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Whether your lighting budget
is large or small
you can make your money
work harder

Here’s how:
Only PHILIPS offer you this choice. Meet your exactt lighting

requirements from the widest range of prices and equipment

You can save money if your lighting equipment is planned
to meet the specific needs of your establishment. Philips
help you save, make your budget work harder, because
qnly‘Phxhps offer such a wide range of equipment for every
lighting need, the optimum lighting plan for your money.

thAnd in Philips’ wide price range you can be sure you get
€ best you can ever buy —made to uncompromising
standards to suit Indian climatic conditions.

Philips Ligliting Equipment gives you:
Long-term economy: Cuts down on repairs and replace-

ments. Maintenance costs go down. Moreover, because of

better lightin i iti
: g and working conditions, work
increases; profits rise. 7 A ghE

Dependable lighting:...even in the most exacting conditions,

!)ecause ]?lgxlips Lighting Equipment is tested to more exact-
Ing conditions than are met with in actual use.

Maximum light output and longer life: Every component is
manufactured to higher than international standards.

PHILIPS For further pati'ulars of our range, write to:

TMC 11/240

.

TBC 45/420

TBC 40

Remember, the best lighting equipment can
let you down unless you use the best lamps. \

¥659°1d

Insist on Philips TL/HPL lamps—their fluorescent
coating is precision-checked for uniformity,
guaranteed to give brilliant light over longer life.

|
|
|

Editorials
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Cyprus : Battleground or bridge ?

ONE oF THE smallest members of the United Nations
(population 590,000), Cyprus has proved one of the
most intractable. And this week the world has
watched while emergency negotiations in Athens and
Ankara decide whether it will be war or peace.

In one of the worst clashes between Greek and
Turkish Cypriots since the cease-fire in December
1963, 27 were Kkilled last week—mainly Turkish
Cypriots.

The armed forces of Turkey and Greece were im-
mediately placed on alert. Turkey threatened inva-
sion to “safeguard” the minority community. Greek
army officers were issued sealed orders to be opened

in the event of a Turkish attack. Meanwhile the

US Sixth Fleet was re-deployed between Cyprus and
the Turkish mainland only 40 miles away.

The swift intervention of NATO pariners helped
cool the over-heated conflict for the moment. TUS
Deputy Secretary of Defence Cyrus Vance flew for
hurried consultations in the Greek and Turkish capi-
tals. The Turks are said to want the withdrawal of
the 10,000 Greek troops on the island and also the
dismissal of General Grivas, Greek Cypriot Com-
mander of the Cyprus National Guard. There are

No tears

indications that Greece may agree to these but “not
under the pressure of military threats”.

Though ruled by the Turks for three centuries till
the British leased the island in 1878, Cyprus belong-
ed to Greece only for a brief period 1600 years ago.
Yet the Greek community today comprises 80 per
cent of the island’s population.

War between Greece and Turkey over Cyprus is
unthinkable for sane men. An immediate repercus-
sion, observers feel, would be a massacre of the two
communities in Cyprus. And such a conflict bet-
ween two NATO partners would be a major defeat
for the Western Alliance.

The present Greek Foreign Minister is regarded
by the Turks as a moderate on the Cyprus issue and
this is important, for Greece holds the trump card. It
is possible that following the angry confrontation of
the last few days both sides have weighed the ter-
rible consequences of making Cyprus a battleground.
One look at the map and a brief study of her history
make it clear that Cyprus could become instead a
bridge. And in building this bridge both Greek and
Turk would find their talents needed and their
mutual rights secured.

to shed

Taank Gop THE Union Government has shown some
backbone at last and demonstrated its will to govern
by dismissing the farcical Ministry in Haryana and
the defiant minority Mukherjee Ministry in West
Bengal. Himmar reliably understands that the de-
cision to dismiss the West Bengal Ministry was taken
in Delhi and that it came about because of the
firmness of Deputy Prime Minister Morarji Desai
and Home Mnister Y. B. Chayan. Mrs Gandhi, we
understand, was at first against it and, left to herself,
would have waited for the Bengal Assembly session
to decide. Mr Desai made a stout defence in Par-
liament of the Governor’s action in Bengal. Mrs
Gandhi, by comparison, observed that she was “ex-
céedingly sad” about the action in West Bengal but
that “when law and order was breaking down, the

Government had to act. It has to do its duty, no
matter how painful it is.” y

It is pertinent to ask whether the Prime Minister
felt the pain when the small landlords of Naxalbari
were beaten up, and terrorised, when an SSP labour
leader in Asansol was speared with 80 wounds by
political opponents, and when hundreds of her citi-
zens in Bengal lived in fear and insecurity,

One can appreciate Mrs Gandhi’s desire to be in
the good books of all shades of Indian opinion—Left,
Centre and Right—in order to emerge as a national
figure like her father, Mr Nehru. But it will be a

«sad day when that becomes her motivating purpose.

There is a right and there is a wrong and politi-
cians who compromise between the two can do so
only at the cost of their nation’s liberty.

Has the time come ?

“The time has come,” the Walrus said,
“To talk of many things:

Of shoes—and ships—and sealing wax—
Of cabbages—and kings. ..”

Lewis Cargorr. in “The Walrus and the Carpenter”

“Tar TIME HAs coME,” declared some opposition
MPs with profoundity, for all right-thinking citizens
to sit up and take note of the rape of the Constitu-

tion” by the Central Congress leaders in Haryana
and West Bengal. They urged the people to create
massive demonstrations to forestall its repetition in
Bihar and other non-Congress states.

A signatory to the appeal, Mr S. M. Joshi, said
four months ago after a visit to Naxalbari, “The
violence of the extremists must be resisted and the
life and property of the people protected.” Surely
such recent truths can’t be so easily forgottenl




Briefly Speaking...

Tedious propaganda

Has Moscow been conceded a large
say in the making of Government of
India news films?

“Indian News Review”, the film
title said in Bombay cinemas last
week. What immediately followed
was another title, “Fifty Revolution-

Years”, and a sycophantic ac-
count of the Moscow celebrations of
the Bolshevik revolution’s fiftieth
anniversary, with flash-backs to 50
years ago.

Birbal would like to know if Mos-
cow has paid for this long adver-
tisement simultaneously unreeled in
hundreds of cinemas. Or has our
Covernment decided to induce a
friendly climate for a similar revo-
lution here? The fact that the film

F—CHALTA HAI. ..

B ERCHANGE . ...
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“They came here to have a chat-

on the mew line, but it wouldn’t

work so they decided to go ahead
without it.”

THIS
WEEEKLY FEATURBE
comes to you through
the courtesy of the '

FEAGLE VACUUM
BOTTLE MIPG CO
(PVT) LTD

manufacturers of the
Eagle range of
vacuum flagks, jugs .

and insulated ware. VALENTINE

sequence was tedious is not enough
justification for imposing brazen,
alien, timeworn propaganda on In-
dian audiences.

Swindling taxi driver

MosTt PLANES from Europe arrive in
Bombay in the early morning. The
other day a Swedish trade union
leader flew in about 4.30 a.m. Being
a law-abiding . citizen he did not
bring any rupees into India although
he was offered them at Beirut air-
port. He says he went to the foreign
exchange counter at Santa Cruz air-
port but found it was closed. About
twenty taxi-drivers jumped on him
offering to change his dollars. One of
them succeeded in getting him into
his taxi and jipped him in the pro-
cess—giving only Rs 130 instead of
the official rate of Rs 150 for $20.
(The taxi driver, of course, would sell
the $20 in the black market for about
Rs 220. Quite a profit for a 14-mile
trip.. But perhaps the erring taxi
man did not realise the visitor was a
trade union comrade!)

Surely, if we are interested in in-
creasing our foreign exchange, we
should at least keep the exchange
counter open 24 hours at the airport

—and keep a stricter watch on erring
taxi drivers.

Doubtful bargains

dT 5AS 1LONG been known that Eastern
European countries purchasing In-
dian goods with rupees earned by
sales to India have, in fact, been re-
selling the goods to third countries,
thus making inroads into India’s es-
tablished foreign currency markets.
The Statesman reports that the In-
dian Government has protested to the
Yugoslav Embassy in New Delhi
against diversion of jute purchases in
what is described as “switch trade”.
In one case goods worth Rs 30 lakhs
were off-loaded from a ship in Cal-
cutta because it was suspected they
were meant for resale in Western
Europe.

Some day, perhaps, the full truth

Men will confess to treason, murder,
arson, false teeth or a wz'g. How
many of them will own up to a lack
of humour? '

Frank CorLsy, 1865-1925

will: come out about our rupee-pay-
ment trade with Eastern FEurope.
When it does, we shall learn that
most of the bargains were on the
other side of the counter.

Indians abroad

WE MAY BE 51 crores of Indians at
home, but how many Indians have
migrated to other countries? The
Union Ministry of Labour estimates
nearly 40,00,000 live abroad. Apart
from Ceylon where nearly 10 lakhs
live, the majority of whom are to be
repatriated in the next few years
under the Indo-Ceylon Agreement

of 1964, the main groups are distri- .

buted as follows:

Malaysia (8,07,000 or 9% of the po-
pulation); Mauritius (4,92,750 or
68%); Trinidad  and  Tobago
(3,01,946); British Guiana (2,98,265
or 48%);
U.K. (1,85,000); Kenya (1,78,000);
Singapore  (1,49,000); Uganda
(79,900); Jamaica (30,000).

Overland

A BrrrisH transport company has
opened up perhaps the longest over-
land container route in the world—
London to Tokyo by the Trans Sibe-
rian Railway. Containers carrying
oods are dispatched from British
Rail’s Stratford depot in London via
Harwich, Basle, Czechoslovakia,
Moscow and Nahodka. It is said to
be several days faster than the sea
route and competitively priced. \

And we are still struggling to re-
start an overland 30-mile freight
route from Amritsar in India to La-
hore in West Pakistan. What a world
we live in!

Sleep tight!

AMERICANS spent nearly $700 million
on tranquillisers and sleeping pills
last year—Rs 26 a head! It is hard to
believe that for some of us the pro-

blem is keeping awake.
Bisbal

Hivoveay, December 1, 1967

Fiji (2,35,338 or 51%);

No breach of Constitutimi

Tae PresmeENT and the Governors
form a network of federal power. By
their oath, they are duty bound to
uphold the Constitution.

The Governor holds a dual position.
He is the agent of the President. He
is also the head of the State insofar
as matters falling within the jurisdic-
tion of the State Legislature are con-
cerned.

The “aid and advice” clause in
Article 163 relates to matters falling
within the competence of the State
Legislature. When a matter affects
the constitutional structure, the Go-
vernor is to act on behalf of the Pre-
sident in maintaining the Constitution
in letter and spirit.

The position that a Chief Minister
who holds minority support of the
Legislature can advise the dissolu-
tion of the House is untenable.

Lord Oxford (formerly Mr As-
quith), in an important speech deli-
vered shortly after the general elec-
tion of 1923, said:

“It does not rmhean, that the Qrown
should act arbitrarily and yv;thout
the advice of responsible Ministers,
but it does mean that the Qrown
is not bound to take the advice of
a particular Minister to put its _sub-
jects to the tumult and turmoil of
a series of General Elections so long
as it can find other Ministers who
are prepared to give it a trial. The
notion that a Minister—a Mn.nst:er
who cannot command a majority
in the House of Commons...—
in those circumstances is invested
with the right to demand a dissolu-
tion is as subversive of constltq-
tional usage as it would, in my opi-
nion, be pernicious to the general
and paramount interests of the na-
tion at large.”

Advisory capacity conditional |

The Chief Minister's capacity to
advise is effective only so long as he
commands the confidence of the ma-
jority in the Legislature.

The view that Governor Dharma
Vira’s dismissal of the West Bengal
Ministry is a “rape of democracy”
is untenable. A Chief Minister who
has not the majority support of the
House has no right to insist that his
advice should be accepted, and when

Hivvat, December 1, 1967

By DR K. M. MUNSHI

Dr K. M. Munshi is one of the archi-
tects of India’s Constitution. Emi-
nent lawyer, author and statesman,
he was both a State and Central Mi-
nister and later Governor of Uttar
Pradesh. HIMMAT questioned him
on the constitutional validity of the
action of Mr Dharma Vira, Governor
of West Bengal, in dismissing the Mi-
nistry. HIMMAT also inquired about
the validity of Dr P. C. Ghosh, a
minority leader, being asked to form
a government. The legal opinion of
Dr Munshi will be studied with
interest.—Ed.

it is found that he is trying to delay
matters in order to circumvent the
constitutional powers of the Gover-
nor, the latter is perfectly justified in
dismissing the Ministry.

The situation in West Bengal was
ripe enough for the intervention of

the President by evoking the Emer-
gency Powers, but it is also the duty
of the President and the Governor
to see that, before such action is
taken, all the ways of running a con-
stitutional government are explored.
Governor Dharma Vira was justified
in taking action as he has done.

Power by violence \

The Governor was equally justified
in calling upon Dr P. C. Ghosh, a
minority leader, to form a government
in the hope that he would be able to
form a Ministry which could function
as a constitutionally effective Min-
istry.

The agitation of the United Front
in West Bengal is nothing but an
attempt to circumvent the Constitu-
tion and to form a government by
large-scale violence. The Centre was

continued on next page
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THE LAST STRAW

THE LIMIT has been reached. Free-
booter can stand it no longer. India
is being made the victim of “interna-
tional conspiracies’.

It has been a plot of foreign pow-
ers to force us to accept millions of
tonnes of food grains. It has affect-
ed every last villager in the country!
The testing of atomic weapons by the
nuclear powers upset the delicate
weather balance and for two years
our monsoon rains were below nor-
mal.

US Public Law 480 is another “sini-
ster attack’” upon our national in-
tegrity. By forcing us to buy millions
of tonnes of wheat and only accept-
ing rupees for it the US Government
has built up a massive hoard of cur-
rency in India with which they are
financing the Indo-US Foundation to
print text-books and other dangerous
publications.

As for foreign aid, it is well known
that most countries now only give it
so that we can pay it back to them
as interest on past loans.

All this we could tolerate buf when
the foreigm interventionists start ex-
ploiting the language issue we must

e,

N\

cry halt. For this reason we hail the
courage and insight of Mr Prakash
Vir Shastri, MP, for his timely charge
in the Lok Sabha that there is an
“international conspiracy to retain
the English language in India. As
he has so devastatingly revealed,
‘huge sums of money” are being
spent through- the press and tea-
chers.

This insidious invasion of our in-
ternal affairs must be exposed and
challenged and who better to do it
than an objective and  disinterested
guardian of our linguistic rights like
the Independent Member from Uttar
Pradesh ?

The best answer of course would
be a crash programme of teaching
the world to speak Hindi. And this
should be paid for by grants from
foreign affluent countries who mneed
education. '

If the Greeks and Turks only
spoke Hindi, the Cyprus problem
would vanish. If Eshkol and Nasser
could talk things over in Hindi, West
Asia would enter a millenium of
peace. If only Mao and Kosygin,
Wilson and de Gaulle—or even Ayub
and Indira .,, Well, anyway, ‘Down
with English!”

Decelsolin




YERDICT!

This week HIMMAT...

DOUBTS the redlism of Government
c:fﬁces in Delhi reverting {o the
$ pre - emergency”’ six-and-a-half
hour working day, when mountains
of work lie unattended.

. *

BELIEVED devaluation of the dollar
was not likely—until White House
spokesmen started affirming it
would not happen.

L gt *

WELCOMES the thaw in relations
between Britain and the UAR as a
glimmer of sanity.

A *

CO.MZMENDS. the spirit of the Hari-
jan Council’s Delhi President, Mr
Hariji, wl_lo says his organisation
l}a_@ 1no w1sl'1 to celebrate its silver
Jubilee, as it should die out with
the ackhievement of its goal—the
end of untouchability.

*

DISAGREES With the statement of
Mahargshtra Advocate - General
Segrval on fundamenta] rights, that
except those concerning abo’lition
of untouchability, “there is no
right you cannot waive’’,

D%Td(j)UNCES the blindness of the
3 an Government that has caus-
:he 2-(%0,000 Pairs of spectacles—.
: d.gx t of German opticiang io the
ndian people—tq remain in Ham-

burg because ; ini 2
ceive them. S s AU

i *

DEP%ORI-ES the attempt by pro-Ben-
gab Unlted-Front MPs in the Lok
MS;) 1;: to prevent Humayun Kabir
VLB Trom speaking j /
Jeers and catcallsgam RRas 74

_ ] nd ASKS if thij
is the high i -
i6 ighest logic they can sum-

: *

HAS its tooth Sweetened—.
—by the Government’s
decontrol sugar——partig]

somewhat
decision to
ly.

COMPLIMENTS Bombg B Soone
S. Bhagwagar on malZin;ax; :&‘ﬁr
ment to the press that g passenger
had overpaid him by giving 4 hun.
dred-rupee note instéad of g ten.
rupee one, and WONDERS what
prompted the assinine decision of
the Finance Ministry to make
the new Rs 100 and Rs 10 notes
identical in size and shape.

For aLMmosT twenty years all West-
ern discussions of the Palestine pro-
blem in and out of the United Nations
have deliberately and stubbornly
ignored the real issue. Instead, West-
ern spokesmen have persisted in their
attempts to bury that issue and to
present in its place others which are
either secondary, stemming from the
real one; or false, raised for diverting
attention.

It is, therefore, necessary to remind
all those who are truly seeking a just
and lasting settlement in the Middle
East today that the issue which
should be faced is not the resettle-
ment or repatriation of the “old”
Arab refugees of 1948, now number-
ing 1,300,000, as well as the “new”
refugees of 1967, numbering about
500,000; it is not the boundaries bet-
ween Israel and the surrounding Arab
States; it is not freedom of passage
through the Suez Canal; it is not the
disputed status of the Straits of Tiran
and the Gulf of Agaba; it is not Nas-
ser and the so-called Nasserism.

The real issue is Israel itself, and
the legal and moral grounds for its
creation. It is Zionism and what
Zionism stands for and represents.
Here let me state in no uncertain
terms that when I speak of Zionism,
I do not mean Judaism. Judaism is
part and parcel of my religious herit-
age. Zionism; on the other hand, is
a negation of that heritage.

While the origins of Zionism can
be traced to ancient times, it was in
the latter part of the nineteenth cen-
tury that the movement took its
modern character and transformed
Jewish religious hopes and yearnings
for individual freedom into a politi-
cal programme and a nationalist uto-
pia. Right from the beginning, how-
ever, Zionism has always been paro-
chial, exclusive, and self-centréd.

The first instrument in the sordid
story was the Balfour Declaration,

Antenna’s cable was delayed this
week., He will resume next week.

The real issue in the
Palestine problem

BY NABIH AMIN FARIS, Professor of Arab History,
Chairman of Area Studies Programme, American University of Beirut

issued by the British Foreign Sec-
retary in the form of a letter to Lord
Rothschild, dated November 2, 1917,
and stating that “His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment view with favour the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people;. . .it be-
ing clearly understood that nothing
shall be done which may prejudice the
civil and religious rights of existing
non-Jewish communities in Palestine,
or the rights and political status en-
joyed by Jews in any other country.”

It should be noted that at the time
Britain made this declaration it had

continued on page 19

WEST BENGAL—from page 5

weak; -the whole country clamoured
against the weakness. Now it has
taken up the challenge against at-
tempts to overawe it into submission.

The attitude of some United Front
leaders to use violence and create
chaos if their demands are not ful-
filled is anarchic and has to be dealt
with firmly.

When the law and order situation
in the State gets out of hand, it is
the duty of the Central Government
and the Governor to restore normal
conditions; if they do not discharge
this duty, they betray the Consti-
tution. '

People who count read

HIMMAT Weekly

" NOW IS
THE TIME
tz u';)esn cer\i':’atiyoc’nu r

1 year Rs 12, 3 years Rs 30
Cheques to Himmat Weekly,
294 Bazargate St., Bombay-1.
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“I saw the jeeps ablaze...”

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN CALCUTTA

THE MOST INTRIGUING character
on the Bengal scene is not the dis-
missed Chief Minister Ajoy Mukher-
jee nor the dismissed Deputy Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu, nor the new
Chief Minister Dr P. C. Ghosh. The
man who has set himself up as the
king maker and king breaker is Hu-
mayun Kabir, MP. Although Jyoti
Basu pleaded with him not to topple
the Ministry and in return offered Mr
Kabir the choice to nominate another
Chief Minister, Mr Kabir is said to
have replied that if" Mr Basu himself

. resigned from the Communist Party

he could become Chief Minister in
a month or two!

Ajoy played for time

Whilst Mr Kabir remains a most
controversial character—as one who
helped to create and finally break the
Ajoy Ministry—the Governor, Dharma
Vira, has emerged as the most res-
pected personality in the state. On
Tuesday, November 21, when Ajoy
Mukherjee was with Mr M. P. Sinha
and other BKD leaders in the Grand
Hotel trying to find a way to prevent
the fall of the Ministry, the Gover-
nor’s messenger arrived with a letter
to Ajoy dismissing his Ministry. The
timing of the letter was ~almost as
important as its contents, for Ajoy
Mukherjee and Mr Sinha were plan-
ning to get the 17 BKD MLAs: who
had defected from the United Front

SEY THAET HGAIN...

It cannot be said we are out of the
woods. But I feel we have turned the
corner.

Mgrs Inpira GANDHI

I'm a little tired of some of these
rumours.

Mr Harorp WiLsoN

Frequent defections amount to mur-
der of democracy.

MR Morarjt DEsAL

HivinvaT, December 1, 1967

back into the fold. This was the real
reason for Ajoy’s reluctance to call
an earlier meeting of the Assembly
and mnot the official reason given,
namely to carry through the grain
procurement programme. Ajoy and
his colleagues were playing for time.

Understandably, if the the United
Front had to go they would rather
have been dismissed by the Gover-
nor than face a certain defeat in the
Assembly. But this they were hop-
ing to avoid by adding to their
strength in the Assembly. The United
Front leaders were obviously stun-
ned by the swiftness of the Gover-
nor’s move. The Governor handled
the situation resolutely and efficient-
ly. Six thousand police were brought
in from one neighbouring State and
others from elsewhere. On the morn-
ing of the day on which the Ministry
was to be dismissed, the correspon-
dent of a well-known British weekly
had a date with the Governor. When
the correspondent called, Governor

Dharma Vira was quietly reading a
book. :

Teenagers burn cars

After the initial surprise the United
Front leaders recovered and imple-
mented their threat of a two-day
hartal against the Governor’s order.
The situation was quiet the following
morning until the Front leaders de-
cided to hold a public meeting des-
pite a prohibition order. Processions
started from different points to con-
verge on Brigade Parade Ground.
The police prevented the various
processions. In one lathi charge for-
mer Minister Biswanath Mukherjee
(Right Communist younger brother
of Ajoy) and Amar Chakravarty were
injured and later arrested.

Stumped in their move to hold the
meeting, chased away by the police,
the mob resorted to wanton destruc-
tion of public and private properties.
An eye-witness said that most of the
private cars were set on fire by teen-
agers. The Birla Planetarium and the

Congress Bhavan were attacked.
Police vans and jeeps were soon
blazing at many places. Then fol-

lowed the normal pattern—shops

were looted,- buses burned, poliee
stations and post offices attacked.
Police fired tear gas and lathi charg-
ed, resulting in the death of 10 peo-
ple, while many more were injured.
2500 people were arrested.  What
will happen in the course of the next
few days is anybody’s guess.

Setback for State

The Governor- has called the As-
sembly into session on November 29,
when anything may happen. Mean-
while exams in schools are postponed
and educational life is disrupted in
the State. Commercial life was begin-
ning to recover after the High Court
judgement branding gheraos as ille-
gal. Recent events have set back the
clock again.

The Communists have, however,
succeeded in isolating the dismissal
of the Ministry and labelling it a
“violation of democratic procedure”.
The real violator of democatic pro-
cedure was Mr Ajoy Mukherjee who,
although he knew he no longer com-
manded a majority, refused to resign
honourably or to call a vote of con-
fidence in the Assembly. To call the
dismissal of Ajoy’s Ministry a viola-
tion of democracy is like the man
committed to gaol for theft claiming
that his personal freedom, guaran-
teed under the constitution, is vio-
lated.

Should have spoken

It is a pity that certain politicians
of other parties, some confused and
woolly, others unscrupulous and am-
bitious, have been joining in this game
of condemning the Governor’s action
as “a threat to democracy”. They
would have done better had they
spoken earlier when there was no
law and order and a minority govern-
ment ruling in Bengal:

.



tish flag, off the Yemen coast.

Insecure Aden awakens to Independence

IN 1839, when Britannia ruled the
Waves, Arab pirates were rash en-
ough to plunder an Indian freighter
which went aground, flying the Bri-
At
once a British force under Captain
Haines was despatched by the East
India Company, the port of Aden was
captured and added to the British
Empire and a treaty was made with
the Sultan of Lahej, the foremost

‘ruler of the hinterland.

“secondary standard vas

Thirty years later, when the Suez
Canal was opened, Aden’s import-
s=es as a codling-station suddenly
soared. Later, when oil was struck
around the Persian Gulf between the
World Wars, her importance as a
port became equalled by her military
value as a base to guard the oil-flow

S0 vital to the West’s economy and
efence,

Politician’s plan

.For Britain, Aden served as ser-
Vice-station and strong point along
the sea lanes of the Empire. Colonial
officers spent. years administrating
the colony and advising the sultans
of the inland tribes. Many were de-
voted to the Bedouin and their de-
sert chivalry, but resented the ap-
Pearance of the politically-conscious
town Arab intent op participating in
the twentieth century. Indeed their

oughts were so litfle turned to fu-
ture progress that the first school of

. : not opened
in Aden until 1936, when the ]gritiSh

had been there almost 100 years.

By 1958 Prime Min;
Macmillan had noted mtils;eﬂw}‘ﬁgoﬁ

change” that was rising in the Afri-
can continent and elsewhere. Arab
nationalism had recently received a
powerful boost from his predecessor,
Anthony Eden, through his ill-fated
attempt to “do a Captain Haines” on
Nasser over the Suez question. So
when Egypt formed a federal union
with Yemen, Macmillan commission-
ed his Colonial Secretary, Iennox
Boyd, to find a way of drawing  to-
gether the sultans of the Aden Pro-
tectorate  states into a federation,

3

By W. L. M. CONNER

This week Britain lowers her flag
on Aden and quits South Arabia. She
leaves behind her a torn land and an
insecure people. Two rival political
parties—the NLF and FLOSY—are
fighting it out as to who should con-
trol S. Arabia, now to be named the
“People’s Republic of South Yemen”.
William Conner, who knows well this
part of West Asia, gives the back-
ground of Aden’s present predica-
ment.—Ed.

backed by British military and fin-
ancial aid, which could eventually be-
come an independent state capable
of acting as a buffer between Aden
and the turbulent Yemen to the
north.

This was a logical, politician’s plan.
But it had one fatal flaw. It failed to
understand the nature and power of
nationalist feeling amongst the Arabs.

At this time a single mnationalist
political party existed in South Arabia.
This was the South Arabian League
headed by Mohammed Jifri, a mode-
rate man of high principle. The
League opposed the federal brain-
child of the British administration.
They held that the plan to fuse Bri-
tish-sponsored tribal chiefs with the
townsmen of Aden, whose hero was
Nasser, would prove unworkable.
The rulers would depend upon the
British presence, whereas the people
increasingly looked for indepen-
dence.

They paid for non-co-operation

For their non-co-operation - the
South Arabian League leaders were
promptly exiled by Sir William Luce,
the Governor of Aden, and the party
outlawed. Sultan Ali Abdel Karim,
the British-educated and progressive
young ruler of Lahej, who declined
to join the Federation, was deposed.

Duncan Sandys next took on the
job of trying to make the Federation
of South Arabia stick. There were
more defections by sultans, The
NLF and FLOSY, using terror as
their political weapon, arose in the
place of the banned SAL to oppose
the British.

When the Labour Government

came along, advised presumably by
the same civil servants, it did no bet-
ter than its Tory predecessor. Sir Ri-
chard Turnbull, a man with little
knowledge or liking for the Arabs,
was brought from a lifetime in Africa
to be High Commissioner of Aden
with orders to effect a hand-over to
an independent Arab government.

However, terrorism continued to in-'

crease.

George Thomson, Minister of State,
went to see Nasser about the dead-
lock. The “old school” at the Foreign
Office (“Arabs only respect strength”)
intervened and a few hours before
Thomson’s appointment with Nasser
the Chief Minister of Aden, Macka-
wee, was dismissed and martial law
proclaimed. Predictably, Nasser call-
ed off the talks.

Complete disintegration

Next, ex-ambassador Sir Humphrey
Trevelyan was persuaded to abandon
his City directorships and go out as
High Commissioner. But his cool
head and long experience could not
alter the course events were taking.
Russia and, even more, China, with
their embassies across the border in
Yemen, understood. the feelings of the
people and used them to heighten
terrorism and frustrate the efforts of
the United Nations.

Finally, this summer, the ricketty
Federation of South Arabia com-
pletely disintegrated: The Sultan
Cabinet Ministers fled to the safety
of their tribes; others went to Switz-
erland to bank their reserves. Since
then Her Majesty’s Government has
been struggling desperately to ‘find
some responsible body with whom to
deal.

No one who knows the records of
those to whom she will now hand over
the country can feel optimistic about
the survival of law and order in this
society where personal and tribal re-
venge is traditional. And how this
patched-up compromise will affect
the future of the newly expanded
British bases in Bahrein and Sharjah
is to be seen.
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Rich and poor prepare for Delhi

FROM PIERRE SPOERRI

PARIS

Next year’s World Conference for Trade and Development, which

will be opened in Delhi in the beginning of February, is already keeping
countless officials in the chancelleries of East and West hard at work.

The most important group of na-
tions at the Delhi conference and the
group which hopes to profit most
from it, is now commonly known as
the “Group of 77”. This group re-
presents the nations of Asia, Africa
and Latin America whose economies
are less developed than those of the
industrialised countries of the West.
The “Group of 77” has already been
very active in the framework of the
organisation called UNCTAD (Unit-
ed Nations Conference on Trade and
Development) which has its head-
quarter in Geneva. But for the first
time this fall, the developing coun-
tries had their own strategy session
in Algiers to plan for the forthcom-
ing Delhi conference. The delegates
reached an astonishing consensus in
their findings and suggestions for
action.

The figures brought forth at the
Algiers meeting spoke their own
grim language. The public debt of
97 developing countries has grown
from $10 billion to $45 billion in a
decade. If the volume and terms of
lending of money remain unchanged,
by the year 1975 practically all the

money given by the industrialised
countries for development aid will
flow back to them in form of repay-
ment of debts.

The average income per person
has gone up in the developed coun-
tries by $ 60, in the countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America by only
$2. The share of world trade of the
industrial countries has increased
from 68.4% in 1950 to 78.8% in
1966. The share of the developing
countries decreased correspondingly
during the same period from 31.6%
to 21.2%.

In Algiers, as in all the other con-
ferences where the gap between
richer and poorer countries has been
discussed, two main schools of
thought emerged amongst the dele-
gates. Onme group of men, amongst
them the host of the conference,
President Boumedienne, felt the
need of accusing “Europe and the
US” of “plundering the mnatural
wealth of the Third World”. The
advanced countries, Boumedienne
added, “are veritable octopi whose
tentacles are drawing even tighter
on the developing

Ek-minit !’

I Uy §

“Can’t you imagine, dear, all those woimen waiting outside
stores at this unearthly hour for the sale to start!”

world...” A La-
tin American dele-
gate attacked:

“We came here
because the haves
won’t let us into
the twentieth cen-
tul'y.”

But even Boum-
edienne’s Foreign
Minister, Abdel-
aziz Bouteflika,
realised that an
over-aggressive at-
titude would not
produce the neces-

continued on next
page
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The week in ASIA

\_

KATHMANDU — Japan wouldw
give a .long term > loan -of one
million . dollars to Nepal, former
Japanese Prime Minister Nobu-
suke Kishi said.” It would also
open a full-fledged Embassy in
Kathmandu by January next.

MOSCOW — Russia is building a
cold rolling mill in the Urals for

,India. The weight of the equip-

ment will exceed 15,000 tons and
the first section alone will produce
577,000 tons of steel sheets a year
— enough to produce a million
cars.

ADEN — After 129 years of
British presence here 4500 troops
pulled out in one of the dramatic
airlifts in the history of th
British services. -

PERING — China attacked
India’s public sector enterprises,
calling them a “big mountain
weighing down on the Indian
people’”. The public sector eco-
nomy had nothing to do with
Socialism and the question of its
being “progressive’” did not arise,
Peking Radio claimed.

RANGOON — West German
Chancellor Kiesinger and General
Ne Win of Burma said they were
convinced that general disarma-
ment was of prime importance
for world peace. To reduce un-
necessary barriers, development of
backward countries was vital,
they said.

MANILA — The Philippine Poll
Commission began a probe into
opposition charges that President
Marcos’ ruling party went on a
spending spree with public works
money to win the recent elections.

COLOMBO — Some  Indian film
producers and advertising agen-
cies, in league with some of their
Ceylonese counterparts, defrauded
the Indian and Ceylon Govern-
ments of several lakhs of rupees,
according to the. police.

JAKARTA — A Chinese woman
who threw away an Indonesian
flag and used its pole to support.
her roof was sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment.

. PENANG — Chinese and Malays

fought pitched battles using steel
pipes, daggers and bicycle chains
before Government imposed a
curfew. ' The riots started ‘as a
demonstration against the devalu-
ation of the old currency but socon
became a group clash as Chinese
distributed anti-Government pam-.
phiets.
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sary results and advised: co-operation:
rather than confrontation. He said in:
an interview after the Algiers Con-
ference that the poor had been much
more divided than the rich and that
for the poor countries the revolu-
tion. was an ideal but commerce a:
necessity. In his closing speech of
the Algiers conference he said that
the final resolutions were an “invi-
tation to the rich countries to brin
about their needed change of mind”.
“The industrialised countries,” he:
added, “should agree to carry through
at our side the' only battle' worth
fighting in this century, the daily
battle of our peoples against under-
development.” i

The “Charter of Algiers” which is
the result of the thorough delibera-
tions of the delegates of Africa,
Asia and Latin America, contains
some very practical proposals which
will be brought forth at the Delhi
conference next year. These pro-
posals include the stabilisation of
commodity prices to guarantee a
certain basic income to the develop-
Ing ~ countries; temporary preferen-
tial tariff advantages granted to
the developing countries in the mar-
kets of the industrialised continents;
a promise by the industrialised coun.
tries to provide by the year 1970 one
per cent of their national income for
the development of the Third World:
and several other points. ’

The Algiers proposals have been
received in all the Western capitals
w th great interest. In spite of a
growmg resistance in several West-
ern nations against more develop-
ment aid spending, the governments
have kept cool heads on this issue in
most of the countries, The indus-
trialiged nations will also have their
meet ng to prepare for the Delhi
Conference and theiy proposals have
not been made public so far. But
there are increasing numbers of peo-
ple in the developed countries which
- realise that' some of the failures of
development aid in the last yeats
were due to human failures in ‘both
giver and receiver and that no' plan,
however impressive it may look on
paper,. w1l work unless the human
material is made available which wi]l
put it into practice,
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Europe will have to export food

FROM PEeETER HINTZEN

THE HAGUE

Dr Sicco Mansholt, Vice-President of the Common Market

Executive Commission, has upset those people who believe that Europe, if she
gives substantial financial aid to developing countries, can pursue her narrow

interests undisturbed.

In a lecture in London, the agri-
cultural expert from Holland said that
in the year 2000 population growth
will have created a situation neces-

- sitating the exportation of vast quan-

tities of food from the industrial na-
tions to the developing countries. In
the developed countries there will be
per capita three times more agri-
cultural land available than in the
other countries. So, nations in Africa,
Asia and Latin America will have to
earn 35,000 million dollars in foreign
exchange to maintain themselves and
Western nations will have to produce
the necessary:food.

This means that Europe has to do
a lot more than just organise and
integrate her own productive capa-
city. Europe will have to look -ahead
and think and care for the needs of
other nations. If she is only concern-
ed about economic integration, she
will not leave room for imports of
industrial products from developing
countries by which they can earn
the necessary to survive. Already
European preoccupation with = her

own prosperity has created an un-
just situation. The outside tariffs of
the Common Market are often un-

fairly high for products that deve- -

loping countries can easily produce
and wish to sell to European cus-
tomers. Persian carpets, textiles,
jute fibres, coir-mats are hit by much
higher import duties than more so-
phisticated products like watches,
cameras and adding machines which
Western nations sell to their own
wealthy brethren.

Realistically, Europe should mas-
sively produce cheap agricultural
products, instead of spending mil-
lions on agricultural subsidies on
high cost production which are arti-
ficially kept going for political apd
election purposes. In 1970, for in-
stance, the Common Market will pay
as much as 1300 million dollars on
these subsidies, but only 800 million
on aid to developing nations.

To tackle problems looming, ahead
of us in the year 2000, Western na-
tions will have to adopt a completely
new approach.

One million new addicts in 1984

FroM  GorpoN WISE ‘
LONDON A sobering report entitled “Drug Addiction” has just been pub-

lished here by the Office of Health Econcmics (OHE).

In discussing various

drugs and attempting to define the word «“addiction”, the: OHE'says, ¢“Man
considers that his mind should rule his body and some of these drugs taken by

the body control the mind.”

The estimated number of “drug
misusers” in the United Kingdom is
1,089,400. This figure includes SOO,QOO
alcoholics. A recent questionnaire
sent out to a small sample of Oxford
students suggested that five hundred
students out of ten thousand were
smoking the drug cannabis (also
known as Indian hemp). In Eng-
land and Wales in 1965 there were
seventeen million prescriptions for

barbiturates  (sleeping pills and
sedatives). ;
Yet, in international terms, the

number of “hard-drug” addicts—on
heroin for example—~in Great Britain
is still a very small percentage of
the total population, It is the increase

in Britain in recent years that gives

cause
forecasts that in 1984 there will be
a million new addicts in that year

for concern. 'One expert

alone. ‘“Heroin addiction may well

become a serious threat to our society
)

and our economy,’

Countries such as India and the
United States however cannot derive
any self-satisfaction from these OHE
statistics. For whereas Britain’s pre-
sent number of hard-drug addicts
per million of the population is 25,
the comparable figure for India is
290, The figure for the USA is the
same. In India there are 420 cannabis
addicts per million people.

In analysing the reasons for the
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increase in drug-taking, - world-wide,
the OHE report says that in America,
for example, two types of opiate sub-
cultures have been identified. First-
ly, there are the urban slum dwell-
ing groups living in extreme poverty,
which are associated with the deve-
lopment of unstable family relation-
ships, broken homes, insecurity and
mistrust of law and order. In such
unfavourable situations the high
delinquency rate, the formation of

street gangs and the ready availabi-

lity of illegal drugs all add to in-
creased susceptibility. Secondly, there
are the “avant garde” and “beatnik”
groups who are not economically or
culturally deprived but who feel the

DOLLAR. STANDS FIRM

WASHINGTON—In spite of the
massive assault on the dollar, econo-
mists and authorities here predict
that speculators do not hold suffi-
cient dollar reserves to make exhaus-
tive purchases of US gold. They ex-
pect that the demand for gold will
fizzle out after two months, without
draining more than 200 million dol-
lars from the American stockpile of
12,900 million dollars. Despite
French denials that they were en-
‘gaged in any attempt to force deva-
luation of the dollar it is noted that
one third of the 10,000 million dol-
lar loss of American gold during the
last ten years has been a result of
French purchases. Though the Unit-
ed States is required by law to retain
10,000 million dollars in gold to co-
ver some 40,000 million dollars of
federal reserve currency the Federal

The week elsewhere

Independence celebrations have begnn.
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need to protest, to express resent-
ment against the existing society.

Prof. Francis Camps, Professor of
Forensic Medicine at London Uni-
versity, has spoken out aga'nst “per-
missives’” who misrepresent the police
in tackling drug-taking, and who
push for legalising the so-called
“soft drugs”. One of these, LSD, was
the most” dangerous of the lot, said
the Professor. - For LSD can cause
permanent psychological changes and
the users may produce thalidomide-
type deformed children.

Camps said that drug taking is
sheer selfishness. He said that basi-
cally the answer was a question of
self-discipline.

Reserve Board has discretionary
authority under the law to use all
the 10,000 million dollars if meces-
sary to meet any international mone-
tary emergency.

Meanwhile, in Frankfurt, the go-
vernors of seven central banks, mem-
bers of the “gold pool”, have announ-
ced that they hold enough gold to
safeguard the dollar and world cur-
rency arrangements.

FRANCE BACKS PEKING

'NEW YORK-France  has renewed
" her strong support for the admission

of Communist China to the United
Nations. Although urging against
admission in 1961, ’62 and ’63 when
the issue was first placed on the UN
Assembly agenda, France reversed
its position after recognising Peking
in 1964. This came as one of Presi-
dent de Gaulle’s first diplomatic
overtures to the Communist world.

Madagascar’s Ambassador Lou's
Rakotomalala challenged the justice
of expelling nationalist China in fa-
vour of the Communist regime when
Peking had never sought admission
to-the world body.

DISASTER IN PORTUGAL

LISBON—Over 250 were believed
drowned and many hundreds more
injured by flash floods which last
Sunday hit Lisbon and surrounding
areas. All road and rail traffic in
and out of the capital was cut off
and the number of casualties was ex-
pected to rise sharply.

. The week in INDIA-

NEW DELHI — The TUnion
Cabinet recommended the imposi-
tion of President’s rule in Har-
yana after considering the Gover-
npr’s report’ that repeated defec-
tions in the State Legislature had
paralysed administration.

CALCUTTA — The nine-month
old United Front Ministry was
dissolved by West :Bengal Gover-
nor, Mr Dharma Vira, after the
Bengal Chief Minister had refused
to summon ‘an early meeting of
the Assembly on Governor's ad-
vice to-test his Ministry’s strength.
The Governor has appointed Dr
P. C. Ghosh as the new Chief
Minister.

CHANDIGARH — Veteran Sikh
leader Master Tara Singh died of
a heart attack at the age of 82.
His last rites were performed in
the holy ecity of Amritsar.

CHANDIGARH — Punjab Chief
Minister Gurnam Singh tendered
his resignation to the Governor
when 17 legislators led by Mr
Lachman Singh Gill left the
governing United Front.

HYDERABAD — Panchayati Raj
has come to a standstill in Andhra
Pradesh for want of funds, ac-
cording to Minister T. Ramaswa-

my. Against the annual grants of -

Rs 34 crores to the Panchayat
Raj .institutions, establishment
charges and wages bill of school
teachers came to Rs 45 crores.

BOMBAY — Maharishi Mahesh
Yogi, founder of the ' Spiritual
Regeneration Movement Founda-
tion said transcendental niedita-
tion helps reduce the tensions of
daily life. On his jet travelling
he said: “The faster you travel,
the sooner you are able to spread
your message.”

PATNA — The world’s Ilargest
livestock fair opened at Sonepore.
the confluence of the Ganga and
the Gandak. It is the world's
only animal mart where elephants
are sold along with cows, bullocks,
buffaloes, horses, camels and
other livestock.

MADRAS -~ The devaluation of
the Ceylon rupee has aggravated
the unfavourable position in which
Indian tea has already been plac-
ed, according to the Southern
India Chamber of Commerce. ‘It
can only be offset by total aboli-
tion of export duty on tea.”

TER
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.Does advertising benefit the comnsumer ?

First prize to Prithviraj N. R., Bangalore 10.

“ADVERTISING is the art of educating
the consuming public, rousing their
curiosity, and finally prompting them
to purchase.” Scientific advertise-
‘ment as opposed to propaganda is
advantageous to consumers and
manufacturers. It is a link between
the producer and the ultimate con-
sumer. : :

1 ADVERTISING EDUCATES
THE CONSUMER: Even a wise

consumer cannot hope to know all:

about the great variety of goods. He
can have an idea of relative useful-
ness of the competing products if
properly advertised.

2 ADVERTISING PROMOTES
CONFIDENCE IN QUALITY OF
THE ADVERTISED PRODUCT: A
well-planned  advertising  cam-
paign appeals to natural instincts,
and induces the consumer to possess
the article. If he is satisfied, every
subsequent advertisement tends to
strengthen his convictions.

3 ADVERTISING WIDENS THE
MARKET: Publicity in newspapers
and magazines is more effective.
Newspapers reach every nook and
corner of the country. The media
of radio, cinema, placards, wallpost-
ers, etc. help to remind the consum-
ers constantly. Thus old customers
as well as new buyers are persuaded
to buy the products.

VIEWPOINT COMPETITION

# Should Parliament have a
summer session in Bangalore?

Closing date: December 8

#% Who is your man of the year
1967 and why?
Closing date: December 22

Prizes: Rs 25, Rs 18

Send entries of not more than 500 words
to Viewpoint, HIMMAT, First Floor,
294, Bazargate St., Bombay-1.
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4 ADVERTISING SIMPLIFIES
THE RETAIL TRADE: The con-
are familiar with brands,

sumers
trade ‘marks and prices of the goods.

Hence there is no need to convince
about the

the prospective buyer
quality of the product. Since bar-
gaining is unnecessary, much time
is saved. The retail dealer can stock
those goods likely to be in demand.
His expenses are reduced.

5 IT HELPS THE PRODUCERS
TO BUILD GOODWILL AND RE-

PUTATION: Barring a few black
sheep, a vast majority of advertisers
are honest.

6 IT LOWERS COST OF PRO-
DUCTION: Advertising increases
the demand for goods.

7 CONSUMERS GET GOODS
AT CHEAP RATES: As a result of
reduced cost of production, the goods
become cheap.

Consumers are the real masters and '

their satisfaction is essential for suc-
cess of an industry.

The purchasing power of the com-
munity is not static; so advertising
expenditure is not a waste. It widens

the markt?t.

A social illness
Second prize to Gordon Sheerian, Madras 4.

DR ArnorLp ToynBEE, the eminent
British historian, views advertising
as a social illness, a kind of cultural
cancer which is infecting Western
culture in an immoral manner. He
views it as an unnecessary evil in a
civilised world.

It is contradictory because it ap-
peals to the satisfaction of desire in-
stead of limiting it. Advertising
creates a desire for a product which
would otherwise be uninteresting to
a consumer. It not only stimulates
desire for a product but makes the
weaker section of the population wish
to acquire it by any means, legiti-
mate or otherwise. The vicious circle
continues and, all too soon, acquiring
the product gives the consumer a
status symbol. If the next door
neighbour has acquired a sophisti-
cated, well advertised washing ma-
chine, the wife cannot remain con-
tent until she acquires one, otherwise
in her circle of friends, her status
would go down.

How could advertising be con-
sidered beneficial to the consumer,
when it makes the consumer want
more and more of the various pro-
ducts so enchantingly advertised?
Advertising creates a desire for mate-
rial goods and engenders in the con-
sumer a pride of possession and the
pursuit of pleasure.

We become puppets on a string
pulled by the unseen hand of the
advertiser. The consumer is subcon-
sciously led to buy a product which
is in the film, radio or the newspapers.

In an affluent society advertising
may have a limited role to play, but
for a poor country like India, it is a
Machiavellian monster trying to
corrode our way of life and creating
desires which our economy cannot
sustain.

We are all looking forward with
gxl'leat expectations to a bumper crop

is year. After all these lean years,
the farmer can look forward to some
real surplus both in food and in cash.
But what part can advertising play in
this context? The evil in advertising
is manifest when the young farmer

comes to town with plenty of cash

to spend. It is true he invests in use-
ful items like transistors and sewing
machines but equally he spends on
many unnecessary things. :
The motivating force which has
subconsciously led him to make these
foolish purchases is advertising. He
has read in the newspapers or heard
on the radio the advertisements of
unethical products or useless gad-
gets. By and large much of his cash
is frittered away in these purchases.
Could one honestly say that adver-
tising benefits the consumer? ;
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“Russia is so hungry*’
says Svetlana

TWENTY LETTERS TO A
FRIEND, by Svetlana Alliluyeva,
Hutchinson of London; pp 246;

~price 30 sh.

Here is a book with hope for huma-
nity. That the daughter of Joseph
Stalin could emerge so free of bitter-
ness is astonishing; that she loved
her ‘father in spite of everything
shows the human spirit at its best.

Twenty Letters to a Friend, by
Svetlana Alliluyeva, was written in
1963, four years before she fled first
to India and eventually to America.
It is a personal memoir not only of
her father and her family, but also
of the leaders of Russia. They are
seen through the eyes of a woman
who likes people.

Svetlana Alliluyeva’s outstanding
characteristic is her warm-hearted-
ness. It is to be hoped that the hap-
hazard materialism of the West will
not destroy her spirit, which has sur-
vived and blossomed in the rocky
soil of the dialectical materialism of
the East. Will Svetlana find outside
the Iron Curtain that “New Man”
whom her mother had thought to
find in Josef Stalin? Svetlana attri-
butes her mother’s suicide to disillu-
sion when she discovered the truth
about her husband.

Her mother is pictured as a sensi-
tive, intelligent and idealistic revolu-
tionary, whose honest approach could
not live with the realities of Stalin’s
human nature. Perhaps Svetlana
idealises her, a little and romanticises
the memories of a six-year-old child.

On the other hand her affection
for her father endured beyond his
harsh treatment of her.  Although
she constantly blames Beria for Sta-
lin’s callousness towards his, relatives
" and old comrades, I think she is un-
consciously seeking to excuse one who
loved her and whom she loved. She
says Stalin turned against people
when told by Beria that they had
“confessed” to various crimes, but
that Stalin didn’t realise that people
could be made to confess to any-
thing in the cellars of the secret. po-
lice. This I find hard to believe.
Stalin got to the top because he was
as ruthless as the next man, and
Svetlana herself tells of his sadistic
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baiting of his son, Yakov, who tried

to shoot himself and failed. W

Yakov, says his half-sister, had a
“scrupulous, honourable, incorrup- -
tible approach to life”. Was it these
qualities which touched his father’s
conscience on the raw and made his
behaviour so hateful? Stalin’s mother
had wanted him to become a priest.
Perhaps she knew he had a con-
science.

Yet one cannot help feeling sorry
for the lonely man who was supreme
head of a powerful country, idolised
and feared by millions all over the
world, but who did not even have a
doctor when he was old and ill, be-
cause the only one he trusted was
in prison. .

It was Stalin’s mother’s sturdy
faith that helped her grand-daughter
to a belief in God. “How could I
have stood by her grave, so peaceful
and still, thinking about her life,
without my thoughts turning to God,
in whom she believed so devoutly?”
This faith has developed interesting
attitudes in her. “We are all respon-
sible for everything that happened,”
she writes after explaining that she
has not the right to criticise the motes
in other people’s eyes, knowing the

beam in her own. This is an idea
that might bear much fruit if it were
taken seriously in countries other
than Russia too. ,

“Russia,” she writes in her intro-
duction, “is so hungry for a word of
wisdom and longs for new words
and deeds.” And Russia has been
done a service by this honest and
humble book which portrays people
who are at the same time lovable and

. hate-filled, kind and callous, true and

false. And in the last letter comes
the certainty, “The Good always
wins out. The Good triumphs over
everything, though it frequently hap-
pens too late—mot before the very
best people have perished unjustly,
senselessly, without rhyme or reason.”

Svetlana Alliluyeva may just be
in time.

S. W.

NEXT WEEK: We review a bio-
graphy of Mrs Vijayalaxmi Pandit
—“A Lamp For India”.

Danh Dong outwits
the Viet Cong

FROM A SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT IN SAIGON

HIS FATHER had been a mild, in-
offensive farmer, but the Commun-
ists killed him. Now the 14-year-old
Vietnamese boy, Danh Dong, has
started his own business with reward
money he received for turning in a
submachine gun he took from the
Viet Cong. In the Mekong Delta 200
kilometres south-west of Saigon, he
is operating his own water taxi ser-
vice, using a motorboat he also “libe-
rated” from the enemy.

Dong and his father and mother,
Khmer peasants of Cambodian des-
cent, had been wresting a poor liv-
ing from rented land in a Viet Cong-
occupied area of Kien Giang pro-
vince. No one knows why Dong’s
father was singled out for liquidation
but they killed him one night to
spread terror and thus make it easier
to control the people.

continued on' next page

At the filler of the outboard motorboat

he “liberated” from the Communist,

Danh Dong acts as chauffeur for the

District Chief Kien Tan, Major Pham
Van Chinh,

13
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No reply to
my letter yet!
Has it gone

astray ?

; . addressed

Millions of letters are posted every

day but many are not properly

addressed. A little care in writing the

address goes a long way ‘in speeding

up the mail and taking letters to your

dear ones expeditiously. 'When you’
address your letter ‘fully ‘and clearly,

as below, you assure, that it will reach
the addressee quickly. ‘Remember
to add the zone number too.

Shri A.P.'Malhotra,
Architect,

20-C, Green Park,
NEW DELHI-16.

Was it
properly

?

i
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DANH DONG—from page 13

Dong and his mother fled to the
Government-held village of Mong
Tho in Kien Tan district. In Febru-
ary 1967 Dong found work with
formerly landless settlers who had
been given land and government
assistance to build the Tan Loi “New
Life Hamlet”.

For three months Dong worked in
Tan Loi, and as he did he began to
acquire a sense of pride in being a
citizen of the Republic of Vietnam.

When his job ended at the Tan
Loi hamlet, Dong heard there was
work in Kien Tan district near the
end of Canal Eight. It was a con-
tested area, garrisoned neither by
the Viet Cong nor the Goyernment,
but irregularly patrolled by -both.
Dong left his mother in Mong Tho
where she would be safe. He made
his way to the end of Canal Eight,
and there he got a job as buffalo boy
tending a hamlet’s herds. For a few
piasters he rented a room in a pri-
vate liouse; the room was unused at
the time because the owner, a Viet
Cong squad leader, was away fight-
ing with his guerrilla unit.

One night a motorised sampan
full of Viet Cong guerrillas tied up
in the canal near the hamlet. Among
them was the VC squad leader whose
room Dong was using. The burly
guerrilla motioned for Dong to stay
put, and went into another room. But
he left his M-3 submachine gun and
two loaded clips of ammunition in
the room where Dong lay sleepless.

As he lay there 'Dong eyed the
weapon propped in the corner, dimly
lit by glowing coals from the kitchen
fire. At 2 am Dong crept from his
bedroll, snatched the gun and slipped
out of the house. Along the canal
bank he spotted the Viet Cong sam-

pan. He pushed it 100 metres down

the canal, then 'started the outboard
motor.

Unfamiliar with the canal system,
Dong was lost by sunrise. ‘He ran
out of petrol, and found himself in
a Viet Cong-infested part of Kien
An district. He had no money, but
on showing his submachine gun and
telling his tale to a sympathetic
merchant he was given enough ‘gas
to resume his journey.

Thirteen hours after fleeing the
hamlet at Canal Eight, Dong reached

P

continued on -next-page
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- Institute, near Tokyo.

How to raise rice production
five=-fold —Japanese expert

“UsiNG oNE PART of the Japanese
cultivation. method only is like drink-
ing sake and calling it the whole
Japanese way of lifel” The two ex-
perts were at pains to expiain to
HiMMAT’s correspondent that suc-

cessful application of Japanese rice- -

growing me-
thods required
a careful com-
bination of se-
veral essential
factors.

The two ex-
perts were Mr
Sueji Ota and
Mr B. B. Patil,
project leader

Project leader and farm man-

Mr Sueji Ota ager

tively of the
Indo-Japanese Agricultural Demon-
stration Farm at Khopoli on the
Bombay-Poona road.

Mr Ota; 55, has spent 30 years in
the government agriculture service
of his country. Till he came to In-
dia two-and-a-half years ago he was
Director of an Agriculture Training
His wife is
with him in Khopoli; their . three
children in college in Japan.

“I enjoy working on the land my-
self,” says Ota. “In Japan I was
always . working with my students.
Here I'm concerned with ‘planning,
and receiving guests.” }

Weak as a youth, Ota took up agri-
culture for his health. “Farm labour
makes men healthy, holy and happy,”
he says with a chuckle.

Indians learn Japanese methods

The idea behind the Demonstra-
tion Farm is simple. Japanese rice
cultivators produce about 2000 kilo-
grams per acre. The Indian average
is 550 kilos per acre. Japanese plots,
like Indian, are small. So to demon-
strate Japanese methods to Indian
‘farmers, demonstration farms ha e
been set up in eight States.. The
Japanese Government provides pro-
ject leaders, technicians and ma-
chinery.

During his first year at Khopoli,
Ota tried out different varieties of
rice and studied the soil conditions,
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respec- -

His aim was to. find the method of
rice-growing best suited to the area.
He explained how maximum results
depend on care being given to each of
three factors: soil conditions, varie
of seed, and cultivation methods e.g.
fertilisers, irrigation, plant protection.
In India, he feels, not enough at-

- tention is yet paid to the most basic

point of all—correct preparation of
the soil. Paddy fields at Khopoli
were too shallow; heavy rains carried
off the fertile top soil. Ota and Patil
enlarged and deepened ' the fields,
which had to be not just roughly
level, but “table-top flat”. Then they
constructed systematic drainage and
irrigation channels, applied manure,
fertilisers and weed and pest control

“techniques.

The result,
using new va-
rieties of rice
like Taichung
Native-1 and
Formosa-S3, is
that this sum-
mer’s yield of
transplanted rice
was 3097 kilos
per acre—more
-than five times
the local aver-
age of 600 kilos
per acre.

Are. local farmers fakz'ng up these
methods? .
“So far only some farmers follow

Farm manager
Mr B. B. Patil

all our methods. Others follow some

points,” said Patil. :
Why don’t they all follow these more
productive methods immediately?

“First, lack of money—capital is
needed to level land, make irrigation
channels and ‘'so on,” said Ota.

“Second, lack of fertilisers. These
are not always available in sufficient
quantities at the right time.

“Third, lack of knowledge. Even
though the Government supplies
high-yield varieties, farmers don’t
get the best from them because they
don’t know enough about their weak
points. For instance they are sus-
ceptible to diseases like bacterial
blight.”

Can your methods be  applied suc-
cessfully anywhere?

“Yes, provided the basic principles

1A
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TR

are followed. There is no set rule.
You have to adapt to conditions on
each farm and even each field. Even
using the old varieties or rice we can
raise production.”

Patil and Ota pointed out that In-
dian rice varieties were among the
world’s best for quality of taste. But
for raising production they were in-
ferior to coarser forei strains.
Quality had to be sacrificed for quan-
tity.

What single factor can do most to
increase production?

“Irrigation,” replied Patil, a gra-
duate of Poona Agriculture College.
“With an assured water supply all
the other inputs can easily be used.”

“Some foreigners say Indians will
never work,” said Ota. - “But that
is not my observation. Farmers here
are not so different from in Japan.
If a farmer can get enough profit,
he'll work from early morning till
late at night. There is enough know-
ledge in this country—if applied—
easily to increase production.”

A. de L. F.

DANH DO NG—from page 14

Government-held Tan Hiep. He went
to the headquarters of the district
chief, Major Pham Van Chinh, who
accepted the VC weapon from Dong,
told him the sampan he had captur-
ed was now his own, and arranged
to give Dong a handsome reward in
cash.

Major Chinh also hired Dong and
his new boat on the spot for his offi-
cial transportation. From this begin-
ning Dong branched out, and now
is a favourite water taxi operator for
the people of Tan Hiep.

AIRMAIL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

The following increases in airmail
subscriptions are announced, due to
devaluation::

U.K. from £3.5.0 to £3.15.0
Denmark from £5.0.0 to £6.0.0
New Zealand from £5.15.0 to £6.15.0
Ireland from £4.0.0 to £4.15.0
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we three kings of orient are

bearing gifts we traverse afar
christmas boeing, homeward going |
following yonder star

:Children_’s Christmas Special

December 1967 —danuary1968
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“Up the down

staircase”’

EROS, BOMBAY

DIRECTOR  Robert Mulligan has
taken what could have been a dreary
social study and \
exploded it into a
raw and boisterous
story of real life.
With little help .
from big-name 5
stars or spectacular settings he has
reminded us _of the power of good
documentary film making.
The camera follows

fledgling

The first mistake the young teacher

(Sandy Dennis) made was to walk into

her new school. The second was to fall
in love with it.

schoolteacher Sylvia Barrett (Aca-
demy Award winner Sandy Dennis)
along the back streets of Harlem to
her first classroom job. The rough
world of uncontrollable kids proves
a more disturbing academic challenge
than she had expected.

Fortunately, newcomer Barrett
doesn’t heed the sour advice of the
old stagers and sets about trying ‘to
get through’ to her students. While

herd, Sylvia Barrett ventures up the
down staircase. In the end, despite
red tape and sneers, she succeeds.
But not before a suicide and other
tragedies nearly force her to give up.

The story needs more pace and I
expected Sandy Dennis to bring more
light and shade into her portrayal of
the helpless young teacher who prov-
es not so helpless. But the student
actors—hand-picked amateurs from
New York schools—add an authen-
ticity which saves this Warner
Bros film from studio unreality.

The success of author Bel Kauf-
man, herself a teacher, underlines
how little the exciting world of edu-
cation is explored by writers and
film makers. And yet nothing is
nmore sure to shape tomorrow.

“Hondo and the
Apaches”

METRO, BOMBAY
TAKE ONE lean he-man who can

~ fire a rifle from the hip with one hand,

and a  faithful
horse who never
falters (except un-
der director’s or-
ders), a Marshal
and two = dozen
Beverley Hills “Indians’’, stir in a re-

negade wanted for murder and a |

charming backwoods matron in dis-
tress, add a pinch of salt and you
have the sure-fire recipe for a Holly-
wood western.

Hondo Lane (Ralph Taeger), des-
cribed as ‘“half panther and half Apa-
che”, has been pardoned for murder
on condition he will negotiate a peace
with Apache Chief Vittoro (Michael
Pate) on behalf of the Government.
Vittoro happens to be the father of
the Indian girl whom Hondo married.

Ambushed by Apaches, Hondo is
saved from a gruesome death by the
sudden appearance of father-in-law
Vittoro whose ‘ughs” and ‘“hows”
calm the bloodthirsty braves. Vittoro
agrees to meet the local Cavalry colo-
nel for a pow-wow. He keeps his word
but not before a rebel gang of his
younger scalpers put a few more
notches on their tomahawks.

Fortunately, westerns don’t re-
quire much in the way of script or
actors. Because of this you will prob-
ably enjoy “Hondo” as much as T did.

& ¥ *

AND DON'T MISS the supporting
“Poet’s Journey”. It is a superb 25-
minute documentary on Senegal and

LEFT: Hondo (Ralpt Taeger) comes
out on top.

President Senghor’s visit to the Unit-
ed States. Rarely have I enjoyed the
colour, photogra- .
phy and commen-
tary of a film as
I did this one.
Senegal’s poet-
President provides ===

an interesting study, and snatches of
his poetry provide haunting descrip-
tions of the people and landscape of
this West African nation.

SCREENER
= ' S
anew
scientific
formula

Nishak

MEDICATED EAR DROPS

o DISSOLVES WAX
« KILLS INFECTIONS
« ENDS PAIN

« IMPROVES HEARING

iR

¥ =TT

Removing hard wax with
crude instruments is dan-
gerous. Nishak Ear Drops
are scientifically formula-
ted to combat infections,
pain and fungus embedded
in wax thus improve hear-
ing power.

Price Rs. 2.90

Plus Local taxes.

HARMLESS & GENTLE, FOR
REGULAR USE 5

COCHIN-PAM

PRIVATE LIMITED .
_ BOMBAY 26 = COGHIN 2. |
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Can 'Patljameljtary life be ordered with dignity?

~ By DURGA DASS KHANNA, Chairman, Punjab Legislative Council

My spontaneous answer to the ques-
tion posed in the heading would be
largely in the negative. First because
- different people haye different no-
tions of what constitutes dignity and
the lack of it. Secondly, in the con-
text of the extreme revolutionary or
counter-revolutionary concepts which
have influenced men, it seems more
rational to exclude the possibility of
‘making the human mind work to
order.

I have come across a leader of re-
nown who sacrificed in the cause of
freedom. He was pleased to suggest
that being a Chairman of the Legis-
lative Council I should cease to think
in terms of dignity and decorum of
the House. If this view were to
p{'evail, it is bound to lead to great
disorder in the House and land the
Presiding Officer also in a most em-
barrassing situation. If quite a num-
ber of Members of a House begin to
make all kinds of allegations against
persons in high authority whether
holding ministerial offices or not, and
the Presiding Officer is of the opinion
that there is no occasion to make
the same, then according to the view
referred to above, a Presiding Officer
would be left with no option but to
watch helplessly Members conduct-
ing themselves in any manner they
like, If it is going to be like that, I
wonder why any House should have
a Presiding Officer at alll

Unscrupulous men

There is yet another difficulty, A
class of people devoted to certain po-
litical and soecial ideologies has ex-
ploited  parliamentary
with the object of mounting to poli-
tical power and then suppressing
them completely. The more liberal
a parliamentary constitution in g
country is, the more it is liable to be .
used by unscrupulous men. The way
Hitler used the famous Weimar Con-
stitution to go up he ladder of poli-
cal power in his country and then
smother it completely, is well known,
A somewhat similar phenomenon
took place in some States of Eastern
Europe. This process is in full swing
in at least one of the States of our
own country at present.
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institutions -

All the same, it would be possible

to help relate parliamentary life
with some dignity if:

1 There is a politically conscious
electorate determined to return
only such people to parliamen-
tary institutions as they have
faith in and as may be depended
upon for primary loyalties to
their respective parties;

2 Political parties, whatever their
ideologies, policies or program-
mes also do their duty and put
up candidates at the time of
elections who are not only edu-
cated and experienced in the af-
fairs of the country and their
constituencies but are also
gentlemen of known integrity,
reputation and scruples;

3 Well-established  parliamentary
conventions are not wantonly
flouted either within or without
Legislatures and there is a vigi-
lant public opinion fostered by
the Press to censure mercilessly
and look down upon malprac-
tices and undignified behaviour
of the members;

4 All Houses of Legislature adopt
and enforce a minimum Code of
Conduct for their members;

5 Procedure of recall of members
or their dismemberment in ex-
treme- cases is provided for by

law;
6 Presiding Officers conduct the
proceedings of their Houses

-with strict impartiality, dignity
and decorum; and

7 Executive Government does not
interfere in the working of par-
liamentary institutions in any
shape or form.

I am proud to say that so far as

the Punjab Vidhan Parishad (Legis- -

lative Council) is concerned, there
has never been any serious problem
of conducting its proceedings with
due dignity and decorum. The level
of debate is also generally of a very
high order and the scanning of all
legislative measures most searching
and profitable. It is a matter of tri-
bute to the calibre of honourable
Members of this House that when-

ever any Bill is sent back to the Lo-
wer House with however far-reaching
amendments and modifications, the
same has been always accepted so far
without changing even a comma.

As a Presiding Officer, though I
have not severed my connection with
the Party which sponsored me into
this Chair, on all crucial questions
which crop up in the House, I try
Fo rule on the merits of the case
urespective of the party or individual
raising it. The result has been that
eéven on matters in which the Gov-
ernment of the day takes a stand
mconsistent with well-settled parlia-
rn'ent.ary conventions or against the
dlgmty of the House, all sections of
the House have stood together and
helped me to maintain the prestige
of the House as a whole, I might
add that we are the only House or
Legislature in the country which has
adopted a Code of Conduct for our
Members and with the exception of
the Parliament we are the only
House which has a High Level Com-
mittee which probes into the work-
ing of public undertakings.

MAN OF THE YEAR
Who is your Man of the

Year? Himmat wants to
know.

Write your selection (Indian
ot foreign) on a post card and
mail it to teach by December 22:

Man of the Year,
HIMMAT Weekly,
294 Bazargate St.,
Bombay 1.

Readers’ preferences along
with HIMMAT’s own selection
will be published on December

29.

Hivivat, December 1, ‘1967
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PALESTINE—from page 6

no right whatsoever to dispose of
Palestine and the Palestinians; that
the “existing non-Jewish communities
in Palestine” constituted ninety per
cent of the entire population; and that
the declaration accorded this ninety
per cent civil and religious rights but
no political rights. All this was done
against the background of the prin-
ciple of political self-determination,
enunciated by Woodrow Wilson and
accepted by Britain and her war-
time allies.

The period between the end of the
First World War and the beginning
of the Second saw Arab resistance
ruthlessly crushed by the British, who
held the country as a Class-A man-
date on behalf of the League of Na-
tions. Instead of giving the country
political tutelage toward self-govern-
ment, the British, in league with
Zionism, opened the country to
Jewish immigration, jailed or banish-
ed Arab leadership, and proceeded to
“place the country under economic
and political conditions which will
facilitate the creation of the national
home for the Jewish people”.

The rise of Hitler and his diaboli-
cal pogroms against Jews and mnon-
]e.Ws increased the pressure for im-
migration to Palestine. The exigen-
cies of the Second World War placed
a lid on almost all political activity
in Palestine. The War, too, saw the
transfer of the centre of Zionist acti-
vity from the Continent to the United
States. It also saw a radical shift in
Zionist tactics. They no longer sought
co-operation with the Palestine Arabs,
but lobbied for reconstituting Pal-
estine into a Jewish State.

Problem transferred

At the end of the War, Britain,
exhausted both physically and mor-
ally, abandoned the mandate over
Palestine and threw the whole prob-

« lem into the lap of the newly cre-

ated United Nations. It proceeded to
recommend the partition of Palestine
in a manner designed to rob the
Palestine Arabs of their land, pro-
perty, and homes in order to rehabi-
litate the victims of European fana-
ticism, and more particularly the
victims of Hitler’s diabolical racism.
In 1947, when the partition was rail-
roaded through the United Nations,
the Arabs formed 66 per cent of the
L
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population and the Zionists 33 per
cent. Nevertheless, the United Na-
tions allotted to the Arabs 43 per cent
of the land-and to the Zionists 57 per
cent.

That the victims of European fan-
aticism should be redressed is ele-
mentary and should be done, though
not at the expense of a people who
had nothing to do with those Euro-
pean crimes. And herein lies the real
issue:  dispossessing the Palestine
Arabs in order to rehabilitate the
victims of European crimes.

Indeed, the Zionists may succeed in
carving an empire from the Euph-
rates to the Nile, but anti-Semitism
will continue to plague them. Anti-
Semitism can be made to disappear
only when Zionists repair to the
teachings of Judaism itself: “To do
justly, to love mercy, and to live

humbly with Thy God.”

Pope Paul on India

In the new book ‘“Dialogues avec
Paul 1IV”, author Jean Guitton
quotes Pope Paul as follows :

“THE JjoUrRNEY to India has been for
me the opening up of an unknown
world. I saw, like in the Apocalypse,
an endless multitude giving an enor-
mous welcome. In those thousands
of faces I read something stronger
than curiosity, an unexpected feeling
of brotherhood. India is a spiritual
land. They have by nature an under-
standing of the Christian virtues. I
said to myself that if one day there
could be a country where the Beati-
tudes would be lived, not only by an
elite, but by the whole immense mass
of the people, that country is India.
Who, more than the Indians, under-
stend in their hearts ‘“The Poor in
Spirit’? What is more Hindu than
“meekness”, so widespread there that
you read it in their facesP—in their
movements and in their conversa-
tion? What is closer to the spirit of
India than peace, mercy, purity of
heart, or the faithful self-sacrifice
they make in the pursuit of good-
ness? We cannot imagine what would
happen if all this potential power,
all that exists in their heart, and, I
repeat, in their aspirations, in the
great qualities of this people, were
suddenly to appear-in the full light
of day.”

This India

NO HUMBUG

THE OTHER MORNING I visited
with friends from India and some
other countries the homes of five
workers in the heart and heat of
Bombay. They work in a metal fac-
tory, and were from Muslim, Hindu
and Catholic backgrounds.

Moving through winding, twisting
lanes and alleys overcrowded with
people, led through dark, uneven pas-
sages and stairs, we squeezed into
small rooms where up to twenty peo-
ple stay. Each place was beautifully
clean, brightly polished brass vessels
lining the shelves in a row, and pic-
tures of gods and goddesses hanging
on the walls.

In one street 10,000 people lived.
Most of them were uneducated, wo-
men rarely went out of their homes,
and every family had seen and suf-
fered misfortune and death. Their
hearts were big, their welcome warm
and their interest in the world keen
and alive. Their simplicity and
soundness was expressed in the philo-
sophy that the real battle in India is
between good and bad. “We are
really interested in changing India,”
some said, nodding their heads
vigorously.

A T2-year-old Muslim lady lives in
a room (8 x 8). Many of her
family of 18, including sons, daugh-
ters-in-law, daughters, grandchildren,
sleep on the pavement outside. She
says she has not left her building for
years. Her arms resting meaningful-
ly on her hips, she exclaimed, “I
know everything that happens in this
house. My word is law. KEveryone
here must obey me.”

When a German lady related her
experience of her apology to her
mother for her bitterness towards
her, the old lady’s retort was im-
mediate : “Please explain the full im-
plications of this to my sons.” The
three sons grinned knowingly and
remarked that they had never known
their mother to say sorry.

These people are the real India,
minug cynicism and humbug, with
their hopes, longings, dreams and
prayers that must be fulfilled.

feogo Cornicy
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National game?

NOT infrequently Indian sportsmen
at home or abroad are asked by other
nationals: “What is your national
sport?”’” 'The answers they get are
neither uniform nor convincing, be-
cause we have yet to decide the point.

We would like hockey to be our
national game because that has
brought us the world championship.
Football, on the other hand, is far
more popular. Cricket attracts a vast
following when we engage in inter-
national matches. But these games
are comparatively recent importa-
tions and so are apt to face the same
opposition as KEnglish for a national
language. And their sphere of influ-
ence is limited. :

Of indigenous games wrestling
(Indian style) has a strong claim be-
cause it has been popular from time
Immemorial and is fairly well-spread
in the country. With the more sophis-
_ticated and. competitively useful
international style steadily making
leeway, the home product is losing
ground. Still, wrestling in its broad-
est sense can fill the bill as our na-
tional sport.

An alternative would be athletics,
which can compete with wrestling
both in tradition and wide participa-
tion, has the advantage of being a
pastime in which there is no risk of
personal injury, and needs no oppo-
nent for routine exercise and train-
ing.

. Whatever game it is, the naming of
one as India’s national sport will be
welcome. Perhaps the august All-
India Council of Sports, when it can
spare some time from its preoccupa-
tion with awards and grants, will
bring to bear its wisdom and experi-
ence to pick India’s national sport
and give it the importance and back-
ing it deserves.

Athletes neglected

THE Indian Olympic Association
having set the qualifying mark high
for selection of athletes for next
year’s Olympic Games in Mexico,
every candidate is straining his ut-
most this season to make the grade.
Official encouragement, however, does
not seem to be keeping pace with
their efforts, judging from the sad
tale from Karnal (Haryana) where
the All-India Inter-zone meet was
held recently. Neither the president
nor the secretary of the Athletic Fe-
deration was present to see the Asian
champions and Olympic hopefuls per-
form. _
Kripal Singh who beat the national
marks for 5000 & 10,000 metres and
Praveen Kumar who hurled the dis-
cus to a record distance could not
have been happy over the neglect;
and it is not surprising that our
champion Bhim Singh was content
with just winning the high jump.
One does hope that greater interest
will be taken by officials in this sport.

Salute to Hunte

THOUGH the West Indies are the
only cricket team against whom India
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have yet to score a Test victory, ne
visiting hand of sportsmen are more
popular in this country than the
Caribbeans. In the hallowed circle of
their greats, well-known and well-res-
pected here is Conrad Hunte, who is
fresh in the minds of millions as the
only visiting batsman to score a cen-
tury when the West Indies toured
India at the end of last year.

Even if he was not a tall scorer,
Hunte’s was the most coveted wicket
in the last nine years because as
opener he invariably laid the founda-
tion for a solid innings ever since he
made his Test debut in 1958 with a
splendid 142 against Pakistan at
Bridgetown. He went on with a per-
sonal 260 to share a second-wicket re-
cord of 446 with ' Gary Sobers in his
third match in which Sobers set the
individual Test record of 365 not out.
Wwith him at one end his team-mates
considered themselves free to go for
the bowling regardless of risks.

Hunte’s abrupt retirement, there-
fore, comes as a shock to his innume-
rable admirers in India, especially
when he had shown peak form in the
recent series, won by the tourists 2-0.
As vice-captain to Sobers, Hunte had
been an excellent public relations offi-
cer to the world champion team—
ever approachable and always help-
ful.
His withdrawal from big cricket,
pecause of an injured knee, will set
West Indies a serious problem of find-
ing a reliable opener. However, cric-
ket’s loss will be Moral Re-Arma-
ment’s gain, as Mr Hunte (35) in-
tends to devote his full time to the
movement. Sporting India wishes
him all success.

A bad start

THE Indian cricket team, who had
suffered badly tarough injuries dur-
ing the summer tour of England, ap-
pear to have got off on the wrong
foot again in |Australia. Skipper
Pataudi sustained a painful torn
hamstring muscle in the opening
first-class match and is out of the
game for some days. This may be a
serious blow to the tourists who
greatly need his leadership, batting
and fielding to keep up their morale,
particularly after the inauspicious
start against West Australia at Perth
where neither the bowling nor the
batting came up to expectations.

Here’'s wishing Pat and the team a
speedy recovery.

e topscorer

HymMAT. December 1, 1967
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This was a Life

SIR FRANK WORRELL

1924—1967

IN 1960 the newly-appointed Cap-
tain of the West Indies Cricket
Team summoned his team mates.
He told them that they were great
players but they were individua-

' lists. To win and play well they

needed teamwork. The now fam-
ous 1960-61 series with Australia,
which included the famous tie at
Brisbane, raised cricket to such
heights that the press reported,
“Cricket has been reborn.”

Captaining the side against Eng-
land in 1963, he stated clearly that
their purpose was not merely to
win but to be re-invited to play
before the mnext scheduled 1970
tour. They won the rubber 3-1
and also returned to play and win
again in 1966.

Sir Frank Worrell was born on
August 1, 1924, and was an out-
standing player from boyhood. He
was never coached and rarely
practised, but yet was a leading
figure in the remarkable upsurge
of Barbadian cricket in the 1940’s.
Chosen to play for Barbados at
18, while still at .school, he estab-
lished himself as a batsman, al-
though known earlier for bowling.
Next year he established a world
record for a fourth wicket stand
by making 308 not out in an un-
finished partnership of 502 with
Goddard. He broke this record
two years later with an unbroken
574 against Trinidad, with Walcott.

It was from Jamaica and not
Barbados that he earned his test
place against England. - His suc-
cess led him to be a league profes-
sional.

When the West Indies won the
first test against England in 1950,
Worrell headed the batting aver-
ages (89.83). He participated in
all test matches of the 1950’s ex-
cept for their tour of India in
1958.

On retirement from cricket he
was appointed as Warden of the
West Indies University and was
made a Senator. In 1964 he was
knighted. ‘

In 51 test matches, this remark-
able man scored 3860 runs at an
average of 49.48 and took 69
wickets at 38.37.

His early death in 1967 of
leukemia deprived the world of a
great cricketer and a great gent-
leman,

V.X. J

Hpvmar, Deoember 1, 1967
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DEVALUATION DISAPPOINTS

IN the case of the devaluation of the
rupee, there is little doubt that it has
not returned the expected dividend.
The anticipated fillip to our exports
which it was expected | to provide has
not yet materialised—while, in some
cases, exports have® actually declined.
This is because no resolute attempt
has been made to cure the nation’s eco-
nomy of the ills which plague it. The
British, who turned to devaluation only
as a last resort, may yet demonstrate
in an all-out patriotic effort that with
firmness and the determination to make
sacrifices, devaluation can deliver the
goods.

T. S. PRASAD, Mysore

INDIA’S ADDITIONAL
BURDEN

OUR NEWSPAPERS CARRY conflict-
ing reports regarding the possible na-
tionalisation of general insurance in
India. I hope for India’s sake that this
project will be indefinitedly postponed.

I happen to have had many contacts
with Government-owned insurance in-
stitutions, as well as private insurance.
Although one cannoet help admiring, in
many cases, the skill and devotion of
the officials concerned, I am deeply con-
vinced that mnationalised insurance is
essentially a question of taking risks.
Government Officials are, very mnatu-
rally, trained not to take risks.

The consequence of this is that insu-
rance by Government bodies is slow,
inefficient and costly. The published ac-
counts a few years ago of one such
body, in a country with which I am

familiar, can be summarised: as fol-
lows:—
Claims paid -— 409% of premiums.
Expenses — 159, of premiums.
Profits — 459, of premiums.

Whatever this is, it is not insurance as
the world knows it. Why should India,
which has enough burdens, have to car-
ry this additional one, affecting every
industry and business and many indivi-
duals ?

I write as one with over 40 years’ ex-
perience of insurance and as one who
knows and loves India.

Incidentally, in the type of insurance
with which I am engaged I do not stand
to lose in business by nationalisation of
general insurance.

N, F. LEDWITH, London, UK

OPEN OR BLACK MARKET?

ON ONE HAND the sugar quota of
card-holders is being reduced from 700
grams to 500 grams, and on the other
hand the Central Government has re-
leased 100,000 tons of sugar for the
open market. Thus the card-holders are
forced to buy their requirements of
sugar from the open market only.

° At present the controlled price of
sugar is Rs 1.50 per kg. If the press
reports are correct the price of sugar
in the open market will be between Rs
5 to Rs 5.50 per kg, in which case the

{etters A

Central Government has permitted
sugar to be sold at 200 per cent profit.
Nobody except the common people will
be hit hard by the above plan of sugar
decontrol.

It will be appreciated if those who
urge others to hold the price-line prac-
tise the same sincerely.

K. RAMASWAMY, Bombay 25

EXPANSIONIST AIMS

THE RECENT CONFLICT in the Mid-
dle East proved again that the Soviet
Union and international Communism
are trying to exploit the situation for
their own gain. They are influencing
many circles in the area. Their dream
of getting near the warm seas is being
nearly fulfilled. The Israeli-Arab con-
flict has provided good means of getting
nearer to this goal, which was aimed at
even by old Tzarist Russia. This con-
flict must be ended before matters get
worse. The Arabs have shown some
willingness. Israel is more adamant.
It is important that all understand that
if they seek mere gains, these gains
would be effaced by Communist tyranny.

How could the free world also accept
and tolerate the fact that the Soviet
Navy is now parading back and forth
in the Mediterranean Sea, close to places
which for centuries have been protected
from Russian -expansionism ?

It is indeed a very serious situation
that these conflicts of the post-war
years have created. They endanger new
areas in Asia and others in Africa and
the Mediterranean basin.

We can only hope the US, Britain,
France, as well as the other interested
countries, have grasped the significance
of these terrible possibilities. One
should act while there is still time.

N. ETINOFF, Beirut
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~ Competition Nearest entry wins Rs. 25

P No 48 On the ball wins the Jackpot® P>

Pk R *Each week half the prize of Rs. 50 will be awarded to
2nd Prize: the nearest entry. The other half will be carried forward

]
na a TABLE to a “*Jackpot' to be won by the first competitor who
LAMP marks EXACTLY the centre of the ball. This Jackpot

Prize will accumulate by Rs. 25 per week until it is won.

Who is killing democracy? A

by Rajmohan Gandhi

HOW TO PLAY

The ball in this cricket action picture has been painted
°ll. Allyou have to do is to mark a cross (not circle,
'{lbw, elc) where you think the ball is. Then cut out
e picture and coupon and send it to *Find the Ball" Address =
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Violence an(;1 Isters appeal for mob

| People have been killeg in Cal-
cu!:ta In the UF-sponsored violent
agitation and the police action that
followed. There is no doubt that
had the police not 'gcted many

had a majority, to rule, to occupy
Government residences and offices
and to enact and apply constitu-
tional laws. It was the UF Minis-
try’s duty to provide safety, peace
and a progressing economy for the
people. It gave none of these
things. For nine months its main
job seemed to be blaming and hat-
ing Congress, capitalists, landlords
and the Central Government. It
trained people in hate and violence.

Everyone is responsible

The Congress Party in Bengal
had the right to oppose the UF
Government. It also had the duty
to be honest about why it failed
earlier, to clean up corruptions and
to end its internal jealousies.

Bengal’s workers had and have
the right fearlessly to fight for
better wages and conditions. They
also had the duty to put in a fair
day’s work for a fair day’s wage.
And they had no right to imprison
management by force or physically
attack them. Many of them failed
in their duty. '

Capitalists and managers had
and have the right to conduct
business. They also had the duty
to care more for people than for
profit. They failed in this duty.

The press had and has the right
to expose injustice, tyranny and
corruption. It also has the duty
to print and publicise news that
can unite individuals, classes and
parties, news about people ‘who
are changing and becoming more
responsible. The majority of the
press failed in this duty:

One can go on, and talk about
teachers, students, civil servants,
professional people and Mr and
Mrs Citizen. Hven the childreg.

All of us have been murder-
rers of Indian democracy., Any
time any of us harps on his rights,
forgets his duties and unfairly or
exclusively blames another man,
class or party, he sticks a knife
in democracy’s back.

dishonesty in so many of us. Many
Congress spokesmen attack Oppo-
sition parties for all this country’s
ills. They are thrilled that ‘“non-
Congress” Governments have been
removed. They equate Congress
rule with India’s welfare. They
know they are being dishonest in
this, but they persist.

Shukla, the new leader of the
minority Congress Party in Madh-
ya Pradesh, vows that Congress
will recapture power in this State.
But will he vow to clean up Con-
gress in his State and in every
other State? As long as Congress
leaders are more interested in
posts and power than the country,
their weight will be exerted
towards democracy’s death.

What will be Calcutta’s hattle?
Despite multiplying ang glaring
evidence of division, corruption,
inefficiency * and laziness in many
non-Congress Governments, a num-
ber of non-Congressmen still seem
to think that toppling the Indira
Government at the Centre ig the
greatest goal they can fight for. .
They equate Congress’s ouster with
the nation’s welfare. !

Calcutta, and the entire Indianp
scene, is today a battleground. But
we need to be sure that the right
battle is fought. If it is merely a -
clash among greedy men, we shall
soon bequeath to those who may
still be living after the bloodpath
a collection of ruins, bankruptcy,
and dictatorship of right or left.

But if we fight the battle of
responsibility versus shirking, of
duty versus blame, for honesty
and unselfishness, we will have a
mighty story to tell' the world.

How about a hartal against hate
and gheraos for hard work? How
about capitalists paying their
taxes and putting workers and
consumers before profit?

Leaders who have the guts to
live and give such a revolution
will find that our people will res-
pond in a sacrificial spirit,
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“Batliboi
has pumped
new life
into mu land!™
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The glistening green stalks shimmer

in the rising sun, and the kisan's heart is full.
His land is rich again as life-giving water
goes coursing through her veins. The steady
throb of the pumps is music to his ears.

Today machines work side by side with our
farmers in the fields. Brought by BATLIBOI to
the farmer. For the richer harvests of tomorrow.

OPF Pumps
Batliboi Motors
BEE Motors

Hipreduce Pumps
Flowmoré Pumps
Eimeca Pumps

Chemflow Pumps

Mazdock Diese! Engines
Ajeet Diesel Engines
Sova Vertical Engines

o ———
BATLIBOI

v
Batliboi s coweany eriare umite
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