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ASIA PLATEAU ... crowds wait for the gates to open
to the first buildings of the Rs.6 million MRA Training

Centre at Panchgani in the mountains of Western India.
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Diesel Engine is so
Versatile,
¥ am glad we bought it?

| raised a bumper ecrop by irrigating my field with the help of the
Kirloskar 1 M, 10 Horse Power Engine Pumping Set,

YES, MY K"“.OSKAR Kirloskar'; free techr)ical service guided me how to use the sanr;e
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HANDSOME PROFIT!

RICE HULLER

SUGAR-CANE
CRUSHER
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Write for particulars to:

KIRLOSKAR OIL ENGINES LIMITED
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Editorials

Our new responsibilities

As INDIA ENTERS its nineteenth year as a Republic, res-
ponsibilities she once shirked are being thrust upon her.

Britain realised that the best defence for the Indian
subcontinent was to secure the rock of Aden on one
side and have a naval base in Singapore on the other.
Now Aden has been abandoned to the tender mercies
of her warring politicians. Singapore is in search of a
protective military umbrella, now that Britain is to
withdraw from all bases East of Suez — except Hong
Kong — by the end of 1971.

Japan expects to move into Singapore’s business and
industrial life. Singapore politicians say privately that
when British Bloodhound missiles are dismantled, Japa-
nese Hawk missiles may replace them. It is significant
that India’s Foreign Secretary Mr T. N. Kaul has been
conferring with Singapore leaders on the possibility of
joint Singapore-Indian business ventures.

On the other side in Yemen, where Royalists and
Republicans have fought each other for two years, Re-
publican head General Amri has appealed to Mrs

Lee Kuan

Gandhi for humanitarian and military assistance. The
Royalists in Yemen have the support of Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Pakistan while the Republicans have varied
support from Cairo, Moscow, Peking, Algeria and Syria.

As Pakistan has probably the strongest naval force
in the Persian Gulf and because Pakistan may score by
supporting Royalists in Yemen, some commentators
urge that India should not exert her influence in that
area. For too long we have let our foreign policy be
coloured by fear that Pakistan will score over us.
India went overboard in its support for President Nasser -
during the Arab-Israel crisis for this very reason. We
are in for more trouble if we are pushed by this nega-
tive policy of always opposing Pakistan.

To extend Indo-Pak tension is the surest way to
aggravate the problems of those areas. In fact British
withdrawal should prompt the statesmen of Pakistan
and India to rethink whether their larger interests do
not demand settlement of their persistent but com-
paratively minor dispute.

Yew’s fears

Wity Two HOURs of the new Australian Prime Minis-

~ ter being sworn in, Singapore’s Premier Lee Kuan Yew

got on the telephone inviting him to join him in Lon-
don or send a representative to help persuade Britain
to slow down its withdrawal from Singapore and

Malaysia.

On reflection the Australian Cabinet felt that Britain’s

mind was made up and it was too late to dissuade her.
Instead, Mr Gorton sent with Premier Lee a message
to Britain proposing a Five-Power Defence Agreement
between Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia and
Singapore.

Those who talk of Indonesia being included in

such a Defence Agreement fail to comprehend the
fears of the Singapore Premier. HIMMAT reliably un-
derstands that the slaughter of thousands of Chinese in
Indonesia on assumption of  their being Communist
has shaken the Singapore Premier. He is understand-
ably worried about the fate of his three million Chin-
ese compatriots, with his island sandwiched between
Malaysia and Indonesia — both predominantly Malay.

Early withdrawal from South-East Asia may not
be a decision Britain will reverse. But could not the
statesmen of Malaysia and Indonesia do more to re-
assure Singapore of its security by deeds as well as
words?

Their unconquerable spirit

EarLy this month 450 Tibetans died trying to flee
across the icy Tinkar Pass into Nepal. Their death
is proof that the spirit of liberty yet lives in Tibet.
Despite every tragedy, His Holiness the Dalai Lama
keeps faith that Tibet shall one day be free.
message brought by his representatives to the new
MRA Centre at Asia Plateau, Panchgani, he says:

In a -

“It may be too late for Tibet but we must think for
other Asian nations now. Moral Re-Armament is very
important because it teaches us not to hate anyone...
I hope...some day in future we will have an Asia
Plateau in Lhasa.” : ‘

The unconquerable spirit of the Tibetan people will
endure longer than the mightiest powers.

Blank page

Two AMERICAN JOURNALISTS have compiled a booklet of
“Quotations of Chairman LBJ”. Their model, natural-
ly, was “The Thoughts of Chairman Mao”.

The time is ripe, surely, for some enterprising
Indian publisher to bring out a charka-inscribed, swa-
deshi-printed, edition of the bon-mots of our own
leaders, entitled, maybe: ‘The Ideas of Indira"”, “Say-
ings of Morarji” or “The Notions of Nijalingappa”.

The American chapter healdings could, with some
adaptation, be employed in the Indian version, eg.
“The Long March Towards Democratic Socialism™;
“The Happy Indian Masses”; “Glorious Congress
Party”; and “Unworthy Opposition Party”.

One section in the American booklet is left blank,
It is called “Humility and Self-Criticism”. A prospec-
tive Indian publisher could do no better than copy it.

HIMMAT, January 26, 1968



Briefly Speaking a3

Pep for Congress

AciNc policemen in Bremen, West
Germany, are taking pep pills design-
ed to improve their efficiency and
make them feel younger. Mrs Indira
Gandhi - has stated that all her Con-
gress Party colleagues are young be-
cause even in their their 60s people
are still young. Be that as it may,
the daring and original thinking one
expects of youth has not been con-
spicuous among them in recent
years. Should the PM’s aging Party-
men -take their cue from Bremen’s
policemen?

Hasten softly

Over 400 Britons, including doctors
and engineers, took a half-page in
the London 7imes to denounce super-
sonic civil aviation, with its window-
splitting sonic boams, as “disturbing,
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destructive and dangerous”. It "is
true that cars, planes and machinery
bombard modern man with a non-
stop barrage of sound. In our passion
to get around the world faster and
faster, we seem to be making it a less
and less pleasant place to live.

Aloft with Mao

Arr TRAVEL in China has been trans-
formed into a school for study of
Mao’s Thoughts. On take-off, air
hostesses lead passengers in cheers
for Mao; en route, they recite his
Thoughts while portraits of Mr Mao
decorating the cabin provide visual
aids for the lesson. Air terminals are
also being made into schools for
Chairman Mao’s ideas. On eartlr or
airborne, the Chinese seem to have
no escape from those all-pervasive
Thoughts.

Verbal victors

Ir worps alone were proofldofbpohtl-
cal virility, Congress wou e un-
beatable.ty At tl%e Hyderabad AICC
meeting the telegraph handled over
273,400 words of press cables — con-
vincingly outdistancing the verbiage
from other Party conferences. It is
interesting to note that 241,463 words
of the Congress’ verbal output were
telegraphed in English.

Britain’s gift?

S. S. Duaawan, India’s new High
Commissioner in London, was report-
ed by the London Observer last wge}<
as saying: “Karl Marx was Britain’s
gift to humanity.” The remark no
doubt sincerely reflected Mr Dha-
wan’s thinking, but how many Bri-
tish would agree with him, and how
much of humanity? Would Karl
Marx himself, who was German-
born, appreciate the High Commis-
sioner’s description? :

£ 2000 million flutter

Tue propLe of Britain spend some
£2000 million a year on gambl-
ing, according to official figures.
Curious that a country that has to
cut down on free milk for school
children ean spare so much for the
horses, dogs and football pools. As
Winston Churchill might have said:
“Never has so much been spent, by
so many, for so little.”

What’s done we partly may compute,
But know not what’s resisted.
ROBERT BURNS, 1759-1796

Iron ore discovery

Mr K. E. Beazrey, MP, in his article
on Australia’s future (page 21), gives
the startling fact that, at the present
rate of consumption, there is enough
iron ore in one newly-discovered field
in Western Australia to provide the
whole world’s needs for 208,332
years.

Dieting bureaucrats

JaranEsE Government bureaucracy
is going on a diet. On orders from
Prime Minister Sato, one department
in each Ministry must be abolished to
reduce overweight staffs and save
expense. Here is an example our
own bureaucrats could well follow.

UNCTAD number

Next month’s UN Conference on
Trade and Development meeting in
New Delhi will pose the question,
“Can nations work together for the
good of all?” With up to 2500 dele-
gates expected it will be a massive as
well as significant conference even in
these days of frequent international
palavers. The February 23 issue of
HmvemaT will be 'a special UNCTAD

number.
Birbal
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FROM THE CAPITAL

Mr Kosygin changes his mind
by ANTENNA‘

NEW DELHI

What made Mr Kosygin decide to come to Delhi to attend

the Republic Day parade on January 26 after most observers here had writ-
ten off his acceptance of the pressing invitation that went out from here
some weeks ago? What made President Tito decide to prolong his stay for
two days more so that he too could be present at the parade?

- Neither of these Communist bosses
can be accused of fickle-mindedness.
Their earlier reluctance to accept the
invitation of the Indian Government
to be present at the parade arose
from certain hard-headed political
calculations, and if they suddenly de-
cided to change their minds, this was
not due to caprice or to a new-found
love for Mrs Gandhi’s regime but to
equally hard-headed calculations in-

"duced by a sudden turn in the politi-

cal climate in Asia.

No doubt they will discuss sepa-
rately or together with Mrs Gandhi
the question 6f peace in Vietnam and
Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s plea for
reactivation of the International Con-
trol Commission in Cambodia and
the Middle East “crisis”. But none of
these things could have been a deci-
sive factor in persuading them to
change their plans.

Who will fill the vacuum?

The fact that Mr Kosygin’s party
will include about 30 officials indi-
cates that far more important mat-
ters, of vital interest to Soviet am-
bitions in Asia, are concerned. To
put it briefly, the new factor in the
Asian situation which has caused
deep concern in Moscow and Belgra-
de, and should cause concern in New
Delhi, is Mr Harold Wilson’s an-
nouncement last week in London of
Britain’s decision to complete its mi-
litary pullout from East of the Suez
by 1971. This will leave a power
vacuum, and the question arises who
will fill it. )

To this question is added another,
even more important for Asian na-
tions outside the Communist bloc.
Will the United States be prepared
to play the watchdog alone in this
region after the British have packed
up and quit or will it withdraw into
isolation, leaving the Asians to fend
for  themselves?

The writing on the wall is that Ca-
pitol Hill has been feeling for a long
time that the US should reduce its
military and political commitments in
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Asia, mainly for economic reasons,
ard now that Britain has decided to
withdraw, this feeling will be
strengthened and might ultimately
develop into total isolationism, at
least so far as Asia is concerned.

Who then “is to fill the power
vacuum? Obviously, if no Western
power is prepared to do this, there
are only two powers which can — the
Soviet Union or China. This is what
has sent Mr Kosygin hurrying to
New Delhi after hope of his arriving
here for the Republic Day parade had
been almost abandoned. And for the
same reason Marshal Tito is extend-
ing his stay.

If the Russians have ambitions of

becoming a ma-
jor power in the
Persian Gulf
and the Indian
Ocean, they
must naturally have the approval of
India.- And the time to start getting
that approval is right now, for three
years is a very short time in
which to make one’s presence felt in
areas which have been hitherto free
from Russian naval and air influ-
ence.

The six-day war between the Arabs
and Israelis last June gave the Russi-
ans the opportunity to gain a naval
toe-hold in the Mediterranean. Now
this has to be developed and extended
on a much larger scale eastward. For
this purpose, the speedy reopening
of the Suez Canal and support of the
United Arab Republic and India are

Mr Kosygin

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SENSIBLE PROPOSITION

WouLD OUR priorities of national
development and social reform assume
their right order if the men in charge
got their own priorities straight?

Decision-making, which so often
bogs down the administration, would
certainly speed  up. Every citizen
would benefit if ministers and officials
abandoned their time-wasting politick-
ing, place-seeking and other petty
pursuits. For some, it might mean a
marked deflation of pomposity.

I met a man last week who had
served in his nation’s cabinet; establish-
ed a major university; pioneered large
industrial development in his country,
and a lot more besides. He is, in
every sense, a successful leader.

Then, suddenly, he was confronted
with a difficult choice. One way led
to furthering  his own affairs, The
other meant postponing plans dear to
his heart in order to attend the inter-
national Moral Re-Armament confer-
ence which opened at Panchgani last
Saturday. Here, it was clear, his con-
tribution would be highly valued by
those meeting to tackle the critical
issues facing India and Asia in 1968.

: He is a practical man. He weighs
issues carefully. He said: “I see I

have a duty way beyond my own res-w
ponsibilities. I need to pocket my
pride, risk my reputation, hazard all
my material interests and open my
heart to my colleagues so that together
we may find. the way of changing men
and the course of nations.”

Just about the most sensible proposi-
tion I have heard. What if every
leader — :

* pocketed his pride

* risked his reputation
hazarded his material interests
was honest with his colleagues?

*

*

Would Cabinets work more success-
fully for India’s prosperity? Would
language, food and neighbours stay the
problems they often seem to be?

Could Washington learn more effec-
tive ways of resolving the dangerous
and difficult dilemmas of Vietnam,
race and civil rights?

Perhaps de Gaulle and Wilson would
startle the world if both applied the
kernel of this lesson.

The dividends are endless, And
they don’t all have to deal with mighty
world issues. It would be a workable
charter for every home, office, factory,
school — for everyone, Why not try
it?
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SUGGESTS that if Australian Pre-
mier Gorton is right in describing
his Vietnam policy as “neither
hawk nor dove but owl”, then
- India’s should be classified as
“ostrich”.

COMPARES Americans in Vietnam
building an electronic fence to
keep the Viet Cong out, with East
Germans in Berlin putting up a
wall to keep their own people in,
and REMARKS that modern man,
though adept at creating barriers,
is inept at building bridges.

IS “ELECTRIFIED” at the news
that admirers of S. N. Mishra,
leader of Congress’ left-loeking
pressure group, presented him
with an imported electric razor for
putting up a “brave fight” against
the Party’s High Command.

WELCOMES proposals to create an
organisation for economic develop-
ment in South-East Asia, but is
PERPLEXED why External Affairs
Secretary T. N. Kaul says India
should not take the lead in creat-
ing it.

PERISCOPES the INFA report that
India will shortly receive the first
of five Soviet submarines order-
ed for the Indian Navy, but
WONDERS what price, under the
surface, India has been obliged to
pay for them.

AGREES with a New Delhi seminar
that TV should be expanded be-
cause of its nation-building poten-
tial, but is still WAITING for
Government to rise to the oppor-
tunity offered through satellite-
TV to abolish ignorance complete-
ly in a few years,

CONTRASTS Britain saving some
£70 million a year by quitting its
Singapore bases with America
spending $70 million on the Viet-
nam war each day.

IS FED UP with New Delhi’s shilly-
shallying over admitting South Afri-
can delegates to the UNCTAD
conference, and REGARDS it as
a typical instance of Government
drift into a problem which could
have been foreseen months ago.

MR KOSYGIN—FROM PAGE 5

of vital importance.

In the Iast few weeks, there has
been clear evidence of a cooling-off
of Russian feelings towards the Gov-
ernment of Mrs Gandhi, but this pro-
cess will now be reversed. The flow
of Soviet economic aid to these two
countries among others will be step-
ped up, and India can also look for-
ward to liberal supplies of Soviet
arms as well.

How is Washington preparing to
face the problems that will arise
when Britain withdraws completely?
According to reliable sources here,
this will entail new strategic plann-
ing, but there will be no attempt-to
move militarily into those places
from which the British pull out. Even
if this is feasible militarily, political

Jand economic considerations will pre-

vent it, these sources say.
The geopolitical strategists of the

NEW DELHI

ecutive body of her party.

Three -of her stalwarts have been
dropped from the committee. . They
are Mr Biju Patnaik, Mr Gulzari Lal
Nanda and Mr D. Sanjivayya. Only
Mr Uma Shankar Dixit, MP, mana-
ger of Mrs Gandhi’s newspaper, the
National Herald, has got in besides
Mrs Gandhi herself.
To add to her mortification, Mr
Atulya Ghosh has been renominated
and Mr S, K. Patil has been named
party treasurer, a post hitherto held
by Mr Ghosh. o
Further, her Commerce Minister
and reputedly closest adviser, Mr
Dinesh Singh, has been passed over
in spite of her strenuous efforts.
And Mr Nijalingappa is unlikely
to oblige her by naming Mr Dixit
one of the general secretaries of the
party, according to usually well-
informed observers here.

Thus the Syndicate is well and
truly back in the saddle and Mrs

Gandhi will continue at the head of
the Government under its direction
and will not be responsible only to
herself as she hoped she would be.

The balance of power within the
Party has been restored to what it
was before last year’s general elec-
tion. In fact, it has tilted more than
ever in favour of these leaders who

elections to the Congress Working Co
peated when Mr Nijalingappa announc . ;
bers of the committee. This has indeed come true and put paid to the Prime
Minister’s hope that she would be able to exercise control over the top ex-

US Government are said to be giving
their attention to preparing political-
regional solutions for this problem as
a more effective alternative to the
role of “world policeman”, a role
which is bound to be opposed by the
US Congress as well as by public
opinion in that country.

Possible -reaction

Another factor that deters Wash-
ington from this course is the advice
of its diplomatic representatives 11
Asia that hostile reactions are inevit=
able if the Stars and Stripes are rais-

ad where the Union Jack flies now -

between Bahrein and Singapore.
American thinking on this subject
may be made clear when ‘the South
East Asia Treaty Organisation meets
some time in April in New Zealand,
with President Johnson himself a
likely participant in the delibera-

tions.

Another reverse for Mrs Gandhi

Last week I said the reverse'Mrs Gandhi suffered in the

mmittee at Hyderabad would be re-

ed the names of the nominated mem-

were considered right wing compar-
ed with Mrs Gandhi’s central posi-
tion, and whose
prestige was sup-
posed to have been
shattered for ever
by their defeat in
the elections.
This upsét of
t h e inner-party
alignment of forces
has come as a
rude shock to the

Mrs Gandhi: . so-called radicals
mortified in the Party who
had been hoping

to increase their say in policy-

making and push their way into mi-
nisterial office. '

Some of the more disappointed
among them are said to be looking
outside the Congress for inspiration.
So it may not be surprising if there
is a move among them to quit the
Party if the bid to merge the Praja
Socialist and Samyukta Socialist par-
ties bears fruit.

Hyderabad and what has follow-
ed the session there has made it clear
to the Socialist-minded firebrands
that the Congress is no place for
them. If they stay on, it is only on
sufferance.
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Men minted to God’s design

BY ROLAND WILSON

From an address at the opening of “Asia Plateau”, the

MRA Training Centre, Panchgani, January 20, 1968.

Last TiMe I was in Panchgani none
of these buildings stood. There was
the glory of the view. And on all
these acres there was just one small
patch of green where food was start-
ing to grow. There were also deter-
mined, dedicated men and women.

I thank God for the workers of this
land. In Britain production and
delivery dates are our problem.
Those who have laboured on this
project have not preached at us but
set us a pattern.
every record. It ‘looked impossible.
God always, and man when he is
aflame, specialises in achieving the
impossible.

The building of a world that fulfils
men’s hopes and dreams is no more
beyond the combined wit and wis-
dom of God and man than is the

" construction of this Centre.

One of Mao Tse-tung’s—thoughts is
that “daring or not daring to deal

‘with selfishness is to be or not to be

revolutionary”. Everywhere today
men toil to make a 'selfish world
work. Here we decide to cure sel-
fishness, and it does work. That is
MRA’s secret. It is simple. With
MRA, planning would succeed, and
well-wishers would win. ‘It would
be a welcome change in many lands,
including my own. - If we deal finally
with selfishness we shall certainly
answer Mao. And nothing else ‘will.

India has taught me much. And
I have one claim to stand here. I
have from the first believed with my
whole heart that the way this land
goes, the world' will likely go. And
if India gets and gives a working
answer, the world will get it and live
it too. . 3

The purpose of Panchgani is to
issue a new universal currency—the
currency  of men minted to God’s
design.

The world needs a new universal

currency. Our wealth is not in our
rupees, or our dollars or pounds, or
even our gold. Nor is it just in our
mineral resources, or our soil. Our
wealth is in our men, our women, our
children. In India you have five hund-
red and twenty million of them—ten
times the number in my country—
and every one counts and is needed.

The people of God’s Design will
end the smallness which is the
disease of our age. A French writer,
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They have broken.

Voltaire, once said that preoccupa-
tion with petty circumstances is the
tomb of great things. Today we
have bigger and bigger bangs, but
smaller and smaller minds. We have
increasing speed- but contracting
hearts. We need, urgently, a cons-
cious choice of largeness for God’s
and man’s sake, :

We face universality or fragmenta-
tion. Nothing lies in between. Plans
which are preoccupied with Eastern
men or Western men, with brown
men or white men, with rich men or

poor men, with young men.or old men,

are dead before they are born. Con-
centration on any one section spells

disaster for. the whole of humanity.

It can only divide.
Piloting millions

India is the land of an idea. Fifty
years ago your vast.and ancient com-
munity of peoples grasped the idea
of liberty. The' genius of one man,
supported by millions, gave that idea
legs and arms and hearts, and it
launched hundreds of. millions into
liberty. At Panchgani, now, we our-

‘selves are called to produce and
market the next idea. That idea will"

go beyond liberty for a nation to
unity for a world. It will pilot thou-
sands of millions towards a common
mind.

It has simple truth at the heart of
it. Today men are confused. They
need clear standards that anyone and
everyone can understand. Honesty,
purity, unselfishness and love, if even
a minority boldly decide to establish
them, could speedily remould daily
life and reshape a country’s policy.

Honesty is honesty the world over.
Even dishonest people prefer to buy
from an honest dealer.

Purity would make family life a
rock of decency and sanity, liberate

‘men’s minds, increase their energies,

and answer in God’s way the popu-
lation explosion.

Unselfishness, lived and seen,

would astonish the world. People -

would enjoy it so much more than
self-preoccupation. One leads to
sanity, the other is the highroad to
lunacy. For the most dangerous, pre-
valent and multiplying drug in the
modern world is the drug of self-ab-
sorption. And the most stubborn
addicts can be set free overnight.

Love, if we decided to practise it,
would be the end of the ancient dis-
eases of jealousy and hate.

Frontiers in the world are a con-
siderable problem. But the most
troublesome frontiers of all are the
armed frontiers between human
hearts. The whole world develop-
ment of Moral Re-Armament began
when one man was decisively and
permanently cured of bitterness. The
answer to jealousy came in a simple
decision to give the whole of life to
bring greatness to others. '

There is one task which is big
enough to make partnership between
East and West, class and class, race
and race, colour and colour, genera-
tion and generation, normal and
natural. That is the task of jointly
putting the world. on a new course.

You see in every country people
walking around listening to a transi-
stor radio. Millions could regularly
receive the ideas and directions of
God as definitely as they receive
news and views on that instrument.
This super-modern  development,
spreading out from Panchgani, would
set the whole earth buzzing.

The: task that has to be tackled ‘in
and from this place is literally the
greatest task in history. Panchgani,
I am persuaded, will produce the men
and women who will cure the tough-
est crises in our modern world. This
present assembly of nations suggests
that it will also be the place, as Caux
in Europe already is, where the states-
man and. the ordinary man can meet
and resolve .the issues that divide and
destroy communities, countries and
continents. The world can learn the
truth. that in God’s Design diversity
was never meant to divide, but to
enrich all.” We must have a partner-
ship of people who put God first.

New world at our feet

There is a lot of talk today about
new hearts.. People wonder and
argue what men will do with the

shuman heart. We have seen here
what God can do with it. He can
clean it, enlarge it, electrify it, and
give it passion and power to repro-
duce the same new qualities in every
other heart it touches.-

I suggest everyone here takes
enough time to let God give and ger-
minate His ideas. And just to be sure
nothing is lost, do write them down.
The world needs a new thinking, as
well as a new programme. Without
that gift from God we are done before
we are begun. With it, if obedience
is added, we literally have God’s new
world at our feet.

'
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‘Asia Plateaw’ opens in Panchgani

BY. A STAFF CORRESPONDENT

FIVE CONTINENTS were repre-
sented at the opening of “Asia
Plateau”, the new Moral Re-Arma-
ment Centre in Panchgani in India’s
western hills last Saturday. Over
3000 gaily-dressed men, women and
children flocked in from the sur-
rounding areas, some walking many
miles up the hill from villages in the
valley below. They mingled with
over 400 delegates from 23 nations
invited by Mr Rajmohan Gandhi.

Among messages to Mr Gandhi for
the opening of the Centre were those
received from the Prime Ministers
of Thailand, Cambodia and New
Zealand, the President of Cyprus, the
Deputy 'Prime Minister of Ceylon,
the Foreign Ministers of France and
Australia, and the Secretary-General
of the Arab League.

The purpose of the Centre nestling
against the high tableland is to create
and train the new type of man free
from hate, fear and greed, who will
build a new India, Asia and world.

At 11 am on the bright Saturday
morning, Mr Roland Wilson, Secre-
tary for MRA in Britain, was handed
the keys of the main gate. He un-
locked the door. The national anthem
was sung by the gathered crowd who
then swept in through the gates.

Among those who spoke at the in-
augural session was Mr Kim Beazley,
Labor MP and ‘Vice-Chairman of the

i

" For pictures of the opening of
the centre, see page 2.

Australian Parliament’s Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. He read a message
from the: Rt Hon Paul Hasluck,
Minister for - External Affairs, who
said, “It is a personal disappointment

for me not to bemable to be with you

at the opening of the new Centre at
Panchgani. We are beginning to see
more clearly than ever before in our
history that we should not seek only
what is good for ourselves but the
good that can be shared by all.”
The Iranian Ambassador to India

We need militant rebuilders

BY N. G. GORAY

I HAVE BEEN a Socialist since I was
20 and I continue to be a Socialist.

I believe in the moral concept of
Socialism. _Socialism for me is care

for my neighbour, sympathy for the
down-trodden, fighting for the rights
of the underdog. The real problem
in India today is how to fight to re-
shape society without hating each
other.

The real India of today is hard,
perhaps' cruel and ruthless. It is
only now that the real problems that
lay hidden during the Independence
struggle are visible. The rocks are
showing themselves. When the British
were removed we had time to think
of our own difficulties between land-
lord and peasant, capital and labour,
state and state, religion and religion.

India is like a miscroscopic uni-
verse. Our people are still in search
of a nation. We have to learn a
good deal. It is easy to import
machinery and have a good factory
erected. It is not as easy to have
the discipline that goes with the
machinery. Marx said, “Workers of
the world unite”” But even the
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Mr Goray was re-elected last
month as Chairman of the Praja
Socialist Party. He is currently Mayor
of Poona. He was invited to address
the MRA Assembly of Nations at
Panchgani. Some salient points from
his speech are reproduced here.
—Ed.

workers of India don’t unite. It is
not through hatred and lawlessness
that India can grow. All of us need
to learn what democracy is, how to
behave with each other, sit at the
table and solve differences. We
quarrel over river waters, and states
even threaten, if they don’t get what
they want, that_they will leave the
Union of India.

If today the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter is told by the Chief Minister of
Madras not to come to Madras be-
cause of his stand on Hindi, then
tomorrow the Madras Chief Minis-
ter may not be permitted to land in
the Capital by students of Delhi. If
that happens it will be the beginning

travelled through the night to repre-
sent the Shah. “I have been sent here
by my Government because of the
impact Moral Re-Armament has had
in bringing about the silent revolu-
tion 'in Iran,” he said.

Among ~ others present were the
Deputy Chairman of Radio Ceylon
with a delegation of' eleven; two
Tibetans sent by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama; a delegation of 34 Khasis
and Mizos from the hills of Assam
led by Mr Stanley Nichols-Roy, MLA,
of Shillong; Mr Patrick Wolrige Gor-
don, Conservative MP from Britain;
Madame Irene Laure, former head of
three million Socialist French women;
workers, trade unionists and industri-

alists from Britain, France, Sweden, "

Switzerland, Australia, and all corners
of India. In addition, delegates also
came from the Philippines, Vietnam,
United States, Denmark, Norway,
New Zealand, Canada, Holland, Ger-
many and Kenya. ;

“The first phase of the buildings, a
residential block for 150 people and
a guest lodge, has cost Rs 1,200,000.
The total cost of the Centre, housing
600 when completed, will be in . the
region of Rs 6,000,000. Over 16,500

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

of the end. And the beginning of
the end is not far off.

The duty of the young people is to
think deeply, realistically and con-
cretely. They have to decide to
make a stand somewhere. If some-

. body tells them to burn a bus or set

Afire to a railway carriage or cut tele-
graph wires, they feel that that is
militancy. But militancy will have
to be redefined. Militancy is not
destroying or blowing up. We have
to be militant in healing, repairing
and rebuilding.

This is the message India requires.
It will need work, and conviction.
No matter what the cost, some
students, when faced with the pros-
pect of destroying, should have the
courage to stand up and say they
will not destroy public property.
What they destroy is not India’s pro-
perty, or Morarji’'s, or Chavan’s. It
is their own property. It is our pro-
perty.

Every year we go with a begging-
bowl to different nations. To the
United States, Britain, Australia,
Russia. Each year the bowl seems
to become larger and larger. Na-
tions may pity us but they will not
respect us. If India is to be respect-
ed, our task is to make a divided
nation a united one and a beggar na-’
tion a prosperous one.
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The international monetary system on trial

The Gold Standard

THE monetary system of the world
was based on the Gold Standard for
many years till it broke down in 1931.
Under that system the currencies of
different countries, if convertable into
gold, were supposed to be on the
Gold Standard. This meant that it
was possible for any one to convert
the currency into gold on demand.
In practice however people did not
demand gold in return for currency
except for the purpose of payments
abroad. Usually international pay-
ments were settled by banks, and the

. net payments between any two coun-

tries had to be with reference to
their excess of exports or imports and
other transactions.

If a country had -an excess of im-
ports it had to pay in gold for the
same. If it had an excess of exports
it received gold from others to that
extent. The incoming gold would
find its way to the currency autho-
rity in exchange for local currency.
This would result in an expansion
of local currency.

On the other hand when gold had
to be sent abroad for excess of im-
ports, local currency would be con-
tracted as it would be paid to the
currency authority in return for gold
which would be exported. This
mechanism thus adjusted the require-
ments of the currency of a country
with reference to its trade activities
while maintaining the value of the
currency unit in terms of gold.

England was the leading Gold
Standard country for many years, and
when it became impossible for Eng-
land to maintain the Gold Standard
because of continuous strain on its
reserves on the one hand and conti-
nuous” adverse balance of payments
on the other, the Gold Standard was
abandoned in 1931. The interna-
tional currency system was without
any guidance for some years and the
exchange relations between the cur-
rencies of different countries were
adjusted mostly by the laws of de-
mand and supply. We had for some
time therefore an era of fluctuating
exchanges.

Iinternational Monetary Fund

The arrangements which were
made at the International Conference
held at Bretton Woods (USA) result-
ed in the creation of the International
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BY C. N. VAKIL

Monetary Fund (IMF) which most
countries joined. The Soviet coun-
tries have not joined the IMF.

The par value of the currency of
each member country has been fixed
in terms of gold and is registered
with the IMF. Changes are made as
a rule with the consent of the IMF,
and this is done only on rare occa-
sions under compelling circumstances.

The IMF gives -temporary loans
under certain conditions to member
countries to adjust their balance of
payments and get over temporary
difficulties, which helps them to
maintain the exchange value of their
currency. In other words, the IMF
plays the role which the Gold Stand-
ard did for so many years, though
with certain limitations.

In practice various countries have
found it convenient to hold reserves
to settle their international trans-
actions either in pounds sterling or
in dollars, = These currencies obtain-
ed a dominant position for historical
reasons, and therefore besides being
local currencies of England and the
USA respectively, they also obtained
the status.of international currencies.

In practice therefore the par values
of different currencies of member
states is calculated in terms of the
American dollar or pound sterling,
even by the IMF. The resources of
the IMF are also more in terms of
dollars and sferling, though it has
certain - gold reserves; it also holds
other currencies.

Gold movement

Because of this situation of the
sterling and the dollar,: which are
convertible into gold on demand,
other countries hold their reserves in
sterling or dollars., , Certain inter-
national speculators and financing
agencies try to move one or the other
currencies by conyverting it into gold,
whenever there is a possibility = of
making some profit. Whenever there
is an adverse balance of trade either
in the USA or the UK, the dollar or
sterling may get into temporary diffi-
culties, which encourages the specu-
lators in their transactions.

The difficulties become greater
when countries who have kept their
reserves in sterling or dollars suddenly
withdraw large amounts as happened
recently after the West Asian crisis.
The devaluation of the pound and
the economic difficulties in which

-

One of India’s leading economists,
Prof. C. N. Vakil was head of the
UNESCO Research Centre for Sou-
thern Asia for 3 years. For 26 years
he was head of the school of Econo-
mics and Sociolegy ef Bombay Uni-
versity. He is author of “The Falling
Rupee” and several other books.

the UK is involved has reduced the
importance of the pound sterling as
an international currency and the
dollar now has the main role to play.

The US Government maintains the
value of the dpllar in terms of gold
by fixing the value of gold at 33
dollars to an ounce. The dollar is
freely convertible .into gold. It has
been able to do so because it has
large gold reserves accumulated dur-
ing the last war. In recent times,
because of its role as a world power,
the US makes payments abroad such
as economic aid to developing coun-
tries, the large expenditure which it
incurs for maintaining military forces
in different parts of the world, and
above all the enormous expenditure
which it incurs for carrying on the
war in Vietnam. These payments
have caused a drain on its resources
with an outflow of gold from the
reserves of the US.

The role of France

‘Along with this another important
force has come into the picture.
France has assumed a leading role
in Europe after achieving economic
prosperity, partly with the help of
American aid (Marshall Plan), and
partly with the development of the
European Common Market. There
have been large American invest-
ments in Europe since the war, and
in some countries like France the in-
creasing dominance of the American
entrepreneur is looked wupon with
suspicion and hostility.

Resentment of this nature has been
expressed by France since the advent
of Géneral de Gaulle to power. De
Gaulle is happy that the position of
the pound sterling has been reduced.
He would be equally happy if the
position of the American dollar is
also reduced. We find that follow-
ing the devaluation of’ the pound,
there is a great run on'American gold

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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6N THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE-II

Gandhi arrives on the scene

BY K. SANTHANAM

UnxbpErR Gandhiji’'s leadership, the-
tempo and extent of agitation in-
creased tremendously overnight and
during the few days’ satyagraha
against the Rowlatt Acts, millions
began to participate in the struggle.
Following the eruption of popular
violence in Punjab, the great tragedy
of Jallianwala Bagh was enacted in
Amritsar and Punjab was subjected
to a terribly humiliating treatment.

In 1920, the Congress passed under
the leadership of Gandhiji and al-
most all the old leaders had to take
back -seats. Some of them organised
themselves into a Liberal Federation
which continued for many years to
have a feeble existence, till it finally
ceased to exist.

The non-co-operation movement of
Gandhiji intended at first to obtain
redress against the Punjab atrocities
and restore the Khilafat, soon became
a movement for swaraj (total inde-
pendence). Its programme consisted
of . the surrender of titles, boycott of
schools, law courts and legislatures,
promotion of. spinning and removal
of untouchability. From a purely ra-
tional view, it was a hotch-potch of
impractical and sentimental items but
the only thing that mattered was that
the figure of Mahatma Gandhi stood
out defiantly against the might of
British imperialism.

The Indian middle classes and a
considerable section of the rural

BOOKS

“A heart unison”

GANDHI AND NEHRU by M.
Chalapathi Rau, Allied Publi-
shers, pp 152, Rs 12.

THE rIRsT two thirds -of this trilogy
(The Master, The Disciple, The Dia-
logue) is frankly disappointing. Per-
haps to seme extent this is unavoid-
able in an edited compilation of news-
aper articles. That readers should
e asked to swallow this old diet of
past eulogies at all is questionable.

HivemaT, ~]anuary 26, 1968

This week Mr Santhanam conclu-
des his assessment of the Indian
National Congress before and after
Independence.

population were - almost hypnotised
into delirious and unquestioned sup-
port. The battle of swaraj was to be
fought to a finish in the year 1922
but before Gandhiji had started the
mass satyagraha in Bardoli, popular
violence burst out in Chauri-Chaura
with the murder of some policemen
and in accordance with his unshak-
able determination that his struggle

- should be non-violent, Gandhiji sus-

pended the movement.
‘Legislatures

Then came a period of reaction in
favour of entering legislatures, and
the Swaraj party, under Pandit
Motilal Nehru and Chittaranjan Das
were able to demonstrate national
feeling in the Central Legislative
Assembly and a few state legislatures.
Owing to limitations of space I do
not propose to deal with the Salt
Satyagraha, the Gandhi-Irwin Pact,
the Second Round Table Conference,
the Government of India Act, 1935,
the Congress acceptance of Minister-
ship in Madras, Bombay, UP and

That a book appearing in 1967 should
take the story of Nehru only as far
as 1959 and avoid the entire episode
of the Chinese attack and the col-

lapse of the cardboard castle of,

Panchshila is indefensible. Surely
three years after Panditji’s passing
we are entitled to at least an interim
assessment,

In contrast the remaining third of
the ook which, we are assured, is
“entirely new” carries an interest and
validity of its own. However, one
wishes that the author had been less
shackled to pure chronology and left
more free to roam and ponder. This
aside, much material is presented to
illustrate the unique relationship of
the two guiding stars of Independent
India.

It is brought out how Nehru, while
recognising his debt to Gandhi’s

other Provinces,
Congress revolt
against t h e
entry into the Second World War
without the consent of Indian leaders

and legislatures and the Quit-India

movement.

In spite of varying fortunes, the
Congress under Mahatma Gandhi
maintained a firm grip on the alle-
giance of the Indian people and in
spite of many manipulations and sys- -
tematic strengthening of the Muslim
League the British Government had
finally to surrender to the Indian
National Congress and transfer power
to its leaders — though the country
had to be divided into two indepen-
dent States of Pakistan and India.

Looking back, it seems almost a
miracle that with comparatively little
sacrifice and practically no violence,
the Indian National Congress under
Mahatma Gandhi succeeded in oust-
ing British Imperialism. It is true
that the British urge for world domi-
nation was greatly reduced by the
terrible sacrifices Britain had to make
during World War II. However,
without the Indian National Congress
and Mahatma Gandhi, there would
have been no Free India at least in
the 20th century. .

The story of the Indian National
Congress from 1947 to 1967 is almost
the reverse of its history during the

\
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

moral leadership, never depended on
him in the wrong sense. The unity
between such different men — one
a thorough-going Marxian Socialist,
the other a spiritual leader who be-
lieved in his “inner voice” and in
“conversion of human nature” as a
practical proposition — has become
a familiar paradox. As Gandhi told
questioners who had asked him about
reported differences, “We know that
neither of us can do without the
other, for t;here is a heart unison be-
tween us which no intellectual dif-
ference can break.”

Mr Chalapathi Rau does not at-
tempt to marshal his evidence of
this relationship or to interpret it,
This, perhaps wisely, is left for the
reader.

P.W.
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Nasser’s closure of the Suez Canal
must end, unconditionally

o

Egypt’s loudest supporter suffers most

First prize to J. A. Jagtiani, Bombay 1

PrESIDENT NAsser has turned the
Suez Canal into a political weapon.
But Suez was purely a commercial
and economic matter, built to
shorten the distance between Europe
and Asia and thus reduce transport
charges. -

Article I of the Constantinople
Convention of October 29, 1888, de-
clares:

“The Suez Maritime Canal shall
always be free and open, in time of war
as in time of peace, to every vessel of
commerce or of war, without distinc-
tion“of flag...The Canal shall never be
subjected to the exercise of the right
of blockade.”

The Security Council’'s Resolution

.of October 13, 1958, among others,

stipulated: '

“The Security Council agrees that
any settlement of the Suez question
should meet the following require-
ments: (1) there should be free and
-open transit through the Canal without
discrimination overt or covert — this
covers both political and technical as-
pects, (2) the operation of the Canal
should be insulated from the politics
of any country.” !

But because the UN does not have
teeth, Nasser snapped his fingers at
it and has used the Canal as a weapon
of blackmail and revenge. When

Nasser came to power, both Britain

and France made a desperate attempt
to gain the wupper hand. Nehru’s
India gravely erred in helping Egypt
to. gain' sovereignty over the Suez

VIEWPOINT COMPETITION

and PSP should now work to-
gether,
Closing date : February 2

** Should office hours be lengthened?
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Prizes: Rs 25, Rs 15

Send entries of not more than 500 words
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Congress, Jan Sanéh, Swatantra

Canal instead of having it interna-
tionalised under the UN aegis.

Had a disinterested India helped in
Suez . internationalisation then war
with Israel in June 1967 would not
have taken place. Mrs Indira Gandhi’s
saying ditto to Nasser’s closure of the
Gulf of Agaba to Israel shipping and
to all his other actions, gave him
carte blanche.

So Nasser considered himself the
master of the situation, gave quit
orders to the UN forces, closed and
mined the Gulf of Agqaba and thus
challenged Israel's very existence.
But a nation which for nearly 2000
years has arisen Phoenix-like from

—

time to time, pricked the Nasser
bubble within six days, to the sur-
prise of the -entire world.

Nasser’s forces scuttled some of
the ships in the Canal, putting the
blame upon Israel. War has been
over some eight months - but the
salvage work is to be started only
next month and, according to know-
ledgeable circles, is likely to take
one year.

_India, the loudest supporter of
Nasser, has suffered most. India’s _
annual freight bill will be up by
Rs 35 crores. This has increased the
price of food grains. Mercifully we
had both bumper crops and help
from the USA. )

The world should see that the
Suez Canal is put under UN manage-
ment immediately.

Suez “will remain free’” said Cairo

Second prize to Inder Pal Singh Sethi, Bangalore 7

AN ExTRACT from the draft conven-
tion on the definition of aggression
submitted some six years ago by the
USSR to the sixth Committee of the
United Nations General Assembly
reads :

“The Aggressor in an international
conflict shall be considered to be that
state which is the first to commit any
one of the following actions::

1 Naval Blockade of the coasts or
ports of another state...”

Who in the Middle East imposed
a blockade on the coast or port of
another state? Egypt or Israel?

It is Egypt that committed aggres-
sion and hence it should bear the
fruits of its act. If at all Israel com-
mitted aggression in the Middle East,
then so-did the US and India in Viet-
nam and Kutch respectively. But
an act of curbing infiltration is not
aggression; it is self-defence.

The aggressor, Egypt, must open
the Suez Canal immediately. The
claim that the Suez Canal is not an
international waterway is illogical.
The spuriousness of the Egyptian
claim is best demonstrated by the
fact that Jordan has never raised the
matter. The question of the interna-
tional character of the waterway was
authoritatively -answered in the 11th

session- of the UN General Assembly
and again in the 1958 Conference on .
the Law of the Sea. Both the Inter-
national Law Commission and the
Geneva Conference stated quite
clearly that there must be no suspen-
sion of the right of innocent passage
through international straits.

Article 16, Paragraph 4, of the
Convention on Territorial Seas of
1958 embodies the generally accept- .
ed rule of international law govern-
ing straits.

One may point out that the Inter-
national Law Commission stated that
its draft articles on the Law. of the
Sea regulate the law of the sea in
time of peace only. But:it must be
mentioned here that the view was
not adopted by the Geneva Confer-
ence,

The Egyptian Government, in- its
aide memoire to the US Government
of January 28, 1950, undertook “that
this passage, the only practicable one,
will remain free, as in the past, in
conformity with the international
practice and recognised principles of
the Law of Nations”.

Nasser should lift unconditionally
this blockade on the freedom of free
navigation through an international
waterway.
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FROM THE WORLD'S CAPITALS
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Europe steps cautiously in to 1968

FROM PIERRE SPOERRI ~

GENEVA ~ When the Christmas and New Year holidays brought a géneral
slowing down of all political and public affairs on the European continent,

everybody seemed to sigh with relief.

The crisis of the Pound had upset
the uneasy economic balance esta-
blished during the past years. The
economic difficulties of the United
Kingdom reminded the older genera-
tion of similar crises in the ’twenties
and ’thirties with all the misery, un-
employment and political instability
which grew out of it.

The other event of mid-December

‘was the resounding “No” to the Bri-

tish entry into the Common Market,
which the French Foreign Minister
expressed in polite language in the
name of his President.

Cyprus crisis

Although everybody had -expected

this veto, nobody, on either side of
the Channel, knew how to meet this
situation. The Belgians and Dutch
tried to sabotage some of the Com-
mon Market sessions until they real-
ised that they were cutting the branch
on which they themselves were sit-
ting.

%he third event which shook Europe
was the Cyprus crisis and the ensuing
abortive coup of King Constantine in
The death of Prime Minister
Holt in Australia, the constant
rumours of negotiations on Vietnam
and the fall of one of the last Stalin-

=
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“You don’t put oil

in this lamp, nit!”
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ists, Czech President Novotny also
kept the news columns filled.

As the overwhelming power of the
United States influences events on
every continent, the Presidential
elections in November 1968 are one
fact all political and economic
leaders in Europe have to take into
account. The US Government will
hesitate to take any risky decisions
which might alienate it from the
American electorate, This situation
could influence, above all, the stale-
mate in the Middle East and South
East Asia. In Europe, the Italian
general elections in May will have a
similar paralysing effect on the South
Tyrol issue which has poisoned rela-
tions between Austria and Italy for
the last 10 years.

The second great event which
could determine the world political
and economic scene for decades to
come will be the Second Conference
on Trade and Development which is
to open in.Delhi on - February 1.
Already during preparations for the
conference one could notice stiffen-
ing attitudes both among the develop-
ing countries and the group of indus-
trialised nations.

Possible confrontation

The Secretary G eneral of
UNCTAD — the UN body sponsor-
ing the Delhi conference — Mr Raoul
Prebisch of Argentina, had hoped to
show a new way of co-operation bet-
ween both groups of nations by pre-
senting agreements in certain limited
fields like cocoa, sugar, cotton and
coffee. ~ The easiest seemed to be
cocoa, but after three weeks of hagg-
ling, the cocoa conference in Geneva
broke up in the beginning of Decem-
ber without having produced any
Kind of settlement. The Delhi confe-
rence may well lead to a dangerous
confrontation between the have and
have-not-nations with ominous conse-
quences. -

The third event which has been
announced for the first quarter of
1968 is the gathering of the Commu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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VIENTIANE — Twelve North Viet-
namese battalions — over 4000-
strong — pursued 2000 Royal
Laotian Army troops fleeing from
the strategic Nam Bac enclave
north of Luang Prabang. The
Government’s - defeat leaves vast
tracts under Communist control.

TOKYO — Japan’s main opposition
parties demanded a Government
ban on the visit of the US nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier, ‘“Enter-
prise.” Extreme leftist students
demonstrating against the visit
.clashed violently with police.

COLOMBO — Japanese diplomats
from South-West Asia decided un-
animously to recommend more
liberal aid terms and credit to the
countries of the region to enable
them to tide over financial difficul-
ties created by the devaluation of
the pound.

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysian
leaders continued to express con-
cern over Britain’s decision to pull
out of its commitments in South-
East Asia. Singapore, however, has
already negotiated defence arrange-
ments by which the bulk of Bri-
tain’s missiles and weapons there
will be left behind.

SAIGON — South Vietnamese Pre-
sident Gen. Nguyen Van Thieu
criticised the United States for
assuming the central role in peace
efforts. He rejected: suggestions that
the US should unconditionally halt
bombing of North Vietnam.

PEKING — Peking has bought from
Malaysia directly 13,000 tons of
rubber in one week — one of the
biggest purchases by China in any
week directly from Malaysia.

JAKARTA — Acting President
General Suharto and visiting Philip-
pine President ,Ferdinand Marcos
voiced their determination to pro-
mote the growth of the Association
of = South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) of which both nations
are active members.

LAHORE — A probe into the large
number of failures in university
examinations in Pakistan has been
ordered by President Ayub Khan.
The causes are said to be dearth of
qualified teachers, inadequate back-
ground knowledge and commercial-
isation of education,

KUALA LUMPUR — Prime Minis-
ter Tunku Abdul Rahman said he
would discuss the formation of a
Moslem commonwealth of nations
with the Shah of Iran, during the
latter’s visit to Malaysia.

COLOMBO® — 16,956 people of
Indian descent in Ceylon have been
given Indian citizenship since 1964.
Under the Indo-Ceylon agreement,
India is to take back 525,000,
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nist Parties of the world in Budapest
in February. It is already clear that
the Chinese and Albanians will not
participate. In any case, the confe-
rence will be of greatest importance
for the whole of Eastern Europe.

There are of course the headaches

Britain’s brick

which 1968 . inherited from 1967:
Vietnam, the Middle East, the Nige-
rian civil war, the pound and dollar
crisis, and many more.

The real question of 1968 will be
one of leadership. Will Europe, at
the moment when America is carry-
ing more than her share of responsi-
bility everywhere, .develop the new

initiatives which are obviously need- -

ed in many fields? And which states-
men in Europe will do so?

on Asian toes

$ rroM GorboN WISE

LONDON  Britain must be the first imperial power whose former colonies
plead for her presence to remain. This was seen recently in Glpraltar where a
local plebiscite decided overwhelmingly in favour of retaining the British

association.

Now we have Mr Lee Kuan Yew,
Prime Minister of Singapore, making
a well-publicised visit to London to
lobby Cabinet and Opposition leaders
on behalf of his island Republic, in
a bid to have' Britain stay East of

Suez, Mr Lee was not only speaking

for himself. He had the confidence
of a man with the solid support of
other Governments in the Common-

wealth; Australia, New Zealand and"

Malaysia.

The new Prime Minister of Austra-
lia, Senator John Gorton, sent Mr
Lee a strong message of support. The
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tunku
Abdul Rahman, wished him *“good
luck” —  though he has not always
wished his neighbour well. Prime

Minister Holyoake of New Zealand

expressed similar sentiments.

Hard facts of life N

The plea by these countries for
Britain to remain in the East is not
wholely unselfish. Mr Lee has made
it clear that the benefit would be
mutual. He needs the stability which
defence security gives, to build up his
promising economic advance. He
reminds Britain not only of the £200
million pounds which Singapore
holds in London, but of certain other
hard facts of life; for example, if Bri-
tain pulls out of Singapore it would
be “useless” to keep 10,000 troops in.
Hong Kong. “Without Singapore,
the Red Guards can run riot in Hong
Kong”, said Mr Lee, much to the
annoyance of Hong Kong leaders

who advised him to stick to his
mandate which “does not include
Hong Kong”.

The Singapore leader is pressing
for a conference of countries interest-
ed — Britain, Australia, New Zealand,
with himself and Malaysia — to consi-
der defence guarantees for the area.
He realises that he cannot expect the
Americans,
volvement, to do more.

This of course is one major reason
why the United States is very con-
cerned.. The Americans feel that the

British presence in the Far - East

makes for stability and helps them to
“buy time” for the developing nations
to build up their strength in face of
Chinese Communist expansionism.

However, as fast as Britain tries to
save foreign exchange by pulling out
from Singapore and other areas, and
by cancelling her order for 50 F-lil
aircraft, she deals a double blow at
‘the United States. It weakens the
American situation by adding to her
own defence burden and also under-
mines her own balance of payments,
not in too healthy a state just now,

The effect, therefore, on the United.

States is to nudge her towards reduc-
ing her defence expenditure in Europe
— including, perhaps, bases in Bri-
tain. L

For major powers at least, far- -

reaching economic decisions cannot
be taken in isolation. Britain’s own
economic headache should be cured
— but a brick dropped on the small-
est toe can also be very painful.

Chinese pressure on Nepal

FROM RAM PATRAO

KATHMANDU ' Last week there was an unprecedented fuss over the
screening of some Indian movies here when two of them — “Farz” and
“Saheed” — were banned after receiving unusual official attention.

The “Panic in Bangkok” style
Indian musical hit Farz was verbally
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ordered off the screen by the Kath-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

with their Vietnam in-

" BOMBAY —

PATNA — Two Ministers resigned
from the United Front Government,
plunging Bihar State into a new
political crisis. The rival Congress-

Soshit Dal alliance immediately
demanded the dismissal of the
Ministry. :

CALCUTTA — Even as six Con-

gress members of the West Bengal
Legislature took oath as Ministers
of Dr P C. Ghosh’'s Government,
new defections threatened the Con-
gress-PDF coalition.

1

MADRAS — A consultative meet-
ing of DMK leaders decided to con-
vince the students that their anti-
Hindi agitation was in the interests
of neither the students, the Govern-
ment or the language issue.

NEW DELHI — Over six lakhs of
matriculates and two lakhs of
undergraduates left-- schools and
colleges in the country every year
without much hope of getting suit-
able employment, according to
Deputy Minister for Labour S. C.
Jamir,

PATIALA — Punjab Chief Ministier
Lachhman Singh Gill announced
that moral and spiritual instruction
would be imparted in schools in
the State.

NEW DELHI — Justice Mohammed
Hidayatulla was appointed Chief
Justice of India from February 25.

Preventive agencies
seized Rs 14.5 crores smuggled
goods in the Bombay area last year
— Rs 10 crores more than in 1966.

NEW DELHI — Prices throughout
the ' country rose 15 per, cent last

. year — the highest-ever increase in

a single year.

NEW DELHI — Soviet Premier
Alexei Kosygin will visit India dur-
ing the Republic Day Celebrations.

Yugoslav President Tito will also
be present. 2
TRIVANDRUM — Kerala Chief

Minister E.M.S, Namboodiripad said
public property worth Rs 122,672
was destroyed during the students’
~agitation in the State last year.

NEW DELHI — India signed a
cultural exchange agreement with
Mongolia — the 21st country with

which she has such an agreement.

* MADRAS — Dock workers conti-

nued their strike, which began on
January 15, preventing the unload-
ing of six food ships. They are
demanding free uniforms.

~The week in INDIA~
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FROM THE WORLD’S CAPITALS order. But Foreign Minister Bisga of 'its intense revolutionary re-
N2 ' is understood to have been in publican sentiments. S

o favour of the film’s continued show- Censuring thes Censor Board's

FrROM PAGE 19 ing despite the Chinese objection. action, the ]}:Io’ther{anc_i editorially

mandu Commissioner, without assign- Nonethless, competent observers commented: “Such incidents reflect

the lack of planning and co-ordina-
tion between the various Government
departments. It also shows that
there is really no code of operation
and that things are very often run
on personal whims and fantasies.”

It is, however, interesting that the ,
Chinese are going on merrily in this |
dspect.  Revolutionary anti-Indian
and anti-US films are freely shown'
over drinks at the local Chinese Em-
bassy to Nepali students, and to the
rural folk in the Terai region and
along the Chinese-built Kathmandu
— Lhasa highway.

maintain that the Government had to
succumb to Chinese pressure. Not
long before the Nepal Government
had acted similarly with regard to
an American documentary, “Vietnam
Realities”, the screening of which in
a local movie-house was objected to
by the Chinese.

ing any reason, after having been
duly approved by the Censor Board
of Nepal and exhibited for four weeks.

Sources close to official circles told
this correspondent that some Chinese
Embassy officials here who had ear-
lier visited the movie took objection
to some scenes pertaining to the in-
dictment of the Chinese. When the
Chinese informally invited the atten-
tion of Prime Minister Thapa, he
attended a showing for a personal
review, This was followed by a
verbal order for the film’s immediate
withdrawal without an official ban

The week

UK CUTS SERVICES,
COMMITMENTS

LONDON—Labour Prime Minister
Harold Wilson said all British forces
in Asia would be withdrawn by 1971,
apart from 10,000 servicemen in
Hong Kong. Britain had also cancel-
led ' its multi-million dollar order for
American F-111  fighter-bombers.
Wilson also announced cuts in social

Revolutionary sentiments

The Indian® award-winning film
Saheed is reported to have been forc-
ed off the screen following a special
showing in the royal palace because

lion worth of gold, held by the US
Treasury, to fight off gold speculators.
The price of gold would be maintain-
ed at $35 an ounce. :

FRENCH-CHINESE GRAIN
DEAL

PARIS—France will sell China 6.6

elsewhere

services, including education, in a
new drive to save Britain’s economy.

'US TO MAINTAIN GOLD lakh tons of wheat this year, accord-

PRICE ' ing to reliable sources here. With a
WASHINGTON—President Johnson, ' big wheat surplus France needs to
in his State of the Union address, find markets outside the Common
urged Congress to end the 25 per Market.. The French deal follows
cent gold cover for the American China’s agreement one month ago to

currency. This would free $12 mil- buy over one million tons of wheat
from Canada.

BERLIN PROPOSAL

BERLIN—Russia_proposed a return
to four-power jurisdiction over Berlin
(USSR, US, UK, France). This could
lead to demolition of the Berlin Wall

onment of the Gold Standard in 1931
It will affect the currency systems ?f
most countries, and above all it will
reserves both for speculation and jnvolve important changes In the

other purposes. 'international monetary system now| "ot b LeTio ton, of
Unlike other countries France con- represented by the IMF. In exchangé Re division of the City.
verts its dollar reserves as far as We in this country must watchf ~ o rgeco r‘llists?la demanded West
possible into gold by tendering doll- (.t} “care these international forces; Gl . o ingcorlon of the Oder-
ars to the US Federal Reserve Bank. (o are not in a position to influence f o 0 DSt porating Germany's
The intention is that the gold value them but they may create important o recognit%)orow?ces In Poland,
of the dollar, which has been kept at reper’cussiODS on our economy. For n of East Germany,
NUCLEAR TREATY DRAFT

C. N. VAKIL — FROM PAGE 11

a level which is considered Iow by .yample, the support which the IMF

some, must be raised. This would in ;5 pow able to give to the exchange

. 9 X 1

other words mean the devaluation of of the rupee may not be avail- | GENEVA—After two years of i

the dollar. Z{t}:_e The meghanism of the IMI*; I:ilatgms Russia and the Us tab?e%go; |

Recent trends show 'that interna- may undergo a change., In terms O ra1 treaty banning the spread of ]

tional forces are working in this ha dollar and sterling, the relation | nuclear weapons, The 17-nation dis- i

direction, though the US authorities, ¢ the rupee will undergo a change | armament conference here will dis- i
with the help of some friendly coun- affecting our foreign trade and other Sllfls Fhe draft before it goes to the

tries, are trying to organise effective
defence against this sort of attack on
4he dollar,

How long this tug-of-war will con-
tinue is difficult to say. But if the
dollar is devalued at a future date
and the price of gold in terms of the
dollar has to be raised, it will be an
event, perhaps as great or of even
greater importance in the history of
the world, compared with the aband-

foreign economic relations.
Let us hope however that such a

fundamental disturbance to our €co-
nomy will not occur and that th-e _US
will be able to maintain the existing
relation between dollar and gold,
with the help of its own huge gold
reserves as well as with the help of
some other countries who are willing
to help in maintaining the present
system,

FIVE-DAY WEEK
MOSCOW—The five-
troduced earlier this vear. ; ivi

Russians to drink, yreﬁoiiegrlvigg
Moscow th_erary Gazette. Sales of ‘
alcoholic d_rmk have risen over 24 '
per cent since shops, libraries and ‘
other institutions began to close ;
earlier, ‘

day week, in-
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Australia after Holit

Y

THE ELECTION by the Liberal Party of
Senator Gorton to the Prime Minis-
tership, defeating Mr Paul Hasluck,
seems to presage some changes -in
Australian policies.

Harold Holt had led the Liberals
to a record victory in November,
1966. As the House is not due for
re-election until November,” 1969,
Senator Gorton has plenty of time to
consolidate. )

Holt had established close relations
with the United States, and a closer
relationship with South-East Asia
than any previous Prime Minister.
Gorton has said specifically that he
proposes to foster these lines of fore-
ign policy.

The unanswered questions at the
moment relate to Britain. In the
White Paper on withdrawal East of
Suez, Britain did indicate a desire for
a base, or the use of a base, in Aus-
tralia. Holt had left this question
unresolved and nobody knows where
Gorton stands on it.

Alliance with US

Gorton has said publicly Australia
cannot fill the gap left by British
withdrawal, but an aspect of with-
drawal needs elucidation. An intri-
guing section of -the British Defence
White Paper says:

“We shall continue to honour our
obligations under SEATO, but forces
assigned to specific SEATO plans will
be progressively altered in nature and
size... We shall honour the Anglo-
Malaysia Defence Agreement... We
shall also continue to make a substan-
tial contribution to the Commonwealth
Strategic Reserve, which contains
naval, land and air forces.\‘ We shall be
discussing continued co-operation with
our Commonwealth partners, includ-
ing the future of the Commonwealth
Brigade, to which Australia and New
Zealand contribute... @We cannot
assume that, once we have left Singa-
pore and Malaysia, we shall never again
have to use our forces in the Far East,
since we shall have dependencies and
other obligations there for the forsee-
able future.,
ning to have ‘a military capability of
use, if required, in the area... We
are continuing to examine the possi-
bility of using facilities in Australia and
of making a new staging airfield in the
‘British Indian Ocean Territory.”

The  Australian Labor Party
somewhat surprisingly responded to
this, and adopted as policy:

“Britain has announced her inten-
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BY K. E. BEAZLEY

We are therefore plan- '

Mr  Beazley
has represented
Fremantle i n
the Australian
House of Repre-
sentatives since
1945. He i s
Vice-Chair -
man of the Joint
Foreign  Rela-
tions Committee
of . the Senate
.and House of:
Represen-
tatives, and is Chairman of the Labor
Party Foreign Affairs Committee., -

tion to have mobile forces available

for use, if required, in the area. Aus-

tralia must recognise Britain'’s inten-

tion and co-operate with it.”

Concretely, however, Australia has
entered into.a military arrangement
which binds it close to the United
States and there will be strong mili-
tary pressure from within Australia
to keep it that way. Australian pub-
lic opinion is for the alliance and the
relationship to the United States is
similar to the past relationship with
Britain. While the legal right of
Australia to declare neutrality exists,
the impulse does not exist.

Two key ideological questions for
Australia are Papua-New Guinea and
the Australian Aborigines. Much of
the discussion in Australia turns on

the false issue of fixing a date for
Papuan Independence. This is not the
result -of pressure in New Guinea
itself.

What will Australia do ?

The real issue, whether Papua-
New Guinea becomes independent
tomorrow or 20 years hence, is what
is Australia going to do to make
Papua-New Guinea a viable nation,

and when is it going to make the

decision. — come wind come wea-
ther, come independence or not —
to go all out to achieve this. It must
unify 2,500,000 people in 1000 tribes
speaking 700 languages. '

It means 15 years of solid invest-
ment with no expectation of return
and a sheer gift of some $50 million
to $80 million a year in roads, ports,
power, irrigation and public works. It
means the teaching of a wunifying
language. English is the language of
education. Pidgin is becoming the
lingua franca.

Annual grant

At present the Australian grant is
$80 million a year and internal re-
venues of Papua-New Guinea amount
to about $50 million. The entire
grant could easily go on the economic
infrastructure. In addition to the
$80 million Australia spends $27
million on defence (largely on the
Pacific Island Regiments), and some
$13 million on works.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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K. SANTHANAM — FROM PAGE I3

. struggle for freedom. Established as

the unchallenged ruler of India, its
leaders manned the Central and State

- Governments, But with the assassina-

tion of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948 and
the death of other great leaders and
alienation of Rajaji, the popularity of
the Congress began to decline though
the  prestige and personality of
Jawaharlal Nehru ~maintained its
ascendency till his death in 1964.
Since then the Congress has pro-
gressively lost its popularity and this

was demonstrated in the General
Elections of 1967 when a majority of
State Governments went under the
control of non-Congress Govern-
ments. s

In spite of illusory claims of some
of its leaders, the Indian National
Congress is now only one of the

political ~parties in India. If its
leaders recognise this fact ' and
visualise their role properly, and

function accordingly it may still have
a significant part to play in the evo-
lution of democratic politics in
India. But if, as some of them do,
they cherish the hope of single party

hegemony, they are bound to be dis-
appointed and the place of the Con-
gress may be taken up by other
partiesgwho are willing to accept the
verdict of the people and join other
parties in coalition wherever. they are
not in a majority.

Further, the loss of popularity of
the Congress has been due to a large
extent to its neglect of moral values
and concentration on intrigue and
power politics. It looks as if the
Congress can be saved only by a new
leader who can sweep off the plat-
form all the old leaders in the same
way as Gandhiji did in 1920.
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AUSTRALIA—FROM PAGE 21

The power to legislate for Abori-
gines was made a national, not a
state matter. The new power has not
yet been used -— Holt’s intentions
before his death are not known, and
Gorton’s opinions have not yet been
expressed.

On the surface Australia seems

economically dynamic, despite a most
terrible drought for two years in vital
parts of the Eastern States.
- The major city of Sydney is being
transformed by G. J. Dusseldorp’s
magnificent conception of Australia
Square, and, generally speaking, Aus-
tralian cities are undergoing.improve-
ment.

As for Aborigines, Holt had
received a massive 90 per cent vote
for a radical transformation of Abori-
ginal policy in the only referendum
in Australian . history which
carried in every electorate and every
subdivision of every electorate.

Huge iron ore deposits

The world consumption of iron ore
is 600 million tons (1967). By 1977
it is expected to be 1200 million tons,
and by 1987, 2400 million tons. Even
if these fantastic increases in demand
are an underestimate, one new Aus-
tralian field, the seemingly thankless
desert of the Pilbara area in Western
Australia, will meet it. The iron ore
deposit is estimated at 125 million
million tons! And this is but one

NEW INDIA

for all your
general insurance
needs

THE NEW INDIA
ASSURANCE COMPANY
LIMITED

Registered Office:
New India Assurance Building,
Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Fort, BOMBAY 1

was

Hounvat, January 26, 1968

field. There are others. Within 10
years the now obscure Western Aus-
tralian port of Dampier will be shift-
ing a greater tonnage of cargo than
Sydney, though the cargo will simply
be iron ore.

The real test for Australia with
iron ore prosperity will be the test
with which a prosperous society like
Sweden has already been confronted.
The iron ore and other minerals like
copper, manganese and nickel, give
Australia the prospect of a great
income abroad, perhaps not subject
to the fluctuations of wheat, wool,
dairy produce, meat and sugar, and
in any case supplementing other in-
come. A massive inflow of capital
solves balance-of-payment problems
while the plant, railways and smelt-
ing- works are under construction.

Sapping nation's vitality

With this wealth will Australia
became the permissive society or the
purposeful society? Pressure is on
for the legalisation of abortion, homo-
sexuality and drugs and for easy
divorce. This assault on the nation's
life-giving powers, if it succeeds, may
rob the nation of mind and will and
conviction. 4 ;

A wealthy, permissive society
which smiles on perverted play is too
selfish to look outside itself to the
needs of the world around. A moral
neutrality towards hunger and chaos
is one aspect of a fool’s paradise.

Political and military neutrality is
advocated by some. It can be basegl
on a valid military argument that if
Australia went all out for a powerful
military force, like Israel, it could,
with an infinitely more favourable
strategic situation than Israel, render
itself very tough indeed. An acade-
mic, Max Teichman, has set the
argument out brilliantly in a pamph-
let, “Australia, Armed and Neutral.”

Neutrality rejected

Is neutrality always moral and
always a way to security, or does it
in fact sometimes act parasitically on
the will-to-freedom of others? Aus-
tralia and Sweden have diametrically
opposite histories. Australia has
been involved in all the wars. Sweden
has avoided them. A fascinating de-
bate took place in the Western
Australian Labor Party Conference
last year on the proposal that Aus-
tralian Labor should follow fellow
Social Democrats in Sweden into a
policy of neutrality. Conference was
swayed by delegates who affirmed
that Swedish ‘‘neutrality” in the
Second World War had betrayed

Norway's freedom (by allowing pass-
age of German occupation troops) and
that Sweden had actively assisted
Nazi subjugation of Europe by pro-
viding the metals for the Nazi war
machine. Conference rejected the
neutrality proposals.

Australia, involved in the Vietnam
War, needs a far higher awareness of
the sufferings of the people of Viet-
nam. Regardless of the justification
or non-justification of the war,- the
villagers of Vietnam are being
ground between the upper and nether
millstones of Communist ideological
armies and Western military power.
The Australian Labor Party, opposed
to the war, proposes sanctuary for the
people of Vietnam pending interna-
tionally conducted elections. If this
were ever workable, “sanctuary”
would involve Australia in a commit-
ment of many more troops than she
has in Vietnam at present.

It remains to be seen whether
Senator Gorton, though probably
more vehemently in favour of inter-
vention in Vietnam than any other
Cabinet Minister (this is not t6 sug-
gest any of them oppose it), will ex-
pand the medical, ideological, civil

.and economic assistance in Vietnam

as well as the military commitment,
which he is expected to expand.
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‘‘National Games’’ a
misnomer

WITH MORE THAN two dozen national
federations controlling games India can
put up a spectacular sport display when
the opportunity occurs. One would
think that the National Games, promoted
by the Indian Olympic Association, would
_provide such an occasion. ;

But this is not the case with our Na-
tional Games. What should figure as the
country’s biggest sporting event is reduc-
ed to a second-rate routine. The twenty-
third annual National Games of India,
held in Madras in the third week of this
month, were no exception. Most of the
federations kept aloof, and only athletics,
weight-lifting, shooting, cycling, judo and
oriental-style wrestling were on view.

National Games must get top priority
in every sports calendar and get the
status of a proving ground for national
representation and support.

Mo;:lest show

For A MEET promoted by the IOA in the
Olympic year, the Madras show was
moderate in standard. There were many
laudable performances by individuals, it
is true, but none of these would stand
up to the intense competition of world
championships like the Olympics.

The star athlete was Punjab’s Pravin
Kumar, the young giant who stands 6ft

X 7 in his socks and
weighs 190 Ib.
After winning the
Asian champion-
ship in discus in
December 1966,
he, has been im-
proving with every
competition
threw his best to
beat his own na-
tional record with
54.22 metres, He
also swung the
hammer to a na-
tional record dis-
tance of 62.12
metres. Though
these marks are
still short of the Indian qualifying stand-
ard, he is capable of attaining it provided
he concentrates on one item, preferably
discus. \

Another field athlete with hopes of
qualifying is Labh Singh of Uttar Pradesh,
who equalled the national record with a
long jump of 7.55 metres. Among the
track men Kirpal Singh (Punjab) looks
‘the most promising, He won both the
5000 metres and the 10,000 metres with
ease. His hope lies in the longer distance,
though his effort of 30 min./34.4 seconds
needs to be considerably improved.

A lone girl comes into the tour picture
with the record high jump of 1.57 metres.

Pravin Kumar —
6 ft. 7 in his socks

and *

She is Loretta Gomez of Madras. A few
more centimetres might gain her selec-
tion,

These athletes get their final chance
during a coaching camp in Ootacamund
(Nilgiri Hills) in May. The site is chosen
because of its 7500 ft. altitude, the same
as Mexico City where the Olympic Games
are to be held in October. With them
will be 60 other athletes with little
hope of attaining the selection standard.
One exception, however, could be Bhim
Singh of the Services who won for India
the Asian high jump title in Bangkok
with a record leap of 2.06 metres. Young
and full of promise, Bhim Singh can
develop into a potential Olympic finalist.
He did not participate in the Madras Na-
tional.

Junior athletes

MoRE than these star performers, it
was the junior athletes who impressed at
Madras. Of these teenagers, high jump-
ers M. Sur (Bengal), Om Prakash (Punjab)
and Pokermal (Rajasthan) were outstand-
ing with clearances around 6ft. (1.8
metres). Long jumpers G. C. Kar (Benng.l)
L. Louis (Maharashtra) and Paramjit
Singh (Punjab) will bear watching and
grooming. ¢ ;

Among the shooters a Patiala prince,
Randhir Singh, provided a sensation b}f
getting the better of Mahz.araja Karni
Singh of Bikaner in the clay pigeon event.
Karni Singh’s daughter, Princess Ba;ya_l-
shree, however, ruled supreme both in air
rifle and trap shooting, winning _the junior
as well as women’s championships,

Better hockey planning
needed

IN ITS PREOCCUPATION with tours to
Pakistan and Kenya, the Indian Hockey
Federation seems to be making a mess
of the home National Championshlg, To
acclimatise our team for Mexico’s alltxtude,
the National is to be conducted in the
Nilgiri Hills (Wellington and Aruvankadu).
But one wonders whether the IHF has
taken the precaution of ascertaining the
weather conditions likgly to prevail at
sites in early February. e
th(laé(eJt far from Ogtacamund, where it is
near-freezing these days, Aruvankz}du
can be painfully chill. The Federation
would do well to inform all the teams
to come prepared for the cold. The.se
slopes are thinly populatgd, ar}d sr.)ecta*
tor interest in the Championship will be
negligible even in fine weather. j
With better planning the F.ederatlon
could have conducted this important
competition in warmer months and saved
the teams and their supporters much
discomfort.

World Cup Football
film

“GOAL” depicts the thrills and spills of
the World Cup Football series at Wem-
bley, London, in 1966. Along with high-
lights of each match, this 101-minute

»

This India

NOTHING IMPOSSIBLE
THE

IMPOSSIBLE is being achieved at
Panchgani ‘““Asia Plateau”, the new
Moral Re-Armament centre which
overlooks the Krishna Valley. Poised
between South-East Asia on one hand
and West Asia and Europe on the
other, Panchgani belongs to the world.
The way it has been built is an
amazing story.

Three hundred men and women
worked round the clock, many toiling
22 out of 24 hours, to hit the deadline
of January 20. The contractor, Mr
Kotnis, supervised the work personally
until 6 am on many days. Built in
eleven months ‘“Asia Plateau” has
broken records in the history of build-
ing construction in this part of India,
The quality of work and perfection
matches the glory of the site.

Men of all trades — electricians
plumbers, sweepers, furnishers ' —.
worked side by side without any de-
marcation line to complete the job
Along with the Indians worked men
a_nd women from East and West at a
time when Europe and Asia are draw-
ing apart. The Australian architect
V\_nth his firm gave his services and
time f;ee of charge and travelled thrice
to India paying his own fare to super-
vise the work. A British engineer
came and worked without salary.

Thousands flocked in from villages
around for the opening, in search of
something new — peasants, workers
students in uniform, villagers in gaih;

dressed clothes. Man
10. miles, Y velkechi

Those who

s were responsi
building this ce Ponsible for

ntre decided to
on the principle of nothj ; W&?rk
possible. hing being im.

Could it be that inst
ing and piosity, Indiaeagngf 113;3§Ch-
could. pattern a new way of livin o5
. working for ‘the world? If giVeg b s
chance the ordinary Indian couldnbutilllg

a new nation and a ne
) w i
cord time. worldeiahe

Her Chrmnticy

colour film shows human moments —
the players’ despair and hilarity, and the
spectators’ reactions. Students, sportsmen
and anyone else interested in the film
should contact the British Information
Services.

e topscorer

Huviviat, January 26, 1968

GURCHAN SINGH
1912-1965

THE SCENE is a press conference in
occupied Singapore at the height of
World War II. It is called by the
Japanese Military Government want-
ing to instruct Malayan newspapers
on how to slant the war news in
the Japanese-German fashion. Little
do the Japanese know that among
the invited journalists is one -of
their worst enemies, posing as a
reporter for a Punjab Malayan
paper. There is a M $100,000 re-
ward for his arrest.

The wuninvited guest was a
reporter all right, but for the so-
called “Singa” (Lion) underground
news sheet. His name was Gurchan
Singh. Even though only a handful
of people knew the identity of the
editor, resistance fighters in diffe-
rent parts of Malaya ~got their
inspiration and their news of the
allied war effort by reading “‘Singa’’.

At the time of the Japanese in-
vasion at end of 1941 Gurchan
Singh was a policeman in Ipoh in
northern Malaya. As the Japanese

+rapidly advanced, he found himself

one day left behind the enemy
lines in Kuala Lumpur. With the
help of his brothers — one of them
later killed during the war — he
got himself a radio set and set up
a secret printing press. The exist-
ence of the printing press was such
a closely guarded secret that not
even his own wife and parents knew
it — until he was betrayed in the
spring of 1945 by a man who broke
down under torture.

He was woken up in the middle
of the night by soldiers who search-
ed the house and found the print-
ing press. Three armed guards kept
watch over him. But, knocking
them all out, he escaped into’ the
night. He moved north under dis-
guise through Malaya to join up
with the British troops in Burma.
Part of the time he kept himself
alive through working for the
Japanese on the Thailand “Death
Railway”’. ;

He was hailed as the “Lion of
Malaya’”. (After the war he took
an active part in sports organising,
and was the President of the Asian
Cycling Confederation.) During the
confrontation with Indonesia he was
in charge of the personal security
of Prime Minister Tunku Abdul
Rahman. In 1965 when he was on
his way to Singapore to prepare for
the Prime Minister’s visit there, a
traffic accident took his life.

B. J.

This was a Life) —

STUDENT TROUBLE

IN RECENT YEARS there has been a startling
increase in youth participation in poli-

tics and a trend to use stones and slogans -
where discussion formerly sufficed. The

usual reaction to this from those who are
not young any longer is a sigh, a curse or
a lusty ‘“hear, hear’.

It is important that we regard today’s
tendencies not as the disease but as its
outward manijfestations.

Political participation is not wrong or
even unhealthy, but dogmatism' or in-
tolerance, blind following and imposition
of doctrines are.

Students who are ‘‘exploited” by poli-
tical parties today allow it because they
have not been taught to think independ-
ently. For good or bad, they have since
birth had ways of thinking imposed upon
them at home, in the school. In the more
open world of college life they succumb
to the most astute. Of course, irate
guardians will ask why students do not
succumb to the classroom lectures.

The answer is that politics are more

exciting than classroom lectures. Lectures
will have to be more curiosity arousing
than they are. \

Much soul searching is necessary in all
persons if conditions are to improve. If
the aura of violence in the land is to go,
it will not do to keep on blaming some
people. There is room for improvement

everywhere — in students, in teachers, in

politicians and in the home.
RATNA SEN, Calcutta 19

PANCHGANI| — FROM PAGE 9

people from 21 countries have contri-
buted so far towards the Centre.
The first gift was Rs 5000 .from
an Indian widow. It was matched by
another Rs 5000 from a Bombay
student. A British farmer who work-
ed in India for 30 years gave his life
savings. A painter from Finland did

a mural in an Iceland church and his

fee went straight to Panchgani. Le
Corbusier’s niece sold a painting by
her uncle. In a school in Wales, a
girl sold her pony; another polished
shoes of her classmates and sent the
money to the Centre,

The architect of the Centre, Mr
Gordon Brown of Australia, with his
firm Brown and Davies, contributed
services, skill and time free of charge.
Bilaney and Company, an Indian firm
of consulting engineers, also gave
their serviges free.

The next phase of construction is
now under way.

SAVE 359

GET A 3-YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION TO

HIMMAT

HivivaT, January 26, 1968

 (etters

WIDER HORIZONS

I HAVE in the Senior (ISC) Class 57 boys,
and would like each to subscribe to
HimMAT — for the. intrinsic worth of the
magazine, for widening their mental
horizons and supplying matter on current
affairs etc, for essays, for stimulating
matter for our debating society.

Please quodte me your rates
copies.

Since writing this, I’ve decided to make
HimMmAT an “English Text Book™ for the
course. Our Rector is using HiMMAT for
the Standard X Moral Science Class,

SCHOOLMASTER, Bihar
Name withheld by request —Ed.

STRANGE

RECENTLY M. L. Jaisimha was asked to
join our Indian touring side in Australia,
This step is nothing but very strarige.
Somehow we always set bad examples in
international cricket.

I have never heard that when every
member of a touring side is fit, a player
is called to strengthen the side. It creates
nothing but complications. If Jaisimha
was not good why was he sent? If he
proved a good player why was he ignored?

SHARAD PANCHOLI, Bombay 19
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3 .Barefoot in the
Park >

NEW EMPIRE, BOMBAY

THE UPS AND DOWNS of newly married life
provides the theme of Paramount’s far-
fetched comedy ‘“Barefoot in the Park”.
Jane Fonda exuber-
antly portrays the
high-spirited young
wife and is well sup-
ported by Robert
Bedford as the more
staid husband who
finally kicks over the

Mildred

/ traces.
Natwick, the surprisingly mild mother-in-

law, pairs off with Charles Boyer, his
usual delightful self as a Bohemian-type
neighbour. ¥

Produced by Hal Wallis, the film is
based on the well-known Broadway play

by Neil Simon. It provides amusing
though trivial entertainment for adults.
SCREENER

25



INFORMED DIPLOMATS, writes the
Indian- Express, see India faced
with perhaps her greatest decision
in recent times,

Will she sign the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty?

The super-powers maintaining a
precarious balance of atomic ter-
ror are keen that there should not
be a world-wide and uncontrolled
production of nuclear bombs. They
reckon that rulers of nations can
act in madness or panic. Any gov- -
ernment with a finger on a nuclear
button could, in a momentary fit
of lunacy or insecurity, bring about
large scale death and desolation.

They are right. Similar bouts of
irrationality could, of course, cause
the super-powers to wreak destruc-
tion in a somewhat bigger dimen-
sion.

The knowledgeable diplomats,
however, are wrong. To sign or
spurn_the non-proliferation pact is
not the most important decision
facing India or her rulers.

Of infinitely greater moment is
a simpler question. Will we Indians,
as a race (or races) or govern-
ment, or as individuals, be honest
or not? Will we come out with the
truth or try to push it under a
carpet that will soon be reduced
to shreds?

Dishonesty has two .effects. It
makes us say, and after a time be-
lieve, that things are not as bad
as they seem. And it leads us to
the view that, if they are foul, there
is no hope of replacing them with
something fresh.

Headlines
It is entirely possible to disbe-
lieve both rottenness and the

blossoming of greatness. It is
thoroughly feasible to read the
newspaper headlines and move on
to a thought or discussion about
the next movie.

Did you read page 9 of last Sun-
day’s Times of India? Column one
features the fury of the West Ben-
gal Congress boss, Atulya Ghosh,
at Central leaders receiving Con-
gress dissidents from his State.
Column two has a headline, “Train
Detained”, under which is printed
an item about 500 students in
Andhra scribbling anti-Hindi slo-
gans on trains after stopping them.
It has another story about many

Mr Educated Citizen

by Rajmohan Gandhi

Andhra students abstaining from
schools and colleges.

Column three has the following
headlines one after the other,
«Students Raid Newspaper Office”
(in Indore), “Nagpur Varsity Con-
vocation Ends in Fiasco” and
«Students Tear-gassed” (in Banga-
lore).

The fourth column does not lag
behind. “Ex-Ministers Who Incite
Violence” (in Bengal) and “SVD
Fails to Reconcile Differences”
(in the UP) are the cheery head-
ings.

Not to be outdone, column five
comes up with “Police Fire on
Unruly Students” (in Birbhum
District, Bengal) and “Industry
Groans Under Heavy State Levy”.

The same column speaks of peo-
ple quietly pointing “to notorious
corruption in high quarters” and
of “the scandals in high life in India
which seem so frequent”. This
particular bit, however, is from
the “Hundred Years Ago” section
and is extracted from the paper’s
edition dated January 21, 1868.

Columns six to eight hold out
promises of fast healing and a

sweeter life, but they are sponsor-

ed by Burnol and Cadbury’s.
“Thy name is optimism”’

The Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Morarji Desai, repeats his advice
to' businessmen to cultivate an op-
timistic outlook. Hinting that he
would change the very concept of
taxation so that there would be no
complaints, he said that the coun-
try would be “in a position to over-
come all its troubles in the econo-
mic front in three or four years”.
Hailing him, the new Congress Pre-
sident, Mr Nijalingappa, said,
“Morarjibhai, thy name is optim-
ism.”

It seems that a few hours later
Messrs Desai and Nijalingappa had
to give up inaugurating India’s first
Cinerama theatre in Bangalore.
With 10,000 demonstrators block-
ing the road to the theatre, shout-
ing slogans, some of them throw-
ing stones, the function was aban-
doned in a cloud of tear-gas.

These riots reveal dissatisfac-
tion. They also expose the deploy-
ment of clever brains and large
sums of money. For stone-throw-
ings, cordon-breaking, bus-burning

and train-tarring don’t just hap-
pen. The man who feels seriously

aggrieved does not always feel like

picking up a stone and hurling it
at a person whose connection with
what has hurt him is not intimate,
And piles of stones or broomsticks
are not always conveniently locat-
ed ' at different points for use by
unhappy people. Petrol, likewise, is
not handily available to burn a ve-
hicle or a building.

There is planning and organisa-
tion behind these acts of &gi;:-l:;-
tion, and the situation could do
with intelligent co-operation be-
tween the public and Government

Our leaders may not be doiné
gll that they should, but there also
is an excessive shyness in Mr Citi-
zen and his family that lets greedy
men, bought with money or cor-
rupted with hate, call the tune,

Ordinary man must help S

It is physically impossi
p‘ol_ice to keep order'lsvithgllli tfgé
active help of the man in the Street
This wil! be true even if the pre:
sent police force in the different
states is multiplied 10 times
Which, financially, is in any case
an impossibility.

The voice in your heart th
commends the safe, cowardl;tal:é
neutral road when fraudulent men
destroy.in the name of justice ig
not to be trusted. If anarchy pre-
vails or is substituted by tyranny,

3

Mr Educated Citizen may be judg--

ed a bigger culprit than the Cabi-
net Minister.

Millions in this country are de-
cent and willing for hard work
They constitute reality every bit as
much as the riots and rioters. Who
is going to make them into g2
force?

I believe they are ready. In fac-
tories and farms, homes, shops and
offices, and in schools and colleges
they wait for the leadership of ho:
nest men.

Those who have the wisdom and
courage to admit that they have
reached the end of the road and
jettisoning pride and prejudice:
seek the partnership of men of alt
parties, classes and backgrounds
will touch the expectant chords. A
robust, prosperous India can yet be
our gift to the world.

/

FIND THE BALL
Competition No 56
2nd Prize:

< Shaving foam in
WISA, AEROSOL CAN

HOW TO PLAY

The ball in this cricket action picture has been painted
out. Allyou have to do is to mark a cross (not circle,
arrow, elc) where you think the ball is. Then cut out
the picture and coupon and send it to **Find the Ball",
c/o HIMMAT, 294 Bazargate Street, Bombay 1 before
noon on Monday, February 5

The winner will be announced in the following issue.
There is no limit to the number of entries you can

. make, but only one cross may be marked on each

picture. The Editor's decision is final.

Nearest entry wins Rs. 25
On the ball wins the Jackpoti*
*Each week half the prize of Rs. 50 will be awarded to
the nearest entry. The other half will be carried forward
to a ‘*Jackpot" to be won by the first competitor who
mf\rks EXACTLY the centre of the ball. This Jackpot
Prize will accumulate by Rs. 25 per week until it is won.

Address

1 agree to the rules of the competition as outlined above.

P SPRETINen SIS AT S BRONEDT W W RN y dnle ot
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<g WINNER OF
COMPETITION 54

is Piyush V. Desai, Nargol,
Via Sanjan, Bulsar, Gujarat.
Rs. 25 for nearest entry (2.5
mm from ball).

2nd Prize (Swish Shaving foam
in Aerosol Can) to R. S. Nata-
rajamurti, C/o MET. Office,
Begumpet Airport, Hyderabad
19. (3 mm from ball)

Next week’s Jackpot: Rs. 75
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Yours!

This is the key of a State Bank Safe Deposit
Locker. The key only you can have—because
there is no other! Rent a State Bank Safe
Deposit Locker (facility available at all our
large branches). Keep your valuables safe.
Set your mind at rest! Safe Custody facilities
for documents and valuable articles at a nominal
charge are also available.

State Bank for Service
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live it lively |
with %%.
MAFATLAL GROUP
SHIRTINGS

Style. Going places. Living it up.
Patterns — startling. Daring.
Bold. Move on. Man. Live it

lively with MAFATLAL GROUP
Shirtings for bush shirts and

other casual wear in 2x2 Cotton,
‘Terene'/ Cotton, Tebilized,
Mafinised and Stretch quality.

AEEKLY s

NEW SHORROCK (SHORROCK), Ahmedabad
NEW SHORROCK, Nadiad

STANDARD, Bombay

STANDARD (NEW CHINA), Bombay
STANDARD, Dewas
SASSOON, Bombay

SASSOON (NEW UNION), Bombay

SURAT COTTON, Surat

MAFATLAL FINE, Navsari
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