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9579: Foundations for Freedom: International Course

QUNDA 1IONS

FQR FREEDOM Sept 1-20 1994
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/" Peter Belkovski Russia, student, St Petersburg
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v Gj&r@a /Droova Czech Republic, student, Prague University (arr. 6th)
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v"Nahlel Fico Albania, student, Tirana
Jarostaw Golacik Poland, student, Warsaw School of Economics
vefitzaHadjinikolova Bulgaria, student, Germany - (dep. 11th)
vMichelle Hemenway United States, graduate, Wisconsin =~ (arr. 2nd)
v/ Yurij Holyanych Ukraine, student, University of Kiev-Mohyla Academy
vIgor Hula Ukraine, medical doctor, Lviv (arr. 4th)
“Magdalena Kaplanovd Czech Republic, midwife, Prague
v Oksana Kitaeva Russia, student, Nizhni Novgorod University
J/Kaja Kivi Estonia, Secretary in the Methodist Church, Tallmn
v'Tomislav Majeri¢ Croatia, student, Zagreb University
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/' Wiktor Oleksiejczuk Poland, student, Warsaw University
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+QOleg Savtchine Ukraine, student, University of Kiev-Mohyla Academy
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f 'ff | Foundations for Freedom: Internatibnal Course
?f;uugavlows Sept 1"20 1994 )

FOR FREEDCM

List of faculty, Tirley Garth 'family' and backup personnel

Course coordinators
£ Edward Peters coordinator of the FFF programme, Oxford

~Ann Rignall teacher and writer, Merseyside

;( Erik % - coordinator of the FFF Visiting Courses, Staines 7-9
/Pl hilip Boobbyer lecturer in Politics, London School of Economics 2-5, 16-20
}%Bmme\» industrial consultant, Sheffield 8 only
@ex Dilly Moral Re-Armament, Edinburgh, Scotland
Chris Evans Industrial Forums, Worcester
{Eé'ﬁfén"é_é?earon community worker, London 16-18
xNicholas Frayling Canon of Liverpool Cathedral 7 only
—— Dorothy Gavin city councillor, former Lord Mayor, Liverpool =~ 6 only
\( Peter Hannon Moral Re-Armament, Northern Ireland - 13-16
X Joanw Hottand! retired headmistress, New Zealand
_—James Hore-Ruthven Moral Re-Armament, London 5-6
)<Tean Johnson former headmistress, Birmingham 1-2
x Heinz & Gisela Krieg retired teachers, Berlin, Germany 1-11
——@Geoffrey Lean environmental journalist, London 5-6
-—Jim Lester Conservative MP, Broxtowe, Nottingham 5-6
—John Lester medical practitioner, London 3-4
. Archie & Ruth Mackenzie retired ambassador, Scotland 3-6
X'Leslie Marsh Methodist minister, Stoke on Trent 16 only
~—Omnia Marzouk paediatrician, Liverpool & Egypt 5 only
. —Mary M;dgiey philosopher, Newcastle 3-4
- )\ f< Roy Paige ). retired accountant, Kent = -
' \\\ 'Vijaylakshmi Subr&hmanu Moral Re-Armament, Indxa :
XJoy Weeks teacher and writer 13-17
iams Moral Re-Armament, North Wales 7 only
/X Hihe. VNP "i . TN
T \ 1y » ,
Buffory electronics engineer

¥Dick & Margaret Cosens ~ Industrial Pioneer
) )(Blair and Sarah Cummock Trust secretary (Blair), kitchen manager (Sarah)
’"}W i ?‘Rmhard and Marlls Pearce, hosts of the main house
retired lighting consultant
personnel manager (Jim), conference secretary (Ginny)

ihn & Diana B “tetired engineer, Birmingham 5-6
;{BIH & Phyl Camemn Johnson i designer (Bill), writer and teacher (Phyl), London 14-20

ldavia, wife of Mircea (participant)
Moral Re-Armament, Edinburgh, Scotland
Moral Re-Armament, Manchester , .
X‘Ehsabeth Peters Moral Re-Armament, Oxford 14-18
X Alec & Alison Porter Moral Re-Armament, Glasgow, Scotland 4-9

- Sy, Dates of stay at Tirley Garth given if less than for the whole course
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An introduction to N’Ioral Re-Armament
Synopszs of talk by E Peters

¥ NTRODUCTION .
~This course is not about Moral Re-Armament as such, but as the course 'S approach and the L
perspective of many of the speakers, derives from the perspective and _experience of MRA, it xs . i
important for your sake that you understand as much as you can about Moral Re—Armament i

1. WHATMRA ISANDIS NOT R AT A O RN
MRA is not a religion or a sect, nor a theology nor an n idea. It is an mformal mclusxve network R
- of people who share a commitment to applying the experience of ersonal inner transformatlon N
to the needs of wider society. MRA has no formal membership. Its organisational structure is
kept to a minimum. Its finances come mainly through the sacrificial giving of individuals.

2. THE HIST ORICAL CONTEXT 5
'MRA began in 1938, at a time when world war was imminent, Military rearmament was the
order of the day. Frank Buchman, MRA's founder, picked up the thought of a Swedish writer,

i "We must rearm morally.' 'Moral and spiritual rearmament' was what was needed Buchman LT

' declared [

;3. BUCHMAN 'S MESSAGE AND EXPERIENCE
vauchman § message was fundamentally a very personal one. He saw soc:iety as made up of

personal experience. Ata decmve moment his own life had been deeply changed_ ‘As a result of AN
this experience he had come to believe that a change of motivation and direction was possible .~ -
.. for anyone, and that in multiplying this change lay the possibility for a beiter soc1ety The s KRR
i ,sxmple idea was: change must start with me, not the other person. = i o
o At the heart of Buchman's life, and of Moral Re- Armament was and isa Chr;stlan :
€ pcnence But MRA is for everyone, not just Christians.

Buchman s thinking - Moral Re-Armament, as it became — challenges the secular materxahsm i
of our modern world. It is built on an older Judaeo-Christian world view which mcludes the B
following five assertions: N
1. In place of the idea that history is an inevitable process, and man can only part1c1pate in
“.: . that process, this view says that individual choices do affect history. : '
2. In place of the idea that man is purely a material bemg, it
<. -are both body and SOul. i o

4. In place of the idea that all values and moral standards are,‘ ‘ : g

-+ ‘unchanging and absolute moral standards. SRR S AR TR RS
. In place of the idea that the dividing line between good and evil hes between dlfferent SEE TR

classes, or races, or nations, this view believes this line runs through every h_uman__h_ear_t_ R




There are three distinctive elements to MRA's approach, ‘which derive from three propositions:
"I ~ Proposition (a): God, who made us and loves us, has a purpose for each of our lives. We
~can discover that purpose if we truly ask me God aiso has a plan for wider society, and_
we can each have a part in that wider plan.
~ Practical idea: the 'quiet time' helps us to fi nd Go
. Proposition (b): there are certain values by which we should guide our Tive
' Practical idea: the 'four moral standards' - honesty, purity, unselﬁshness and love - are
~ useful tools for dealing with the wrong in our lives. .
Prop051t10n (c): there is a definite link between the mdmdual and socwty, between the;_
way we hve our personal I1ves and the direction our societies take.

:MRA isa catalys

Synop;m of ‘Introduction to Moral Re—Ah}iamen; - 2




- Notes on Freedom
inar/discussi

SRS ,Before you begin reading this, please take some time to write down whattfreedoxn meansto
i 'fyou Then ask yourself whether you think other people on the course might define freedom .
’ v edom mean dxfferent thmgs to different people at different times? g

a peasant 2 knight or an artisan rather than hoosmg to be one Each class had rules :an
obligations which determmed thelr actlons ,There was ‘no room for pnvate initiative.

Freedom and the economy | Desplte the explmtatton and mjustlce that listed in the
- Middle Ages, freedom did not become important until a new class o_f merchants and
- entreprenecurs emerged. They were the first to try to break the constrictions of class_
»f’,locahty The development of capitalism meant that money, not birth, became most -
-’1rnportant But thls change brought a lot of insecurity and further exploitation.

TR _3_'Freedom and Rehglon At about the same time there was a change in religious thought
. The old idea that a whole society, bound together by rules and obligations, would be saved
- from sin. through the Church colIapsed when the obhgattons that tied people together were
cut. In the face of a terrible doubt about his salvation, the individual tried to convince
himself that his good w
Protestant work ethic. -

one filled with spmts wood-nymphs trolls gobhns and faxnes, mtches and wxzards, and SEEN
he trembled to upset them for fear of unleashmg the terrible forces of nature in pumshment R
What changed this belief was the rise of science. Francis Bacon declared that the earth and - RSN
~all that lies on it is just "stuff" for Man to manipulate without fear. When he cuts downa =

tree, he does not need to worry about the wood-spirit, he is simply taking some formless .
atter on which he can impose his own creative will. Descartes, a mathematician, said that .
only by exposing knowledge to the acid of systematic doubt could we be sure of anything.
Man cut the bonds that tied him to nature and became free to exploit nature. Butat the .=
- same time, Man b gan to see himself as isolated from the world, from matter and from his

- fellow humans.




 Freedom and isolation This tend'en‘cfy" towards isolation is the negative side to the concept

“to choose between different products and different jobs. The co-operation mvoIved isa

e fundamentanv different sort of co-operation to the medideval economy. There is no

e obligation. Each individual co-operates for his own advantage. If circumstances change
~ then partners become competitors. As a result, "the seIf—conﬁdence the 'feehng of self H IS
tnerely an indication of what others thmk of the persort " ChiE :

Fresdom from moralltxf 'Centuries of "r'exigiou;«; v}v'ars' ended in an uneasy truce where,
- today, people of many different beliefs and moral codes live alongside each other. Many
~see relrgron and scientific truth as belonging to opposmg camps In the field of values = -

e everythmg isa matter of 1nd1vxdua1 preference

' The wdl to power The basxs of Western democracy isa behef that humans are baswally
- motivated by a desire for power, and that the aim of politics is to secure the greatest
happmess for the greatest number of people ‘The checks and balances of a parhamentary

"democraoy aim to prevent any individual or group of individuals from obtaining too much
~power. Society is made up of mdtvxduals who, motwated soIer by self-rnterest contract to

"”’work together for thelr common good S e e

_ 'The fe'u' of freedom Ertch Fromm suggests that there is another, vital, strand of huma
“ motivation which has often been ignored: the fear of being alone. To overcome this
- feeling, people sometimes try to submerge themselves in complete submission to another
. person, or by dominance over others as happened in Nazr Germany These traxts are.
: dangerous for democracy-" T : :

Posxtzve and negatwe freedom So far we have been lookmg at freedom in terms of

- freedom from something instead of freedom to ‘something. Fromm calls this second kind
- positive freedom. He believed that Man is a deeply social animal, and that the need to lov
o 'and be loved ts as Important for us as the desrre for personal advantage He contrasts Iove :

g “'strength No demands are made and nothmg 1s taken except that whtch 1s freely gtven

, ’God. whose service is J)erfect freedom Faundatzons for Freedom beheves that our

- deepest and truest nature is found in a loving reIatlonshlp to God. Only in God are we able ,
~'to find our true selves and thus are "free to be me". This concept is one found in the =
mystlcai tradxttoos of all rehgtons and contrasts‘thh the structured ruIe—bound forms‘ 0

i Ench Fromm: The Fear of Freedom‘
The Fear ofFreea'om Y




-'.3"_M0rahty for fx eedom Some people thmk that morahty is the enemy of freedom because

it tells us what to do. But any kind of positive freedom needs us to submit ourselves to

d_1sc1p1me If1 choose to be a ballet dancer or a musician, then from an early age I must

submit myself to. the discipline of following exercises and taking direction from a teacher.

If 1 rebel against that discipline then I lose my freedom to follow the profession I have

chosen. The same applies if I simply want to become a mature, responsible, loving person.

- It needs discipline, obedience to a good authority, even self-denial. If I refuse to accept that BENE

- structure for my life and instead choose to follow what I want at any given moment, thenI . -
lose the chance to become my true self and remain at best h'ld,, at worst a dlsto ed

creature. : - : S

_-_;:Much of th1s dlSCLISSlOH of Freedom draws on Ench Fromm 's The Fear of Freedom, ﬁrst

. Fascism fi from a combmed psycholog1cal and economic perspecnve More on the philosophy
- of freedom can be found in Isaiah Berlin's Four Essays on Freedom.

On individualism and the alternatives to it, Martin Buber's Ich und Du (English translation
 and Thou) is superb. Sheldon Kopp's book, If You Meet the Buddha on the Road, Kill .-
Him, and M. Scott Peck's The Road Less Travelled both deal with personal growth from a .
. psychological and spiritual perspective. s SRR

On freedom from morality, Mary Midgley's short‘ booit Why Can't We Make Moralu S A
Judgements, covers an enormous amount of ground in a short space. Understanding the DR
Pzesent by Brian App]eyard is aIso good on_ the background of thc Enlrghtcnment LR LRI A

| ;:-"m relation to God. A good survey of the Christian mystical tradition can be found in
Rowan Wllhams The Wound of Knowledge, pecially chapter 4, "The clamour of the

Mike Lowe, 30/8/94

otes on freedom -3 .




:'The orlgms of natmnahsm AN
By Although natxonahsm is generally regarded as a relatively modern phenomenon, the nat1on__. :
state has its roots back in the middle ages and even earlier. ‘France and Britain, fo L :
example, and later Spain and the Netherlands, were all coherent natlons long before R R
nattonahsm in its current 1deologzca1,_ nse, became sueh a f i

Deﬁmng natxonahsm

Natxonahsm is pr1mar11y a pohtlcal prmmple, wtuch holds that the pohttcal and the
ational unit should be congruent, Nationalism ,sentunent or as a movement, can
Dbest be deﬁned in terms of this principle. Nationalist sentiment is the feeling of anger
aroused by the violation of thls prmelple or the feehng of satisfaction aroused by its
fulfilment. A natmnahst movement is one actuated by a senttment of this kind."

_: "-_(Ernest Gellne) ;

'Avv natlon can most easﬁy be deﬁned asa peopIe who share a eommon language, culture ‘and
customs, who mhablt a fixed terntory, and who recogmse common interests. By that .

. ..He dlstmgmshes between ethmc natzonalzsm and czvzc naaonalzsm The former, he wntes, SR
- -..claxms that an individual's deepest attachments are mhented not chosen Iti is the natlonal - SN

L equal cmzens umted m} patnotlc attachment to a shared set of pohtxcal practices and

i';What does a natmn need tobe a natmn state?

- A hlstory‘7 A common language? Natural boundaries? A commo
~-Common rehglon’?

1t could be said that there is nothing natural aboet any natlon state They are aIi artlﬁcxal .
creations. . i -




'Factors that may conmimte to the emergence ‘of natwu states

© The demise of feudalism, and the demand for autonomy.
. The process of industrialisation, and the rise of capitalism..
- Military and technologxcal progress The growth of bureaucracy and better

- communications.. i
Secularrsatron the erosmn of tradltional rehgrons and cultural behefs.

- Reaction to forelgn rule ora threat from a forergn power

- The ambition of one powerful dynasty to enlarge its area of hegemony .
- The vision and ambition of a powerful individual leader. :
" Class mterests (the Marxtst mterpretatron) B

Sén‘iéz quesrions fb’f f’e'ﬂéétio :

"}‘;"_';'_"__When drd you ﬁrst reahse that you beIong not only toa famlly but also to a nation? -
. Did you hear other groups, minorities, neighbours, being mennoned as dlfferent
'dlfﬁcult less honest clean and trustworthy than’ your group”"‘" G
3. Weret there people who it was ‘taken for granted one _would not speak wrth‘?' How di
. you as a child react? Did you try to ﬁud out about th "se people, or drd you beheve
- what you were told about them? : :

‘Were you taught about the things you should be proud of (e 'g' persona ities,
hxstory, cu!ture) emd about the wrongs that your group or nauon had suffered from

"One Ioves a iand and a people because of the:r values

2. "Historical memorxes easily turn into fanatical ideas. What masses of dangerous
"_memones there are in every European state'“ (Alfred Déoblin, 1924)
MIn _some ways a natron has to find a basrs somethmg that exp!ams and carrres her
unity and distmctweness " (V Krokow)

:'Ifj"Assertlve ethmcrty tends to swallow up 1nd1v1dual 1dent1t1es aud in vroient.-;-;,
ethmersm whole mbes, races or nations cau Iose thexr 1den£1ty m the louder 1dentrty

group have natural feel;ngs of love for one another Even if feasible, creating -
- ethnically homogeneous nations will uot promote peace ‘within or'between' suc
natrons " (Rajmohan Gandhx) o :




