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Will it be war?

THE ISRAELIS are an ancient people in a young nation.
Egypt is an ancient nation whose people have found
new confidence.

With two sweeping strokes—blockading the Aqaba
Gulf and demanding withdrawal of the UN forces in
Gaza—President Nasser has brought West Asia to the
brink of war.

“Our fundamental objective,” says Nasser, “will
be the destruction of Israel. I could not say this
three or five years ago, but today, 11 years after 1956,
I have confidence in our present forces in the Arab.
world.” (see chart on pagé 19).

Master. strategist that he is, he has called in the
pledge of the Soviet Union to support him “in the
battle and not allow any (Western) intervention”.

He prefers a straight battle between the massive
forces of the Arab countries and the small but crack
armed forces of Israel. The London Times assesses
that “odds are in favour of Israel in event of conflict
with her Arab neighbours,” but “if there was a pro-
longed total war of attrition...it can be postulated
that the Israelis would eventually be overcome b
sheer weight of numbers.” Israel with its 23 mil-
lion people stands in the ocean of Arab humanity
totalling 70 million.

Israel is weakest in her naval power and it is in
the naval field that Nasser has played his first card.
Israel, on her own, cannot break the Agaba Gulf.
America wants the blockade lifted. The point is:
how far will President Johnson want to go at this
juncture? :

U Thant’s voice is not to be ignored. He has
rightly asked for “a breathing spell”. With the UN con-
tingent removed, the sensitive border between Egypt
and Israel is “live” again. Even if a breathing spell

is obtained in the Gulf of Agaba by the West—and:

Israel for the time being—elashes appear inevitable on
the Egyptian-Israeli and the Syriamn-Israeli borders.
One incident can lead to another.

The big powers, by a generous supply of weapons
to both sides have created a tinder box which some
are now claiming to prevent from conflagration,

Moscow, having consolidated its hold in the Imdian
sub-continent with the Tashkent Déclaration, and
haying successfully woeed Pakistan and Iran, has
now moved to establish her influence firmly beside

the warm waters of the Red Sea. Colourless Kosygin
is about to accomplish what the Imperial Tsars and
colourful Krushchev failed to do. 2

Civilised nations need to plan a mighty move to
heal the hates in West Asia, not play at power-
politics. Cutting off oil is a threat, but hate is the
real fuel. Nasser realises it. In his autobiography
he makes the point that many of his closest friends. in
the past have been Jews and that he is not against

them but against the State of Israel.

It is a fine distinction that vanished when he said
last Saturday that he will “wage a total war of anni-
hilation”. Ome cannot annihilate a State without
massacring its people.

India has understanding and sympathy for Nasser
and the Arabs, but he is stretching it too far if he
thinks that he can always have his way and still ex-
peet India and other friends to cheer. No Foreign
Minister of India can support the aggressiveness of
President Nasser beyond a certain point without
risking his own head. The peint of no return may
be close at hand.

All have their part

THERE 1s a growing feeling promoted by the two most
powerful nations that unless a nation is very power-
ful or very large, it has no future in the present-day
world.

Mr George W. Ball, US Under-Secretary of State,
writes in the Sunday Telegraph, London, on why
Britain should go into the Common Market. He says:

“For this age of technology has created a new
order of scale which means that a nation with
a population of 50 or 60 million, no matter how
rich its history or gifted its people, can no longer
play the world role that such history and gifts
deserve.”

~ With due respect to the US statesman we feel
that what he says is trash. There are only seven
nations in the world with a population over 60 million
—China, India, USSR, USA, Pakistan, 'Indonesia,
Japan and Brazil. Dees Mr Ball imply that all the
other nations cannot play a “world role”? While it
is true that technology can give power in the present-
day world, each nation has its own destined role, its
own gifts and its own avenues -of greatness.

Switzerland has a population of five million with
three major languages. Yet it has provided the
model for democracies the world over and shown
how different groups and languages can live in har-
mony as one. Switzerland has few natural resources
and has still achieved prosperity through skill and
precision.

Tt i$ rank materialism to feel that to survive effec-
tively you have got to he bigger and fatter than your
neighbours,

e T T Tl S TS T T N A e s s

-




ﬁm&ey Ahe

| Secondary aims

" It 1s sap that when the Prime Mini-
~ ster called the leaders of the Oppo-

sition to discuss questions of food-

with her almost all of them turned
it down, 'giving one excuse Or the
other. Some Opposition leaders felt
that the Congress would make poli-
tical capital out of it.

"How can we tackle mammoth pro-
blems like food when our politicians
think in terms of political gain or
loss rather than in terms of relieving
the distress of our people?

Two anniversaries

ANNIVERSARIES of two famous men
fall this week: the third anniversary
of Jawarhalal Nehru’s death on May
27 and on May 29 the 50th birth

CHALTA HAI...

anniversary of John F. Kennedy.
PIB and USIS have been prompt to
send quotations from the speeches
of the late Prime Minister and Pre-
sident.

Here are two of them.
guess who said which?

1. “I want work and work and
work. I want -achievement. I want
men who work as crusaders.”

2. “Ask not what your country can

Can you

98 o

do for you—ask what you can do for .

your country.

500 million audience

AN EsTiMATED 500 million people—
the largest audience in history with
nearly one sixth of the world’s popu-
lation—will watch a world-wide TV
programme next month. Entitled
“Our World”, the programme will
link five continents via American and
Russian communications satellites.
At least 30 nations will be able to

e

I am a great believer in luck, and I
find the harder 1 work the more. I
have of it. 5 7 ‘

STEPHEN LEACOCK, 1869-1944:

Since 1945 life expectancy increas-
ed by 18 years.

Since 1951 school and college stu-
dent enrolment rose from 25 to 70
million. ;

India has one quarter of the
world’s iron ore deposits, and one
third of the world’s manganese.

Steel output rose four times bet-

" ween 1951 and 1966 to 6.12 million

ingot tons. Iron ore production rose
in the same period seven times to 22
million tonnes.

India’s vast energy resources in-
clude ‘120 billion tonnes of coal,
fields of oil and natural gas, water
power and ‘uranium. Electrical gen-
eration increased from 2.3 million kw
in 1950 to 10 million kw in 1966 ...

So the list goes on. The Associated
Chambers of Commerce concludes,

~ “On this evidence...This is not a

time for gloom and doubt but for
optimism and confidence.”

‘Hope revives in Congress breasts

by ANTENNA

The tired and de-
clutching

NEW DELHI
valued ' Congress Party,

'+ power precariously at the Centre with

a slender parliamentary majority

..and having lost its writ to rule in

“eight states, containing together 60
per cent of the country’s people, is
groping painfully for a coherent

. policy and programme to help it re-

gain .its departed glory. :

As a preliminary step, it has per-
formed an apparent caper to the left
by recommending to Mrs Indira Gan-

~ dhi’s government that it inject a fur-

ther dose of socialism into the ailing
national economy. WV BT
. A reappraisal of the political
scene and the health of the party
conducted recently here by its Work-
ing Committee indicates that it has
decided to set its face against any
bid to shore up its shaky under-
pinnings with the support of the
Swatantra Party and the Jan Sangh.

On the contrary, the large majority

truth irreconcilable, elements, and
their only cementing force is their
common hatred of the Congress.

Already, the people of some non-
Congress-governed states are chafing
as the new administrations are lag-
ging in deed far behind the promises
incorporated in their minimum pro-
grammes. And the Congress leaders
therefore believe their hour of oppor-
tunity will dawn soon. = _

The' three important socialist mea-
sures the Congress. Working Com-
mittee adopted at its meeting here
are: inclusion of general insurance
in ' the public sector; progressive
takeover of foreign trade” by state
agencies; and ‘“social control” of the

‘banking system. Besides, the com-
‘mittee also asked the central govern-

ment to remove social and economic
privileges other than the privy pur-
seés of the former rulers of princely
states. ' O A

Though there was not much dif-
ference of opinion among . the Con-
gress leaders on the objectives out-
lined in the resolutions the committee
passed, the hawks and the doves
differed somewhat on the emphasis
to be given to them. Deputy Prime
Minister Morarji Desai was for a
cautious approach, but Prime Minis-
ter Gandhi’s protege, Home Minister
Y. B. Chavan, took a radical posture.
Then, at the urging of Mr Desai, the
demand for nationalising banks was
watered down to “social control.”

Deeper split ;

Political observers, however, read a
deeper meaning into the schism bet-
ween Mr Desai and Mr Chavan than
a mere matter of emphasis in achiev-
ing the same goal. They see in it"
an attempt by Mrs Gandhi to present
herself as a “leftist” against the
‘“conservative’’ Mr Desai. Havying
gained dominance in the party over its
president, Mr. Kamaraj, Mrs Gandhi
is said to be keen on seeing that Mr
Desai does not build himself up as her
rival for leadership of the govern-
ment.

continued on next page
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VERDICT

- This week HIMMAT,

HAYLS the integrity of Haryana
Education Minister Hardwari Lal
“who, having crossed the floor of
the House from the Congress to
the Samyukta Dal, resigned his seat
and won fresh approval of his
constituents in a by-election AND
ASKS which of the other dissidents
will now do the same.

*

WELCOMES the assurance of the
Punjab Government that under new
procedures public grievances will
be acknowledged within a week and
disposed of within four weeks.

*
SYMPATHISES with Kerala Chief
Minister Namboodiripad  who;

having backed the striking non-

- gazetted officers against the previ-
ous administration, now admits it

might be difficult to accept all their

~  demands and asks for discussions
iwith ‘them to compose differences.

*

IS GLADDENED by the initiative
of Rajasthan peasant Rama Teli,
four months ago the only literate
person in his village, who organised
night classes, gathered = slates,
books and lanterns so that today
there is not one illiterate villager
left in Bhopalsagar.

%*

BLUSHES for those prominent poli-
ticians and high Government offi-
cials who, according to evidence
given at the Sen Commission of
Tnquiry. into the India-West Indies
cricket riot in Calcutta, obtained
the special favour of quotas of
tickets, swelling the overflow of
admissions which allegedly incited
tension and conflict. -

* -

CONDEMNS the Budget increase in
postal and telegraph charges (asg
much as 150 % in the case of re-
gistered newspapers) without at
least planning for any improvement
in the deteriorating services.

*

CONGRATULATES farmer Kanwar
aingh of Delhi State—once featured
in HIMMATS “On the Spot”—on
gchieving a world record‘yield in
gpring wheat /by harvesting 91.4
maunds to an acre.

6

CONCGRESS HOPE—from page 6

Ironically, this leftist .gesture of
the Congress has not been welcomed
by the left-wing parties, and all the
opposition groups, whether left or
right, agree that this is nothing more
than a fresh burst of sloganising and
that its purpose is to “hoodwink” the
people. And they are sure that the
Indian elector, who revealed his poli-
tical maturity in the February polls,
will not be taken in by this gim-
mickry.

Rickety foundation

As one commentator writes: “Con-
gress socialism frightens not so ‘much
because it is going too fast as be-
cause the socialist -structure it ima-
gines it is building rests on-a founda-
tion too rickety to sustain any kind
of stable economy, socialist or non-
socialist.” '

Critics of the Congress think that
the present exhalation of socialist hot
air emanating from the Working
Committee is connected with pre-
parations for a mid-term election,
perhaps a year or two from now.
But it has failed, they say, to imple-
ment the programmes it is already
pledged to because of pressure from
vested interests inside the party, with
the result that the national economy
is at present in complete chaos, and

might soon break down altogether.

T —————

The political developments aftet
the general election, particularly the
Working Committee resolutions ai
the victory of Mrs Gandhi’s prest
dential nominee, Dr Zakir Husall
are considered by some observers
here as indications of the wind of
change in the party. It was feare
that the division at the top in the
Congress would create some €m-
barrassment for the Prime Minister.
But Mr Kamaraj and other leaders
who .oppose her haye had to recon-
cile ‘themselves to her new position
of strength. Dr Husain’s election has
put her more firmly in the saddle.

But has the political tide in the
country swung in favour of Mrs Gan-
dhi? Most keen observers feel it has
not. The economic problems the
government has to cope with are as
menacing as ever, and the budget
proposals Mr .Desai unfolded in
‘Parliament on Thursday hardly skirt
their fringe.

The Prime Minister still appears 10
be fumbling, indecisive and vulner-
able. She has
eleven” of Congressmen to work
with ‘her, most of them pitifully
.dependent on her for their elevation
to power and enable her to bring her
any political sustenance themselves,
and ‘the “aging politicians in her party
on ‘whom the door to high office has

been slammed feel frustrated and’

neglected.-
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chosen a ‘second

Budget—common man has

nothing to rejoice over

INDIA’S PECULIAR economic situation,
combining stagnation and recession
in certain sectors of the economy'
with general inflation and lack of
demand in the heavy industrial sec-
tor coexisting with a seller’s market
almost everywhere else, would have
made the task of any Finance Mini-
ster difficult. Mr Morarji Desai had
in addition to cope with the mood of
his own party, as reflected in the re-
cent Congress Working Committee
resolutions which  precluded any
major concessions to the corporate
sector with a view to restoring con-
fidence and reviving the capital
market.

Mr Desai had also to contend with
the competing claims for funds of
many States, only too eager to club
him with the cudgel of discrimina-
tion against non-Congress ministries.
In the circumstances, his budget for
1966-67, if conspicuous for lack of
any outstanding innovations, is a
model of prudent husbanding of
none too abundant resources.

If one takes into account the
strength of the vociferous ideologists

of a large plan both in and outside
~ the Congress Party, the restriction

of expenditure on both revenue and

SAY THAT AGHIN...

The greatest need of the country
today is a moratorium on talk.

Frank MORAES

N

The cost analysts live in a world of
immutable abstractions . . . They don’t
take account of human life. They
do not believe the good is as valua-
ble as the profitable. :

~ Apmirar. HymMAan Rickover, USA

We are non-aligned and we have not
been forced by anybody (It.was in
India’s interest)...to stand by our
best friend in Arabia.

EXTERNAL AFFATRS MINISTER CHAGLA

HoviviaT, June 2, 1967

capital accounts to resources avail-
able is also a political triumph for
Mr Desai. _

Mr Desai is right in trying to focus
the attention of industry to the need
to step up exports. His announced
fiscal measures such as the reduc-
tion in export duties of jute and jute
manufactures, iron ore and mangan-
ese ore, as well as the steep excise
duties on tea and coffee (to restrict
their internal consumption) should
give a badly needed boost to our
traditional exports, which have shown
marked decline in the last year.

Export promotion

Mr Desai_has done well to em-
phasise that export promotion is as
important an aspect of economic
health and balance of payments as
import substitution. His fiscal mea-
sures are the necessary follow-up of
the Devaluation of last year, which
did not yield any results in stepped-
up exports mainly due to inadequate
consideration of the measures needed

for stimulating them in the post-

devaluation situation.

Mr Desai’s budget is more likely
to be judged, however, by its impact
on prices. It is hard to see how it can
be considered anti-inflationary when
it singles out such necessities of life
as tea and coffee, cigarettes and tex-
tiles for heavy doses of excise duties.
As a matter of fact, Mr Desai has
chosen precisely those items of the
common man’s budget which by rea-
son of their inelasticity in consump-
tion are sure to yield the expected
returns to the exchequer.

It is all very well for the Govern-

ment to repeat assurances as has.
been done ad nauseum over the last .

20 years without any significance,
that increase in prices will not be
permitted. The sad truth is that
there is hardly an instance of the

Government ever 1'educing the price»

of any goods or service produced by
itself or by the Public ,Sector.

On the other hand, in the last
month alone, Government has assur-

. ed itself increased prices for steel of

which it is the major producer.- It

Under
the Lens

by R. VAITHESWARAN

has increased steeply railway fares.
Postal, telephone and telegraph rates
are being increased. It is considering
raising air fares. It would appear
that Government, as producer, is the
first party guilty of accentuating in-
flationary pressures and raising
prices.

The effect of higher prices of es-
sential commodities would, of course,
be mitigated if the budget achieves
the Finance Minister's aim of im-
proving the climate for production,
But the budget itself merely refrains
from imposing additional burdens on
the corporate sector and does not
grant any major relief. The conces-
sions on direct taxes are minimal. It
is doubtful if they will stimulate
savings substantially or revive the
capital market.

Relieve common man’'s burden

Were the increases in excise duties
inescapable because of the need to
present a balanced budget and avoid
deficit financing? Mr Desai has a
far as possible avoided additional
expenditure. He envisages extra ex-
penditure in his present budget of
Rs 38 crores for Famine relief in
drought-affected areas and Rs 98
crores to enable States to pay off
their overdrafts to the Reserve Bank
of India. Under the circumstances,

was there no room for economy in s

expenditure which Mr Desai could
take credit for in the budget itself?
Even a one per cent saving in re-
venue expenditure alone could have
enabled the Finance Minister to con-
fine excise duties to superior grades

of tea, coffe and cigarettes and to*
reduce the rates of duty, at present

too high, on petrol, synthetic fibres
and aluminium.

The fact that Mr Desai modestly

refuses to budget for reduced expen-

ditures can only mean that he does

not seriously believe that substantial
reductions are possible. This is a pity
for if anything could have turned the
tables for the economy the Comngress
Party and for Mr Desai himself, it
would have been the atitempt to re-
lieve the burden of the common man.
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f% "You see Jets jilst about

‘everywhere these days.
' Big airlines have them. Small airlines
‘have them. ’

And with good reason : the Jet is the
modern way to go places.

But there’s more to running an airline
than having a fleet of the finest aircraft.

And there’s more to choosing an air-
dine than comparing timetables or
menus. What you want more than any-

thing els¢ is confidence, peace of mind,
‘ AR |

8

The jet is fairly common.

—
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The airline is one of a kind.

“assurance. Call it what you will, it means

everything, -

And it’s yours when you fly the World’s
Most Experienced Airline.

Come fly with us soon.

Youcanboard a Pan Am Jet Clipper®
in any one of 128 cities ’round the world.

You can plan a trip to any one of 87 lands
’round the world.

And, wherever you go, you’ll have the
good feeling that comes from flying the

very best there is.

{

There’s nothing like it in all this world. :
Call us at : .

Calcutta : 42 Chowringhee Road, Tel : 44-3251 (5 lines):
New Delhi : Imperial Hotel, Tel : 47135,47139

Bombay : Taj Mahal Hotel, Tel : 211063-64

Madras : 8/9 Thambu Chetty Street, Tel : 29301, 23242 -
Colombo (Ceylon) : Kollupitiya, Tel : 78271

World’s most experienced airline ,

_ FIRST ON THE ATLANTIC ... FIRST ON THE PACIFIC
"+ FIRST IN LATIN AMERICA ... FIRST 'ROUND THE WORLD /
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West Asia—*“When elephants ﬁght G2

FROM HARRY ALMOND

BEIRUT

Jordan’s Agaba.
for eleven years.
inspecting ships.

The Cairo Foreign Ministry an-
nouncing the move stated:  “We
have never ceased being at war with
Israel. The Israelis have never pass-
ed through the Suez Canal: there is
no reason for permitting them to
move through the Straits of Tiran.”
President Nasser later added that

“ships of any nation carrying strategic

materials to Israel would be stop-

ped. He particularly singled out

Iran as a supplier of petroleum for
Israel.

This challenge brings the situation
to boiling point. President Johnson
says the USA considers the Straits
an international waterway. The Bri-
tish position is similar. Russia backs
the Arabs—the UAR. The Lebanese
Government asked that a visit by
the American Sixth Fleet be post-
poned. Sixth Fleet spokesmen refer-
red. to the alarming build-up of
Soviet naval strength in the area.

Moscow charges that Israeli ex-
tremists follow American incitement
and assures Cairo of Russian sup-
port. The East German Foreign Min-
ister on a visit to Baghdad announc-
ed that his country would stand by
the Arabs in any case of Israeli ag-
ression. It is not a local problem.

Of the estimated 310,000 men in
the UAR armed forces. about 50,000
crack regulars.are in Yemen. Israel’s
armed strength is about 300,000 and
Syria’s around  115000. Jordan’s
forces number somewhat less. Al-
though all reserves. on both sides
have not yet been called out, there
has been a considerable call-up and
leaves have been cancelled. British
and American families from Syria,
Jordan and Egypt are peuring in here,
Some are even leaving Beirut for
Cyprus. Local grocers report con-
siderable panic buying. Here in Le-

HivizaT, June 2, 1967 .

: UAR troops at Sharm el- Sheikh overlook the six mile-wide Tiran
Straits and thus control shipping to and from both Israel's port of Eilath and

They replaced the UN troeps who had been stationed there

The Straits are mined and the Egyptians have commenced

banon, front line units have been re-
inforced and leaves cancelled. Pat-

rols on the border have been stepped
up. i

The present tension dates from
May 15 when Israel held a parade in
her sector of Jerusalem in spite of in-
ternational protest. The occasion was
the anniversary of the creation of
Israel in 1948, a day mourned by the
Arabs as marking the expulsion of a
million refugees from their homes.
A UN resolution calling for either
the repatriation of those Arab refu-
gees or for compensation to be paid
them for their property now in Israeli
hands has been ineffectively repeated
by each UN General Assembly and
remains unimplemented.

Prior to the May 15 parade Israeli
officials warned Syria that they would
retaliate if Arab
sabotage conti-
nued. Although
the parade pas-
sed without in-
cident, both
Syria and Israel
gave warnings
at ‘the UN
which led U
Thant to voice
his concern.
This was fol-
lowed by the
request that the
UN troops of the UN Emergency
Force evacuate Egyptian territory.
U Thant hastened to comply and
considerable UAR military strength
moved at once to the front.

he
£ ‘
o N

King Feisal

King Feisal of Saudi Arabia, stay-
ing on in London privately after his
State visit, warned that his country
might use “the weapon of oil” in
event of war with Israel. At least

continued on next page

~The weekin ASIA <

PEKING — China ordered British
diplomat Peter Hewitt to quit
Shanghai and close his office
because of alleged UK atrocities
in Hong Kong.

KATHMANDU—A three-member
Chinese trade delegation visited
Nepal and signed the Sunkosi
Hydel Project agreement. Chinese
workers holding red books and
chanting Mao’s teachings greeted
the delegation on arrival.

MOSCOW —India and = Russia
signed a ‘comprehensive two-year
cultural pact. For the first time
Russia will assist India in applied
science and technology.

DONG HA — US and South Viet-
namese troops carried the war
into the demilitarised zone by a
three-pronged assault.

GANGTOK — The <Chogyal of
Sikkim wants a review of the
1950 Indo-Sikkim treaty in the
context of the “changed -situ-
ation” in 17 years since signing
the treaty. :

MANILA — 60 people died when
political fanatics =~ fought the
police in Pasay citv. The clash
followed the hurling of a bomb

in front of the residence of
Mr Valentin de X.os Santos,
leader of Lapiang Malaya (Free-

! dom Movement).

MOSCOW — Soviet engineers are
working on a plan to divert two
rivers to replenish the Caspian
Sea. The level of the world's
largest inland sea is now 92 feet
below sea level. In 25 years it
has fallen eight feet.

COLOMBO — The Petroleum Cor-
poration of Ceylon will purchase
40 railway oil tank wagons from
India for Rs 20 lakhs,

DJAKARTA — The Indonesian
Covernment announced the release
of three former Premiers who led
the Sumatra rebellion against de-
posed President Sukarno’s regime
in February, 1958. Seven other
political prisoners were also freed
under a decree of the Attorney
General.

RANGOON — Indonesian Foreign
Minister Dr Adam Malik arrived
in Burma on a special visit.

)
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66 per cent of Western Europe’s pet-
roleum products come from Middle
East sources. However, cutting off
oil exports would work havoc with
Arab economies as well. The recent
cut-off by Syria of the flow of Iraqi
oil through Syria to the Mediterran-
ean gave a dangerous lurch to Iraq’s
economic condition, depriving her of
one third of her income.

The world generally fails to com-
prehend the depth of the feelings
of injustice in Arab hearts over the
UN-imposed partition of Palestine.
To this was added the humiliation
of military defeat in 1948 when Arab
armies went to aid their Palestinian
brothers. One cannot deny the ap-
eal made to the world’s conscience
by the plight of many Jewish people
after World War II. It does not fol-
low, however, that the UN should
have awarded over half the territory
of Palestine to a minority of its
people.

For domestic political expediency
the US continues to support Israel:

for what may be icleological and eco-
nomic reasons the USSR now sup-
ports the Arab cause, although it was

she who first sent arms to Israel in
1948. “When elephants
grass is trampled.”

Indian famine spurs affluent conscience

FROM GorpoN WISE

LONDON

The maxim ‘“people get the kind of government they deserve” is

still worth remembering when you get talking to a commuter in a bus or a

tube.

Quite a percentage of the continuing electoral swing against Labour,

most recently expressed in the municipal elections, is a public protest against

governmental measures which just have to be taken.
There is a good deal of public self-interest reflected in

to become solvent.
this protest vote.

Some of the other percentage is a
healthy suspicion of Mr Wilson’s
rather sudden conversion to the Com-
mon Market proposition. Really cyni-
cal observers even mutter darkly that
Mr Wilson knows that this second
bid for entry into the European Eco-
nomic Community (EEC) will be
rebuffed by France again. They point
out that Mr Wilson has already cov-
ered himself by saying “it will not
be our fault.”

" Then, claim these critics, the
Prime Minister can make an attempt
to have Britain enter the Atlantic
Community programme, with closer
ties to the United States as put for-

That is, if Britain is

ward by certain influential Ameri-
cans. Mr Wilson will be able to say
that he honestly tried to enter the
EEC but that Britain was not wanted.

The proposition of developing the
Commonwealth with all its poten-
tialities does not seem to be a serious
contender in the various alternatives
facing Britain.

Admittedly this Common Market
conjecture cannot be in any way pro-
ven. But one thing is fairly accu-
rate; that despite the political heat
engendered in the Common Market
debate, the idea does not quicken the
pulse or stir the blood of the average
Britisher. ©On the other hand, the

“Batliboi - &
the source
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create jobs — to increase productivity and
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plight of India does intetest and con-
cern people. Television shots of
famine areas and of conditions in Cal-
cutta, recently seen on countless Bri-
tish screens, have done a great deal
to enliven the conscience of this
affluent society.

Self-interest, as expressed in most
of the Common Market arguments,
will .carry you a certain way. But
then the people need a more satis-
fying programme. Closing the gap
between rich and poor nations could
be that programme.

The Hong Kong riots :

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

HONG KONG

Peking has protested to the British Government about the
““Jarge-scale sanguinary atrocities . ., . Fascist outrages

. . . and the towering

crimes” perpetrated by the British authorities here in Hong Kong against Chi-

nese residents.

As I write, a crowd of 1500 Mao-
shouting, poster-plastering and sing-
ing demonstrators is blocking the road
outside Government House. Dele-
gations began going there four days
ago to present protest notes and de-
manding to see the Governor. One
was called the “Hong Kong & Kow-
loon ‘Committee for Anti-Hong Kong
British Persecution Struggle”.  All
petitions are received but the Gov-
ernor is not available.

As the members in the delegations
rose to hundreds, some of whom ar-
rived in sleek black Mercedes cars,
the gates of Government House were
closed and petitions received in a
box just inside. Frustrated, they
chanted and. waved aloft their little
red Mao books. They also covered
the iron gates and the walls  with
posters vilifying the police, the Gov-
ernment and the Governor.

Actually only one person has died
as a result of the riots and he was
hit on'the head by a stone which was
certainly not thrown by the police.
The police have shown remarkable
patience and restraint in dealing with
‘Communist demonstrators and the
mobs, even when being attacked with
: and Dbottles. Hundreds of
people have been arrested for vio-
lence, arson, rioting and curfew

breaking.

School children join in

The Communist = demonstrators
have, on the whole, been quite dis-
ciplined but the unrest they have
stirred up by their shouting of Maoist
slogans, singing revolutionary songs
and pasting inflammatory and anti-
government posters on walls, buses,
ferries and inside buildings has given
the opening for hooligans and cri-
minal elements to take the lead in
violence and attacking the police.

HivvaT, June 2, 1967

Crowds naturally gather and get car-
ried away. Even school children
have joined in the free-for-all against
authority. There is evidence of
money being paid to people to riot,
destroy property- and throw stones.

The Communist newspapers have
aggravated the situation by vicious
attacks and by spreading. malicious
rumours of a bank run. A Govern-
ment source has said that there are
sound reports” of people being
‘I?ald to queue up outside some banks
to create a false sense of panic”.
Radio announcements had to be
made frequently to assure the popu-
lation that there was no truth in the
fumours. The same happened in re-
lation to rice, water and electricity.

. Interestingly enough the vast ma-
Jority of Hong Kong’s nearly four
million population, 99 per cent of
whom are Chinese, has come out in
favour of the Government’s handl-
Ing of the situation. Public opinion
has been voiced as never before.
There is not the slightest doubt that
they want peace and stability and
are against the rioters and those who
have created the conditions which
caused rioting and lawlessness. They
are behind the police in .their law-
enforcement.

) Over 150 organisations represent-
Ing more than a million people have
in these last few days pledged sup-
port for the Government’s actions in
this crisis.

A spontaneous suggestion to set up
a fund to provide higher education
for children of rank-and-file police-
men is receiving great support from
all sections of the community. It has
been started “in recognition of the
Hong Kong Police Force’s restraint
‘in the face of the greatest provoca-
tion’ while maintaining law and order
during the Kowloon riots”. There is

continued on next page

The week in INDIA .

NEW DELHI — The economic
survey for 1966-67 suggested
curbs on expenditure in public
and private sectors. It proposed
that present credit controls
continue.

CALCUTTA — Santhals armed
with bows and arrows attacked
four police officers in Nakshalbari,
Darjeeling District. Tribals under
the leadership of CPI Marxists
are carrying on a movement
against landlords in this area.

LUCKNOW — Two hundred and
fifty women put Revenue Minister
Udit Narain Sharma under
‘‘gherao” for two hours ixn his car.
Home Guards and police rescued
him.

MADRAS —Mr K. T. Chandy,
chairman of the Faod Corpora-

ject for the production of a high-

protein vegetable food, “2al
Ahar”.
CALCUTTA — TUnited Front

volunteers directed traffic in the
city as policemen kept off the
roads in protest against political
interference. On May 22 a group
of policemen attacked the Howrah
Thana office to protest against
an arrest order against the officer-
in-charge.

BHAVNAGAR — Arson and riot-
ing gripped Bhavnagar for two
days as the All-Party Action
Committee called a total bandh
to protest against the location of
Saurashtra University in Rajkot.
The IAC booking office was burnt.

JAMMU — Pakistani troops were
‘reported to be massing in Chenab
River area of Kashmir and the
build-up was stated to be on a
much bigger scale than in Sep-
tember 1965.

NEW DELHI — The Opposition
failed with @ censure motion
against the Government Ffor not
meeting its food supply commit-
ments to States with non-Con-
gress governments.

GAUHATI — Mob violence rock-
ed Golaghat town following a
dispute between students and
shopkeepers over prices. 20 people
were injured.

JABALPUR — The
alerted and police opened ifre,
killing two and wounding ten.
Defiant crowds were responding
to a call by opposition parties
for a ‘“Jabalpur Bundh” against
the Madhya Pradesh Govern-
ment's food policy.

Army was

tion of India, inaugurated a pre-
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no mass support for the leftist de-
monstrators even although they have
organised demonstrations of several
thousand chanting, singing Maoists.

In this morning’s South China

Morning Post there is an interest-
ing report from Taiwan which sug-
gests that the present troubles in
Hong Kong result from internal strug-
gles in Communist China. It said
that Marshal Chen Yi, the Chinese
Foreign Minister, has been attacked
recently for his failure to strengthen
the organisation of Chinese residents
in Hong Kong, and that a public trial
has been set for him in the near
future. The report continues: “The
riots in Hong Kong which were meant
to show Communist control over the
local population and Peking’s stout
diplomacy were made by Marshal
Chen Yi in an attempt to enable him
to avoid trial.”

Opinion in Hong Kong is divided
as to whether the present demonstra-
tions and unrest originated in orders
from Peking. But whether or not,
Peking had to support its demonstra-
tors here by tough words and actions.

KOREANS BACK PARK

SEOUL—President Chung Hee Park,
who won a landslide majority of over
one million in South Korea’s recent
presidential election, is expected to
continue his pro-American policy
and strengthening of ties with
Japan. Park’s re-election for a
second four-year term indicates the
overwhelming support of Korea’s
20 million people for his govern-
ment, which has given the country
political stability and economic pro-
gress and brought about a historic
reconciliation  with neighbouring
Japan. Park’s popularity will again
be tested in parliamentary elections
on June 8.

NO A—GUARANTEES

WASHINGTON--US ' Secretary of
State Dean Rusk ruled out firm
guarantees to non-nuclear countries
which may be threatened by Com-
munist China. Rusk told the Senate

}
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The week elsewhers

Unfortunately for them the masses
have not risen in revolution against
the Hong Kong Government. This
must be very disappointing and, as

somébociy commented, the local
Communists must be suffering ago-
nies sitting on the horns of their own

dilemma.

| President Mobutu stabilises Congo

FROM VERE JAMES

NAIROBI
try,
as an example of Africa’s i
also given a “raison d’etre” f

continue unequal racial policies.

But it is time to take a second look
at this country and its rernarka_ble
young leader, General Joseph Mo-
butu. His Military High Command
took power on November 24, 1965 to
end the conflicts between the then
President, Kasavubu, and former
Minister Tshombe.
precedented take-over, not one per-
son was arrested, killed or wounded.

He has since maintained the free-
dom of the press. Trade unionists
continue to function—but without the
right to strike. Civil servants are pro-
tected from wrongful dismissal by
independent commissions. Only two
positions in a Cabinet of fifteen are

Foreign Relations Committee giving
such countries ‘“the kind of assur-
ances which might give them com-
plete comfort would involve very far-
reaching extension of American com-
mitments”. Observers felt the US
Government was in no position to
increase its commitments in Asia
when there was already much criti-
cism of existing US commitments in
Vietnam.,

MOON IN 19697 ;

CAPE KENNEDY-Despite  the
Apollo spacecraft disaster, in which
three astronauts died, the US Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration still plan to/ land men
on the moon by 1970, or possibly
late 1969. $75 million worth of
engineering changes have been
ordered to reduce the risk of fire—
which killed the three astronauts..
The first test of a manned Apollo
spacecraft may take place -early
next year, ;

has become synonymous with chaos, bloodshed and failure. n q
nability to order and develop its own affairs it has
or those who want to maintain vested interests and

During the un-.

‘world organisation.
blems are 500,000 refugees now in

The name “Congo’”’, since the independence of that ill-fated coun-

Often quoted

held by soldiers. His only enemie}'
are corrupt and power-seeking poli-
ticians. ;

A remarkable achievement in. his
first months was the reduction of the
number of provinces from 28 to 8
and the resultant reduction of local
governments, officials and petty poli-
tics. .

His priority has been to crush fin-
ally the rebellion (after which he
promises the politicians will once
more assume power ), and “economic
decolonisation”—to end the 80 per
cent foreign control of Congo’s eco-
nomy. “A Congo sold out to impe-
rialism is as inconceivable as a Congo
made-into a Chinese satellite”’, he de-

clared in an interview with the maga-

zine Drum. .

A recent UN report claims that
political stability and calm prevails
throughout the Congo except for a
few limited rebel pockets and - that
the fundamental condition for eco-
nomic recovery has thus been

achieved.

The UN .technical assistance pro-

.gramme, carried out by 586 experts
and administrators from 46 countries,

is the largest ever undertaken by the
Among its pro-

the Congo from' Angola, Rwanda and
Sudan.

Of the rebel leaders, only Peking-
trained Pierre Mulele appears to still
be at large in the south. Gbenye and
Soumaliot are soon to go on trial in
absentia. Gizenga is in exile.

The question mark hanging over
the Congo is the future of Tshombe.
At present in Europe, rumour and
speculation  surrounds the  for-
mer Katanga leader. If Mobutu
handles this problem with the same
spirit and wisdom in which he has
laboured during his Presidency, he
will save the country.

Hivaar, June 2, 1967

“We need a rising standard of
character as well as education®®

TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND PUPILS in a
hundred schools: in Lebanon a Mus-
lim society, the Makassed Associa-
tion, shoulders this
along with a large hospital and many

other services which help the needy
and the clever to make their progress

through life from the pre-natal clinic
to the coffin. In a small country—
population under two million—this
represents a sizeable contribution to
education and welfare.

Why and how do ordinary citizens .

come to tackle the needs of their
community in this way?

Miss Thsan Mahmassani, Principal
of the Association’s 1400-strong
boarding school and high school for
girls, told me the story. The Asso-
ciation was founded in 1877 by: the
leading Muslim families of Beirut,
her own among them. The sons and
grandsons of the original founders
carry it on. Two golden ‘lira” sub-
scribed by the founding President
were ‘the beginning of Trust funds
that have since raised and spent mil-
lions. Lebanon was then under the
Ottoman Turks. They suspected

such societies of nationalistic aims, -

and during the first World War work
was stopped. In 1918 it began again,
but schools were opened for ‘girls as
well as boys.

Below: Students of “Khalid ibn Waleed”

‘school perform a traditional Lebanese

“debke”.

Bottom right: Miss Thsan Mahmassani,

Principal of the schooli' _

Hivyiar, June 2, 1967

responsibility,

The social revolution of the past
fifty years has been largely accom-

- plished through the education of
- women:. and the:breakdown of pre-

judice involved. When Miss Mah-
massani was a girl, it was still a bold

and unusual step for her father to

send her and her sister to college.
His action encouraged many others.
Her sister is an historian, and her

. “own. contribution has been the found-
" ing and development of the school

she has led for the past thirteen years.

~ Relevant to 20th century

- When she came to the “Beit al

" Atfal”, (House of Children), it had
five elementary classes, 30 boarders
and 200 pupils. Now it has 1400, 200 *
~of them boarders from all over the

Arab world. It has pioneered co-
education in the primary classes, and

the girls go on to university standard

in the secondary school Miss Mah-
massani started,

The school aims to give a modern
education, rooted in the traditional
values and teaching of Islam. “How
do you make this relevant to the
questions the girls face in this twen-

- tieth century world?” I asked.

“The Koran is carefully taught
throughout the school,” she said. “I
myself use the morning assemblies to
make one verse at a time live in terms
of actual problems the children face.
In personal talks I help them to rea-
son out themselves the rights and

“wrongs of things, not just take what

L say. Sometimes they need strong

discipline, and I give it, but usually
they work out what is right them-
selves.

“One thing that helps us is that they
are with us right through their school
lives. They enter the kindergarten
classes;, and I do not accept them
after that. Parents and staff thus work
together in understanding and train-
ing the children from the start.”

While politicians talk about Arab
unity, a school like this quietly builds
it. Miss Mahmassani showed me a
sheaf of pictures—birthday parties,
plays on the occasion of Muslim

feasts, gatherings in the mosque that

is part of the school, laboratories and
art classes which produce a high level
of creative work, boys as well as
girls—a little Saudi prince, a young
Negro, a group of scouts. Her own
enthusiasm lit up the pictures.

It is up to the women

When I asked her what she con-
siders most important for her girls,
her reply was emphatic. “It is their
attitude to training their own child-
ren, and their ability to do it. Many
of their own parents are not well
educated, and Lebanon will have a
higher standard in the next genera-
tion if our girls do their work respon-
sibly with their own families.

“We need to have a rising standard
of character as well as education.
They do not necessarily go together,
and it is up to the women to secure

both.”
C.W.
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9 MEN MET
THE CHALLENGE OF
 MOUNT EVEREST...

7 /‘

On the second anniversary of the Indian team's successful conquest we
congratulate them afresh and are happy In the thought that Eagle vacuum ﬂaslt(s_
made it possible for them to warm themselves with hot cups of coffee right up to
the summit. To quote The /llustrated Weekly of India ot 14/5/67 (page 31): # wao-“;‘-
indeed, a novel experience, unprecedented and unparalleled, of having cofiee
the highest pinnacle of the world!"

WIN AN EAGLE FLASK—At leading cinemas in India this
adventure film in which Eagle Flasks are seen undergoing &
endurance. What is the name of this film? Send your answers on a p
Eagleflask, Post Box 3131, Bombay-3. To the first 100 correct replies rece
10th June 1967 we shall award 100 Eagle Vacuum Flasks.

See the film and WIN AN EAGLE FLASK.

“ARMOURED GLASS”

Eagle refill does it!

Tested on the highest mountain in the world and found
successful, " Armoured Glass" Eagle Refills are now fitted
in all Eagle flasks. See that your next vacuum flask is an
Eagle with that top-of-the-world quality.

week there is an
upreme tests of
ost card to:
ived before

VACUUM BOTTLE

EAGLE \scvovsons

144/46, SHERIFF DEVJi STREET, BOMBAY 3 ; TR CMEV-38
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BOOKS

China and the West

“Prelude to Hong Kong”, by
Austin Coates. Routledge & Kegan
Paul, London, 1966, 224 pp. 40s.

This is an excellent account of the
relations between China and the West
in the two hundred years before Hong

Kong became a British possession. .

Written by a Britisher, it is a rea-
sonably impartial judgment of the
causes behind the reluctance of
China to open its doors to Western

civilisation and the determination of
the Western nations, spearheaded by

the British, to force open those doors
to sea trade.

The Portuguese were the first of
the Europeans to sail to China and
their initial voyage was in 1513. By
1557 they had an agreement with the
Chinese to do limited trading via
Canton from the tiny peninsula of
Macao on the south coast and to
erect buildings there. But the Chi-
nese were self-sufficient. They did
not need anything from Europe.

Centre of the World

The Portuguese and those who fol-
lowed them—the Dutch, the British,
the French and later the Americans—
had great difficulties in trading and

especially in getting trade on to a.

satisfactory basis for the West. This
book gives a lively description of
those difficulties.

The Chinese knew practically
nothing about the world beyond
China and regarded China as the
centre of the world and all others
who might exist beyond her boun-
daries as tributary and barbarian
tribes. The westerners knew a little
more about China but did not trouble
to study the way in which the Chi-
nese mind worked. The British in
particular refused to be regarded as
a subject tribe and their aggressive-
ness in trade broke all Chinese con-
ceptions of correct procedure.

Both the Chinese and western
merchants broke the laws of China
in their trading activities and the Chi-
nese officials probably made as much
money out of the smuggled opium

Himvimat, June 2, 1967

~ wraps of secre-

as the foreigners. When opium be-
came the biggest money-maker for
the western merchants—and all of
them were in it including the Ame-
ricans—the Emperor himself, al-
though indirectly, was greatly en-
riched from the proceeds.

Eventually in China some of the
top oflicials awoke to their responsi-
bility for protecting the health and
morals of their people. They blam-
ed the smokers and told the Emperor

that the barbarian traders would con-

tinue bringing opium to China until
the disgraceful habit of smoking it
was stopped. At the same time they
mentioned the heavy drain of silyer
away from China in payment.

By the time the Emperor decided
that the opium trade must be smash-
e.d the British had decided that the
time had come to fight to force China

to behave like a western nation and
regularise trade. The Chinese, who
had always in the gast won disputes
by cutting off foo supplies to the
foreign merchants and withdrawing
all trade facilities, were totally un-
aware of the military and naval pow-
er of the West. So when the British
sent warships and troops to back
their demands the Chinese were forc-
ed to give in for the first time.

On 29 August, 1842, the Treaty of
Nanking was signed and the barren,
rocky island of Hong Kong was ceded
to Britain as a permanent possession.
At the same time five ports were

.opened to foreign trade.

This book could well be a text-
book from which both the West and
the East can learn the necessity for

understanding each other.
H.P.B.

Future ships will
- shed their holds

BY REGINALD HOLME

“INSTANT UNLOADING” will be a fea-
ture of future freighters. These ships
will come apart, drop their cargo-
carrying sections and re-load with
new ones, then sail off at once.

_ Already Britain’s Ministry of Pub-
lic Building and Works has called for
tenders to construct dredging barges
75 yards long which could be detach-
ed from the engine and control sec-
tion and unloaded while other sec-
tions are clipped on to the engine
section and go to work. The Minis-
try have had enquiries from India,
Iraq and France. They hope to start
bui]ding one in September. This
prototype is expected to lead on to
larger vessels.

The larger sea-going version of the
“sectional ship”

FRONTIERS OF

spent by ships lying in port caused
economic loss to cargo companies.
Tests in a water tank show that
sectional or “multi-packet” ships of
5000 tons can be built to stand wave-
stresses by an ingenious method of
hinging the sections at deck level.
The National Research Development
Corporation is financing this design
for the Ministry of Works.
Multi-section ships would be pos-
sible by a design of bulkheads that
enables each unmit to float by itself,
as cun be done on some existing ships.
The many-sectioned ship of the future
would automatically uncouple.

Below: Proposed self-propelied hopper
for the M.P.B.W.

is still wunder

cy, but this
much is known:

It is the in-
vention of a

Liverpool mar-
ine engineer
and achitect,
Mr Geoffrey
Stockdale.

Three years ago
he saw that
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Vﬂ@wp@mﬁ Are coalition governments better than Congress?

- Coalitions breed political instability
First prize to Subash N. Thadani, Bangalore 7.

Porrricians seek power and realise,
more than anyone else, that political
fulfilment comes only with govern-
ment office. The necessity for poli-
ical fulfilment breeds strange bed-
fellows, and coalition governments
are an illustration of this. Experi-
ence teaches that strange bedfellows
never put the house in order.
Even a cursory look at contem-
porary political history will illus-
trate this point. In Travancore-
Cochin, the coalition formed bet-
ween the Congress and the Travan-
core-Tamilnad Congress in 1952
collapsed in 1953. Elections were
held in 1954, and the PSP-Congress
coalition fell in 1954 itself, and later
~again  the  Congress-Travancore
Tamilnad Congress coalition fell,
leading to President’s rule.  After
the 1957 elections in Kerala, the
Communist-dominated coalition col-
lapsed in 1959. In PEPSU (Patiala

~and East Punjab States, Union) the

coalition of the Akalis and some
Rightist parties formed in 1952 was
dismissed by the Central Govern-
ment and mid-term elections held.
In Orissa, the coalition of the Con-
gress and the Ganatantra Parishad
formed in 1957 collapsed in 1959,

Even today coalition governments

~all over the country are fumbling,

A case in point is West Bengal. The
‘Government’s  encouragement  of
gheraos has made heavy the hearts

VIEWPOINT COMPETITION

% Do women make good Prime
Ministers?
, Closing date: June 9

*#% India should not sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. {

Closing date: June 23

Prizes: Rs 25, Rs 15

Send entries of not more than 500 words
to Viewpoint, . HIMMAT, First Floor,
294, Bazargate St., Bombay-i.
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of all Indians who value sanity and
balance in labour-management rela-
tions, who hold as sacrosanct the
‘rule of law and the fundamental
rights of all citizens, and who cher-
ishall that the industrial revolution
in India has symbolised. At the
time of writing, several responsible
members of the West Bengal cabinet,
and most of the Central leaders have
publicly protested against the ghe-
raos. But nothing has been done
about it, because the Government,
dressed in a multi-coloured political
costume, is like the joker, unable to
make a policy decision. In the

meanwhile, production in West Ben-
gal has fallen by 20 per cent; the
forces of law and order all over the
country have been undermined, and
the entrepreneur has been frightgn-
ed away. Here then is the Indian
edition ~of the tragedy of “Nero
fiddling while Rome burns”.

Unless coalition governments are
prepared to place the interests of t%le
country above their own myopic,
political interests; unless they are
prepared to abide by Dr Radha-
krishnan’s dictum, that politicians
must seek to “serve at any price,
rather than power at any cost”, the
annals of Indian history will record
1967—the year when coalition gov-
ernments galore came into office—as
a tragedy of Indian democracy.

Where is the choice ?
Second prize to D. R. Mohan Raj, Hyderabad 1.

IN the existing situation, the ques-
tion is, the devil or the deep sea?
The answer is, neither. A

The Fourth General Elections, in
shattering the Congress monolith
and its monopoly of power, promised
to restore sanity and sobriety to the
party and raised hopes of more res-
ponsibility, serious rational thinking
and sincere effort on the part of the
parties comprising the opposition.
Both have proved delusions.
~+ The situation steadily deteriorates.
Neither Congress nor the non-Con-
gress parties inspire.

One thing is clear. A Govern-
ment js not aecessarily bad because
it is Congress or necessarily good
because it is non-Congress.

The non-Congress Coalition Goy-
ernments, instead of trying to undo
the evil§ they proclaim with vigour
and fervour, merely aim at popular-
ity. The national perspective is sorely
lacking, possibly wilfully: so.

In Bihar, the Government is faced
with relieving the pangs of acute
famine, Instead, the Ministers mere-
ly point fingers at the Centre or else
incite: people to ‘“gherao” public
officials. The Bengal Government, of
course, specialiscs in championing
gheraos, thereby encouraging class

conflict and threatening peace and
order.

Kerala again faces food shortage.
Again the Centre is held responsible.
The Food Minister threatens to
gherao the Governor to force the
Centre to speed food supplies. The
Madras Government  drastically—
and commendably—reduces the price
of rice, but asks the Centre to bear
the costs. As Mirzapur writhes in the
agony of starvation, the UP Cabinet,
.divided on food procurement, finds
itself conveniently paralysed. While
this is so, Punjab and Haryana are
unstable as ever, st 4

Economic breakdown, mass priva-
tion, even starvation and ‘the conse-
quent discontent and unrest fail to
attract attention of these Govern-
ments.

Not that the Congress is any more
promising, In spite of the general
elections, it isn’t shorn of its arrog-
ance.

The Congress Chief Ministers join
in the demand for more power for
the states to ensure their continuity
in power. The Centre is aga‘in\the
scapegoat.

With all our accent on the federal
structure, seeds of discord are being

sown. Where is the choice?



Kennedy Round

liberalises trade

BY M. S. DABKE

MOVING away swiftly from the
prospect of a dismal failure, the
Kennedy Round of talks has drama-
tically culminated into a romping
success after four years of negotia-
tion. This is glowing tribute to the
perseverence of the 54 countries par-
ticipating in the talks and a fitting
memorial to the late President John
F. Kennedy.

The Treaty of Rome signed by
the “Six” in 1958, was the beginning
of tariff cuts and reciprocal trade
concessions between the countries in
Europe. Though this was a welcome
development, President Kennedy
took ne time to realise that Europe
was becoming insular. England was
keen to join the European Econcmic
Community (Common  Market).
There was a distinct prospect of the
United States being shut out of the
tariff wall raised by the EEC. By
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962,
therefore, the US President equipped
himself to initiate a dialogue bet-
ween the developed and the deve-
loping nations to erase trade bar-
riers. This dialogue came to be

known as the Kennedy Round. India
was one of the participants.
Nobody ever expected the nego-
tiations to be smooth and swift. It
was an unending battle of wits—
both the developing and the deve-
loped countries constantly trying to
score over one another. The agree-
ment on cereals and on chemicals
posed big obstacles. By the end of
April, the negotiations had almost
broken down. But destiny had or-
dained otherwise and an accord was
reached in Geneva on May 17.

Grand achievement

Kennedy Round is a grand achi-
evement. The negotiations represent-
ed around 80 per cent of the world
trade. Mainly, industrial products
are covered. The volume of trade
on which tariff concessions have been
agreed upon is about $40,000 mil-
lion. « The reduction in tariff varies
between 5 and 100 per cent. On the
average, it i§ 30 per cent. This will
undoubtedly give a big boost to the
international trade. First, the capa-
city of the EEC to dictate trade

terms to the countries outside will
be severely restricted. This would
improve vastly the position of the
developing countries as against the
EEC. Secondly, the reduced tariffs
would give a pep to the exports of
the developing countries and their
development may be faster. All these
factors would contribute to the con-
siderable increase in the volume of
world trade.-

India’s immediate and potential
gains from the Kennedy Round are
immense. Coming close on the heels
of the British move to join the EEC,
the Kennedy Round should offer
great relief to India. At present,
our exports to the Western indus-
trial nations are around Rs 400
crores. Nearly 70 per cent of these
are expected to be benefited by the
Kennedy Round.

It is rather difficult at this stage
to work out precisely India’s gains.
It could, however, be a safe guess to
assume th/'at about 30 per cent of our
exports would be covered as a re-
sult of the accord reached at Geneva.
Moreover, what we might lose as a
result of Britain’s joining the EEC
may be made good by a handsome
increase in our trade with the United

o
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- West Asia—crisis background

BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT

“TaeE BATTLE will not be limited to
Syria or UAR, and our fundamental
objective will be the destruction of
Israel.”

Thus said President Nasser, speak-
ing last Saturday about the current
confrontation between Israel and the
Arab nations.

The Arab countries which sur-
round Israel have never accepted its
existence. 1.3 million refugees who
left their homes when Israel came
into being 19 years ago, still live in-
camps around Israel’s borders deter-
mined to return to their homeland,

Question of survival

Twice, in 1948 and 1956, full scale
war has erupted between Israel and
her neighbours; sabotage and skir-
mishes have never. ceased. The UAR,
which now bans Israeli ships from
the Gulf of Aqaba, has all along
barred them from the Suez Canal.
The present crisis, in Arab eyes, is
but the latest developmentin a war
that has never really stopped.

For Israel, the struggle is a ques-
tion of survival. Their aim is to pre-
serve the status quo. Nevertheless,
they have shown themselves ready to
strike hard, as in 1956, when their
interests demanded it. The blockade
of Aqaba is not disastrous to Israel,
as only 11 percent of their trade
passes through it, but the Arabs will
follow up success there with further
moves. 3

Israel has always been a protege of
the US, where Jewish interests are a
factor few politicians can afford to
ignore. The US will not stand by and
left Israel be destroyed. This, and
the Arab’s determination to destroy
Israel, are two firm factors in the
West Asian situation.

The immediate cause of the pre-
sent crisis was an Israeli thr_gat to at-
tack Syria in retaliation for''a series
of sabotage raids. ;

The principal cause, however, is
the increased Arab military might,
thanks to Soviet aid. In his speech
last Saturday, President Nasser made
it clear that the removal of the UN
forces and blockade of the Gulf of
Agaba had been planned for some
time; the need to help Syria provid-
ed the occasion. ;

“Hivmar, June 2, 1967

Between ‘them, the USA, Russia,
France and Britain have distributed
more than a £ 1000 ‘million pounds
worth' of “hardware” among their
friends’ in West Asia, Arab and
Israeli.

- Western aims in West Asia may be
summarised as;

1. To preserve Israel.

2. To keep open the interna-
tional waterways. (If Nasser can
close the Tiran Straits, why should
he not also close the Swez Canal?

3. To maintain . oil supplies.
Two-thirds of Europe’s oil comes
from West Asia,

The Western powers will make
considerable efforts to achieve these
goals without fighting, for war will
inevitably mean the disruption of the
oil supplies and waterways.

_ Russia’s aim is to divide the Wes-
tern. powers. from even .their Arab
allies, and increase her own influence
among them. She may see in West
Asia a strategic bridgehead to three
continents, Europe, Africa and Asia.

Commenting on the Soviet arms
supplies in the region, a French com-
mentator, General Bethouart, writes
in Le Figaro: “Penetration of
the Mediterranean = has always
been one of the aims of Russian
policy. The Tsars failed to attain it.
The Soviets are in process of achiev-

) ing  it.”

Russia is unlikely to risk getting
involved in fighting herself but she

ESTIMATED STRENGTH OF ARAB
' AND ISRAELI FORCES

Troops Tanks Planes
UAR 190,000% 1000 320
Syria 48,000 350 90
Jordan 40,000 130 56
Iraq 80,000 300 120
Total** 358,000 780 586 #%
Israel 250,000 800 220

US Sixth Fleet:

45 Ships ineluding 3 Aircraft Carriers,:
250 aircraft and 2000 US Marines

* 50,000 of UAR troops are in the
Yemen y

*x HExcludes North African countries,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the
Lebanon

\

**% UAR has 6 destroyers, 10 sub-
marines compared to Israel’s 3
destroyers and 4 submarines.

will encourage her Arab allies to
create trquble for. the West.

India will be one of the worst suf-
ferers should war close the Suez
Canal. According te one estimate,
our Five Year Plan expenses. will go
up 40 per cent if supplies have to be
routed round South Africa. Much of
our oil comes from West Asia too.

The West Asian crisis is not a local
issue. It is a-great power confron-

~tation complicated by Arab rivalries

and sparked by Arab hatred of Israel.
It is the responsibility of the world
community, which' has allowed this
crisis to simmer for 19 years, to find
a permanent solution.
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f This was a Life \

DR KWEGGYR AGGREY -

1875—1928 =

IN 1875, in a humble village in%.
Ghana, was born a boy destined"
to be one of the greatest men

of this century. Dr Kweggyr

Agegrey, a nationalist and acade-

mician, may be called the earliest

modern African.

He got involved in educational
work at an early age. Always a
quick and industrious student, he
graduated from the loeal mis-
sionary school at 15 and went to
start another. He became so
popular as a local teacher: that
later- he commented, “If I ever
wore my hat on my right brow
all the young mer;*;:did the same.”

He went to ,,A?Iiéz‘igé.__to further
his education,~=Heéscreated a sen-
sation when théiidelivered an
oration in Greek’ andt..,challenged' }
the cream of American intellect.
He collected a BA-.with -yonou\rs e
in record time.. - = . :

It was. in -America that he
came face to- face: with racial
segregation, to. which :he was to
devote so much of his lectures in
later life. But he.refused to talte
sides right from.the stadé and he
waa proud of it “UYou Can p]ay
a tine of sorta on the White keys
of a piang,” he would 81y, tand
gimilarly on the blackis b“t I’DT
harmony you must use both blaeic
and white.”

Back in Africa he took to hig
old job of trying to educate the
Africans: “I want my people to
be educated in .the larger sense,
in heart, hand and head, and thus
render Africa indispensable to
the world in spiritual, intellectual
and commercial products.”

He! travelled across the conti-
nent, trying to .awaken' . the'
Africans from their traditional
sleep and condemning racial feel-
ing. “I want to end the hatred .
of the whites and the suspicion of
the blacks,” he always said. He
was appointed chairman of an
educational commission on Africa
by the British government, and
the fruits of his labour are visible
in African education today.

He died in 1928, worn out by
sheer hard work. Africa and
the world will always remember
this great African Christian
educationalist as a ploneer of
friendship with a message for the
entire world.

HivamaT, June 2, 1967
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. FOX AND HOUNDS

STHE ‘wisdom of your editorial “The
[LFox -and the Hounds” (May 5, 1967)
Wis vesounding. It is not surprising that
“the Congress Working Committee has
“ rejected out of hand the blatantly un-
democratic suggestions for a “National
Government” at the Centre. The Con-
gress is voted into office for a five-year
term with an absolute majority so that
the Committee sees in the clamour of
_--such Opposition parties as, the Jan
Sangh and Swatantra for a national
government, a move to undermine the
Constitution. @ Those who urge this
.argue .that the Congress Party, despite
— .on because: of — its uninterrupted
-rule ‘over two decades,  has failed to
solve the national problems and in fact
is' leading the country from one crisis
to another and that in the recent gene-
ral elections the people had given their
verdict against the Congress. .
__The " fallacy of their argument niay
_be seen in States where the Congress
has ‘become an Opposition Party...-In
_ these, States the functioning of govern-
ments -composed of disparate elements
~ with' différent and conflicting ideologies

betrays lack of .cohesive thinking amd™ "
evolution ‘of common policies and- pro-- =

-grammes. “Actually, what the Swatantra

wants is' a_government of what it calls-

lilke-minded parties including that sec-

tion- of Congress which is, in Sympathy
' With its Rightist philosophy.

~ ke people found fault not with Socia-

Hal. programmes and pledees offered,

DUt With the waye i Which they seem-
iied “te be worked out. In the eiveiims
stances, the- Swatantea mANOBUVIR
seems to be to geuttle the Socialist
aims and objectives of the Congresas,
and impose its minority philogophy on
the people by making use of the Con-
gress majority. ~This will mean the
negation of democracy and will lead
to the rise of a clique-rule which is
not what we people have voted for.

1)

\/

Ny .8 T. S. PRASAD, Mysore

: - POPULATION EXPLOSION

THE April 14 issue of HIMMAT lay
on my table unread as I was on a fort-
night’s tour of South Kerala. The sight
of ‘untilled acres of the fertile Kerala .
and my calculation that there are in
the other States thousands more wait-
ing for irrigation and tillage made me
sympathise with some of our short-
sighted politicians, who, while profess-
ing te.be the followers of Gandhiji, do
not, scruple about getting the conscieunce =
of our'people deadened by way of advo-
cating .contraceptive practices. To such
of my thoughts your lines under the
caption ‘“Population Solution” 'gave a
torch-light of clarity and conviction.

Thank you. I hope that the said issue
of HIMMAT has already gone to our
helpless politicians who may mean well,
but go astray from right norms of
economics and morality.

J. PULIKODAN, S.J., Payangadi,
Kerala,

CRACKS IN OPPOSITION

YOUR article on Opposition unity
(HIMMAT, May 19) was interesting.
Yet the friction between the wvarious
parties with varying targets was ant-
icipated from the very beginning. The
Opposition parties had joined hands in

- the election only to defeat the Congress
. Party and now they are in power they
..remember their diametrically opposite

Ppolicies. . Yet since the Opposition have
been given a chance in UP, RBihar,
Kerala, etc., they should fight for the
country rather than for their respective
parties. If these Opposition coalitions
(United Fronts) fail, that may lead to

-chaos.

. ARTHUR PAIS, Mangalore 2

~

. FIND THE BALL

I RECEIVED the (Find the Ball)
second prize on Saturday and through
this letter I express my compliments to
you. Soon after my receiving the prize
nearly a dozen of my friends started
taking your magazine from the shap.
However I am trying to knock off your

coveted - first Prize.

.[J;\;ij‘.ﬁ'\fi‘néx:,j N, R, Bangaloie 3

KENNERY ROUND -—from page 18

States and Britain’s partner in
the EEC. ‘

India’s cotton piecegoods have
suffered a setback in the US market
during the first four months of the
current year. They have receded to
165 lakh square metres from 171
lakh square metres in the correspond-
ing period last year. The Kennedy
Round enables us to increase our ex-
ports of textiles to the US.

Like all other pacts, the accord
may be absolutely fine on paper but
not quite so in its actual working.
For instance, a transitional period of
five years to bring down the tariffs
to the targets has been proposed.
What better service could develop-
ed countries do to the developing

~ones other than skipping the transi-

tional period?
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Glasgow

A LONDON NEWSPAPER writes of
President Johnson’s visit to the
American pavilion in Montreal’s
Expo ’67. Apparently he climbed
twenty floors on an up escalator.
Back in Washington, Johnson was
again on an up escalator, the Viet-
nam one. Some say that Johnson
wants to get off it but doesn’t see
how.

Vietnam’s tragedy is pain, ter-
ror, disillusionment and death for
Americans, hate, death and suf-
fering for Vietnamese. In one re-

~ cent week 337 American boys died.

~ Vietnamese killed were probably
ten times as many.

I feel for both—for the wives,
fathers, mothers and other loved
ones. I pray for a stronger un-
ceasing and ever-deepening feel-
ing., When will the killing end?
In Vietnam they have been used
to it for twenty-five relentless
years. Ho Chi Minh’s men are
prepared to fight it out or hold
out for a long time to come, it
seems. The American mood is less
predictable. Many there would
prefer much swifter and higher
escalation bringing with it direct
confrontation with China or a
- withdrawal to a dragging out over
a much lon]ier period of the pre-
- sent unavailing war. ]

Something wrong

~ There is irony in Vietnam. A
minority of the people in a tiny
strip of a nation in South-East
Asia have successfully defied and
frusitrated the world’s” mightiest
power and this earth’s number one
country sees no way out.

Something is seriously wrong.
And in my honest belief the expla-
~nation is.that America is attempt-~
ing to counter the materialism of
Communism in Vietnam with her
own materialism, not with an ans-
wer to materialism.

I“want no misunderstanding
here. I am not opposed, as such,
to wars, They seem inevitable and
are often necessary. And I believe

,  that in the face of Communist sub-
version, sabotage and aggression
in Vietnam it was necessary and
right for America to take a mili-

y

- America’s failure

by Rajmohan Gandhi

tary stand. @ Where America is
cverwhelmingly wrong, and weak
as a result, is not having a revolu-
tionary and unselfish goal for the
war. -

America is clear that she is
against Communism in South-East
Asia, but not clear what she is for.

The people of Vietnam and of
Asia, the Middle East and South
America, want an answer for pov-
erty, hate, callousness and despair.
Communism tempts, deceives,
enthralls and captures many of
them. America condemns Com-
munism, saying that it is against
freedom but she seems to love the
materialism which is the breed-
ing ground of Communism and
she offers no promise of a trans-
formation in human condition of
the masses of the world.

4 /
Not alternatives ’

“Democracy’’ is nut an alterna-
tive to Communism. In any case
South Vietnam has not had demo-
cracy for years. “Freed()m” is no
alternative to Communism eltber.
What is freedom? If it means
licence to cheat, indulge, whore or
hate, how does it offer ‘hope of
deliverance to Asia’s millions? If
in freedom men and women choose
“discipline, service and care, then
men and nations including Viet-
namese people can be wpoqd and
won. America’s failure lies in her
inability to proclaim and practise
this counter fascination. -

I reject Communisr_n bec?use it
‘aims to replace conscience in man
with dictates of State. Is America
for this conscience or against itP

Human conscience .is really Di-
vine. It is God’s hook into man.
It prods man towards honesty,
purity, unselfishness and love. It
speaks against cheating, indulg-
ence, whoring and hating. Is Ame-
rica for the freedom to defy and
deaden conscience? Or is she for
an all-out struggle for the triumph
of conscience, for man’s self-dis-
‘ecipline and concern for others?

Long decades ago the gteat
American William Penn wrote,
“Men must choose to be govern-
ed by God or they condemn them-
selves. to be ruled by tyrants.” He

»

might have added, “they condemn
emselves to fajlure in dealing
With tyrants,” or “They condem?
other millions to live in b l'e{'é
am not a pacifist. I bell
throughout histg)ry there have bee
evil forces that have require azig
necessitated the launching of War:
merica were to stand fOr
love among men instead of hate,
for kindness instead of cruelty, for
punity instead of capitulation to
lust, “for care instead of callous-
ness and if a5 g people andi 858
Overnment she were to declare
these qualities as her objective for
men and nations; she would winl
the friendship of millions and she
would also wip her wars.
If the playing fields of Eton

School were responsible for Eng-

land’s victory at Waterloo it is the
l"l}fay Amerign life is lived, or not
ved, in homes, colleges, factories,
gfﬁcqs and farms of America that
V‘?PTIVG America of victory I
letham-—not the swamps, jungles
or paddyfields of Vietnam.

Force of Lincolns

_America is at 5 decisive moment-
She urgently needs for her own
Sake and for the world’s sake the
answer to frustration. And that

answer is fully and freely avail-

able to her. It lies in her heritage.
Her faith meither condones evil
nor condemns those who fall into
it. Tt draws sharp lines between
right and wrong but it also offers
the secret of change and a new life

to all who see it.

The world longs to see an Ab-
raham  Lincoln rise in America
agam or a whole force of Lincolns.
Lincoln who said of his country,

e have grown in numbers,
Vg.‘ealth and power as no other na-
tion has ever grown but we have
forgotten God.”

America has shown sacrifice and
generosity in' cash and blood on a
scale unexampled in history. She
has welcomed men of all peoples
and backgrounds and given them
the opportunity to speak freely.
If ever there was a nation that
could have pioneered a global re-
naissance it was America. She
still could. But her leaders and
her led must choose,
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~ FIND THE BALL

Competition No:22

F Send no
money

HOW TO PLAY

The ball in this crichet action picture has been painted
out. All you have to dois to mark a cross where you

e think the ball Is. Then cut out the picture and send

it to “Find the Ball”, c/o HIMMAT, 294 Bazargate
Street, Bombay 1, by noon Monday June 12

The winner will be published in June 16 issue.
There is no limit to the number of entries you can

make, but only one cross may be marked on any
one picture. The Editor's decision is final.

Nearest entry wins Rs. 25
Jackpot* this week Rs. 50
*Starting with Competition No. 22 half the prize of
Rs. 50 will be awarded to the nearest entry. The
other half will be carried forward each week to a
“Jackpot’ to be won by the first competitor who
"marks the ball EXACTLY. This Jackpot will accu-

mulate by Rs. 25 per week untii it is won.

| agree to the rules of the competition as outlined above.

.
-

P ¢

k& ,-_L’{' ﬁ(

RANGE GO. LTD.

M. G. ROAD, BOMBAY-1

THE NEW INDIA ASSU

INDIA’S LARGEST GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY

WINNER OF GOMPETITION 20

is D. M. Merchant, G-4 Fanas-

wadi, Bombay2. (8.5mm from ball)
2nd Prize goes to S. G. Kabre, New
Haji Kasam Chawl, No. 368B, 2nd floor,
Room No. 47, Parel, Bombay 12.
(5mm from ball )

NATIONAL

RADIOS
: AND
y { TRANSISTORS

x I am the National-Ekco
Guardsman—

symbol of protection
for every set.

GENERAL RADIO & APPLIANCES LTD.,
Bombuy e Cal ¢ Madras ¢ Delhi ¢ Bangalore
Secundessbad ¢ Patna

LPE-Aiyars NE. 83

THIS IS




live it lively '
with

: MAFATLAL GROUP
SHIRTINGS

Style. Going places. Living it up.
Patterns — startling. Daring.
Bold. Move on. Man. Live it

lively with MAFATLAL GROUP
Shirtings for bush shirts and

other casual wear in 2x2 Cotton,
‘Terene’/ Cotton, Tebilized,
Mafinised and Stretch quality.

1500%0.% V.

Roots of the conflict
p8

NEW SHORROCK (SHORROCK), Ahmedabad
NEW SHORROCK, Nadiad
STANDARD, Bombay
STANDARD (NEW CHINA), Bombay
STANDARD, Dewas
SASSOON, Bombay
SASSOON (NEW UNION), Bombay
SURAT COTTON, Surat
MAFATLAL FINE, Navsari

il

LPE-Aiyars
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