farms and fac-
tories. It is explained to the women
that the current “degenerate fashion
of wigs in capitalist countries” gives
China this benefit.

Smasher
BerT CAPEWELL of Barleston, Eng-
land, has broken 18 million pieces of
pottery in 12 years. No, he is not
clumsy, he is “chief smasher” at a
local pottery factory. His job is to
destroy rejected and imperfect cups
bowls and tea-pots. His wife does
not allow him to do the washing up
after meals at home. “She is afraid

T will break something,” he says.

Atomic Powered Ship
Jaran, the first nation to suffer from
the atomic bomb, is conducting re-
search on the effects of radiation on
man and his environment. She is
making rapid strides in the develop-
ment of atomic energy. She has
erected her own natural uranium
heavy water type reactor., Next year
she will launch her first  atomic-
powered ship which will make its
maiden voyage in 1969

Tailpiece
AcHARYA VINOBA BrAVE, in a letter
quoted in Sarvodaya, says, “I always
say God has given us two long hands
to work with and one small mouth to
eat. Why this bogey of growing

population?” e

The Acharya is right. If only we
ocan get all “long hands” to exercise as

much as “small mouths”)
R.M.L.

Hivmar, October 29, 1965

As the Prime Minister’s figure
emerged on the rostrum at Bom-
bay’s Azad Maidan on Sunday an
estimated one million people
burst into applause. There be-
fore him was the largest con-
course in India’s living memory.
The applause he got was not only
as a man but as a symbol of the
spirit of the nation.

Three years ago a perceptive bio-
grapher wrote, “Shastri has a will of
his own and what is more unusual,
a conscience. Neither is transient.
Under the right circumstances they
could assert themselves with possib-
ly telling effect.” In Shastri, the man
and the hour have met.

The Prime Minister addressed
the gathering of more than a million
for almost an hour. His speech was
punctuated with humour. He twit-
ted Pakistan, but there was no ran-
cour in him. He laughed at himself
when he said, reférring to India’s
Gnat aircraft, that nowadays it is
the small things that perform well.

For all that, it was a major policy
speech where he declared that if
Pakistan did not withdraw from the
Chhamb area, India would not with-
draw from Lahore sector.

Three points about his speech
were significant.  First, he made
hardly any mention of China. China’s
threats and ultimatum of four weeks

ago, the grave days of anxiety were -

not mentioned. The Prime Minister
appeared to have now one major pre-
occupation and that was Pakistan.

Nation’s Self-Reliance

Second, the Prime Minister made
it clear that Kashmir was a closed
book; that India did not want any
political settlement on the issue.

Third, to achieve the purpose of
his policy on Kashmir, Mr. Shastri
expressed eagerness for the support
and understanding of the two most
powerful nations, the U.S.A, and the
U.S.S.R., but he made it clear that
his decision did not depend on out-
side support, but on the self-reliance
in industry, agriculture and defence
of the millions of India.

Mr. Shaslri’s policy is based on
certain premises—(a) that the pre-

Hiviniat, October 22, 1965

By R. M Lala

sent. spirit generated in the Indiau
nation will last; (b) that the Kash-
mir people and their leaders will re-
main faithful to India; (c¢) that the
United States will look after the
threat from China on India’s border
and also in South-East Asia; (d)
that the two giants of the Commun-
ist world, the Soviet Union and
China, will remain divided and that
a substantial measure of Soviet sup-
port to India will be forthcoming.

Let us be quite clear on the con-
sequences of our present stand. We
can fight over Kashmir for the next
10 years, but in that process the
whole of non-Communist Asia will
be weakened. We would have to con-
centrate against Pakistan and per-
force withdraw from the central bat-
tle for Asia—which is not to whom
Kashmir belongs, but which idea
shall rule Asia. Both India and Paki-
stan will grow inwards and look in-
wards, more and more. While they
concentrate on Kashmir, China is
free to paint Asia red.

Settlement with China?

Why the U.SS. should continue to
fight Chinese aggression while we
Asians remain divided, does not cross
our fevered minds today. The United
States of 1965 has accepted the res-
ponsibility to defend Asia, but there
is an influential section, spear-head-
ed by Walter Lippmann, who believe
that U.S. interests do not lie in Asia
and Africa, but in the Americas
and Europe. The present events on
the Indian sub-continent will streng-
then this wing of U.S. public opinion.
The America of 1968 may not feel it
is her job to’save Asia from Chinese
Communism, whilst two major na-
tions of Asia play their private game,

Already a section of Indian public
opinion is discussing fresh moves
for a China settlement. (See Edito-
rial.)

Reports of the President’s recent
tour show that India is turning in-
creasingly to the East European bloc
for aid. Czechoslovakia can supply
not only heavy machinery, but arms
Roumania can supply oil. Consider-
able importance is attached to
T.TK’s mission to Moscow. Will

INDIA’S ULTIMATE AIM

the Soviet Union ingrease her com-
mitments for India’s immediate eco-
nomic plans when aid from the West
is uncertain? We have to be alert that
excessive dependence on the Soviet
bloc at no point cramps our freedom.

During the Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai
period the West was loud in its
warnings to us of China’s intentions.
Today when Mr. Bhutto is taking
Pakistan every day closer to China,
the West is notably silent. West-
ern press and television in their pub-
licity of Mr. Bhutto have promoted
one of China’s star-performers.

The Broader Picture

Indian intelligence reports sup-
plied to the U.N. Secretary-General
state that Pakistan has launched a
major programme for training fresh
infiltrators. No less than 14,000 raid-
ers have been recruited for training.
The United Nations Security Coun-
cil, and the four major powers indi-
vidually, must make it known to
Pakistan that she will have to bear
responsibility for any action the
world body might take. It is all the
more significant that Pakistan is now
pressing for the dismissal of General
Nimmo who earlier reported the in-
filtration.

Even so, while fully prepared to
defend herself, India will have to
stretch her mind beyond the bounds
of narrow nationalism to a broader
picture of Asia and be ready at the
right time to adapt her policies ac-
cordingly.

India has repeated that her quar-
rel was never with the people of
Pakistan. India may need to see a
future political settlement with Paki-
stan not as a sacrifice of her immedi-
ate self-interest, but as a long-term
investment in her own security. For
if Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia,
Burma and Nepal fall to China, can
India be far behind?

True statesmanship on both sides
of the cease-fire line consists in work-
ing for the day when Pakistan and
India can secure the Asian continent
and give an alternative to Peking.
That has to remain the ultimate aim
of Indian policy, difficult as it may
seem today.

W
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A FEW FROM THE WIDE RANGE OF
PHILIPS INDUSTRIAL LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

TKA 11/240
Stove enamelled with
two-piece reflector

TKC 23/240
Stove enamelled with
top slotted reflector

TKC 24/240
Vitreous enamelled
for highly

humid conditions

4

TXC 10

For dust-laden and
corrosive
surroundings

4

HKC 10
4 For Highbay lighting with
250/40§watt mercury vapour lamp

YES—with |

PHILIPS
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

You get maximum light output only if every component
of the lighting equipment functions perfectly. Philips
make sure their lighting equipment does just that—by
manufacturing every component to higher than
international standards. And since long life and top
performance depend on how well the lighting equipment
stands up to operational conditions, Philips put their
lighting gquipment to tests far more exacting than what
it will ever undergo in actual use. That is why Philips

Lighting Equipment gives such flawless service, over long
useful life, at minimum maintenance cost.

s ra
PHILIPSS

—ensure ultimate economy

Remember—=The best lighting equipment
can let you down unless you use the best
lamps. Insist on Philips TL lamps—their
fluorescent coating is precision checked for
unifermity, guaranteed to give bright light
over longer life.

HivimaT, October 22, 1965

Leap forward on the food front—

where will

Prime Minister Shastri has
done well to divert the attention
of the nation, if only for a mo-
ment, to the essential job of
meeting the critical economic
situation of the country.

His plea to make India self-suffi-
cient, self-reliant and strong has
come not a moment too soon. For
we face an economic disaster that
would have come irrespective of the
war with Pakistan and the consequ-
ent fear of the stoppage of foreign
food and economic, as well as mili-
tary, aid. It is clear that our plan-
ners showed foresight in the empha-
sis they gave to industrialization.
But, sooner or later, we were bound
to suffer the consequences of years
of slackness and wastage of re-
sources.

We have been forced to realize
that ambitious targets are no sub-
stitute for unrealized goals and that
internal and external resources would
not be forthcoming forever at the
rate set by the Planning Commis-
sion. For too long, we postponed
the personal sacrifices entailed by the
demands of development and the
exigencies of defence. We made up
for the holes in our investment
caused by inefficiency and corruption
by finding additional resources and
more foreign aid. This was an in-
herently unstable situation, which
had to be corrected.

Inevitable Sacrifices

The sacrifices that Mr. Shastri has
called for were inevitable in the deve-
loping economic situation of the past
four to five years and are not neces-
sarily connected with any potential
threat of withdrawal of foreign aid.
(Already much of our heavy indus-
try is working at about 50 per cent
of capacity for lack of essential com-
ponents or raw materials.)

We must guard against blaming
other nations for our own difficulties
and failures for, even at present levels
of economic aid, India faces a very
serious foreign exchange crisis and a
regime of stringent shortages.

We obviously cannot blame the
Western powers for the three-fold in-
crease of defence expenditure neces-

Hinmaiar, October 22, 1965

it lead us?

sitated by the hostility of Pakistan
and China. We have failed over a
period of years to increase substan-
tially our exports. Far from reducing
our food imports—an aim of policy
since the First Five Year Plan—they
have increased to the point where
they have become the main prop of
the limited ration introduced in urban
areas.

The agricultural problem is the
crux of the problem of Indian deve-
lopment. We have neglected it due
to over-optimism during the years of
the Second Five Year Plan. The re-
lative stagnation of food production
during the first three years of the
Third Plan at 80 million tons (as
against the target of 100 million tons
by the end of the Plan) and the
serious food crisis of last year has
contributed to make agriculture cen-
tral in all our thinking.

Ignorant Officials

The remarkable rise in food pro-
duction to 88 million tons during
1964—1965 is probably due to this
consciousness as much as to favour-
a})le weather conditions and the fixa-
tion of minimum prices for the pro-
ducer. But even if the country is
able to sustain this level of produc-
tion during the current year—a doubt-
ful proposition because of delayed
and inadequate rains—we shall have
a substantial deficit in the quantum
of stocks available for supply to the
urban centres.

The crash programmeé announced
by the Government to increase the
rabi crop is a minimum to ward off a
caritical shortage. The results will
depend on the extent to which offi-
cialdlom and the Congress Party
machinery can be geared to commu-
nicate a sense of urgency to the ryots.
Other measures such as the pro-
vision of diesel pumps for lift irri-
gation, provision of electricity to
tubewells now in disuse due to non-
availability of power, etc., will take
some time and it is doubtful if they
can affect the rabi crop. Realisti-
cally, the quantum of available che-
mical fertilizer is likely to be less
rather than more because of the
critical balance of payments. So the

by RR. VAITHESWARAN

country is left with only the will to
battle against odds and achieve the
impossible.

At a seminar on “Grow More
Food” held recently in Hyderabad,
Mr. Thimma Reddy, President of the
Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee,
made some down-to-earth observa-
tions. He pointed out that many
Government officials in charge of
agriculture were grossly ignorant of
their field of activity. It took some
of them years to understand whether
water was more useful to black soil
or red soil. “Goals cannot be rea-
ched,” he observed, “with such igno-
rant officials manning the implemen-
ting machinery.”

Agricultural graduates have often
never handled a plough and do not
intend to. The Agricultural Depart-
ment is notoriously full of men who
are theoretically qualified, but who
have very little practical experience.
The farmer who feels more know-
ledgeable is therefore cautious about
undertaking the financial risks of
innovation under the direction of
such officials.

Fertilizer Imports

The Andhra Pradesh Congress.
chief also points out numerous in-
stances of delay, corruption (in the
supply of fertilizer and credit) and
inefficiency.

In the case of the Nizamsagar
project, he said, water sufficient to
irrigate 30,000 acres of land floweg
back into the river due to defective
sluices and the continued failure of
the Public Works Department tq
take any action. Similarly, for
want of dredgers, nearly three lakh
tons of foodgrains were lost to the
Krishna and Godavari districts,

A great deal is now being talked
about the need to provide as much
fertilizer as required. “To import
chemical fertilizers instead of food
grains is not onl'v" cheaper but alse
more honourable,” said the Food
Minister recently.

Continued on next page
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But the truth is that there has been
lamentable lack of co-operation bet-
ween the Food, Finance and Com-
merce Ministries and even out of the
10 lakh tons manufacturing capacity
for chemical fertilizers sanctioned.
only four lakhs have been installed
so far. And we shall have to be
content, as the Prime Minister with
great realism declared, with utiliz-
ing to the maximum all the available
organic manure.

But agricultural improvement is a
long-term process and the Govern-
ment has to assess the failure of past
policy and take bold remedial action
if the present campaign is not to
fizzle out like every other during the
last 20 years.

One factor to recognize is that
agricultural programmes have suc-
ceeded most in those countries where
a middle-class peasantry has been
strengthened and secured in rights
of occupancy and ownership and as-
sured a minimum economic ho]ding
such as in Taiwan and Japan. It is
obvious that if the farmer is to be
induced to invest in fertilizers, bet-
ter seeds, insecticides, etc., he must
have the security of tenure that as-

sures him the benefits and the finan-
cial strength to incur the initial risks
of innovation. Therefore, even at the
risk of overlooking the distributive
principles of our Socialist policy, it
may be essential for some time to
concentrate on those aspects of agra-
rian policy that reinforce produc-
tivity.
Hard Work and Care

However, as important as the. mea-
sures to increase productivity are the
inducements and pressures on the
farmer to part with his produce at
prices not only profitable to himself
but also within the means of the
urban consumer.

Large food imports such as under
PIA80 provide to the Government a
readily available stock which is a
lever to pressurize the farmer to
part with his surplus. If imports
are not so large, or are stopped al-
together, the middle peasantry can
hold the nation to ransom. As they
are also the most influential politi-
cal group at the State level, they

are a strong force towards higher
prices for foodgrains.

Despite the call of patriotism.
these pressures are likely to accen-
tuate the conflict of interest between
New Delhi and the States. The na-

tional leadership will need to be firm
as well as decisive in order to en-
sure that the benefits of increased
production flow to the whole nation
and are not exploited to the private
advantage of a group of powerful
pmducers or intermediaries.

The administrative machinery is
the most crucial factor. The human
element is the most decisive. Among
the mest inhibiting factors in a vil-
lage are the squabbles and factional
fights that prevent any constructive
initiative.  Often the Government
officer, whose interest is confined to
his salary and the narrowest defini-
tion of his job, succumbs to this en-
vironment.

If the Government could impart
the secret of hard work and care for
the villager to all its officials, from
the village level worker upwards, a
revolution would soon be in the mak-
ing in the countrysidc. There are
not a few examples of good, honest,
hard-working men giving this kind of
inspired leadership. ~ The Govern-
ment needs to invest in training such
leadership as well as in all the mate-
rial prerequisites for a successful
agriculture.

P.V.C. RESINS & COMPOUNDS
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Greely available from our factory at Kota for & wide
range of applications such as:
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© BOOK BINDING PAPER

RAJASTHAN VINYL & CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES

P. 8. 671, NEW DELHI-

VINYLS

Hivinvar, October 22: 1965

Fresh Water from the Oceans—I

Indian scientists gathered this
month in Washington with scien-
tists from 57 countries to meet a
growing threat to humannity.

More deadly even than the food
shortage is the increasing world
shortage of fresh water. Only now
is this being realized by people in
so-called “advanced” and temperate
zones as well as by those in arid re-
gions.

One way of meeting this threat is
to turn salt water from the oceans
into fresh water on a scale large
enough to provide plenty for all.

The First International Sympo-
siim on Water Desalination in
Washington was a major event in
International ~ Co-operation  Year.
The Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Poland,
Roumania were there as well as the
United States, European, Asian, Afri-
can and Latin American nations.

The U.S. and the U.SS.R. last
November signed an agreement to
work together on desalination re-
search and give their findings to the
International Atomic Energy Agency
for the benefit of all nations. Since
then scientists from the two coun-
tries have exchanged visits.

Welding the Crack

Newspapermen covering the Wa-
shington conference said this showed
one practical way of welding the
East-West crack, by both rivals find-
ing a large common objective for the
benefit of humanity.

Indian scientists from the Central
Salt and Marine Chemical Research
Institute in Bhavnagar, Gujarat, had
prepared a paper, one of the 9’7 to

given, on evaporation of sea
water in “stills”, or large shallow
basins, by the sun’s heat. This me-
thod is épecially useful in regions
where power sources are limited.

The Symposium itself comes suit-
ably in the opening year of the In-
ternational ~ Hydrological ~ Decade.
This is a ten-year period of intensive
study of the world’s water resources,
a study relatively neglected so far.

One distinguished Professor of
Crystalography said, “There has
been mno substantial improvement in
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By Reginald Holme

First of two articles by Our Special
Science Correspondent

the theory of water structure in the
last 30 years. It is one of the most
complex substances.” Men who can
discern the dews of Mars and the
clouds that veil Venus are puzzled
about many features of a drop of
water.

In making a “water inventory”
of our planet scientists have calcu-
lated that 97 per cent of the earth’s
water is in the seas and oceans. Its
salt content is too high for human
use, for agriculture or for industry.

FRONTIERS OF

Two per cent of the world’s water

‘is frozen in glaciers or the great ice

caps at the Poles. * Glacier experts
have discovered that the average
thickness of :ice on the Antarctic
continent is 8250 feet.

That leaves only one per cent that
makes up the entire supply of fresh
water for all the people on this
planet. In addition to the 3000 mil-
lion human beings already here, an-
other 3000 million will arrive in the
next 35 years.

But, for the first time in history.
there are means at hand to cope
with this demand for water. Nuclear
power can provide the heat for
large-scale desalting of sea water.

To achieve this has been, for cen-
turies, the dream of man. Sanskrit
writings thousands of years old give
directions for purifying water. Aris-
totle, in 350 B.C., taught that “salt
water, when it turns into vapour, be-
comes sweet, and. the  vapour does
not form salt water again when it
condenses”.

During the siege of Alexandria in
49 B.C., Julius Caesar relied on stills
to convert salt water for his legions
to drink. Seamen, ancient and mod-
ern, have boiled sea water to make
fresh. But only now is man within
reach of getting water aplenty from
the limitless oceans.

The late -President Kennedy said:

“There is no scientific breakthrough,
including the trip to the moon, that
will mean more to the country which
first is able to bring fresh water from
salt water at a competitive rate.”

Can this be done? Or will conver
sion always be too expensive?

Mr. Andrew C. Smith, Managing
Director of Weir Westgarth of Scot-
land, whose firm has built over half
the world’s desalting units, says that
if the demand increased, the price of
desalting plants would fall and fresh
water made available more cheaply.

He points out that “in many areas
of the world it is quite unnecessary
to wait for very large units before
distillation water supply can become
economic”.

Large units could indeed be built,
Mr. Smith said. For production of
one million gallons a day a river of
brine (salt water) 15 to 20 feet wide
and two feet deep flows through low
pressure chambers, heated so that it
“flashes” into vapour. The vapour
is then condensed by contact with
tubes containing cool sea water.
This process, passing through many
chambers, is known as the Mult-
stage Vacuum Flash Distillation pro-
cess.

Massive Research

For a production of 500 million
gallons of pure water a day from sea
water the flow would have to be a
mile or more wide. He thought the
job could be handled.

President Johnson, in August,
signed legislation for massively ex-
panded research into water desalt-
ing. Soon investment in research by
U.S. Government and industry will
top £100 million. Johnson’s target
is to develop plants that can produce
100 million gallons of fresh water a
day from brine. He says he is most
determined that “‘the great break-
through”, as he calls it, shall be achi-
eved by 1970. Of all the legislation
that crossed: his desk for signature
this vear, the President called the de.
salination bill “the most historic”.
Benefits of this research will reach
all mnations. U.S. companies like
Westinghouse already offer 150 m,

Continued on next page



gallon nuclear plants to produce
electric power and desalted water.

A 1964 report by the United Na-
tions on “Water Desalination in De-
veloping Countries” shows that
even existing units with capacities
from 100,000 gallons a day to seve-

ral million would greatly benefit
India.

Cities like Madras will need 136
per cent increase in fresh water sup-
plies by 1970. “Desalination of water
may well be the only solution which
will enable Madras to obtain a reli-
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able water supply in a relatively
short period of time,” says the U.N.
report.

Coal-fired turbo-generators to pro-
duce electric power and fresh water
from brine are reportedly being con-
sidered there. The production of
both electricity and fresh water from
plant is one of the best ways of re-
ducing the cost of desalted water.

Northern areas of Gujarat State,
including the Port of Kandla on the
gulf of Kutch and the township of
Gandhidham, were also instances of
Indian regions where desalination
would be of benefit. Here, increases
in fresh water supply of up to 584 per
cent are needed by 1970, the U.N.
teams state. The local fish canning
industry, for instance, will require
an estimated increase from 180,000
gallons of fresh water to 550,000
gallons a month.

Use of Solar Energy

Kandla port could handle large
ocean-going vessels if more fresh
water were available. Natural gas
and petroleum discovered in eastern
Gujarat might provide fuel for de-
salination. Development of Kathia-
war and Kutch peninsulas could
progress if fresh water could be sup-
plied.

Calcutta, it was fo :
desalinate plentiful s'lliltlci;'li(c):l ](\lvl;lilsl(i

:
abounds nearby, to meet the thirst
of its five million people. Small mo-
bile or stationary units could also be
}1sed for islands in the Ernakulam
inlet of Kerala.

The U.N. report praised Indian
research on desalination techniques.
I‘hc‘ Central Arid Zones Research
‘I‘nstxtutc at Jodhpur, Rajasthan, is
very active” in these studies. in col-
laboration with the Food ur;d Agri-
culture Organization of the United
Nations. Studies are being made of
possible use of solar and
energy.

The National Chemical Labora-
tory at Poona is c(mducting extensive
research on membranes for desalt-
ing saline waters by the electrodi-
alysis method. '

Indian scientists at the Washing-
ton conference on Water Desalina-
tion will have had a chance to meet
Japanese colleagues engaged in simi-
Jar research. The two countries can
give a lead to other Asian lands.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Tanzania — a Reluctant Marriage

Froat Our CORRESPONDEN

Nairobi

~ The people of Tanzania have clearly demonstrated the workabi-
lity in Africa of “one man—one vote” in their overwhelming support
of President Nyerere and at the same time their specific rejection at
the polls of certain politicians and aspects of TANU policy.

This lesson will not, it is hoped, go
unheeded in Rhodesia and  South
Africa. Indeed, in Dar es Salaam.
North, a European and a “moder-
ate”, polled 30,046 more votes than
his  African opponent, while the
city’s  African mayor, a staunch
TANU supporter, was defeated by
the biggest margin of the election in
his bid for a seat in Parliament.

In his strikingly simple re-inaugu-
ration ceremony in Dar es Salaam’s
National Stadium, President Julius
Nyerere poured earth from Zanzibar
and the mainland out of two cala-
bashes so that it mingled in an earth-
enware bowl. Widely hailed as “a
symbol of the indissolubility” of the
18-month-old union, it was more an
act of faith and anticipation.

“One major source of dissatisfac-
tion.” writes the East African fort-
nightly ~ Reporter, “about which
even the TANU Party seems power-
less to do much at present, is the
delay in bringing about the full in-
tegration of Zanzibar and the main-
land. Until now the two countries
have been united in name only. For
all major purposes Zanzibar has con-
tinued to govern itself, to make its

own rules and regulations and (o
enforce them independently of the
mainland legislature, and even to
formulate its own foreign policy.”
Your correspondent.  returning
from the Presidential iuauguratioﬁ.
attempted to post some letters at
Zanzibar Airport. He was told poli-
tely but firmly that it would be im-
possible. “Why?” “Those are Tan-
zania stamps.” “Is this not Tanza-
nia?”’ “This is Zanzibar. We have
our own stamps.” But they were
unavailable at the airport.

At the moment all 32 members of
Zanzibar’s  Revolutionary  Council
have been awarded parliamentary
seats in Dar es Salaam. Altogether
there are 52 appointed representa-
tives' from the islands in the Union
Parliament, a number vastly out of
proportion to the population (300,-
000) compared with the mainland.
Observers are commenting that now
that the people on the mainland have
exercised their undoubted right to
choose those whom they wish to
govern them, it remains only for

their brothers in the islands to do
the same.

Erhard’s Toughest Job is Ahead

FroMm PIERRE SPOERRI

Zurich

When Chancellor Erhard showed his round, triumphant face on
the television screens after his great victory in the German elections,
the great majority of the German people relaxed in the feeling that
the man in whom they had put their confidence had won.

They felt that Erhard, the father
of the “economic miracle”, would
succeed in keeping West Germany
happy, free and prosperous and that
they, the ordinary people, would be
able to look after their own affairs
again without bothering too much
about those of the nation.

Very soon, however, even the ordi-
nary people realized that the tough-
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est task of the new Chancellor was
still ahead of him. The Socialists had
it much easier. Their election cam-
paign had actually been very success-
ful as far as figures were concerned.
The SPD had won over a million
more votes and will enter the new
Parliament with twelve more mem-
bers. But this advance had not been
Continued on next page

/

The week in Asia

PEKING—China has promised to\
supply MiG fighter planes to Pakis-
tan, according to diplomatic sources,
following a visit to Peking by the
Chairman of Pakistan International
Airlines, Air Marshal Ashgar Khan.

DJAKARTA —President Sukarno ap-
pointed General Suharto Minister-
Chief of Staff of the Indonesian
army. Suharto led forces which
foiled the recent Communist take-
over attempt. Mobs attacked the
Chinese University in Djakarta.
HIROSHIMA-—Japanese scientists
who examined fall-out from Chinese
atom tests said their analysis show-
ed that the explosions may have
been preliminary to the Chinese
exploding an H-bomb.

KATHMANDU—It was
that King Mahendra and Queen
Ratna of Nepal will arrive in
New Delhi on November 25 on =
State visit.

HONG KONG—Foreign correspon-
dents who toured China recently
said farm workers in many provin-
ces earned only Rs. 19 a month,
Rs. 12 of which they had to spend
on food from communal kitchens.

KABUL—King Mohammed Zahir
asked Dr. Mohammed Youssuf to
form Afghanistan’s first democratic
government following elections
under the new constitution. Previ-
ously the King was an absolute
monarch.

CANBERRA—Britain and America
were reported here to have chosen
an island in the Chagos Archipelago
in the Indian Ocean as a military
base to replace Aden.

TOKYO — 100,000 demonstrators
marched through Tokyo to protest
against the treaty normalizing
relations with Korea which the Diet
has been debating.

DACCA — According to reports
reaching Shillong, 5,000 Hindus have
been arrested in East Pakistan be-
cause of fears of a revolt against
the government.

ADEN-—The South Arabia Federal
Ministry of Education closed 14
schools following demonstrations by
schoolchildren against the British
suspension of the Aden constitution.
SINGAPORE—Singapore was ad-
mitted as the 22nd wmember of the
Commonwealth which now has nine
African and eight Asian members.

TOKYO—Japan ranked fifth among
non-Communist nations in giving
aid to underdeveloped countries,
stated the Ministry of International
Trade.
CANBERRA - —Australia will contri-
bute 75 million dollars to the pro-
Asian Development Bank,

announcea

posed
said Federal Treasurer Holt. j
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enough to give them the only prize
worth attaining, after 17 years in
opposition, that of forming the gov-
ernment.

Willy Brandt, the twice-defeated
candidate of the Socialists, whose
campaign had certainly not convine-
ed the German voter that he would
be a better Chancellor than Erhard,
decided to take the consequences
and to return to his post of Burger-
meister of Berlin. A

He left the place free for another
man who may well push himself for-
ward as the new “strong man” of the
Socialists, the Hamburg Deputy
Schmidt, popularly called “Schmidt-
Schnauze”  (“Schmidt-Bigmouth”)
because of his ability to speak fast
and well.

But the man who has his work cut
out for him is the Chancellor, Pro-
fessor Erhard. The election result
corresponds to his desires. If he had
just scraped through at the polls, the
men of his own party who are in
tavour of a “big coalition” with the
Socialists would have done every-
thing to have Erhard replaced by a
man like Dr. Gerstenmaier, the
Speaker of the Bundestag. It seems

that even the President, Dr. Lubke,

would not have been against such a -

solution.

The other result Erhard seems to
have feared would have been such
a massive victory that the CDU re-
captured the absolute majority in
parliament. In that case, Erhard
would have.
been forced to
give in to some
of the demands.
of the sister par- |
ty of the CDU, &&
the Bavarian
CSU, and its
powerful  head,
Franz Josef
Strauss.

Even so, Pro-
fessor  Erhard’s
job is not easy. As far as personali-
ties are concerned, the future of two
declared enemies has first to be decid-
ed. One is the present Vice-Chancel-
lor and Minister of All-German Af-
fairs, Erich Mende, who is also Chair-
man of the smaller coalition partner,
the liberal FDP. The other is Franz
Josef Strauss, obviously the most
potential of the present political lead-
ers but also the most uncontrollable.

Mende has said that he would not

Dr, Erhard

serve in a government together with
Strauss. Even if Strauss were not to
join the next government, he may
still demand the head of Mende in
return for the support of his 48-mem-
ber group in the Bundestag.

The most controversial issues in
these negotiations which are to lead
to the formation
of the new gov-
ernment concern
foreign  affairs.
The present For-
eign Minister,
Schroeder, is in
favour of the At-
lantic  Alliance,
but also for a
much softer ap-
proach to the
Communist bloc. Dr.
He is definitely not a friend of Gene-
ral de Gaulle and is largely respon-
sible for a considerable cooling in
German-French relations.

Two men who are not directly in-
volved as far as their own careers go
take a very active part in these nego-
tiations between parties and person-
alities. These two men, who seem to
work very closely together these
days, are President Lubke and form-
er Chancellor Adenauer. Both Lubke

Adenauer

till it’s
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and the 89-year-old Adenauer have a
clear sense of the importance of what
men and what ideas will control the
next government and they do not
hesitate to express their convictions
even if some of the Left wing press
does not seem to like it. Both of them
see a great danger in letting division
come between France and Germany
and in giving in too much to the
pressures from the East, even if
these concessions could bring con-
siderable economic advantages.
Professor Erhard has often said
during the past days that it was the

responsibility of the Chancellor alone
to form the government and that he
would not be pressured in one way
or another. He obviously seems re-
luctant to drop his Vice-Chancellor
and his Foreign Minister. On the
other hand, he is deeply concerned
with the direction the country is
meant to take, and he knows that a
majority of his people will back him
if he shows firm leadership. That
should help him to decide not to take
the most popular or the easiest course
but to establish a clear aim for his
government and then to pick the
men who will be best suited to reach
that aim.

U.S. Courting Inflation

FroM STEWART LANCASTER

Los Angeles

Escalation of the dollar is a chief concern of the Government

right now.

Rising prices, rising cost of living are being accompanied

by a demand for higher wage rates. The President’s chief concern
seems to be one of avoiding the setting off of an inflationary spiral

of the dollar.

The Government is already slated
to spend $ 130,000 million this year.
Space spending will amount to al-
most $ 30,000 million of that. The
moon mission is due to get $20
thousand million or more over the
next few years and the manned or-
biting laboratory will cost well over
$ 1,500 million.

Fifty three thousand million dol-
lars is being spent for defence and
$ 38,000 million plus is going into
welfare and the anti-poverty pro-
grammes. Danger is not great so
long as the nation’s economy remains
vigorous and healthy and no self in-
terest group or an expanded war are
allowed to knock it out of balance.

The Russian economy, on the
other hand, appears to be in more
serious difficulty.

In a private lecture to a Moscow
publishing house, a Soviet economist,
Abel Aganbegyan, is quoted as say-
ing, “A significant part of our means

The week

CHINA'S SPECIAL GUEST

PEKING—Pridi Phanomjong, former
Prime Minister of Thailand who has
lived in China since 1946, was invit-
ed this year for the first time to be
the Government’s guest at the Na-
tional Day celebrations in Peking.
He was received by Mao Tse-tung,
who was accompanied by Liao
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is put into defence. It is very diffi-
cult for us to keep up with the United
States, for we have the same expen-
ditures on defence as the United
States but our economic potential is
half that of the U.S. Out of
100.900,000 workers in the U.S.S.R.,
30,000,000 to 40,000,000 are employ-
ed in the defence industries.” ;

In the last six years, according to
Aganbegyan, the rate of growth of
the Soviet economy decreased three
times and in agriculture it dropped
ten times. “The 7-year plan is a
wreck,” says Aganbegyan.

This may well be the moment
when the Soviet decide to join with
the Americans in the manned space
flight to the moon. It could not only
mean a huge dividend to the eco-
nomy of both sides but could mean
the beginning of co-operation in
space as well as a step towards
averting conflict on eath.

elsewhere

Cheng-chih and Wu Hsiu-chun. Liao
is concerned with the overseas Chin-
ese, a million of whom live in Thai-
land. Wu directs liaison with fore-
ign parties. The Chinese are believ-
ed to be preparing Pridi as a “liberal
progressive” figurehead for the sub-

versive movements they have set up

Continued on next page

- The week in India

(TRIVANDRUM—The Kerala Pay
Commission recommended a mini-
mum salary of Rs. 10 per month and
a maximum of Rs. 1,800 for State
employees. If accepted this would
benefit 2.5 lakh employees including
80,000 teachers.

BARODA —India’s third State-owned
owned refinery began operations.
Built with Soviet assistance, it can
process one million tons of oil annu-
ally.

GAUHATI—Assam Planning Minis-
ter Tripathy said over Rs. 2 crores
of goods in transit from Assum were
held up in East Pakistan waters,
gravely affecting the State’s eco-
nomy.

CALCUTTA—West Bengal Congress
President Ajoy Mukherjee said cer-
tain State Congressmen were using
their position for financial gain.
The State Congress was run by “a
form of Fascist distatorship”, he
said.

ERNAKULAM-—The Dalai Lama
told reporters that Tibet would ap-
peal to the U.N. against the aggres-
sion committed on her. He was
visiting the 40,000 exiled Tibetans
living round Ernakulam.
BOMBAY—215,000 textile workers
will receive a total of Rs. 4.1 crores
as a bonus following an agreement
between the Millowners’' Association
and the INTUC-controlled union,
the Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh.

NEW DELHI—Drrigation engineers
said the water level in the major re-
servoirs was at its lowest since 1941
owing to the failure of the monsoon.
The engineers said water might have
to be diverted from power stations
to irrigation in some places.
RAJKOT—Rain failure has halved
groundnut production in Saurashtra
to four lakh tons this season.

NEW DELHI—Most Union Cabinet
Ministers, including Mr. Shastri,
were reported to be against propo-
sals to advance the next general
election by a year to 1966.
SRINAGAR —Three people were kill-
ed when police fired on a mob which
surrounded them and ignored warn-
ings to disperse. Educational insti-
tutions in Srinagar were closed for
three days.

NEW DELHI—India produced 88.4
million tons of foodgrains in 1964-5,
nearly nine million tons more than
the year before, according to an offi-
cial report. The area under food-
grains increased by 1.5 million hec-
tares.

SHILLONG—Naga hostiles agreed
to only one month’s extension of the
truce instead of three months as
proposed by the Government. The
Naga underground was reported to
be receiving arms and training from
Q"Jast Pakistan.
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in Thailand—the Thai Independence
Movement and the Patriotic Front.
The same week, the Peking Peo-
ple’s Daily said China would step up
Communist gucrrilla activities in
Thailand because of Thai military
iinks with America. This threat coin-
cided with an announcement by the
Thai army commander-in-chief, Ge-
neral Charusathien, of an agreement
to equip the army with modern U.S.
weapons.
SINO-SOVIET TRADE
MOSCOW—Russia has agreed to
supply aircraft and helicopters to
China this year. Soviet engineers
will go to China to train the Chinese
and service the machines. The con-
tracts, reported Tass, are worth 20
million roubles. Russia will supply
two AN-24 and TU-124 aircraft and
five MI-6 helicopters. During the
whole of this year, Russia and China
expect to do 30 million roubles of
business in aircraft, as against 20
million last year.

KOREAN HOPES

TOKYO—Japanese M.P.s received a
77-strong Korean delegation immedi-
ately before the Diet debate on the
treaty normalizing Japan’s relations
with Korea. The Koreans were dele-
gates to a conference at the Moral
Re-Armament centre in Odawara
near Tokyo. Welcoming the Koreans,
who included Deputy Minister of
Interior Kim Duk Whang, Socialist
Party Chairman Nishio said there
had been a “very unhappy” relation-
ship between the two countries for
36 years. Japan today was complete-
ly different from the Japan of the
past which “caused so much un-
happiness”. “We must learn to build
unity with all countries, starting
with our nearest neighbour, the Re-
public of Korea,” he said. “I hope
that through the ideas of MRA when
you get back you will fight with us

to create real friendship between our

peoples.”

Korean Prime Minister Chung 1
Kwon said in a message to the Oda-
wara Conference: “Now that Korea
and Japan are about to re-establish
relationships as peaceful and friend-
ly neighbours, I hope MRA will help
contribute to the real and everlast-
ing friendship  between our two
peopl('s. This is the basis for unity

14

in Asia and for peace in the world.”
Prime Minister Chung heads the
committee of invitation to the MRA
musical “Sing-Out ’65” which ar-
rived in Korea this week.

COLONIZING TIBET
LHASA—"“The number of Han
Chinese in.the Tibet Autonomous
Region may now be nearly equal to
the Tibetan population of over one
million,” says a report in Far Easl
Economic Review. The Chinese
said in 1964 that the Tibetan popu-
lation was 1,321,500. There are now
estimated to be 300,000 Chinese
troops in Tibet. At the beginning of
this year there were believed to be
200,000 Chinese civilians.

At the regional People’s Congress
which met in Lhasa last month, 75
out of a total 301 delegates were non-
Tibetan. This would indicate a
Chinese population of 440,000 as-
suming the proportion of delegates
to population was the same for all.
But national minorities are often
over-represented in China. At the
Peking People’s Congress they have
double the number of representatives
which they are entitled to on a pro-
portional basis. If this applied in
Tibet, the Chinese population might
be 900,000. Together with the army
this would make them near equal to
the Tibetans. In any case the
Chinese must number at least 500,000
—a very big portion of the popula-
tion. Before the occupation Tibet
had almost no Chinese. They may
soon be a majority.

TSHOMBE GOES
LEOPOLDVILLE—President Kasa-
vubu dismissed Mr. Moise Tshombe
as Prime Minister of the Congo and
appointed Mr. Evariste Kimba, head
of the minority Balubakat Party, in
his place. The President’s action
followed closely news that white
mercenaries, whom Tshombe re-
cruited to prevent the Congo being
overrun by rebel forces, had seized
the last two rebel strongholds.
Tshombe’s Conaco Party won a
majority in elections last May. His
position was weakened when Kasa-
vubu appointed an opponent, M.
Victor Nendaka, Minister of the In-
terior, Earlier this month Nendaka
formed a “National Front” political
alliance against Conaco. Tshombe is
expected to oppose Kasavubu at the
presidential election in five months.

STRANGE DESIGN -
ESSEN—A 300-foot-high hotel with
revolving restaurant has been design-
ed by a German architect, H.P. Doll-
inger. The Essen Tower Hotel will
have 28 hanging cabins grouped round
a central elevator column. It will

have 168 beds.  (see photo).

MIDDLE ROAD FOR TURKEY
ANKARA—The right-wing Justice
Party won a clear victory in the Tur-
kish general election with 260 seats
out of 450 in the National Assembly.
The moderate left Republic People’s
Party, led by Mr. Tnonu, won 140
seats. The Marxist Turkish Work-
ers’ Party won 10. The Justice Party
is the political heir of the popular
Mr. Menderes who was ousted by
an army coup in 1960 and executed.
The leader of the Justice Party, Mr.
Suleyman Demirel, is a 41-year-old
hydraulics engineer. As Director-
General of the National Hydrologi-
cal Services under the Menderes
Government, he was given the title,
“King of the dams”. He favours
private enterprise as a means of Tur-
kish economic development. Inter-
nationally, he is expected to steer a
middle road, on the one hand keep-
ing Turkey in NATO, and on the
other continuing to develop closer
relations with the U.S.S.R.

HivmMaT, October 22, 1966

LETTERS

SCRAP STATE ASSEMBLIES

SIR_: As a true follower of democracy,
Inaia has a lower house and an upper
house at the Centre and lower houses
and upper houses in the States.

_pradays we hear echoes from every
Minister that our foreign policy must
undergo a change. I would advise
them that our internal administration
should undergo a thorough change.

The money spent on the upper and
lower houses in the States is a mere
waste. For instance, if a State has
250 M.L.A.s and each one is paid
2 monthly salary of Rs. 300, then
their total monthly salary amounts to
Rs.  75,000. Their five-year salary
comes to half a crore of rupees. This
1s excluding the salary of the Gowvernor
{al.nd the allowances. If these are also
included in the above figure it may
approximate to rupees one crore, and
fifteen States means fifteen crores of
rupees wasted.

On the other hand, if each State is
governed by a head with some most
Important Ministers to advise him, the
total expenditure can very well be put
at Bs. 5 crores and 10 crores can be
utilized in any useful way.

RANGANATHAN L. V.*

Calicut
© This week’s Rs. 10 prize winner
HINDI FOR SCHOOLS

SIR: The question of a rational langu-
age for India has arisen time and again.
¥3ut x_t is a problem which although tak-
ing time to solve is not impossible. Why
does- not Government introduce Hindi
not in official circles overnight but at
school level ? If Hindi was made compul-
Sory as a subject from, say, class three
or four downwards, all schoolgocrs
Wwould know Hindi in another seven or
eight years from now. And since little
ch;ldren do not rise up in hloody riots
this problem, I think, would be scived
with minimum expense and difficulty.

R. SEN
Calcutta 19

PARTISAN WEST

SIR: The understanding and consi-
deration India showed in signing the
Rann of Kutch agreement resulted in
her transferring Biarbet and Point 84
to Pakistan. She is proud of it as her
sacrifice brought about peace. Kash-
mir forms a vital link between Pakistan
and China. There can be no peace for
India if Kashmir is given away on the
principles of ‘“‘consideration and under-
standing™. Where is the end of the
trouble ?

Why does not the West apply pres-
sure on Pakistan to give up her
unreasonable demands? Why not ap-
peal to the good sense in Ayub?

HIMMAT has rightly said: Human
wisdom advises some de-freezing of

‘HivmmaT, October 15, 1965

the stand of both nations. India's
future depends on a satisfactory settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue. Pakistan
“cannot permanently go on expecting
other nations to repent first”.

A partisan attitude of the West will

only drive India into xenophobia
(or has she, already, caught it?). A
firm TU.S. stand alone can help the
Security Council bring a settlement
between these two great nations;
certainly this would strengthen the
U.N. and both nations can be proud of
an honourable settlement.

V. S. KUMAR
Madras 17

LEAVE PAST BEHIND

SIR: Within less than three years, we
the Indian people have risen again as
one man to defend our motherland.
The lightning switchover from easy-
going, self-centred lethargy to the
dynamic is amazing.

But why, why, why do a people
who have so much potential let it
stagnate during times of peace—a time
when a nation can grow from strengti
to strength?

But all the past let us leave behind
and take up the task ahead. Under
the able leadership of our Prime Minis-
ter, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, we can
emerge as a ‘‘strong, clean and uni-
ted” nation—strong because behind the
gallant jawans there are the millions
of men, women and children, working
hard and sacrificing; clean because we
refuse to give or take a single paisa
extra for food, clothing and other
necessities; and united because we have
realized that we are not from this
state or that. We are all Indians, all
sons and daughters of God, Allah,
Ishwar. i

JINI TALEYARKHAN
Bombay 4
A COMMON SCRIPT

SIR: Would it not be wise on the part
of the Government of India to organize
a Common Script Research Institute
in India to aim at finding a common
script for the use of all the fourteen
languages under Constitutional recogni-
tion?

SUREKHAMANI KAMBOY
Shillong

GROSS EXAGGERATION

SIR: I refer, to the article “What
Drives China”, by John McCook Roots.

As one who spent some five years
in China, I cannot but protest
against the Lone of the above mention-
ed article, which, by gross exaggera-
tion, intentionally or unintentionally,
can only contribute to racial animosity
and bitterness.

Very few of the Europeans living in
China were merchants or businessmen,
most of them were working for wages,
many, as I was, trying to help
the Chinese themselves impreve the
management of their administration.
The Concessions, where the Europeans,
and Indians, lived, were mostly set oul
by the Chinese Authorities themselves,
and foreigners did not leave those areas
unless in possession of a Pass. Ad-

HIMMAT awards a prize of Rs. 10
for the best letter received every
week. Letters should be brief and
exclusive to HIMMAT.-—Ed.

mittedly the Concessions were esta-
blished as a result of pressure by
foreign powers, but many of the con-
ditions inside and most outside were
decided by the Chinese.

There were no laws that would
prevent any Chinese from waiking
anywhere he wished and in all my
time there I neither saw nor heard of
any “coolie’” being beaten for being on
any sidewalk. If such things happened
I would be likely to know of it, as one
of my duties was to act as the Public
Prosecutor for the Chinese Govern-
ment in the Extraterritorial Courts
and see to it that foreigners who
committed offences were duly punished.
It is true that foreigners, including
Indians, were not answerable to
Chinese Courts, but anyone with a
knowledge of these Courts at that time
would hardly be surprised. I have had
Chinese express a desire to be
dealt with by the Mixed Court where
they at least could expect some kind
of justice.

The “Chinese and Dogs not Admit-
ted” sign is simply a lie by inference.
There was such a sign, or rather, as
I remember it, two separate signs, one
regarding Chinese and one regarding
dogs. The position is vastly different
when it is explained that this small
part of the Bund Gardens where
the signs appeared was an enclosed
area securely fenced and mainly
intended for the safety of children,
including Indian children.

The history of European relations
with China contains enough that we
have no reason to be proud of without
any alleged expert trying to make
international relations worse by state-
ments calculated to create interracial
bad feeling.

The entire article sounds as though it
intendéd to convince Indians that
China is much too tough and powerful
for India to cope with. This is sheer
nonsense. Population is not the only
source of power and influence. Once
the population of a country reaches
two or three hundred million people,
the mere numbers can be as much a
hindrance as an asset. India is, at
least, as great as China from anv
point of view. In fact India is morally
much greater and only meeds time.
peace, sound administration to become
the leading nation in Asia.

G. H. GRAY

Member,

House of Representatives
Canberra,
Australia.

Our correspondent, Mr. Roots,
whose father was Bishop of Hankow
and Primate of China, has krown
China and its leaders since 1926.
Mr. Gray’s objections relate to part
of one introductory paragraph.—¥d.
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COLOUR-CHEM

Imagine a world without colour—a light-and-shadow world instead of
our multi-hued universe. Colour implies life, vigour, varisty. ..

Primitive man mlisefl the significance of colour and made it very much

a part of his life. He incorporated it in ritual. He used it for adornment or
to make himself fearsome in battle. ;
Modern man uses colour even more—to make life varied and joyful—
with bright colour schemes for homes, offices, automobiles— and beantiful
illustrated magazines, multi-coloured rubber and plastic articles.

All these and many others need pigments, and more so organic pigments
such as those manufactured by COLOUR-CHEM.

Textile printers use organic pigment emulsions as well as synthetic binder
materials, both of which COLOUR-CHEM were the first to manufacture

in India. With the technical knowledge of Germany’s leaders in the ficld —

FARBENFABRIKEN BAYER AG. and FARBWERKE HOECHST AG.—
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VIEWPOINT

First Prize: Rs. 35

SHOULD INDIA REMAIN IN
THE COMMONWEALTH ?

By Etemaduddin Siddiqui, Hyderabad

INDIA’S CONTINUANCE in the Com-
monwealth is undoubtedly the most
significant and controversial question
confronting India on the diplomatic
front. A resolution has also been
moved to the effect that it would be
in keeping with the interests of the
nation to withdraw from the Com-
monwealth under the present state
of affairs.

The argument advanced is that
Britain has shown partisan and un-
friendly concern during the recent
Indo-Pak conflict.  Truly enough,
Britain has opposed our stand, but
only as a single nation and not as
the leader of a group of nations. The
Commonwealth of today is fast los-
ing its Anglocentricity and is be-
ing replaced by the emerging Afro-

COMPETITION RESULTS
Yes — 81 per cent
No — 19 per cent

The topicality of this week’s subject
brought a large number of entries.
Considering the noise politicians have
been making it is surprising that four
out of five competitors say India's
interests are best served by staying in
the Commonwealth. Some also . point
out that through the Commonwealth

India can best serve the world commu-

nity.

Suman Mistry of Bombay summed
up the main argument of those for
leaving the Commonwealth: “Today,
directly or indirectly, Britain is taking
pro-Chinese Pakistan’s gside.” S. Rajes-
kar of Madras wrote: “Britain sup-
ported Pakistan in the present conflict
in order to safeguard her extensive oil
interests in the Middle East.”

Other entries think Britain’s motives
in not siding with India over Kashmir

are not mnecessarily malicious. A.L..
Sundaram of Hyderabad pointed out,

Mr. Shastri “so vehemently contradict-
ed American policy on Vietnam that
Mr. Johnson could have been tempted
to stop the massive economic aid to
India”.

“Let people think coolly whose side
they would take if a couple of their
family members were fighting,” wrote
D.M. Talwalkar of Bombay. “Hven
Lord Krishna, the greatest politician of
al times, could not take sides between
the Kauravas and Pandavas.—Ed.

Hivmnat, October 22. 1965

Asian nations. The new Common-
wealth secretariat is a major step in
the reduction of the British domina-
tion in the Commonwealth. Removal
of the word “British” from the “Bri-
tish Commonwealth of Nations”, on
request of our late Prime Minister,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, reveals
that the Commonwealth has ceased
to be Britain’s monopoly.

Thus, breaking away from the
Commonwealth would be a suicidal
folly and would mean emasculating
relations with twenty other nations
of the Commonwealth. In view of
Pakistan’s malicious propaganda and
misreprcscntation of the case, such a
step would be hazardous and not in
the best interests of the country.

Commonwealth has been reckoned
by some as an association of nations
economically wide apart and cultur-
ally divergent, and that such an as-
sociation will not serve any purpose
to India. If economic disparity and
cultural diversity be the criteria of
disassociation of mnations, it would
equally mean our disassociation with
the United Nations. This would cul-
minate in “the disintegration of a
free world”, so strongly advocated
by China and its puppets. The pro-
posed “Rival United Nations” is but
one example of their subtle and trea-
cherous designs to break the Com-
monwealth and wreck the United
Nations.

International associations such as
the Commonwealth are indispens-
able if we are to live as decent and
civilized human beings.

Moreover, the will to live together
and to bring about closer contacts
socially, economically and political-
ly, as manifested by the Common-
wealth, is the surest way to achieve
the ideal of a “world government".

The best reason why we should
remain in the Commonwealth is the
late Mr. Nehru'’s decision to remain
in it, in spite of the severe criticism.
Before opting for the Commonwealth
he said. “It does bring a touch of

——COMPETITION

% The WU.N. should re-instate
the Dalai Lama in Tibet.
Closing date: October 29

#% The most realistic solution
to the population explosion
is more food not more con-
traceptives.

Closing date: November 5
Prizes : Rs. 35, Rs. 10.
Best Points : Rs. 5 each.
Length : Up to 500 words.
Send entries to The Editor,
HIMMAT, First Floor,
L 294, Bazargate St., Bombay-1.

healing in our relations with certain
countries. We are in no way sub-
ordinate to them and they are in no
way subordinate to us.”

It is certainly true that India has
failed to justify her voice in the
Commonwealth for the past few
vears. It is high time that it should
play a positive role as an important
nation of the Commonwealth by re-
shaping it. instead of walking out.
it.

Second Prize: Rs. 10

MOST UNSOUND MOVE

By S. R. Srinivasan, Bombay
SINCE WE HAVE DONE so brilliantly in
the armed conflict one would have
thought that we would have tried for
another victory on the diplomatic
and political fronts. But, in this res-
pect, the thought of leaving the
Commonwealth is a most unsound
move. Do we want to run away from
the world, to remain isolated in a

Continued on next page
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ON FIXED DEPOSITS
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PERIOD... CALL ON US
TODAY.

world full of groups, agreements,
pacts? It is not only this particular
case which is unsound but it may
set a precedent in relation to other

nations. Of course a nation should
depend on herself only. It was never
clearer than now. But that is an ideal,
which no nation in this much “small-
er” world can, for practical reasons,
afford to achieve to the fullest ex-
tent.

By leaving Commonwealth, firstly,
we will be pushing Britain and Paki-
stan even closer, to our own detri-
ment. Pakistan will be only too
grateful for this and will make full
use of this. An embarrassed and
guilt-conscious nation is even more
dangerous. Secondly, we will be
breaking the close ties we have with
the other nations of the Common-
wealth, a majority of which are Afri-
can and Asian nations whose co-
operation is so vital in the U.N., par-
ticularly in the context of our strain-
ed relations with the Western na-
tions since the present conflict.
Thirdly, we will be losing the eco-
nomic benefits and concessions that
accrue to us, being a nation in the

Commonwealth. This also we can
ill afford at this critical juncture,

Therefore we should allow Great
Britain to extricate herself from the
embarrassing situation of Playing up
one Commonwealth nation against
another and reorient herself, |t
seems this was another example of
bungling of her policy—east of Suez.

Moreover the press, radio and the
government of a nation does not
necessarily voice the attitude of the
people; there are always exceptions.
The British public might be in our
favour. In addition, aren’t we iden-
tifying Great Britain with the Com-
monwealth or vice versa? After gl
we had as much share as Great Bri-
tain in the formation of the Com-
monwealth of nations. We can always
protest at the next Prime Ministers’
Conference just as it was done dug-
ing the last one on the question of
Rhodesia’s independence.

Therefore, in my opinion, the
thought of leaving the Common-
wealth is politically, diplomatically
and economically a most unsound
one. Aren’t we mixing too much
morality with politics?
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it is One Record on Top of

Another for

THE WORLD kKNOws Australia best for
her sportsmen. The most famous
Australian athlete of the day is Ron
Clarke, 28-year-old holder of five
world records for distance running—
3, 5 and 10 miles, 5,000 and 10,000
metres.

Ron Clarke’s home on the outskirts
of Melbourne is a modern house on
three levels with large expanses of-
glass looking on to the gum-tree co-
vered hills that surround the city.
Here we met Ron Clarke, his wife
and his two children, Marcus aged
4 and Monique aged 5. At first sight,
theirs is a typical young Australian
family, friendly and unaffected. But
one notices Clarke’s concentration
that has enabled him to perform
athletic feats that a short time ago
no one believed possible.

He comes of a famous sporting
family. His older brother, Jack, was
captain of one of Melbourne’s major
Australian  Rules football teams

Ron Clarke

which in 1962 won the city competi-
tion. Football has sometimes been
called Melbourne’s religion; 105,000
cheering partisan fans pack the
grandstands each {'ear to watch the
Grand Final match.

Ron was first known as Jack
Clarke’s brother. He became most
famous in the rest of the world 6
months ago when, on a tour of Euro-
pe and America, he bettered world
records 15 times in 17 races, The
American athlete, Billy Mills, who
beat Clarke in the Tokyo Olympics
said, “You've got to be a long dis-
tance runner yourself to understand
wholly how great was his perform-
ance.” His effort was probably more
historic than the “dream mile” by
Bannister of England.

Clarke works for his success. He
runs, on an average, 22 miles a day—
four to six miles in the morning, a
mile or two at lunch time and at
night another 12 to 20 miles. A pro-

HUBERT

minent athlete at school, he has been
running competitively ever since and

_has trained with this intensity for the

last four or five years.

The famous English miler, Cliff
Brasher, said that “incredibly he has
brought enjoyment back to athletics”.

Questioned on this Clarke said, “I
wouldn’t do it if I didn’t enjoy it.
First of all it comes as a challenge to
get fit, to train consistently and to
see how you can improve. Later this
becomes a way of life. You enjoy
the fitness and the challenge. Some-
times you don’t like going out to
run but you do it because if you
don’t it spoils the rest of the time.
Fitness means being able to make
an effort and recover from it quickly.
It’s also tied up with the amount you
can put into your effort. Thergfore
the faster you can run, the quicker
you can recover from that effort and
then the more often you can repeat
your peak perfonnances.”

Clarke was referring to the verdict
by the American magazine Sports
Iflustrated that his latest world tour
has established an entirely new

hilosophy about distance running

“In distance running you Wwere
supposed to be able to run a hard
race and then to have to take it easy
for seven or eight days. I managed

Continued on next page
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to race and race and race; and also
I raced over a large variety of dis-
tances, ‘one record on top of another
record. - I was running world records

every three days.”

What are your future plans?

“I don’t plan very much. Things
can alter. You can become too am-
bitious and then disappointed. All
I do is maintain my fitness and take
the chances that come. What I like
in athletics is that you can keep on
choosing something new.”

Are there many other things you plan
to choose?

“I will come down to the mile—
the shorter distances I am not sup-
posed to be able to run.”

What was your most thrilling  ex-
perience?

“You get a bigger thrill watching
than competing. My biggest thrill
was watching my brother’s team win
the 1962 Grand Final. I suppose
marching with the team into the
Tokyo Olympic Games was possibly
my biggest thrill, marching as a
member of the whole team and real-
izing what you were part of. And
if you insist on it and say in a race

©

what was my biggest thrill, it would
probably be competing in Oslo when
I took so much off the world record
and the crowd was so crazy about it.”

How much did you take off?
“35 seconds.”

What did you feel?

“There is always a sense of amaze-
ment that it is you who have run
this time and nobody else. For any
human being there would be that
sense of amazement. Then you say,
I should be able to improve on that.”

Questioned about the connection
between sport and politics Clarke
was forthright.

“Pofitics,” he said, “does not come
into sport. Sometimes this happens
but only by outside bodies forcing
themselves in. It should be recog-
nized that there is no difference be-
tween one human being and an-
other.”

Do you mean that the problems are
human problems rather than pro-
blems of colour and race?

“I think this is quite true. Reli-
gion, race and creed don’t worry me
at all.”
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_This was a life
- ELIZABETH BLACKWELL

1821—1910

IN AN ASSEMBLY HALL at a
university in America, crowded by
male medical students, there stood
upon the platform among & group
of senior medical men, a small,
slim young woman in a Victorian
bonnet. The year was 1849 and the
girl was Elizabeth Blackwell, there
to receive her medical degree—thus
becoming the first woman doctor in
the modern world.

When she first conceived the idea
of becoming a doctor, people were
scandalized. No training schools
were open to women. It was
unheard of for a woman to take up
any profession other than teaching.
But Elizabeth felt that if an idea
was of value it could be reslized.

An experience when she had been
praying for Divine guidance had
convinced her that she must open
up for women this sphere of service.
She had no money so she earned by
teaching and studied privately. For
years she bombarded medical schools
with applications until one of them
—~Geneva College in New York State
—accepted her. Later she worked in
a baby clinic in Paris, where she
lost an eye through an infection.

Her hardest struggles came when
she set up practice in New York
City. Although highly qualified,
she met with bitter prejudice and
was excluded from working In
hospitals. But in the overcrowded
slums the women welcomed her.

Ahead of her time in her belief in
hygiene and preventive medicine,
she conceived her special mission,
as a woman doctor, was in helping
to build up sound, healthy families.
With her sister Emily, she opened a
hospital for women and children
where nurses and women doctors
were trained. Gradually their work
won  recognition. Klizabeth was
able to leave the hospital to Emily
and go to England to help in
pioneering women’s 'medical work.

When the London School of
Medicine, the first training school
for women medical students, was
set up in 1874, Elizabeth became its
Professor of Gynaecology. It was
at this college that nearly all the
women  doctors who developed
women’s medical work in India were
trained.

Great fighter as she was, she was
never out to smash her way
through; she sought, rather, to win
over opponents and find things in
any situation on which she could
build. She was firm in the belief
that women working outside the

@ standards. She died in 1910.

HivmaT, October 22, 1965

home must maintain their dignityJ

Readers are invited to send ques-
tions about our land or the world

Q—Why does not India agree to a re<
ferendum in Kashmir regarding the
future status of the state? A refer-
endum under the control of the U.N.
seems to be a democratic solution.

RAGNHILD ERIKSSON,
Uppsala, Sweden

A—India’s case is (1) that the acces-
sion of the Maharajas of the State in
1947 was legal; (2) that the people of
Kashmir have been consulted three
times in free elections to the ‘Assembly
of Jammu and Kashmir in 1951, 1957
and 1962; and (3) that the integration
of the State into the Indian Union has
been ratified by the elected representa-
tives of the Assembly of Jammu and

. Kashmir,

In addition to these three major
reasons there are others like fear of the
consequences to other parts of the
Indian Union, for example, Nagaland.
They may also ask for a referendum.

In 1947 the Maharaja of Kashmir
had a choice to opt for either Pakistan
or India. Sardar Patel, in charge of
Indian States integration, would have
accepted and honoured any arrange-
ment the Maharaja may have made
with  Pakistan. Lord Mountbatten
(then Viceroy) is believed to have urged
the Maharaja to accede to either of the
two states. The Maharaja acceded to
neither because he was afraid of losing
his throne in either case. He played
for time till Pakistan sent raiders into
Kashmir when he begged India to tnove
her army in and protect the State.
India refused unless the State acceded
to India. The Maharaja sent his letter
of accession. In accepting it, Lord

Mountbatten g
Deople would he (oo the Will of the

Nehru later be consulted later. Mr.

fused to Wwithdraw its troops. India

waited for a few
X ears a
the issue o gd. nd then treated

Q;]‘Xg?t Will be the fate of Indonesia
!lad a series of coups and mili-
tary disturbances ¢

K. PARTHASARATHY,

Bangalors 2

A—The fate of Indonesia is likely to be
unset.t}ed for some time to come.

Peking has lost a battle in the recent
;gup attempted by her through the

donesian Communist Party. It is
likely that Peking will strike again.

China feels that she can develop and
gear to her benefit the rich natural re-
sources that easy-going Indonesians
have not developed.

Thot_xgh the Soviet Union has given
efctenswe arms to Indonesia, her posi-
mox} has not been as strong as China’s
which has hold of the Communist Party.

Small' rebellions have continued in
Indonesia over the last 17 years. There
are political differences between the
Left and Right, religious differences
between the extreme Muslims and the
others, regional differences as between
the Javanese and the Sumatrans.

Legend has it that Sukarno has kept
therp all together by playing the Left
against the Right and also keeping the
other interests in check.

After this coup, Sukarno's figure will
not be as towering as it was. Indonesia
neetis a strong figure unaligned to any
nation and with the capacity to win the
key Communists, Muslims and others
Will she throw up such a personality ?
On that hinges the fate of Indonesia.
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Wrr Japan challenge China for
Asian {eadershi ? Given the will,
Tokyo can, with speed and sure-
ness, wrest the initiative from Pek-
ing. Japan has most of the needed
ingredients. She is Asia’s richest
nation, her technology paces and
outpaces the West’s, her people
are skilled and like work.

They say Japan is facing a mild
recession now, but I have not met
anyone who expects it to last long.
In" any case, Japan’s record-break-
ing trains are smoother, faster and
fuller than ever. It is just an-
nounced that the Tokyo-Osaka
distance of 550 kilometres will
now be covered in three hours and
ten minutes. Ten thousand new
cars are added to Tokyo streets
every month. The sky is getting
crowded, too, with thousands learn-
ing to be pilots.

ut it is the resolve to lead that
creates leadership, not industrial
achievements. And as yet the Japa-
nese mood is against offering a lead.

“We burnt our fingers with
World War II, and have no desire
to point a way for other nations,”
a university student told me.

Difficult Question

Not only leadership but patriot-
ism is shunned by many. Some
were surprised, for instance, when
India tried to resist the Chinese
attack of 1962 and the recent
Chinese threats.

A press correspondent who had
expressed a simi]lar view was ask-
ed what Japan would do if Rus-
sia. were to invade Hokkaido
(Japan’s northern island). “That
is a difficult question,” he said.

Despite these expressions of
hurt pride, there exists in the {‘.\p-
anese a passion for a frontal place
in world affairs. This is reflected
in the unabashed desire to out-do
the West in technology; in the ef-
fort to make last year’s Tokyo
Olympics the best ever; in the
concern over the performance of
their delegates at the U.N. and
other international organizations.

This longing also came out the
other day when I spoke to a large
college audience here. “If the Jap-
anese, and not the British, had
ruled India I would have spoken
to you in Japanese,” I be%an.
Thunderous applause. The clap-
ping didn’t mean they wanted
fapan to rule other nations. It did

Japan Can Speak to China

by Rajmohan Gandhi

mean they wanted Japanese influ-
ence in the world. 1

The Japanese are very sensitive
about China. They will never go
for an anti-Chinese tirade. The
recent tough talk of Marshal Chen
Yi, the Chinese Foreign Minister,
has angered some Japanese. But
others have adopted what they
call the “low posture”. Its main
feature is, “We must not annoy
Peking.” There are many reasons.

China’s 800 million are a vast
natural market. As their standard
of living goes up they will have a
huge appetite for Japanese goods.
Culturally, the Japanese respect
China as their teacher.

Cherished Customs

There is, in addition, the war
guilt: “We inflicted serious dam-
age on the Chinese people and
cannot afford to be critical now.”
 Anti-Americanism  is another
factor. The co-operation between
Japan and America since the war
ended is doubtless extraordinary.
Yet no one can deny there is in
many a resentment that America
should have humiliated their coun-
try. The attack during the Occu-
pation years (1945-51) on beliefs
and customs cherished for gene-
rations added to this feeling.

The Japanese people do not
feel Communism is an answer.
About 40 per cent vote Socialist,
but Socialist candidates leanin
towards Communism have diHicui£§
ty in getting elected. Except for
a brief period soon after the war,
the Liberal-Democratic Party has
been in power continuously.

The progress of the Soka Gak-
kai movement, with its religious
and nationalist appeal, is signifi-
ant. Its political wing, the Komei
Party, has been picking up extra
seats at every new election. Its
leaders think they can attain a
decisive role in Parliament—and if
the conservatives lose some seats
and the Socialists gain some, the
Komei Party may tilt the balance,

On issues like Communism, Red
China and the Japanese Treaty
with the United States, the Soka
Gakkai leaders are as yet non-
committal. In the event of a clash
between pro-Chinese forces and
anti-Communists it is difficult to
say which side they would support.

If new forces do not exert them-
selves this clash would seem in-

evitable. Japan is a very rich prize
for Peking. Enriched by Japan’s
industrial might, China would be-
come one of the world’s biggest
powers. America, aware of this,
will not easily allow Japan to go
under China’s influence. Nor will
the anti-Communists in Japan.
Many favour neutralism as @
policy that offers the most to Japan
and risks the least. France's de

Gaulle is a hero in their eyes. They .

reckon that they can play off China
and America against each other and
maintain their freedom. Thinking
Japanese, however, know that such
a precarious balance would also be a
dangerous one. It could make Japan
the battleground of World War IIL

These men believe that Japan’s
hope for permanent peace lies in
her adopting Moral Re-Armament
and proclaiming it to Peking and
Washington alike. If Japan were
to demonstrate a society where
“what is right” became regnant in
every situation, where politicians
cared more for the next genera-
tion than for the next election,
where businessmen were honest
and put people before profit,
where workers were revolutionary
and put in a fair day’s work for a
fair day’s wage, then no nation
would dare attack her.

Japan Has to Lead

One of these men is Masahide
Shibusawa, whose great-grand-
father is saluted all over Japan as
the founder of modern industry.
Shibusawa is convinced that if
Japan wants peace she must live
and give Moral Re-Armament.

Japan has to lead. Peace and
freedom will not be hers if she tries
merely fo follow the initiatives of
Peking—or Washington—or adjust
to them. And in spite of the senti-
ment against taking leadership, it is
reasonable to hope that men like
Shibusawa and those working with
him—they include Socialist and con-
servative leaders, educators, indus-
trialists, workers and students—can
set the pace for their country. The
true Japanese heart craves for an
endeavour that is large and revolu-
fionary. And the world needs this
heart even more than it needs
Japan’s lenses and transistors.

Japan’s will be the glory, and
Japan’s the burden, of bringing an
answer to Mao and his ideology.
Countries like India, Pakistan,
Malaysia, Ceylon, the Philippines,
Burma and Thailand will fgllow
Japan when she does. i
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JAPAN’S SUPER EXPRESS

The world’s fastest passenger trains with speeds of 125 mph run between Tokyo and Osaka.
In the first three months at the end of 764 five million people rode the ‘Dream Superspecials’.
With just two stops, at Nagoyo and Kyoto, _lhe expresses cover the 320 miles between
Japan’s largest cities in 4 hours. Each train with 2 first-class and 10 second-class cars seats
980 passengers. To make the line accident proof there are no level-crossings, a high wire
fence keeps out stray animals, and a steel skirt in the front sweeps away rocks and other
obstacles. The 29 express trains are controlled automatically from Tokyo. A 60-foot panel
shows the location of all trains at all times. The line took more than five years to build,
cost Rs. 475 crores,almost double the original estimate. Railway officials say it is already
beginning to pay off.

Photos : Japan National Railways

Drivers check control signals

Airsprings ensure smooth ride 320 miles, Tokyo to Osaka, in four hours

Tunnels remove curves, allow speeds up to 125 mph

Elevated line eliminates level-crossings
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