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I am grateful to them for “the
times of refreshing” that have fol-
lowed the telling of the “old, old:
story.’—P. P. W, ZIEMANN,
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I am profoundly grateful for the |
coming of the Oxford Group. !
Grateful for what it has meant to
, Christians in general, and myself in
particular. May I summarize the

values of the visit as T see them.
The visit made plain “The Natur-
.alness of Christianity.”. Our religi-
| ous experience should be part and
|parce1 of our life. God can be
mentioned naturally and not with a
hushed, artificial voice as if it were
E not quite proper. God enters every
department of life, and we should
feel at home with him. This natur- ,
alness is the means used to spread
the Gospel. “One loving spirit sets
another on fire.” '

The visit revealed the deep needs ,
of men and women, needs that were -
unsuspected or unrecognized even
- by the needy ones. There were

needs among the clergy and laity,
Christians and non-Christians.
< There were blind spots and unsur-
rendered areas. There were spiri-
tual inertia and sodden compla-
cency. Many folk were going '
through the motions of a formal
religion but were not really Chris-
tian. In a vague way some knew
that something was wrong, and
longed for something, but did not
know how to get it. The needs
were brought to light and adequate-
ly met by a personal commitment to
Jesus Christ.

They reminded us of “The Worth
of Waiting.” Most of us are too
busy, or so we thought, to follow the
Psalmist’s advice, “Wait on the Lord
and He shall strengthen thy heart.”
1 We knew the truth but did not al-
ways follow it, and were the losers.

For many people “The Lost Radi~
ance,” as Principal Jacks calls it,
was restored. Too long we have
felt that if a thing is disagreeable it
must be our duty; that Christianity
Is a series of negations and sacri-
fices, without a corresponding up-
lift of joy. They reminded us that
the joy of the Lord is our strength
in cross bearing, and that following
Christ is “fun.”

The changes were rung on the re-
sponsibility  of the individual to
measure up to the challenge of |
(Rrivhgard ~agry op His work "The,
power and the possibilities for good
are not confined to this Group, but |
are available to every Christian who
will get in line with God’s plan.
Even the Apostle Paul had no more
power than we can have, if we want
it. God will not withhold anything
from anyone who seeks to identify
himself completely with Him.

There is one danger that must be
carefully avoided. I greatly fear
that some folk will feel that having
had this new and refreshing experi-
ence, there is nothing new left for
them, that the Oxford Group had
“the last word” in religious satisfac-
tion. Such is not the case. It is
but the beginning, I would com-
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