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EDITORIALS

India—road to recovery

Inpra enters its 27th year of independence in a sober
mood. The diagnosis varies on how serious the situa-
tion is. The Prime Minister says that the present
difficulties are passing. Others take a more serious
view. Whatever the difference may be on how deep the
malaise is, there is little doubt that the patient is ill.

One also needs to see India’s present situation
in a world perspective. The fact is for the last four
years India has sustained a population. of over 500
million without any consequential imports of food
graing and this was achieved in an area of 1.2 million
square miles, which works out appproximately at 450
people per square mile. The following figures indicate
the area population and number of people per square
mile supported in other countries:

Area Population No. of People
square miles per sq. mile
China 3.7 million 750 million 203
India 152 &+t ST 467
Soviet Union o R 250 29
U. S. A. 3i6 et O 58
Canada SR LR 35

In perspective of the area and population of other large
nations one realises India’s staggering achievement
in supporting such a large population — even granting
many get little to eat.

The present food crisis has affected the whole
economy and has inconvenienced millions of our ordi-
nary people who cannot readily obtain the daily
necessities of life.

The situation was much better early last year when
India could count four consecutive good monsoons and
harvests. To liberate India from its dependence on
the rains and its vagaries may prove decisive in assur-
ing food and prosperity for our millions.

That is why this week’s independence issue of
HrvinmaT has concentrated on planning for rainless
days, (see pages 20, 21) and on our vanishing forests
which have a very close connection with whether there
is adequate rainfall or not. If we denude our forests

In the footsteps of the Great

GruaTNEsS is no laughing matter! President Nixon
possibly had this in mind when he told visiting Premier
Tanaka that he is not going to be sidetracked by the
“indecent, murky, small, unimportant, vicious little
things that seem to obsess us at a time when the world
is going by.”

A few days later the following conversation took place
between a mother and her eldest progeny who came in
late for dinner.

“Where have you been?”

“Is that a truly important question to ask? I wish
Mum, you would stop wasting your time on such petty,
small, indecent things like having dinner which seem
to obsess you at a time when the world is going by.”

“You must be kidding!”

at the present rate there is a danger that large tracks
of India will become a desert. The pressure is not
only of man but of animal life that consumes vegeta-
tion, For example, in Western Rajasthan in 1951, 9.4
million animals were supported by 13.09 hectares of
grazing land. Ten years later the number of animals
grew to 14.4 million whilst the hectares for grazing
diminished to 11.04 million, The grazing land had
become a desert.

To re-forest India will need the co-operation of massive
Government publicity organs like the radio and the
co-operation of educational institutions across the
land. Schools and colleges could cultivate in our
younger people a love for nature, greenery and for
forests. For example, if every school adopts a plot of
land where the young people plant trees and nurture
them they will get an attachment for life. The Friends
of the Trees Trust could be given more co-operation
and importance than they have so far received at the
hands of the state and Central Governments,

Seventy-two districts of this country regularly
suffer {rom drought. They cover 19 per cent of our
land area and 12 per cent of our population. Added
to that is the fact that when drought strikes a district
or a state, immediate pleas are made to the centre
for allocation of drought relief works. In most cases
these relief programmes are rushed at short notice and
although land-workers are given jobs like metal-break-
ing or road digging the actual return per rupee is very
low. For example, in Maharashtra there are parts
where there is enough road metal broken to last for
five years.

To direct these drought relief efforts into more
fruitful channels Dr B. I. Minhas of the Planning
Commission has recommended an integrated program-
me in the Five Year Plan. In the last four years Re
800 crores have been spent on drought relief and
by the end of this financial year the allocation made
for drought relief will exhaust the total provision for
medium and major irrigation projects in the Five Year
Plan. The recommendation of Dr Minhas therefore
is welcome, and one hopes that it will be seriously
implemented.

“I dispute that contention. Ask Nixon and he will
tell you I am not. When I heard him speak like that to
Tanaka I suddenly realised that I had so far been side-
tracked into doing all the irrelevant things. Now the
President has spoken and I have seen the light of true
wisdom.”

“Where is your brother Tom? Has he also seen the
light of true wisdom?”

“I saw him walking out of school today. saying he is
fed up with the murky, vicious little things that are
taught there.”

“What does he want to do then?”

“Concentrate on the things that really matter,””

“Like what?”

“'I"hat is once again an indecent and irrelevant ques-
tion!”
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Briefly Speaking.....

Culture is the ability to recognise the
best in others.

MATTHEW ARNOLD

1822-1888

Bamboo tube wells

RaM Prasap CHAUDHURY JAISWAL Of
Saharsa, in Bihar, made arrangements
to buy his neighbour’s tube well. He
cultivated his 15 acres of land with
strains of high yielding wheat. DBut
when the wheat needed water, the
neighbour backed out of the deal.

Ram wag angry and desperate. He
had his own tube well, but not the
pipes to get the water out. So he
experimented with bamboo, Coir
string was used for a strainer, and
the bamboo was made water tight by
wrapping the joints with gunny bag.
Coal tar was then smeared on it.

GRALTA WAl ‘

-

“You can’t expel him for anti-party acti-

vities. He founded the party, you nin-
compoop,”

GET ODOMOS
BEFORE THE ,y%

The result? A bamboo tube well
that cost only Rg 250 against the Rs
8000 investment normally needed
for pipes. In the last five months
nearly 20,000 bamboo tube wells
have been constructed, irrigating
over 100,000 acres. Ram, the village
farmer, hag invented something that
could transform the face of the sub-
continent,

Too close for comfort

Tue Cabinet had disposed of its rou-
tine agenda and (comfortably) settled
down to voicing concern over the
present inflationary trends when Mrs
Indira Gandhi dropped her bombshell
...She asked the Ministers of her
Cabinet to cut down on their expen-
ses — on staff cars, telephones, enter-
tainments of guests, etc. And also
made it clear that the 10 per cent
cut in the salaries of Ministers im-
posed during the Bangladesh crisis
in 1971 would continue.

A Cabinet minister’s net salary
(after deduction of income tax) is
Rs 1600. But this does not include
substantial privileges such as free
accommodation, telephone and enter-
tainment facilities.

There are candidates who are
ready to serve as Union Ministers
even without salary. They would
make do only on the perquisites,

Lionising policy

“Tyg Financial Times”, London
carries a story that might be of some
interest to our Planning Commission.

Walking through the jungle, a lion
spied a mouse sitting sadly by a bush.
So he asked the mouse what was
wrong. “I am so small,” the mouse
replied, “and all the other animals
lock down upon me.” “Then,” said
the lion, “I can help you. Just stop
being a mouse and be a lion instead.”
The mouse was very grateful. “I shall
certainly do what you suggest,” he
said. “But how do I stop being a
mouse?” “That” said the lion, as he
walked scornfully away, “is for you
to decide. I formulate the policy.”

The “Upon My Word” puzzle
will be resumed next week

A forthright leader

Tue Rajya Sabha will be the poorer
for the loss of Mr Dahyabhai Patel,
leader of the Swatantra Party. Son
of a distinguished leader, Sardar
Patel, he came
into public pro-
minence in
1954 when he
became Mayor
of Bombay.
Since 1958, he
played a part in
India’s  parlia-
mentary life. In
the 1950’s Bir-
bal had attacked
him  occasion-
ally but once he
got to know him
Birbal began
to appreciate his qualities of the
heart.

Though politically he never com-
promised, as a friend he rose above
politics and in his home in Delhi
he and his wife were frequent hosts
to parliamentarians of all shades of
opinion.

He had one great quality of his
father — he feared no man. He spoke
bluntly. He had the courage to es-
pouse causes not always popular, like
Taiwan’s.

There was something lovable and
admirable about his defiant nature.
In parliament his sallies and inter-
ventions had a certain sparkle and
could prove embarrassing to the Gov-
ernment.

He had a buoyant sense of humour.
His favourite poem was Rudyard

Kipling's “If”.
Birbal

DAHYABHA1
PATEL
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World Heckey Cup

wWill India win 2

‘IWILL quit hockey if we do not
win the World Cup.” These are
the words of Randhir Singh Gentle,
the coach of our team to Amsterdam.
Brave words those, it would seem,
at first glance. India’s last major
triumph was in the 1964 Olympics
at Tokyo. Our subsequent efforts in
the Olympics, Asian Games and the
World Cup have met with failure.
How, then, is Gentle so sure? The
only possible explanation could be
that Gentle's seemingly rash state-
ment is born out of the conviction
that India does have the best side.
Time alone can tell whether
Gentle's prediction will come true.
It is, however, heartening to note
that the coach has so much confi-
dence in his words that he has stak-
ed hig entire future. And that is a
good sign, for confidence is a quality
that can play a vital role during the
fateful 10 days of the World Cup
from August 24 to September 2.
One only wishes that all hockey
lovers in the country can share
Gentle’s optimism. The fact is that
hockey is no longer the exclusive
preserve of India and Pakistan. The
Europeang have not only caught up
with the two but have even forged
ahead. In fact, West Germany emetg-
ed triumphant at the Munich Olym-
pics less than a year ago, while Spain,
Holland and Australia, to name only
three others, have also emerged as
strong contenders. In the past, the
Europeans were endowed with speed

SO THEY SAY

I do not intend to run away from my
responsibility.

DR KARAN SINGH,
Union Minister of Tourism and
Civil Aviation

I will make available at'the appropri-

ate time...whatéver records, my

own body [or interrogation, whatever
is needed. I have nothing to hide.

SPIRO AGNEW,

US Vice-President

You cannot iun away from reality.

Therefore we do accept the reality of

Bangladesh — becoming a separate
country from Pakistan.

YARUBU GOWON,

Head of State of Nigeria, who has

refused to accord formal recognition.
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and stamina alone. Now they have
acquired the skill as well. They have
also 'set about their goal of achiey-
ing world laurels with such enthusi-
asm and efficiency that they must be
even bigger threats than they were
at the Munich Games.

Thus any assessment of India’s
prospects must be tempered by the
knowledge that the field is much
more open today than ever before.
India, no doubt, will be one of the
strong contenders but at Amsterdam
they will have to reckon with first
Germany and Spain, who are in the
same group, and then Holland and
Pakistan, the two strongest teams,
on paper at least, in Group “B”.

Germany will be fielding practic-
ally the same side that won them
the Olympic title. Needless to say,
they will be most formidable. Pakis-
tan, on the other hand, cannot field
their Olympic players
since been banned. They have had to
build a side from scratch and are
thus an unknown quantity. Still, the
general quality of Pakistan being
what it is, one may expect their new
young players to give a good account
of themselves.

First crucial days

Holland, as the host country, will
have some special advantages like
familiarity with the conditions and
the rooting of their supporters. Thus
the field of 12 may be narrowed
down to four or five, viz, Germany,
India, Pakistan and Holland, with
Spain, New Zealand, Kenya and
Japan all capable of producing up-
sets.

India’s chances will depend a lot
on how they fare on the first three
days. They meet Japan on the open-
ing day on August 24. India may be
expected to clear thig hurdle. On
the next day, however, they are due
to meet Germany and must force at
least a draw to keep alive their
hopes. The following day they, play
Kenya who gave us a torrid time at
Munich,

Should India come through these
three matches unscathed, they will
be able to build up the necessary
confidence for the sterner tasks
ahead: the two remaining group
league fixtures against New Zealand
and Spain, on August 28 and 29 tes-
pectively, the semi-final on August
31 and, if all goes well, the final on
September 2.

who have:

B T 2 B e Y T G PR S A N i I R S S e i T

It is going to be an uphill strug-
gle. Just as well that a lot of em-
phasis has been placed on the physi-
cal fitness of the players, for the
World Cup is going to tax their
stamina as much as their skill. There
can be little doubt that we have :ent
out one of our fittest sides ever.
There will also be general agreement
that the side is the best we have,
even if many will continue to bemoan
the omission of Balbir at centre-
forward.,

Indeed, the biggest question mark
will be over the ability of our for-
wards to score field goals, Even if
Govinda “or
Philips  fail to
achieve a n y
marked success
a t centre-for-
ward, it is a
comfor t
1 n g thought
that Ganesh
and A shok
Kumar, on the
right wing, and
Chand Singh
and Harcharan,
on the left, are
all excellent
performers. Sur-
Jit or Baldev will be entrusted with
the penalty-corner hits and our de-
fence is extremely sound. We do
have our strong points.

Besides the quality of the opposi-
tion, two key factors need fcf) be
'take'n into account: the pitch, which
is likely to be soft, and the implica-
tions of the new offside rule. Since
a forward needs to have only two
opponents, including the goalkeeper,
bet»yeen him and the rival goal, the
tactics adopted by the teams will
have a profound effect on the out-
come. India will stick to the tradi-
ttonal 5-3-2 formation and the World
Cup will clearly show whether we
need to revise our ideas.

ASHOK KUMAR :
excellent

Too much significance need not
be attached to the preliminary games
on the Continent gince the teams
will be utilising these for various
little “experiments”. In the World
Cup,  however, every match will
count. Luck, too, may be expected to
play a part. Remember how Pakistan
bounced back into the reckoning and
won the World Cup at Barcelona
after they had virtually been elimi-
I_lated in the league phasel Inshallah,
it may be India’s turn now and they
have the men fully equipped for the
job. Personally, however, I can only
go half way with Gentle and rate our
<]:l71;mces as fifty-fifty. (See also page

Playfair
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“Walking up a down escalator™

by Kalpana Sharma

HE fanfare is over. The noise

has subsided. The heads of
Commonwealth governments have
left and normalcy is returning to the
city of Ottawa. In the words of Tru-
deau, Ottawa marked a “turning
point” for the Commonwealth.

To a great extent this is true. Yet
in the field of economic 'benefits that
accrue from
the Common-
wealth perhaps
there is still
much that re-
maing unresoly-
ed. It was 40
‘years ago, by a
strange coinci-
dence in this
very city of
Ottawa, that
the system of
Common -
wealth trade
preferences was
worked o u t strong case
Now with Britain's entry into the
EEC (European Economic Commu-
nity) the whole system is likely to be
phased out.

India’s Swaran Singh put forward
a strong case for continuation of the
Commonwealth preferences. He felt
that the Commonwealth should not
disintegrate into a system of regional
groupings and thus become “econo-
mically irrelevant”. In view of the
changed situation he felt the Com-
monwealth needed to develop its
internal potential as a trading com-
munity. He also urged that the spe-
cial trading relationship with Britain
be extended by at least one more
year in order to give the developing
countries more time to adjust. Seve-
ral Commonwealth members are
developing a special association with
the EEC. This, Singh felt, should
provide additional trading opportu-
nities.

Jamaican Premier Michael Manley,
who outlined what the 28 developing
nations in the Commonwealth feel,
caid that the greatest problem was
the relations between the rich and
the poor nations.

Manley, certainly the most articu-
late leader from the Caribbean, des-
cribed the struggle of the developing
nations on the road to economic pro-
gress as “walking up a down escala-

SWARAN SINGH :

8

tor’” — try as they might to climb
up, the momentum pulls them down.
He strongly urged the Common-
wealth to recommit itself to develop-
ment strategies to deal with this
problem of wealth disparity.

countries with the economic aspect
of the Commonwealth is understand-
able. The Jamaican Premier graphi-
cally described the losing race to

bridge the gap between the rich and -

the poor nations and the dilemma
which nationg like his face. He
pointed out the variance in the
growth rates of the developed and
the developing countries. In the last
10 years the North American’s aver-
age per capita national product was
$4000, while in Africa it was only
$200. The annual growth rate of
Noirth America was $180, while that
of Africa was only $4.5. Even if the
developed countries accepted and
implemented the Pearson Commis-
sion’s recommendation of giving one
per cent of their GNP (gross national
product) as aid, and ensured the
minimum growth rate of six per cent
in the developing countries, the
latter would still be nowhere near
catching up.

In addition, the prices of manu-
factured products are ever on the
increase. For example, 10 years ago
the Jamaican farmer bought a tractor
for the equivalents of 10 tonnes of
sugar, Today he would need 50
tonnes. “More and more of your
agricultural surplus is used up to get
not more tractors but the same trac-
tor — when you need more tractors,”
said Manley. Unless something is
done to right these price levels the

Pre-
occupation of some of the developing '

developing countries would be find-

ing their resources being “chewed up”

in the process of importing capital
goods which are essential for deve-
lopment.

Bangladesh also joined the plea
that the rich nations recognise their
responsibility towards the ' poorer
ones. Perhaps of all the developing

countries within the Commonwealth

Bangladesh will feel the pinch most
when the Commonwealth trade pre-
ferences finally go.

In the final communique only a
“hope has been expressed” that the
existing arrangements for the Com-
monwealth’s developing countries in
the markets of the developed coun-
tries other than Britain will, where-
ver possible, be maintained. Many of
the other points regarding price fluc-
tuation and the need to conserve the
foreign exchange reserves of the
developing countries were included
in the communique. Actual details
of all this cannot be settled overnight.
As one Indian official pointed out
“these issues may not be settled for
another 15 years, and till then the
Commonwealth will keep stumbling
along.”

Even though immediate decisions
are not reached in such a meeting,
perhaps, an airing of the specific
needs of nations is needed. As Mrs
Bandaranaike said, the conference
has helped them to understand the
extent of each other’s problems, spe-
cially the economic ones, in greater
detail than otherwise. All this helps
in gaining a perspective on their own
problems,

(rrand Bazar

COLABA CAUSEWAY, BOMBAY-1.
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Our vanishing forests

by Shankar Ranganathan

“INDIA was a populous land until the end of the 20th century with

an ancient and stirring history.

It was ranked among the industrial

couptries of the world, But the people multiplied recklessly, destroyed

thelr‘ land and its greenery and then in millions starved to death.”
.‘Today, the Indian subcontinent ranks with the Sahara and the

Gobi as one of the great deserts of the world and one that was entire-

ly man-made.

A few scattered nomadic tribes are to be found in the

vast barren land eking a wretched existence on desert plants and ani-
mals, only so many as the desert can feed.”

Will this be said of us a hundred
years hence? The answer depends
entirely on us. Unless we heed the
warning signals and act quickly, the
above quotation is likely to pass from
fantasy into recorded history.

Our trees are our best friends.
They influence climate, hold the soil,
conserve moisture and minimise
floods. They also provide part of the
Earth’s supply of oxygen. Forest ex-
perts and scientists are worried,
therefore, that the denudation of
forests may seriously affect human
existence itself.

India has 75 million hectares of
forest which is 23 per cent of the
total land area. Cultivated land is
approximately 50 per cent, which
already exceeds the maximum recom-
mended from the point of view of
most productive land use.

The revenue per hectare from for-
ests is only Rs 21.50 compared to
Rs 565 for West Germany and Rs 494
for Switzerland. The ~ expenditure
per hectare is Rs 10 in India while
in Japan it is Rs 190 and in West
Germany Rs 435.

As stated above, forests are said
to occupy 23 per cent of the land
area of India. The actual figure is
likely to be much less because such
land may still be classified under the
Forest Department but a large por-
tion of it is now either cultivated,
semi-desert or desert. Sound princi-
ples of land use require a minimum
one-third of the total land area to
be under forests. It is much more
than this in the USA, USSR, Germany
and France, and as 'high as 68 per
cent in Japan.

Our forests are receding rapidly
before the onslaught of the mounting
population who are being permitted
to occupy forest land for cultivation
— a quick ‘solution’ to our food short-
age and a cheap vote-catching gim-
mick for the politicians. A vast
amount is being used, mostly illegal-
ly, by.the villagers for firewood. The
Government is also bent on ill-plan-
ned commercial exploitation. If, out
of India’s total growing forest stock
of 2624 million cubic metres, 200
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million cubic metres are removed
annually, how long will the forests
last?

Forest and agriculture are not anta-
gonistic but complementary to each
other. Forests insure agriculture by
providing a cover for it from rain and
wind. It takes about 100 years for
a one-inch layer of top soil to form
but erosion can remove it in a year,
This top soil — on which all agricul-
ture depends -~ is irreplaceable. Once
washed out, no amount of fertilisers
can make it fertile again. Forests
prevent the run-off of water and thus
prevent erosion. They also prevent
silting of damg because of the same
reason. Silting can reduce the life of
a dam costing Rs 200 crores, (Rs 1
crore equals Rs 10 million), to less
than 50 years.

Forests also control or minimise

PROTECT OUR FORESTS:

they protect our soil

they keep the desert at bay
they minimise floods

they conserve water

they' attract rain

they prevent silting of dams
they provide timber and
paper

they shelter our wild life
they provide recreation

they provide employment

* X ¥ X ¥ ¥ *

*

floods, which are a constant scourge
of our country, by acting as break-
waters. Floods cost us Rs 600 crores
in 1970,

Forests, by some as yet unknown
mechanism, attract rains. Meteoro-
logists have blamed the increasingly
recurrent drought in our country on
the reckless destruction of forests.

Another useful role of forests is
providing timber. The exploitation
of forests for thig purpose, however,
needs to be balanced. The Govern-
ment is proposing to undertake large
scale felling of trees in the existing
mixed forests and replacing them
with a monoculture of commercially
valuable species. Apart from affect-
ing the ecology, such tampering with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

SAVING A TREE:
A giant 200 years old Baobab tree, 50 ft high and weighing over 40 tonnes, was
coming in the way of the proposed Malabay Hill tunnel in Bombay Ilast year,

The Friends of the Trees rushed to its help, excavated

it round its base and

helped to transplant it at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Here Chief
Minister Naik is watering the tree during a dedication ceremony.



VERDICT!

THIS WEEK HIMMAT . ..

CONDEMNS Tamilnadu  Chief
Minister Karunanidhi’s attempt to
regain his lost popularity by coin-
ing such divisive slogans like
“India for Indians and Tamilnadu
for Tamilians.”

SHARPENS ITS PENCIL following
President Giri’s appeal to the
press to highlight the development
and social changes taking place in
the country but finds that it has
very little material to write about.

WELCOMES the Government’s deci-
sion to impose a cut of Rs 450
crores in its expenditure during
the current financial year.

APPROVES of the dismissal of the
pilot and the co-pilot, responsible
for the crash of the IA Boeing on
May 31 in Delhi, but points out
that the tragic incident was only
one instance of the price of in-
discipline  and  irresponsibility
which have become -a part of our
national life.

IS AGITATED to read that 13 mil-
lion people in Africa are facing
famine and regrets the lack of
African initiative to focus world
attention on this problem.

SYMPATHISES with the Parisians,
three out of every five of whom
feel that life is less bearable today
than three years ago in the French
Capital due to traffic problems
and pollution.

URGES Union Agriculture Minister
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed to consi-
der the advice of his own party-
men and to step down from office
in view of his inability to deal
with the food -situation,

POOH-POOHS the formation of a
new forum by Congress MPs to
eradicate corruption “in the high-
est places”.

AGREES with Opposition legisla-
tors that they should be “more
cautious this time as well as ac-
commodating” in forming a new
grand alliance against the ruling
party!
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FUTURE OF CAMBODIA

A phase of history is fast drawing to
a close in Cambodia, With it, four years
of American struggle will also come to
an end, a struggle to establish in Cambo-
dia a Government friendly to the United
States and hostile to North Vietnam and
other Communist countries, and capable
of repelling Communist militarism, whe-
ther the militants themselves were indi-
genous or North Vietnamese. The pur-
pose was to create in Cambodia a lateral
defence for South Vietnam, but the effort
now appears likely to end in almost totai
failure.

It may still be some time before the
Government in Pnom Penh falls, but few
experienced people in Pnom Penh or Wa-
shington now believe it is anything other
than a matter of time, The American
bombing of Cambodia must end on

' Courtesy: Far Eastern Economic Review, Hongkong

August 15, by Congressional fiat and al-
though President Nixon could find some
way to continue it, he is not expected
to try. The bombing is unpopular, the
administration’s secrecy about it is even
more unpopular and President Lon Nol
has proved himself an unusually ineffec-
tive leader, even by local standards.
THE FINANCIAL TIMES, London

MASSACRE IN ATHENS

The grenades which killed ... two Ame-
ricans and one Austrian and injured many
others have in the final analysis back-
fired at the Arab resistance movement,
causing a loss of prestige for the national
movement of Palestine.

Perhaps this was just on the prepetra-
tor's mind ... It is so obvious that such
a senseless massacre would fall back on
the Palestine movement and at the same
time play into the hands of Israel that
you start thinking: this could have been
an act of provocation only.

NEPSZABADSAG, Budapest

At Shriram Chemicals
a worker doesn’t live by .
his wages alone. '

Norkers at Shriram Chemicals gét a lot more to live by. In addition to
just wages. They, along with their families, participate in national and
religious programmes sponsored by the company, get interest-free
loans for purchase of costly utllity items, scholarships for children’s
education, handsome rewards for higher productivity, necessities of life
at subsidised rates, house rent and conveyance subsidies.

These programmes are a tradition at Shriram Chemicals,

PROMISE OF PLENTY WITH sesuan cusiicas |
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SRI LANKA :

““Che Guevarists” released

WhiLe the trial of the 42 leading
suspects of the abortive Che Guevara
uprising in 1971 continues, another
special court has given suspended
sentences
of two years
impriso a-
ment to 78
of those who
pleaded  guilty
for “‘conspiring
to wage war
against t h ¢
Queen.”

The 78 who
were  released
in early August
are liable to
serve their
sentences
if they do not observe good behavi-
our in the next five years. Outside
the court Justice Minister Felix Dias
Bandaranaike told the young men
that nowhere in the world have per-
sons found guilty of such offences
been released on such liberal condi-
tions.

There are thousands yet awaiting
trial. But what is the immediate
future of those who have been releas-
ed? The Minister has promised them
that being involved in insurgent
activities did not mean that they
would be debarred from getting jobs.
For those who were students at the
Katubedde Technological Institute,
for example, Mr Bandaranaike said
he would personally ‘take up their

FELIX DIAS:
personal interest

pr——

case with the principal.

Any illusion that the “Che
Guevarist” youth were all unemploy-
ed was dispelled by a journalist who
interviewed some of them. Accord-
ing to Patrick Cruez, all those he
interviewed were repentant. Piyadasa,
who was employed in a textile mill
in Colombo, told Cruez that to say
he was misled would be to avoid
responsibility. This is why he plead-
ed guilty.

Two years in prison would have
made some repentant. But there will
also be those who will come out with
greater bitterness and determination,
because of the training they have
received in prison from more con-
vinced “Che Guevarists”.

SYRIA:
Set-back for Russia

Fgst it was the Egyptians. Now it
is the Syrians. According to the
Beirut newspaper “Al Hayat”, Presi-
dent Hafez Assad of Syria wants to
say goodbye to Soviet military and
technical experts.

The decision was taken 1n
Damascus after talks failed between
Syrian officials and Andrei Kirilenko,
a member of the 16-man Soviet Polit-
buro, says the paper.

“Al Hayat” says that the President
has issued a decree calling for the
replacement of Soviet technical and
military experts by experts from
North/ Vietnam. A month has not
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MASTERS® OR

“MASTERS _*
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“I don’t mind what pets you keep at home, but don't bring them to your work,”
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yet elapsed since Syria's Defence
Minister went to North Vietnam,
seeking experts on guerrilla warfare
and ground-to-air defence missiles.

BURMA:
No to “blackmail”

Tue danger to the lives of the two
Soviet experts who were kidnapped
by drug-running Shan rebels has in-
creased with Rangoon’s decision not
to give in to “political blackmail”,
The Shan State Army (SSA) de-
manded the release of their leader,
Khun Sa, in exchange for the two
Russians. Khun Sa has been in pri-
son ever since
he was captur-
ed by the Bur-
mese authorities
in 1969. Even
though the re-
bels have threat-
ened to Kkill the
two  Russians,
t h e Burmese
authorities have
opted for snap

raids to seek

their release.

NE WIN: Interest-
bid for time ingly, one re-

cent raid in mid July even flushed
out Lo Hsing-Han, the “opium king
of the Golden Triangle”. (The Golden
Triangle is an opium trade centre at
the Burma-Laos-Thailand tri-junc-
tion).

The kidnapped Russians, Dr Boris
Piatmitski and technician Mr Stanis-
lav Vinogradoy, were working at the
Russian aided hospital at Taunggyi,
in Southern Shan State. They were
kidnapped on April 16. The rebels
then sent letters to the Burmese
Government, the Russian Govern-
ment and the Soviet embassies in
Rangoon and Bangkok criticising the
pro-Chinese Burma Communist Party
and China. What wag stranger was
that the letters sent to the Soviet
embassies expressed friendly senti-
ments: towards Moscow.

Efforts of the Burmese Army to
rescue the kidnapped Russians have
failed. It now remains to be seen
whether the Russian Government
will try to exert pressure on the Ran-
goon Government. '

Ne Win’s attempts to have closer
relations with Thailand have begun
to bear fruit. He may be hoping that
the threat of the rebels to kill the
two Russians will not be carried out.
It will give him time to co-ordinate
action with neighbouring Thailand to
try and dislodge the rebels from the
“Golden Triangle” area.
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Will the talking shop become
a wor kShOp ? by Michael Henderson

It is indisputable that the spirit of
this Commonwealth summit gather-
ing was not as acrimonious as the

last meeting in 1971. There were
certain subjects that engendered
some heat — French atomic tests,

Uganda’s ‘expulsion of Asians, British
policies towards Rhodesia and the
role of multinational corporations.
But the relaxed nature of the close
sessionsg was valued by all.

Mr Swaran Singh found it “a re-
freshing break” from previous con-
ferences and felt it “brought the
countries of the Commonwealth clo-
ser together”.

The heads of Government of 32
countries, or in the cases of Cyprus,
Gambia, Ghana, India, Kenya, Mala-
wi, Trinidad, Tobago, Uganda and
Zambia, their representatives, came
to Ottawa to share varying preoccupa-
tions with their opposite numbers
(the Malaysian Prime Minister had
returned because of the death of his
Deputy). Some developing nations
came worried about repercussions of
Britain’s entry into Europe, some
Pacific nations with concern about
French atomic tests, some like
Nyerere (“There is a saying in Swa-
hali: when elephants fight it is the
grass which suffers.”) came welcom-
ing detente between the big powers

be put to use to eradicate racial in-
dignity. Gowon wanted the detente
to be used to promote economic ad-
vance so that it could be seen that
the Commonwealth members really
were  their = brother’s  keepers.
But all came prepared to-listen to
each other so that later on, as the
British Prime Minister put it, they
would all be influenced in the poli-
cies they adopted.

Not that their particular natures
did not sometimes aggravate colle-
agues.
like a senior prefect to new boys not
knowing the ropes. Whitlam reacted
to Heath ag Australiang often do to
the English. He claimed that Heath

Lee reacted to Whitlam a bit .

and Lee were the only conservatives .

at the meeting to which Heath re-
torted that Lee was not a Conserva-
tive and it was the first time that
party politics had been injected into
the Commonwealth conference.
Nyerere said he had difficulties in
getting through to Heath but seem-
ed to have some with Gowon too,
whereas Trudeau said they tried to
change each other's minds when they
really got to know each other.

Much was owed to the skilful
chairmanship of the Canadian Prime
Minister who was keen, after the
Singapore experience, to encourage

but also feeling that any peace must this informality. His Government
- e
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“When it comes to preserving and running something valuable it calls for a spe-
cial spirit.,”
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spent $21 million to perfect the
arrangements. “We have reached the
type of conference we all hope for”,
he said, “where we don’t make
speeches at each other but where we
prod, push, probe and get to the
bottom of subjects.”

One of the subjects was the thorny
issue of Southern Africa. All were
agreed on the need to seek a peaceful
settlement with Rhodesia with the
objective of majority rule. The Bri-
tish Prime Minister welcomed con-
structive suggestions. The 14-page
report of the Commonwealth Sanc-
tions Committee was approved and
backing was given to the efforts to
make the sanctions bite more effec-
tively. Commonwealth members also
encouraged the use of influence to
persuade Portugal to grant a nego-
tiated independence to its African
colonies. All were united in their
Opposition to apartheid and minority
rule in Southern Africa. They “re-
cognised the legitimacy of the struggle
to win full human rights, including
the right of self-determination”, as
the final communique stated.

The communique also revealed less
dramatic but nevertheless important
advances in the field of Common-
wealth functional co-operation. The:
green light was given to the Secre-
tariat to expand its' work. The Com-
monwealth Fund for Technical Co-
operation and the Commonwealth
Youth Programme were launched.
The Canadians announced that they
would give $932,000 for this progra-
mme, The Nigerians promised $52,000.
Out of the blue came the newest
idea for an establishment of a Com-
monwealth Centre for Applied Stu-
dies in Government. The budget for
the Commonwealth Foundation was
increased to £452,000 yearly, and the
suggestion for a Commonwealth
Development Bank was referred to
the finance Ministers.

No one is taking the future of the
Commonwealth for granted. If they
were, respective heads of Govern-
ment would not have felt the need
to spend so much time defining its
role and emphasising its significance.
Much will depend on whether this
improved talking shop becomes also
a workshop that produces tangible
benefits for its members. “These last
nine days,” said the Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Arnold  Smith,
“have significantly lessened the dan-
ger we might be embarking on, where
the continents rage, and the world
gradually drifts apart.”

One thing is sure: Heads of Gov-
ernment, including Heath if he is
still around, can genuinely look for-
ward to the next meeting, probably
in Kenya or Jamaica in 1975.

HimmaT, August 17, 1973

Making the UK’s Opposition

effective

From Gordon Wise in London

Recent Liberal Party bye-elections may not be politically decisive but
they do reveal the dissatisfaction of the British public with the two

major political parties, the Tories and the Socialists.

Ouy London cor-

respondent, Gordon Wise, examines how the Labour Party could gain
a new momentum and public appeal.

IN a democracy there should al-
ways be an alternative Govern-
ment waiting in the wings, to use a
theatrical term, ready to take the
stage if the governing party falters or
loses the confidence of the electorate.
Therefore, however well or badly
the Government of the day may be
performing, it is important that the
opposition has the policies and the
qualities to assume office at the drop
of a ballot paper.

A cabinet minister in a Common-
wealth country, while biding his time
in opposition, put forward the en-
lightened view that the task of an
opposition is not only to criticise
what the Government of the day is

/

WILSON :
next election

failing to do; the task should also be

to heighten the policies and actions
which the Government of the day is
already doing quite well.

So much of an opposition’s attitude
is confined to criticism, some of it
tongue-in-cheek, because often the
opposition knows full well that if it
were itself in office, it would have to
do something quite similar, perhaps
due, to world conditions rather than
national short-comings.

In Britain, the Labour Party heads
Her, Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.
Historically, the British Labour Party
owes' more to Methodism than to
Marx. It has been a reforming, not
a revolutionary party, if by revolu-
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tion one means the Russian or Chin-
ese method, But the social reforms
initiated and carried through by Bri-
tish Labour have revolutionised so-
ciety in these islands, and changed
an empire into a Commonwealth.

Labour Party leadership has been
and remains largely composed of men
who sincerely believe in governments
being chosen by free people, exercis-
ing a free vote. The postwar record
of British Labour in office has been
an amalgam of high hopes, consider-
able achievement, deep frustration
and keen disappointment.

Over recent years, there has been
a steady, perceptible, shift to the Left,
as expressed in the doctrinaire reso-
lutions passed at the Party confer-
ences, and by the increasing influence
of certain trade unions upon the
party, now that some large unions are
led by Marxist-motivated - officials.
There are those who consider that
nationalising everything in sight is a
panacea for the nation’s life.

It is unfortunate however that quar-
rels within the Labour Party are
nearly always public ones. Recently,
Labour hag been washing its nylon
shirts under the public gaze. (Hair
shirts are no longer worn),

The dispute about how much fo
nationalise, come the next term of
office, was unfortunately timed when
the Conservatives were undergoing
considerable political embarrassments
themselves. There were the Lambton-
Tellicoe resignations, the reference by
Mr Heath to what he called “the un-
acceptable face of capitalism” (over
the tax avoidances of a large com-
pany) and the ever-present issue of
rising prices and inflation.

Labour’s leader, Harold Wilson,
was understandably furious when the
National Executive passed a resolu-
tion calling for more nationalisation
which might ham-string him during
the next election campaign. It is not
that Mr Wilson is against nationali-
sation, but that he is very sensitive
about how much the public will sto-
mach.. There are millions of voters
who are disgruntled with restraints
under the present Government (many
of whom would be disgruntled at re-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NEW DELHI — The Union Govern-
ment will soon set up Farmers’ Service
Societies on an experimental basis in
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Goa to provide various agricultural
services on credit to small farmers.

— Mr Y, B, Chavan, the Union
Finance Minister, has ruled out de-
monetisation as a measure to tackle the
problem of black money (unaccounted
wealth).

PATNA — The Bihar Government has
decided to use the Defence of India
Rules (DIR) against hoarders and
blackmarketeers.

SHILLONG — The second wave of
floods in Assam have washed away
thousands of homes and extensively
damaged crops, affecting at least 10
lakh (1 million) people.

CALCUTTA — Hoarded commodities
worth Rs 22 lakhs were seized by the
police during raids on godowns at
Calcutta, Howrah, Barnagar and Bara-
kar in West Bengal,

INDORE — A curfew was clamped
on the city and the Border Security
Force deployed to check the CPI
(Communist Party of India) sponsored
anti-price rise agitation,

BOMBAY — The city is still faced
with a virtual famine of edible oils
and sugar as the wholesalers have
held back their stocks from the re-
tailers who have exhausted theirs.

—— The Maharashtra Goyernment’s
cotton mononoly procurement scheme,
the first in the country, celebrated its
first anniversary by earning a profit of
Rs 10 crores (Rs 1 crore equals Rs 10
million) in the last year, besides giving

. a guaranteed price to cultivators.

POONA — The Collector of Poona
has appointed a 19-member vigilance
committee to ensure .that essential
commodities are sold at fixed prices.

BANGALORE — The Chief Minister
and the Health Minister will not have
any “discretionary quota’” of admis-
sions to the medical colleges from
this year, according to the new ad-
mission rules announced by the
Mysore Government,

MADRAS — The Tamilnadu Govern-
ment has passed a bill which
guarantees protection to slum dwel-
lers from eviction and also gives
powers to the state Government to
acquire vacant land for their settle-
ment,
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(many of whom would be dis-
gruntled at restraints under any
Government) who would be frighten-
ed of voting for a Labour Party
which looks like going the whole
hog for state control.

Mr Wilson knows that there is a
vast difference between people com-
plaining about the abuse of capital
by a comparative few, and those same
complaining people giving their con-
sent to the elimination of the capital-
ist system as such, and giving a blank
cheque to the Left. Further, the re-
cord of totally Socialist countries, in
the material sense, does not inspire
the confidence required to jettison
the devil which electors know for the
devil which they do not know (but
which they suspect might be worse).

In Russia, the home of state con-
trol, there is considerable heart-
searching going on about a new moti-
vation for industry which would
create fresh incentives.

Both Mr Wilson and his deputy,
Edward Short, have at times referred
to the need for a “quality of life” as
well as a high standard of living. This
is an important approach and should
be developed by the Opposition, The
.broad mass of the electorate is con-
cerned not only about rising prices,
but about 'the flagrant moral lapses
in high places. Recently, there has
been a corruption scandal, centred
around an architect named Poulson.
It is alleged that he bribed certain
local - government officials to ensure
contracts for hig company. Some of
the officials were Labour men. So
corruption seems to be bi-partisan,

The electorate resents the abuse of
the present system by a privileged
few. They are also concerned about
the general lowering of standards of
conduct in the nation. So it is un-
fortunate that at this time of public
unease, the Labour leadership should
be indulging in any public argy-bargy
about political dogma.

One of the burning issues of our
time is not only how to choose the
type of system we wish to live under,
but how to find the type of man who
will administer that system. This is
more than a question of state control
versus what the shareholders want.
There is also a plea for self-control
in behaviour, as well as restraint in
what each takes from the national
purse.

Economic questiong do matter to
people, especially of the shopping
basket variety. I am not suggesting
that the British people have gone
overboard for ethics. But affluent
artisans with uncontrollable teen-
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agers as their offspring know that
Britain cannot live by bread (or cars
and colour television) alone.

The Left is inclined to say that
morality is subordinate to the advance
of the economic system. This ad-
vance, it is hoped, would later take
care of man's morality. But Labour
has been a prompter of conscience
through the years. It has been said
that “the Labour Party is a moral
crusade or it is nothing”.

However, as journalist John Whale
put it in “The Sunday Times” edi-
torial pages: “The lesson from the
Party at large is that the crusader is
yielding place to the administrator —
the man reconciled to running the
system as given and chiefly anxious
that he should do it rather than any-
body else.” Tt is just this trend which
led to Watergate, an assumption dis-
credited and rejected in the USA.

In Britain, people seem groping for
faith as well as planning for full bel-
lies. Memories of the hardship years
are fading. At an earlier election, in
the ’fifties, it was enough for the
General Secretary of the Labour Party
to say “Ask your Dad” about the
wickedness of the bosses. Now to
say “ask your grand-dad” would in-
vite derision. Former Labour leader
Hugh Gaitskell was once taken aback,
on a May Day platform in Glasgow,
by the sarcastic invitation, “Go on,
inspire us!” But people do long to
“be inspired”!

This search for something more
than “who runs what” seems to have
escaped some of the Labour Party
leadership, the layer represented by
Tony Benn, Judith Hart, and Renece
Short, when they advocate wider pub-
lic ownership as their mainstay. it
may be that some MPs who work
mainly in London succumb to the
temptation of thinking that the hot-
house climate in which they live and
work represents the whole nation,
It does not.

The Labour Party could once again
call the nation back to conscience.
It could jettison the envious mumbo-
jumbo and launch a classless crusade
for unselfishness at every level, for
character purity in high places and
low, for concern for the less well-off
the world over. There would then
be ‘compassion for the workers in
Bombay as well as Birmingham,

To do this, the Labour leadership
and the rank and file would need to
change their own ways and attitudes.
Mr Wilson said recently that Britain's
problemsg as a national family will not
be solved without a moral revolution.
But if he and Labour’s leaders

espouse a cause requiring a high
moral tone, they will be laughed out
of office (or even out of Opposition)
as hypocrites, unless a certain self-
examination, self-regulation and re-
generation takes place. Otherwise,
the last state of the party would be
worse than the present.

A change of aim and motive would
be an infinitely worthwhile discipline
if it enabled any of the three main
parties 'to carry forward a crusade for
a clean-living country where selfless
service is considered to be even more
important than political power. The
leadership would need to lift their
eyes to the horizon as well as to the
immediate. It is a commentary on
Britain’s diminished world role that
idealists who 20 years ago argued
about the Korean war, 10 years ago
about nuclear disarmament, and five
years ago about Vietnam, are now dis-
cussing bus passes for the elderly and
the preservation of old buildings.
These things are important. But it
would be a pity if concern about the
world at large passed from the La-
bour purview.

If Labour gave such a passionate,
convinced lead, they would immedi-
ately stir Mr Heath and his colle-
agues to get their own house in better
shape. The Tory house needs some
redecorating and some attention paid
to the foundations. If these changes
took place, then Britain would be
blessed with the prospect of good
Goveérnment from either side of the
House, for decades ahead. For
Labour, a basis of starting with a
revolution within and seeing that the
“hand on the tiller” is clean, would
mean there would be room for the
heirs of Wesley and of Marx in the
saime great movement.
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Congress: Regional bosses rise again

by Muslaihuddin Ahmed

Tue regional bosses in the Congress
Party have re-emerged after a tem-
porary eclipse. They have resumed
their role of de facto rulers.

The recent political crisis “in
Madhya Pradesh has clearly shown
that these bosses are still a force to
reckon with. The Sethi Ministry's
future became uncertain when five
ministers belonging to the D. P.
Mishra group submitted their resig-
nations. Thig created a problem for
the Congress High Command and the
Prime Minister, who had sent Mr
P, C. Sethi from the centre to suc-
ceed Mr Shyama Charan Shukla as
Chief Minister.

It is only after Mr Mishra was per-
suaded not to create more compli-
cations that the crisis was averted.

. The majority of the Madhya Pradesh

Congress Legislative Party members
are still with Mr Mishra.

Mr D. P. Mishra, who played the
role of top adviser to Mrs Gandhi

on party affairs, is unhappy with the

Central leadership. Enquiry commis-
siong have been set up to probe into
the Damoh relief works and the
Gulabi Channa scandal as these
things happened when Mr Mishra
was the Chief Minister. In spite of
this the old stalwart is still the most
powerful political leader in the State.

In Bihar, a similar role is being
played by Mr L. N. Mishra, Railway
Minister, He was the man who
brought Mr Kedar Pandey into power
and later threw him out, The present

-Chief Minister, Mr Abdul Ghafoor,

is also known as hig man. Twice Mr
L. N. Mishra was asked to go to

Patna and bring political stability to

the State but he declined. Mr Mishra
wants to rule over Bihar but remain
in Delhi. Mr Mishra does not want
to meet the same fate as Mrs
Nandini Satpathy (Orissa) and Ghan-
shyam Oza (Gujarat).

In Punjab too, Mr Swaran Singh,
who maintained a dignified silence

during the crucial days of the Con-
gress split, has resumed the role of
Punjab’s spokesman at the Centre,
though quietly.

Political circles see in the rise ol
regional bosses a challenge to Mrs
Gandhi’s rule from within.

It may be recalled that in earlier
times the regional bosses — Mr
Morarjii Desai (Gujarat) Mr Y. B.
Chavan (Maharashtra), Mr Jagjivan
Ram (Bihar), Mr K. Kamaraj (Tamil-
nadu) and Mr S. Nijalingappa
(Mysore) were so powerful that they
made two Prime Ministers — Mrs
Gandhi and Mr Lal Bahadur Shastri.

In the past few days feeble voices
are being raised at the Congress
Party meetings criticising the active
role bosses played in Madhya Pra-
desh and Bihar but there is no indi-
cation that the party will take any
disciplinary action against either of
the two Mishras. It is felt any drastic
action against them will only pose
problems for the Congress.

Government employees strike continues
—an anti-Congress wave sweeps Jaipur

From M. P. Balkiwala in Jaipur

Ir the strike by Government em-
ployees in Rajasthan is still on, it is
because Chief Minister, Mr Barka-
tullah Khan, unwisely seems to be-
lieve that by prolonging the struggle
he might force the employees to re-
turn to their work. In reality, how-
ever, the strike has gained momentum
with the passage of time. At the
time of writing there is no sign of
it being called off as the Govern-
ment has taken a right stand, Central
intervention is being urged in the
Parliament by Opposition MPs.

The strike began on July 9 affect-
ing only the ministerial staff but soon
all the other Government employees
jumped into the fray to press their
demands. Although the strikers were
peaceful, uncalled for force was used
by the police.

Following the death of one person
due to police action there were acts
of arson and looting of shops. The
authorities then clamped curfew in
the walled city of Jaipur.

After the curfew was lifted serious
efforts were made for talks between
the Chief Minister and employees’
leaders representing both the Rajas-
than Karamchari Sangh and  the
Rajasthan Government Employees
Federation, who were contacted in
jail.

Delay in such a meeting was due
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to Mr Khan's stahd that he would
talk to the employees’ leaders only
after the withdrawal of the strike,
However, talks were finally held
without the strike 'being called off.
This was because Mr Khan realised
later on that his stand had not been
reasonable.

But the talks were not fruitful as
the Government told the employees'
leaders that no wages would be paid
for the strike period. Further, it
was made clear that the action taken
against the employees in connection
with the strike could not be annulled
in all the cases. Some employees, it
was alleged, were involved in vandal-
ism like arson and looting.

The Government was told by the
employees’ leaders that the strike
would continue if no wages Wwere
paid. Further the Chief Minister
was told not to be rigid while deal-
ing with those employees against
whom action had been action. He
should agree for the restoration of
the situation ag it existed prior to
the beginning of the strike, on July 9.

There were also other demands
such as sanction of bonus at the rate
of 8.33 per cent, the grant of trade
union rights and the grant of a need-
based minimum wage.

It is estimated that if all the de-
mands are implemented the addi-

tional burden on the state exchequer
will be of the order of Rs 16 crores

a year. The Khan Government just
cannot afford this heavy burden at
present. But this should not mean
that all the demands should be re-
jected. There is need to economise
on other expenditure incurred by

RAJASTHAN

the Government to find more re-
sources for paying the employees.
The Government will have to give
DA to its employees at par with that
being given to the Central Govern-
ment employees. Again there is also
justification in the demand for giving
interim relief with arrears to state
Government employees, as is given
to the Central employees in keeping
with the recommendations of the
third pay commission.
~Mr Khan should also see the poli-
tical dangers involved in following
his present stand. Some Opposition
parties, the most notable being the
Muslim League, are directly involved
in the strike. Already a strong anti-
Congx:ess wave has been sweeping
the city of Jaipur and for this the
atrocities committed by the police
have been mainly responsible.
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Ajit Singh - bright star
on the hockey horizon

by R. G. Seshachalam

India will be fielding a formidable team for the World Hockey Cham-
pionship to be held at Amsterdam from August 26, 1973, We present
two members of the Indian team — Ajit Singh and Haracharan Singh.

In the match between the Punjab XI
and the touring German team last
year, one young lad was the cynosure
of all eyes. His dribbling, anticipa-
tion and the defence splitting passes
caught the attention of even Dr
Adolf Kulzinger, President of the
West German Hockey Federation,
who predicted a great future for him.

That youthful Sikh who played
inside-left made great strides within
six months and was selected as a
member of the Indian team to the

‘Munich Olympics.

He is Ajit Singh and was born 21
years ago. Hockey is in his blood.
His father Mr Sohan Singh was a
versatile hockey player during the
'30s. Of the four brothers, Ajit is
the youngest. His eldest brother is
a good hockey player and plays for
Punjab Police. Another brother is the
great Harmeek Singh, the captain of
our Munich Olympic team.

In 1970, he was chosen to play for
the Combined Universities for the

Nehru Memorial Hockey Tournament
at New Delhi. His clever stick work,
speed and good ball-control won
admiration from the connoisseurs of
the game and he was immediately
signed up by Mohun Bagan of Cai-
cutta, but could not make the trip
because of examinations.

His display at the Jullundur Na-
tionals in 1970, while playing for the
Combined Universities, brought him
into the limelight. He was the high-
est scorer for the University side and
helped them to reach the quarter
finals — before losing to Mysore.

Ajit played for Mohun Bagan in
the Beighton Cup during 1971. The
following year he was included in the
Bengal State team for the Jullundur
Nationals. He played centre-forward
for them making a deep impression
on the selectors and was called for
pre-selection trials at Lucknow for
the Olympic team.

It was at Lucknow that he show-
ed his skill as an immaculate goal-
getter when he topped the list in
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scoring goals, K. D. “Babu” was im-
mensely pleased with his performance
and he was selected as a member of
our team for Munich.

Unfortunately, his debut in Olym-
pics was not a happy one. He was
not even allowed to play against the
lesser lights. But this did not dam-
pen Ajit's ardour.

His performance at Bombay Na-
tionals this year made the selectors
sit up and take notice. He was invit-
ed to the selection camp and it is
heartening to note that he has again
made the grade and is on the way
to Amsterdam.

Ajit is a great fighter indeed, and
a player to emulate. He has bound-

AJIT SINGH :
moves forward all the time

less energy, is very vigilant and plays
direct hockey, moving forward all
the time. He is an ideal left-in.

Haracharan Singh-player with

speed and guile

In full cry, Haracharan Singh, one
of our few remaining wingers, is the
most elegant sight in hockey. His
beautiful stick work, keen sense of
anticipation and defence splitting
passes have made him an artiste with
the stick and the fact that he was
our left winger at both Barcelona
and Munich testifies to his greatness.
He was a potential match winner
against many teams and played a
major role in helping Services to win
Rangaswamy Cup at Bombay.
He dominated the scene at the Bom-
bay Hockey Stadium against star-
studded Punjab in the semi-finals.
Blessed with an athletic body and
possessing quick reflexes, he plays
hockey with sheer speed and stamina.
He dribbles with skill. With his
quick rung down the flank, he can
outpace his opponent with a sudden
burst of speed that leaves a defender
gasping and trailing behind.
Haracharan was introduced to this
sport casually. As a boy studying in

the Khalsa High School, Sheighpura,

(Gurdaspur District), he had concen-
trated on athletics: and had won the
Silver Medal for the Triple Jump
event for juniors in the Punjab
Schools meet. ;

Like so many hockey players,
Haracharan ‘would have faded away
due to want of guidance and train-
ing. But hig hockey prowess was ex-

ploited by his school coach Shri Dilip
Singh who advised him to take this
sport seriously.

Recognition first came in 1970
when he played for the Dark Blues
in International Tournament in
Bombay. From then on he has been
an automatic choice for India. He
was chosen to represent India at the
Sixth Asian Gameg at Bangkok. The
World Cup and Olympics saw him
continue in his place on the leff
flank. His omission in our vital match
against Pakistan at Munich drew
criticism from no less a person than
Patrick Rowley and he was called
back in our match against Holland.

Twenty-three year-old Haracharan
Singh, who i a BA graduate from
Punjab University, joined Services
after the Olympic Games. “Does he
miss Punjab very much?” To this,
the five feet eight inches slender
Sikh’s reaction was, “I must say that
I do a bit. After all I played for them
for four years. But in all honesty, I
should admit 1 am enjoying hockey
with the Services too.”

Haracharan has no time for any
pet pastimes. At present he is attend-
ing the short service commissioned
officers’ course at Madras. His ad-
vice to aspiring stick players who
want to reach the top is “A disciplin-
ed life, dedicated practice and train-
ing”. R.G.S.
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‘day the sun shone down on the im-

Tell the Bees

An episode of pre-Independence days

by Lionel Jardine ICS Retired

In the late afternoon of a warm still

pressive residency, the home of the
British Resident, the representative
of the British Raj at the court of His
Exalted Highness the  Nizam of
Hyderabad.

There was scarcely a ripple on the
surface of the ornamental lake or
“tank” which faced the fine flight of
steps which led up to the “moghul”
style arch over the entrance to the
Residency. Kites wheeled noiselessly
acrosg the blue sky above the build-
ing and the black cluster of bees
nesting above the entrance were so
still that they seemed hardly alive.

The only unusual thing was that
the Union Jack on the flag staff on
the roof was at “half-mast”, the Bri-
tish way of informing the public that
someone of importance had died.
That someone was the Resident him-
self and his funeral with full military
honours was due to take place be-
fore dark.

The steps were lined on both sides
by senior officers from Hyderabad
and the neighbouring cantonment of
Secunderabad, in full-dress uniform
with medals, decorations, swords and
spurs shining in the sunlight. On
their heads most wore white ‘“topis”
with golden chin straps and spikes.
At the foot of the steps stood a
horse-drawn gun-carriage provided
by the Royal Artillery, and in front
and behind it mounted escorts of
British and Indian Cavalry with
swords drawn. Between the gun-

carriage and the water stood the
band with shining instruments. No
one noticed the bees.

Suddenly a thump on the drum
and a clash of cymbals broke the

silence. The strains of the Funeral
March greeted the cortege. Wild bees
are easy-going creatures if left alone.
They are not aggressive, But they
resent intrusion whether it takes the
form of drums and cymbals or a
poke with a stick. They are swift to
retaliate.

It was as though a button had
been pushed and puppets put in mo-
tion. One moment everyone was
rigidly at attention saluting the
coffin as it moved down the steps;
the next it was a rush for safety and
“the devil take the hindmost”. The
horses and gun-carriage disappeared
like a shot from a gun and were
never seen there again, The best
placed were the bandsmen, who

were on the edge of the “tank”, With
one jump they were in the water,
instruments and all. The senior offi-
cers and pall-bearers came charged
down the steps like young things and
took to the water ag though they had
practised it. The coffin, abandoned,
slid down the steps and lay neglect-
ed on the carriage-way.

Slowly the spikes of “topis” broke
the surface of the water with, here
and there, a moustache and a watch-
ful eye. It was as though Ilotus
flowers were opening. But the wearers
of the “topis” remained safely sub-
merged till the beeg had vented their
wrath and as the sun set, gradually
returned to their usual abode. Then
and only then the dripping officials
emerged from their place of safety.

The official gazette revorted that
owing to unavoidable circumstances
the funeral had been performed with
modified ceremonial.
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~ Providing for rainless days

by Viren J. Shah, President, Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay

[N 1973 when man can walk in
outer space and explore the
geological core of the moon, is it not
anomaloug that we in India have not
been able to take care of a relatively
less complicated phenomenon like
famine, which for all practical pur-
poses is like an open book? It is
true that our collective conscience
has been aroused to such an extent
that governments, Central and State,
and the private individual from the
prince to the pauper have all rushed
in with relief measures to alleviate
the distress. But how can we explain
away the extraordinary and shameful
fact that we have allowed a famine
to occur at all? ;

The basic facts about famines are
well known. The prime cause is
drought — absence of rainfall and
therefore of moisture in soil to raise
crops to feed man and his cattle, also
to provide water to them for drinking
and domestic use. We have a well-
defined area in this country which
ig the frequent victim of such
droughts. Except for the river-fed
Ganges-Brahmaputra plains and some
smaller stretches in the coastal re-
gions, it extends practically over the
core of the whole country. In Maha-
rashtra itself, a large well-defined
area is subject to frequent droughts.

Sunshine India’s asset

In the first place let us acknowledge
that notwithstanding all the inspired
propaganda to arouse political sup-
port and election enthusiasm, we are
not, repeat not, a country richly en-
dowed by nature except for sunshine,
which of course is indispensable for
plant growth.

Ag for water, our life line is the
rainfall brought in by the south-west
monsoon currents. The distribution
of this rainfall, however, is extremely
fitful resulting in deluges in some
areas, droughts in others.. Thus in
Maharashtra while Konkan is flood-
ed in the monsoon, most of this water
flows away to the Arabian Sea.
Rainfall then decreases sharply

‘towardg the east of the Sahyadri

range, in the immediate leeside of
which there are vast dry areas of the
Deccan Plateau. Ahmednagar and
Sholapur districts, the eastern parts
of Poona division and the western
areag of Aurangabad division down
to near Kolhapur in the south are

20

includable in this rain shadow area
and receive poor rainfall.

It is not as though the dry area
is confined to Maharashtra alone. In
actual fact it extends north through
parts of Gujarat and with some ex-
ceptions almost merges into the Thar
Desert of Rajasthan. So also towards
the south. The parts of Maharashtra
further east towards Vidarbha and
Marathawada are more fortunate in
that they receive their rainfall partly
from the Arabian sea current but
also partly from the current emanat-
ing from the Bay of Bengal.

Inadequacy of irrigation

Of equal importance with the quan-
tum of rainfall and its dependability
is its distribution. Long dry spells,
even if interspersed by occasional
deluges, will result in total or partial
failure of crops. If the total rainfall
is heavier than normal and steps have
been taken towards conservation of
water, either on surface or under-
ground, the distress caused by its
shortage may be reduced by water-
ing the crops with flow or lift irriga-
tion. Also if Kharif (monsoon) crops
have failed, at least Rabi crops can
be grown, although the items grown
will differ. An additional factor
which handicaps the dry areas in
Maharashtra is this poor distribution
of rainfall.

In the absence of moisture from
such rainfall, we have no alternative
but to provide water from other sour-
ces whichever available. This is
where irrigation comes in.

But this is also where our failure
lies. We have not made irrigation
provision except on a casual pattern.
It may sound incredible that by far
the larger part of the dry Deccan
Plateau ig not today under the com-
mand of any irrigation works at all.
When it is recalled that starting from
the earliest days of Indian civilisation
(according to the Imperial Gazetteer
of 1908), and through Moghul, Mara-
tha and British days, reservoirs have
been built as an insurance against
famines, this current neglect is in-
excusable,

In the absence of such provision
in required dimensions relative to
the potentialities, we have exposed
these arcas and millions of people

living therein nakedly to the cruel
pranks which nature plays on them.

It ig true that today each of the
river valleys on the Plateau has some
sort of major irrigation system-
storage reservoirs, and canals — the
Krishna, Bhima, Nira, Girna, Goda-
vari and Gangapur to name a few in
the Plateau area, apart from those in
Marathawada and Vidarbha. These
latter, in any case, have more reliable
rainfall. But the question is with all
this provision, have we done enough
by way of providing irrigation to the
dry areas? (see table below).

Part of the reason for Maha-
rashtra’s poor record lies, of course,

‘in the difficult terrain, part in the

scarcity of perennial rivers and
streams, compared with the Indo-
Gangetic Plain. But can Maharashtra
claim that we have exploited fully
all avenues of irrigation with the 8
per cent we have achieved? And if
surface irrigation was difficult, did
not Maharashtra know even how to
bore or dig wells through the Deccan
Trap?

The Barve Commission after a
thorough investigation came to the
conclusion that surface irrigation of
all kinds, ie. including Government
and Private canals could provide irri-
gation to 10 million acres, out of the
“ultimate cultivated area” of 50 mil-
lion acres.

To this, would be added the area
enriched by percolation of the water

The net irrigated area related teo
net sown area according to the latest
figures given by the Government of
India, is as follows:

STATE PER CENT
Punjab 58
Tamilnadu 43
Jammu & Kashmir 41
uUp 32
Haryana 32
Andhra; West Bengal 27
Kerala 19
Orissa 16
Rajasthan 12
Gujarat and Mysore 11
Maharashtra 8
Madhya Pradesh 6.4

1
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BUILDERS OF IRRIGATION SCHEMES, YET VICTIMS OF FAMINE ‘

flowing through the canals, made
available by lifting from wells, desi-
gnated as “lift-cum-flow irrigation,”
estimated at 1.5 million acres.
According to them, an additional 1.5
million acres would be irrigable by
water saved at head works, due to
the lining of the canals, at any rate
until such time as the canals were
actually lined to prevent seepage.
(Incidentally it occurs to me that the
use of polyethylene for such lining
would make us independent of scarce
bricks and cement.)

The total area irrigated by surface
water would thus come to 13.0 mil-
lion acres. They recommended that
the intensity of irrigation could and
should be increased to 66 per cent
so as to spread the benefit to a larger
area. This they estimated would bring
the total culturable command to
about 20 million acres, ie. 40 per
cent of the ultimate cultivated area.

Alternative avenues would then
have to be explored to find irrigation
for 30 million acres. Even in those
days over 50 per cent of irrigated
area was watered by wells which owe
a lot to the Maharashtra Government
policy of liberal Tagavi loans and
subsidies in the past. For this they
deserve our praise. The Barve Com-
mission suggested that all possible
measures should be taken to stop the
run-off of the rain water by contour
bunding, nala plugging, impounding
water in percolation tanks and taking
whatever other measures which en-
rich ground water resources to make
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the 'sinking of wells more fruitful in
these areas. 3

The question now arises, to what
extent have the Maharashtra Goy-
ernment provided the surface and
well irrigation which was recom-
mended by the Barve Commission? I
would not be exaggerating if 1 des-
cribed the Government’s attitude
towards the problem of large scale
irrigation as, at best, one of casual
indifference.

The surface irrigation schemes
indicated by the Barve Commission
and the urgency therefor seem to
have been consigned to oblivion,
while the river waters flow merrily
through the dry and barren country-
side of our Plateau on to our neigh-
bouring states. For, the question of
providing major works on the Goda-
vari, the Krishna has been tied up in
inter-state squabbles on the divisions
of the waters between Maharashtra
on the one hand and the surround-
ing states of Andhra and Mysore on
the other.

The Jayakwadi scheme under cons:
truction, which again is subjected to
indefinite delays due to the ever pre-
sent shortage of cement, is an ex-
ception! These disputes have. been
referred to ‘the usual tribunals. We
heard with a sigh of relief just a few
weeks ago that the Krishna (includ-
ing Bhima) Tribunal will give its
award in October. We have had no
news however with regard to the
Godavari Tribunal. Let us hope it 1s

alive and kicking and the urgency of .
the issue is agitating it as deeply as
it does the affected people.

At a recent press conference in
Nagpur the Chief Minister announc-
ed that he would do everything to
increase the irrigation potential in
the state by 35 per cent and that Rs
2000 crores would be spent thereon
in the next 10 years, of which Rs 750
crores would be spent during the
fifth plan and Rs 1200 crores in the
sixth. He stated that 40,000 wells
were in progress of which he expect-
ed 70 to 80 per cent to be successful.
Also that there was scope for digging
500,000 wells in the state providing
irrigation facilities for about 3.7 mil-
lion acres.

Further, that in almost all the vil-
lages in the state tube wells would
be drilled to provide water for drink-
ing and domestic purposes.

The question that arises is why
the development of this well irriga-
tion potential wag not exploited dur-
ing the last 10 years, after the Parda-
sani and the Barve reports had made
such strong recommendations in
their favour. We seem to have con-
formed faithfully with the terms of
the Gujarati adage which condemns
“digging the well when the house is
on fire.”

Qur school copy books of the old
days talked of providing for a rainy
day. We would have to change this
maxim in India — to provide for a
rainlesg day.

21



22

Whatever you do,
Philips Striplight

helps you

co it better.

The Philips Striplight glves
twice the light of a 100 watt bulb.
And yet consumes the same
power as a 40 watt bulb.

Switch now to Philips Striplignt
and save on power.

The Philips Striplight is easily
your best buy when it comes to
quality and performance.

The sleek Philips Striplight
comes prewired with all standard
accessories—easy to fix —
economical to use. And it helps
you do things better—in your
shop or home.

=

PHILIPS

When a better lamp is needed,

PHILIPS INDIA LIMITED

Ph

ilips make it first.

HiMMAT, August 17, 1973

Fifteenth of August

A short story by Annasuaya Paithankar

eN EELU, Neelima — It’s time to

get up, my child.” Neelima
heard for mother’s cry and sat up on
her thin bedding on the verandah. It
was August 15! The first thing she
thought of wag the play they were

going to perform that evening in the-

village. She had a leading role. The
thought of the play gave her a sense
of fear and excitement,

She rubbed her eyes. The Eastern
sky was painted in glorious pink and
gold. The cool morning breeze

greeted Neelima and she knew she.

must soon get ready. She folded her
bedding and took it inside.

A hot cup of milk and a bath were
refreshing enough for such a morn-
ing, Neelima had put on her new
khadi dress — and her mother was
buttoning the back.

The yarn for this dress had been
spun by her grandfather. She could
see his picture on the wall. He had
givén all he had including his life so
that India might be free. And when
India did become free he was not
there to enjoy it. Her mother had
told her so much about him the pre-
vious night and had even shown her
some of hig letters. She had said that
every August 15 she thought of him
and when she thought of him she
never knew whether she should be
sad or happy.

Neelima's mother turned her
around and looked at her. “How
pleased your grandfather would have
been to see you in this dress,” she
said as tears filled her eyes. Neelima
flung her arms around her mother’s
neck and said, “Don’t, Ma. When I
grow up I will also do something for
India like he did”. Her mother held
back her tears, straightened the red
bows on Neelima’s two plaits and
said, “You'd better be going now or
you'll be late”. They both smiled and
Neelima left.

All the children had gathered in
front of the school ground. They
were standing in twos. The eldest
schoolboy was holding the flag and
soon they were all following him.
This is how grandfather must have
led the people when he was beaten
with lathis, thought Neelima. She
could picture the scene with police
on horseback and people shouting,
“Bharatmata-ki-Jai”. What was it he
had written in one of his last letters?

Suddenly she heard a loud voice
“Bharatmata-Ki-” “Jai” they all
shouted. They went through the
streets and alleys of the village
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singing and shouting slogans of
victory. Many women had rushed to
the doorg to watch the smart proces-
sion. Many men and children from
the village had joined in it too.

They reached the school ground.
The flag was raised and the champa
petals came tumbling down from its
folds. Children clapped their hands.
Neelima saw the tricolour flutter
against the blue sky. Her heart too
was fluttering with excitement. Yes,
when she grew up she was going to
do something for India. They sang
the national anthem and were "asked
to sit facing the verandah.

All the children rushed to the
front ag there was some shade there.
Neelima managed to sit in the front
row only to feel a sudden push from
behind. Without turning she knew
it must be Roshan. She hit back with
her elbow and turned in anger. Yes,
it was her. “Don’t push me,” she said.
Roshan and Neelima, who were in
the same class, never got on well.
Their teacher for some unknown
reason had chosen both of them to
be in the play. Roshan made a face
at Neelima and pinched her hard.
“That’s the limit,” thought Neelima.
“Stop it. Can't you see that I might
fall off if you push me?” She de-
manded.

“Why did you hit me?” asked
Roshan.

“Because you pushed me. You
never make friends and you can’t
even act.”

“Don’t talk about my acting.”

“I will talk. You are only a Dasi
(maid) in the play and I am Jijamata
— the mother of King Shivaji.”
Roshan was now in tears. Neelima
turned back with satisfaction but
once again felt a pinch. She would
have hit back but Roshan had al-
ready ran and sat at the back of the
crowd. Besides the speeches had
started.

Neelima hardly listened to any of
the speakers. In her mind she was
repeating the lines of the play. When
she had already done it twice she
found herself listening to Sadumama.
He was to the last and the best
speaker. ‘Today I heard you shout-
ing ‘Bharatmata-ki-Jai'. Well you
had to be brave to say those words
in the old days... In our time we
won freedom. Now you must pre-
serve it. Do not think you have to
wait till you grow up but you must
all do your best to preserve freedom
from ' today,” concluded  Sadumama.

Later the headmaster announced the
evening programme and everyone
left,

Neelima wag lying on the blanket.
She had been resting all afternoon
because it would be a late night. She
could still see her khadi dress hang-
ing on the line as her mother had
forgotten to put it away. Oh, how
proud she' was of her grandfather!
Sadumama had talked about preserv-
ing freedom. He had said that every-
one must do their best right way and
not wait till they were grown up.
But how should she start? She was
only a little girl of eight.

“So, Neelima — still resting?” 1t

was her father. He had come early
from the farm because he too was

“Jijamata told me to tell you that she is
very happy ”

excited about Neelima being in the
play. Neelima got up and brought
him some water. As he drank, her
father told her that he had been past
Roshan’s home. “She’s had a fever
all afternoon. It ig the sun, I think,”
he said. “Oh no!” thought Neelima.
Why did that girl have to spoil every-
thing at the last minute? Why did
she have to sit in the sun and get
fever at this time? But what had made
her go into the sun? “Roshan must
take part in the play. I know what...
I'll just be back,” she said and be-
fore her father could say anything
was off to her teacher’s house.

He was pacing up and down the
verandah. On seeing Neelima he
said, “Oh, Neelu — are you al...”
But Neelima cut him short and said
breathlessly, "“Guruji, have you heard
about Roshan? She's not well.”
“Yes,” said Guruji, “she is better
now, but I don’t know if she could
manage to stand while the play lasts.”
Neelima gave a slight sigh of relief
and said, “Well, Guruji, why not let
her be Jijamata, then she can sit in
that comfortable chair. She knows
all my lines by heart. And I will be
the dasi and stand near her.”

Guruji wondered if this was the
same Neelima who always fought

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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with Roshan, but he only said, ‘“How
clever of you to; think of this
Neelima! I will go to see Roshan’s
family.”

It was evening and the whole vil-
lage had gathered in the village
square. The temple front had been
turned into a stage. Roshan and
Neelima's families had found good
places. Many of the school children
were in the audience too as not all
could take part in the play.

At last the curtain—two blankets
hanging on the line — opened! They
could see Jijamata sitting proudly on
a high and comfortable chair. Her
dasi was standing on the stool and
fanning her. Neelima and Roshan’s
friends had seen the rehearsals and
were a bit puzzled to see them in
each other's roles. Soon a little boy
dressed as Shivaji came in, saluted
his mother and the play started.

All went well until the very end.
Shivaji had joyfully told the news
of his victory to his mother. His
loyal friends were standing proudly
behind him. Shivaji looked at his
mother but there was no movement
nor a word from her. The- audience
waited in silence until they realised
that the tiny figure of Jijamata was
fast asleep in her chair. Just when
they would have started to murmur
the dasi came down from her stool
and said to Shivaji, “Jijamata told
me to tell you that she is very happy
to hear this. May God bless you and
may victory be always yours.” The
curtain was drawn amid roars of
laughter and thunderoug applause.

Neelima went to the high chair
and shook her, “Roshan, Roshan, the
play is over,” she said. Bewildered,
Roshan opened her eyes. Neelima
continued, “Are you better now? I
am sorry I hit you and hurt you and

made you go in the sun. Roshan, I
promise I won't fight with you any
more.” Exhausted as she was, Roshan
could hardly believe what she heard.
She found herself saying to Neelima,
“T am alright now and I want to be
friends with you.” Neelima helped
Roshan to get down from the chair
and guided her off the stage.

That night Neelima could not go
to sleep. Her heart was hardly able
to contain the happiness she felt.
She had done the part she hated
most. Of all the .girls she had let
Roshan do her prized part. Then
why was she so happy?

This morning she had said to her
mother that when she grew up she
would do something for India. But
she had not waited till she had grown
up but had made a start that very
day. She had made friends with
Roshan and would remain a friend
to her. At this thought her happy
heart felt at peace. The moonlight
was now flooding the verandah and
soon Neelima was fast asleep.
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A story of triumph and tragedy

THE INDIAN ECONOMY UNDER
PLANNING by Dr Nabagopal Das;
The World Press; Rs 18; 140 pages.

Dr NaBacorarn Das has given us an
objective survey and assessment of
India’s planned economy over the
past 20 years.

“The Indian Economy Under’ Plan-
ning” is based on a series of lectures
which he delivered in the USA at
the invitation of the University of
Michigan, Because his audience were
probably limited in their back-
ground knowledge of India the lec-
tureg as a result are very readable for
the layman.- At the same time the
book “is very well documented and
affords a worthy study for the stu-
dent of economics.

Although he is associated as an
economic adviser with a number of
business groups he brings a sympa-
thetic understanding to the problems
of Government. Thug he is in a strong
position for he writeg from ‘the inside’
as a former ICS officer. At the same
time he pulls no punches.

An appraisal of the three complet-
ed Five Year Plans and the running
Fourth, brings the comment that the
first was a success so far ag it went,
that after adjustments the second was
a success in the sense that many of
the production targets had been
reached. The third was a failure.

The following table shows at a
glance the percentage increase in real

In a chapter “The Green Revolu-
tion"” the snails pace growtn in agri-
culture for nearly two decades is ob-
served until a break-through was
achieved in 1967-68 “by the develop-
ment and propagation of improved
seeds, by greatly increasing the appli-
cation of chemical fertilisers, by the
use of pesticides and by promoting
minor irrigational facilities”. He
maintains however that “The Green
Revolution™ ig at present concentrat-
ed mainly in Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan. High tribute is paid (o
the farmers of that area.

Nevertheless he sounds a note of
warning that the ‘“green revolution”
is also causing social tensions and
has resulted in the emergence of a
new class of “land-grabbers” —
among Ministers, MLAs, and MPs
and retired military and civil officers.
It is understandable too that many of
the benefits of improved methods of
cultivation cannot be adopted by the
small holders in the absence of credit
facilities. The “green revolution” .s
still confined to 10-15 per cent of the
rural population, However this fact
alone is encouraging for by arranging
credit facilities and the implementa-
tion of land reforms it is possible for
rapid strides to be made in this
sphere.

The performance of public sector
enterprises comes in for a good
amount of deserved criticism. The
absence of cost consciousness and
profit-making incentive has resulted

national income since planning in so many Government undertakings

started: running in the red and below produc-
First Plan Second Plan Third Plan

Target/Actual Target/Actual Target/Actual

National Income 11 18.4 23 20.4 30.0 12:5

Per capita income 9 8.2 18 8.6 17.0 B

There ig a documented chapter on
unemployment and poverty where it
is stated that most estimates put
India’s unemployment figure between
12 and 16 million excluding under-
employed persong in rural areas.

Turning to the plight of the edu-
cated unemployed the educational
system is severely criticised. He
calls for at least a temporary Sstop
to the setting-up of more colleges and
universities of a non-specialised char-
acter. He adds that instead of look-
ing down upon manual and hard-
handed occupations middle class
youthg may discover their talents and
energies are no less suited to these
than to soft office jobs.

HiMMAT, August 17, 1973

tion capacity. Bureaucratic attitudes
and the frequent turn-over of top
management have had a severe toll
on the profitability of these con-
cerns. This seems to be the corner
stone ‘in dealing with this problem
and indications are that Government
is beginning to take note of this. The
late Mr Mohan Kumaramangalam
said at the One Asia Assembly in
Delhi in February that nationalisation
in India had often led to industry
being run on civil service ‘procedure-
orientated’ lines rather than ‘result
orientated’ practised by private in-
dustry.

Industrial relations is the achilles
heel of the Indian economy. Failure

Qur economie growth since Independence

to win a substantial period of indus-
trial peace will condemn the economy
to stagnation. Dr Das quotes ]J.R.D.
Tata which speaks volumes on this
score. ‘‘In India with a total employ-
ment in industry of about 7 million,
each year 19-20 million man days are
lost through industrial stoppages of
one kind or another. By comparison
West Germany with nearly double
that labour force, of about 131 mill-
ion, loses 50,000 man days a year from
similar causes.”

The author lays much blame for
thig state of affairs at the door of
trade union rivalry and politically
motivated trade unions. This is un-
doubtedly true, but it must be

BOOKS

acknowledged that there is room for
a vast new understanding between
labour and management. A new
thinking must come to both sides >f
industry.

There are interesting chapters on
“The Business Community in India”,
“Business Government Relationship™

and “The Environment = Around
Private Enterprise”. He writes of the
emergence of the “professional

manager” in business a feature that
is .now universal in the West. The
Government would do well to tap
this source of management talent.
There must be few countries
where there is a deliberate policy of
preventing expansion of industry be-
cause of size. In recent years a new
word has come into the political and
Government vocabulary, Dr Das
examines the conditions of business
in India today and finds no grounds
to describe the situation in any
sphere as ‘“‘Monopolistic”. He con-
cludes that unfortunately in India
‘monopoly’ is equated with ‘bigness’.
There are signs that there is
rethinking on this subject. Mr
Siddhartha Shankar Ray, Chief Minis-
ter of West Bengal pointed out that
such a policy of denying expansion
to concerng in the ‘monopoly’
bracket condemned West Bengal to
stagnation as 80 per cent of the
industry there is in this category.
However political pressures within
his own party forced him to modify
his stand.
There has been a steady flow of
foreign capital although the Govern-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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million unemployed !

Compared to the 18.7 million unemployed (according to the Bhagawati
Committee on Unemployment) in India, twenty lakhs may seem

a small figure. But when this volume of employment results from the
activities of a single establishment, it is not to be sniffed at

The three lakhs of Hindustan Motor vehicles on the road today
provide employment, directly and indirectly, to over twenty lakhs of
people. Apart from a number of persons engaged directly in keeping
the vehicles on the road, many more are employed in mines and
refineries, in leather and textile industries, in rubber plantations and
in other manufacturing and selling organisations connected with the
automobile industry.

Generating employment when it is most needed...this is one of the
many ways in which Hindustan Motors keeps India’s economy moving
and growing.

Hindustan Motors Limited
Keeping India’s economy moving and growing.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH — from page 25

ment—with justification—now rules
that Indians must hold a majority
share in the equity.

The following Table shows the in-
flow of foreign investment into the
private sector, '

At the end of Rs Crores
1961 44.9
1965 104.4
1967 160.7

While foreign aid (88 per cent is
in repayable loans) has undoubtedly
helped India’'s economic develop-

ament, the burden of servicing the

loans has been very heavy.

India’s total interest payments on

foreign loans rose from an average
of Rs 13 croreg per annum in the
second plan period to Rs 48 crores
in the third plan and has shot up to
Rs 152 crores in 1970-71. Similarly
capital repayments have increased
from Rs 11 crores in the second five
year plan to Rs 283 crores in 1970-71.

India has also been trying hard
to increase and diversify her exports.
An analyses of her exports show that
over the past five years there has

port of non-traditional items, like
engineering goods,

Statistically India’s achievements
over the past 20 years are impressive
and show that she has not been
standing still.

Food production has jumped from
50.8 million tong in 1950-51 to well
over 107 million tons in 1970-71. in
the case of wheat the average yield
per hectaire has increased from 660
kg to 1299 kg.

The index of industrial production
hag also risen from 73.5 in 1951 to
215.0 in 1970 (base 1956 = 100).

Road kilometerage increased from
400,000 in 1951 to 980,000 in 1970.
Shipping tonnage from 391,000 GRT
to over 20,00,000 GRT. Power gene-
rated increased from 4.9 billion to
50 billion kilowatts.

There has been significant strides
in the sophisticated field of Atomic
Energy. The GNP index rose from
100 to 211.

A balance of payments deficit in
1966-67 of Rs 796.9 crores has been
reduced progressively to Rs 90.0
crores in 1970-71.

An encouraging feature is that all

by India’s own resources. Over the
first three five year plans 78 per cent
of the investment had been made by
India and only the reminder was
furnished by international organisa-
tions and different nationg as grants
and loans. By 1969-70 foreign aid
has come down to 13 per cent of the
total investment and towards the
end of the Fourth Plan this is likely
to be less than 10 per cent.

But the tragedy is this has not
been enough. No major impression
has been made on the volume of
India’s poverty and destitution. At
least a third of the Indian people are
below the poverty line.

Unemployment has increased from
1.1 million at the end of the first Five
Year Plan to nearly 16 million,

Dr Das’ book is one of triumph
and tragedy, hope and despair. The
encouraging statistics of the eco-
nomist at times bring elation by what
has been done and what ig possible;
at other times the gap between what
has been accomplished and what
needs to be done is too huge for com-
fort. But looking back on what has
been done can be both an inspira-
tion and a challenge to go forward
and do the seemingly impossible.

been a significant growth in the ex- this has been accomplished largely R. D.
of the many good reasons
f membering 5. I
or reme @run ® ®
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On this twenty-sixth
Independence Day of
our Nation, INDIANOIL
reaffirms its faith in
the national values and
objectives. It also
reaffirms its resolve to
keep the wheels of
progress moving faster
so that every citizen is
assured of Justice,
Liberty and Fraternity,
_enshrined in the
Constitution.

R -

—a national trust for
economic prosperity
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THIS INDIA

INDIA OF 73

THE India of 1973 has retained its vitality
and increased its variety. !

It's an India of activity, despite un-
employment, of private enterprise and in-
genuity. It's a nation of menders — of
umbrella repairers sitting on the pave-
ment under big black umbrellas in pour-
ing rain, of cobblers, knife sharpeners,
watch rectifiers, wood polishers, junk col-
lectors and even a “pen hospital”. Where
else are such services available at such
low costs?

It's also an India of consumer goods.
You name it, we have it, Go to a mid-
dle class home and what do you find?
Strong steel Godrej almirahs (cupboards),
stainless steel vessels, crockery, in many:
a case a refrigerator (bought with a loan)
and a telephone, a radio or a transistor,
formica topped tables and chairs that can
be easily cleaned — all made in India.
Bright plastic goods — buckets, basins,
dishes, sheets — have reached our villa-
ges. Their quality and finish has steadily
improved.

There is nothing to beat Indian fabrics,
Coming back to India after four years, a
foreign visitor remarked, “I can't get over
the beauty and variety of your textiles.”
They are coveted in the world, Terylene,
Terrycots and related synthetics have
come into their own.

Every kind of medicine and drug --

from aspirin to vitamins to antibiotics—
we manufacture ourselves.

We used to import shoes. Today we
export them,

Cars are available in India (with all
their imperfections). We manufacture
bicycles, three kinds of tractors, and even
heavy machinery, In a modern, comple-
tely automated textile factory in Bombay,
friends were told that all the complex
machines which had earlier been import-
ed are today being made in India.

A lawyer, who had to terminate his
education after matriculation and study
law on his own, has been able to educate
his children. There are BA, BSc, BCom.
B.Pharmacy. A severe critic of post-
independent India himself, he admits that
the quality of education has improved
in terms of what youngsters today know
about the world. :

It's an India where every religion is
respected. It's an India where most parts
of the country are connected by trans-
port services, where letters reach their
destination — between the big cities in
in one or two days.

It's an India where the freedom of the
press exists, where all shades of opinion
are expressed, Over 11,000 periodicals,
in different languages, discuss current af-
fairs, sports, medicines, law.

Yet it is also an India where a woman
lives with 25 relatives in one room. She
stands in the queue for three hours to
collect milk bottles to deliver to various
houses, often on fifth and sixth floors.
For every bottle she charges Rs 2 per

month, Her husband has deserted her;
her 18 year old son died last year, Her
eyes and the criss-crossing lines etched
on her face tell their story, But she has
not given up her will to live, to struggle,
to give the best to her children, to battle
with life’s injustices.

We have lived alongside poverty for
centuries. If we had cared enough, we
would never have allowed it to remain.
In the India of 1973, the Government is
committed to eradicating poverty, How
best to do it is being debated by the
whole country. This in itself is a step
forward.

Has corruption in 1973 increased or,
side by side, have we become more aware
of it and more intolerant of the status
quo?

We tend to take for granted what we
do have in India.

In spite of its squalor and slovenliness,
its smells and heartrending sights, its
slowness and suffering—it remains India,
When we're away, we miss it, When
we're here, we decry it. Yet deep down
in our hearts, all of us believe in its
great future, and a decent life for all
our people,

The India of 1973 is a tunnel we are
groping in but from which we, Govern-
ment and people, may emerge chastised
and wiser,

g Sty
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FORESTS — from page 9

the plant life, successfully established
over the years through a process of
natural adaptation to the soil and
climatic conditions, is dangerous.
Forests support a large variety of
wildlife which are a valuable heritage
of any country. It also more than
pays for itself. The East African
countries of Kenya, Uganda and

If out of India’s total grow-
ing forest stock of 2624 million
cubic metres, 200 million cubic
metres are removed annually,
how long will the forests last?

Tanzania, currently earn close to Rs

100 crores of foreign exchange annu-

ally from their wildlife sanctuaries.
This is double the amount that India
earns from tourism,

In all developed countries forests
are considered important for the re-
creation they provide to people. The
educational value too must not be
ignored. They also provide valuable
training ground for biologists, zoolog-
ists, botonists and environmental
scientists which we require in large
numbers. From the commercjal
standpoint, industry benefits by
the sale of sports and other equip-
ment. ;

What can the country do? The
planners must first realise the great
benefits of forests, If these could be
quantified they would run into thou-
sandg of crores of rupees, and not
just 1.6 per cent of the domestic pro-
duct as indicated by statistics.

A detailed survey must be made

to get the total picture, ~Our first
duty is to protect the forests and then
plan for increasing their productivity.
Various research studies must be
undertaken and a detailed soil/con-
tour/climate map of India should be
drawn up for thig purpose.

The outlay on forests needs to be
substantially increased. The Govern-
ment should also provide subsidised
electricity to the rural population to
prevent the destruction of forests for
tuel purposes.

The real value of our forests and
the need to conserve them should be
widely publicised on the radio, tele-
vision and in the press.

The forest officers have great res-
ponsibility in this regard, keeping
themselves up to date with the latest
advances in forestry, keeping a record
of their observationg regarding trees,
birds and other animal life, etc, and
educating people about the import-
ance .of proper conservation and
development of forests.

The USA faced a similar situation
in the earlier part of the century.
Rapacious logging had laid low half
of the country’s forests, creating dust
bowls, erosion and floods. But dur-
ing the '30s, Mr Franklin Roosevelt
created the Civilian Conservation
Corps and more than 2 million young
men were provided both employment
and a challenging work to replant

trees, create lakes and reservoirs,

forest roads and fire-lines, and within
a decade the country’s forests were
saved. There ig still hope for India
if she follows that example.
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‘‘Reading
HIMMAT

helped me to
find a job,”

says a young accountant from
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

He explains, “When I went for
the interview with an in-
ternational firm, I was tested
for my general knowledge on
world affairs. I knew all the
answers because I read HIM-
MAT each week. I later learnt
I had topped the batch.”

HIMMAT offers a distinctive
service to those who wish to
be informed on important
events abroad. Its correspon-
dents are among the best in-
formed and very often have
access to facts and insight into
events denied to others.

This may be why we had 347
new annual subscriptions in

July.

HIMMAT now goes to more
countries than any other
Indian newsweekly. An an-
nual subscription in India
costs only Rs 15.
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TWA is what travel
should be to 36 U.S. cities.

TWA IS WHAT FLYING TO THE USA SHOULD BE.

Flying East, flying West, TWA has the most
comfortable fleet of planes in the world,

On 707s, the middle of TWA’s unique twin seat folds
down into a side table when nobody’s next to you. And on
747s across the Atlantic, every seat has an adjustable
back support.

VWHAT IN-FLIGHT SERVICE AND ENTERTAINMENT
SHOULD BE.

On all TWA flights from the Far East, you'll find
both Asian and Western hostesses. They don’t just offer you
a choice of Western or Asian food. They understand the
highest traditions of Asian hospitality and service. And on
movie flights, TWA’s Ambassador Service gives you a
choice of two movies and eight tracks of audio.*

WHAT LONG AND SHORT FLIGHTS IN THE USA
SHOULD BE.
On long flights, TWA uses comfortable aircraft like
747s. And the new L~1011s, with two-across seating
throughout the economy section.

On short flights, TWA’s Ambassador Express saves
you a lot of time. You can buy your ticket right at the gate
and carry even big bags on board.

On all TWA flights in the USA, you can check your
luggage at the curb, right by your taxi, and then walk
straight through to the gate.
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WHAT CONNECTING AND SCHEDULES IN THE USA
SHOULD BE.

Connecting to 36 U.S. cities is easiest on TWA. The
way schedules are arranged is really helpful—you get to the
right place at the right time. And at San Francisco, Los
Angeles and New York’s Kennedy Airports, TWA’s U.S.
flights are right next door to international arrivals, What's
more, your bags are transferred automatically. from your
incoming flight.

WHAT A VACATION IN THE USA SHOULD BE.
TWA’s Travelpass and Hotelpass programmes save
you time and money.
Travelpass covers 3 categories of hotel at 14 major
U.S. cities and resorts. Your reservations are confirmed in
advance. Hotelpass guarantees a room with bath in
27 North American cities. All you have to do in most cases
is ring up or turn up before 6 p.m. on the day concerned.
Your trayel agent:ox TWA have full details,

TWA is what travel should be.

TWA Offices : Taj Mahat Hotel, Bombay. Tel: 255050
Ahmedabad & Bangalore « Calcutta e« Colombo
New Delhi » Madras » Kathmandu =
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Why the 30 per cent newsprint cut

by Bhojan Krishnan

THE thirty per cent cut in the
allocation of newsprint with
retrospective effect from April this
year is, to be sure, a hard blow to
many newspapers.
: Why did not the State Trad-
ing C.orporation, the sole agency
authorised to handle the imports of
newsprint, buy more of thig commo-
dlt){ .last year itself when the supply
position was good and prices were
cheaper in Canada?

Perhaps the Government had pre-
ferred, for political reasons, to
depend more on the East European
countries than on Canada. But the
STC’s version is that though it had
entered into long-term contracts
with newsprint exporters abroad,
including Canada, they are not pre-
pared to honour their commitments
in full in the face of acute shortage
of newsprint the world over; and the
skyrocketing of mnewsprint prices
following a rising demand and the
devaluation of the US dollar.

The STC has been able to persuade
newsprint exporters to supply about
117,700 tonnes of newsprint (as on
July 20) to India this year. The coun-
try-wise figures of newsprint (in

tonnes) made available to India are:
Bangladesh, 10,000; Canada, 60,000;
Scandinavia, 13,000; the Soviet
Union, 28,000; Czechoslovakia, 5,700;
and Poland, 1,000.

Added to this are the indigenous
production of 36,400 tonnes of news-
print and a small quantity set apart
for small newspapers, which bring the
total quantity of newsprint which
will be available with the STC dur-
ing the current year to 163,000
tonnes ag against the annual require-
ment of 230,000 tonnes. Thig leaves a
big gap of about 67,000 tonnes
(roughly 30 per cent).

A high level delegation from the

 Indian and Eastern Newspaper So-

ciety which visited Canada and ‘he
United States recently drew a blank
except for an assurance from Canada
for the supply of 4,000 to 5,000
tonnes. There is no indication that
the situation will improve in the
near future though the Government
prefers to be optimistic.

The prevailing rates (per tonne) in
the world markets as against the
previous rates in brackets are:
Scandinavia Rs 1,428 (Rs 1,316); one
firm in Canada Rs 1,575 (Rs 1,219)
and another firm Rs 1,594 (Rs
1,196); Bangladesh Rs 1,500 (Rs

1,357); the Soviet Union Rs 1,939
(Rs 1,356); and Poland Rs 1,876 (Rs
1,350).

The Soviet Union has increased
its rates by about Rs 500 (the
highest increase by any country).
Committed to supply 50,000 tonnes,
the Soviet Union is now prepared to
part with only 28,000 tonnes. Bangla-
desh hag increased the prices, too.
However, Bangladesh produces only
40,000 tonnes of newsprint a year of
which more than 15,000 tonnes are
required for internal consumption.

The first and the only news-
print mill in India — the National
Newsprint and Paper Mills (Nepa)
at Nepanagar (MP) went into pro-
duction in 1955. It had an installed
capacity of 30,000 tonnes a year
which has since been increased to
75,000 tonnes, but its real production
is in the region of only 38,000 tonnes
a year.

The Planning Commission pro-
poses to review the newsprint policy
afresh. The présent plans are to in-
crease the production of newsprint
by the end of the fifth plan to 160,000
tonnes.

The 80,000-tonne newsprint plant
in the public sector being set up by

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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AMAR DyEe-CHEM LTD.&

RANG UDYAN, NWMiM. BOMBAY 400016

Branches : AHMEDABAD « CALCUTTA « DELMI
JAIPUR « MADRAS « MADURAI
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the Hindustan Paper Corporation in
Kerala is expected to go into produc-
tion in 1977-78. Other proposals are
of setting up plants in the private
sector in Himachal Pradesh (Ballar-
pur P. S. Mills) based on pinewood,
with a capacity of 60,000 tonnes and
Uttar Pradesh (Suraj Industrial
Packing Limited) based on eucalyp-
tus, with a capacity of 60,000 tonnes.

So far private entrepreneurs have
increasingly gone in for the manu-

facture of culture paper plus
packaging material because the profit
margin is higher than in newsprint.
In contrast to only one newsprint
mill in India, there are over 59 mills
manufacturing paper and paper pro-
ducts.

There is no denying the fact
that the Government of India has
messed up things. But one pertinent
question is whether the press, too,
has not aided in this process. If only
the newspapers had acted with fore-

sight and functioned within a self-
imposed newsprint cut of say five to
ten per cent, the crisis would not
have been all that serious. In this
the big ten newspaper chains have a
greater responsibility, for 52.52 per
cent of the total newsprint in India
is consumed by them. Perhaps, if
the newspapers join hands with the
Government in the manufacture of
newsprint, they may not continue to
run into trouble with newsprint sup-
plies. What seems to be lacking is
a workable relationship between the
Government and the press.
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HAVE YOU PROVIDED
FUNDS FOR YOUR CHILDREN’S
chuzn EDUCATION’

When your children are ready for higher education
will you be ready to meet the expenses? SAVE now
and SAVE regularly by opening a Savings Account
or a Fixed Deposit Account with DENA BANK,

SIX other DENA BANK Savings Schemes:
Minors” Savings Scheme @' Recurring Deposit Scheme
‘Monthly Savings-Cum-Annuity Scheme @ Multi-Purpose
Deposit Scheme @ Cash Certificates ® Deposit Linked

{A Government of India
Undertaking) SE
!Head Office: Horniman Circle, |
Bombay 1 -
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INDIAN RAILWAYS

The importance of the railways can never
be underestimated in developing countries.
In India, in particular, apart from pro-
viding the vital m‘dns of transportation
of goods of daily necessity and for deve-
lopment purposes, the railways have play-
ed a vital role in unifying this vast land
of great diversities.

To run the Indian Railways on efficient
lines and improving the services provided,
a thorough clean-up is necessary. Hold-
ups and bottlenecks in the administra-
tion often create impossible situations.

Your London correspondent, Mr Gor-
don Wise’'s recent article (HIMMAT,
July 27) “Fast trains will unite Europe’
makes interesting reading in this regard.
There is no question that Indian Railways
should be run economically. But no rail-
way should be allowed to close down on
economic grounds alone. Successive clo-
sures of some very useful and vital nar-
row gauge railways in West Bengal in
the past few years have brought immense
suffering to the people,

If France and Ttaly regard their rail-
ways as a national service and do not ex-
pect them to pay their way any more
than should street lighting or domestic
water supply, I do not understand why
in our country vital railway links should

be closed on the ground of being uneco-
nomic.
SATYA BANER]I, Calcutta |
Sir, What you say is true, but the way
in which a section of the railway staff
has held the country to ramsom, dis-
locating transport of essential foodstufls,
does not exactly cover them with glory

or with public sympathy,
—Ed

MOZAMBIQUE

I am grateful for the comment and
despatch in your issue of July 20 on
Portugal and Mozambique.

I have had a long family connection
with Portugal and I realise there are many
contrary forces at. work, so that an .im-=,
partial article like My Wise’s contributes
to the solution of problems.

NORAH KERR, London

HIMMAT IN BRITAIN

I would like to express my personal
thanks and that of 25 others to whom
we distribute “HIMMAT” weekly for
your consistently high quality and range
of comment on domestic and internatio-
nal affairs.

As a group of 25 Indian and British
residents of the Midlands from all walks
of life, we look forward to your maga-
zine each week and appreciate your work.
Your pictures and cartoons that go with
the articles make them always interesting
and stimulating.

A, A, WENBAN, Birmingham

—

HEADACHE

relieved in minutes !

| AMRUTANJAN

Amrutanjan Lid.,
NS Lur Charch Road,

AMRUTANJAN

asafe, sure, on-the-spot remedy for aches, colds and pains

Amrutanjan gives quick relief from headaches, muscular
pains, sprains, bodyaches and colds, Rub in Amrutanjan
and pains disappear. Available in bottles, economy jars

and low-cost compact tins.

Amrutanjan — 10 medicaments in one. 3

AM/757)
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Amrutanjan Limitea

DEV
1889-1956

HE was like a mason laying brick
over brick to patiently build up the
structure of a socialistic society.
The Congress Socialist Party,
which he founded, along with
others, in 1934, included such fa-
mous figures as 'Jayaprakash Nara-
yan, Yusuf Meherally and Ram
Manohar Lohia, It was more like
a joint family than a political as-
sociation and the Acharya was the
cement that bound it together,
Though the Acharya was a re-
nowned scholar of political philoso-
phy and ancient Indian history, it
was his affectionate manner that
appealed to the heart of those com-
ing in contact with him before his
scholarship had its impact on their
brain. As Mr N. G. Goray, vete-
ran socialist, once said: “One hand-
shake with him made you imme-
diately forget the generation gap.”

His personality had its source in
his understanding of the teachings
of Buddha and Gandhi and his di-
ligent study of the revolutionary
approach of Marxism to social
problems. He had basic differences
with the Communists, though, and
did not hesitate to express them
and act according to his convic-
tions.

The Acharva was opposed to a
regimented concept of life and was
conscious of the importance of the
individual. “Narrow individuality
retards the growth of personality,”
he once said. “Individualism can
attain its supreme development
only in the highest common social
effort.”

The Acharya was also a distin-
guished educationist and wags Vice-
Chancellor of Lucknow and Bana-
ras universities,

He was disillusioned by the way
socialism was diluted in post-Inde-
pendence India, as also by the cor-
ruption and hypocrisy of the rulers.
He was the founder-member of the
Praja Socialist Party — formed’ in
1952 after a break-un with the
Congress — and also served as its
Chairman.

Just before his death he said,
“National independence has gained
but democracy has receded all oyer
Asia, Africa and Latin America,
Caste, tribal, regional and linguis-
tic pulls are playving havoc with
the democratic institutions and the
backward and stagnant economies
of these countries.”

We today would do well to heed
the views of the ‘“Father of demc-
cratic socialism in India”,

s

(@his was o Life)

ACHARYA NARENDRA W
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TuE public mood is fickle.

On August 15 India observes a
fresh freedom anniversary. We
assume, and our fathers assumed,
that sovereignty is as necessary as
air for a country. But this was
not the view of all Indians towards
the end of the last century.

The Congress movement brought
India freedom, but at its first
gathering in Bombay Mr Subra-
mania Aiyar of Madras had said :
“By a merciful dispensation  of
providence, India, which was for
centuries the victim of external
aggression and plunder, of internal
civil wars and general confusion,
has been brought under the domi-
nion of the great British power.”

Indiang of our time are impress-
ed with Queen Elizabeth and ad-
mire her poise and naturalness.
But listen to what “The Hindu”
of Madras, which wag to become
one of the most powerful voices of
nationalist India, said about Eliza-
beth’s great great grandmother,
Victoria, in 1897, when the golden
jubilee of her reign was being cele-
brated. The editorial was entitled
“God bless our gracious Empress”,
“After ages of division, turbulence,
oppression, misery and degrada-
tion, Her Imperial Majesty shines
forth as the glorious and benefi-
cent star of united India, as the
glorious and beneficent sun of
righteousness and power and
plenty...the bonds of superstition
are beginning to slacken...the iron
bands of traditional custom and
blind sectional prejudices are daily
giving way...In British India there
are millions and milliong who are
proud to be subjects of Queen
Victoria...everywhere Her Maje-
sty’s name is blessed and cheered
to the echo by millions upon mill-
iong of voices of Hindus.”

Curzon, who became Viceroy at
the turn of the century, was con-

. temptuous towards the Congress.

He disliked its first gentle appeals
for self-Government. ‘Tt is totter-
ing to its fall,” he remarked, “and
one of my ambitions while in India
is to assist it to a peaceful demise.”

For a deeper change
by Rajmohan Gandhi

The years that followed dis-
obeyed the handsome Viceroy's
wish.

Fickleness also works in ~the
short run. In early 1972 the ruling
Congress Party seemed in sure
command. The Prime Minister
appeared incapable of putting a
foot wrong. United action looked
possible. In less than 18 months,
processions of protest have re-
placed pageants of triumph. The
Congress is no longer certain of
its hold over the public.

Thig is not to say that an elec-
tion today would return a non-
Congress Government at the Cen-
tre. The public not only does not
see an alternative to Mrs Gandhi,
it continues to appreciate her abi-
lities, But she would be among
the first to recognise her party’s
shrinking prestige.

Considerations of prestige and
image, however, are not the im-
portant ones. What we have to
ask ourselves is whether India’s
millions, will be enabled to lead
pleasanter and more comfortable
lives. The image of Congress may
brighten or fade with the passage
of decades, or even of vears and
months; will the happiness of our
people grow in a steady upward
curve?

It is necessary, at an anniversary
like this, to look again at the
fundamentals. If first things are
to be tackled first our moral stand-
ards would require attention, Is
it possible to cheat in examina-
tions, cheat over taxes, shirk work,
tell lies about election expendi-
tures, offer and accept bribes for
licences and quotas and have
healthy national growth at the
same time?

Honesty, conscience, integrity
and other concepts of the kind
have not been banished from our
conversation; they have merely
been devalued.

There is a peculiar and irrational

connection in some minds bqtv_veen
integrity and a particular kind of
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cloth or costume, between a
social conscience and particular
political ism. Wear the uniform,
or utter the password, and you are
admitted to the patriotic club. It
is a first class tragedy.

From a preoccupation with
externals we have to shift towards
an appreciation of intrinsic worth.
If the crisis is of character it is
character that has to be restored.
And there is no way in which this
can happen other than by indivi-
dual men and women making deci-
siong for their own lives.

Perhaps there is room today for

an army, a band, a team, the word
is unimportant, of those who de-
cide in this fashion and then work
and do battle together. If there
grows a large team of dedicated
and disciplined men and if it
moves as one it could command
attention and fill a vacuum. Its
very contrast with the prevailing
contours would make it conspicu-
ous.

Not power but responsibility
would be the aim of a force of
this kind. It would be an exam-
ple, not an authority. It could be
a leaven for raising our national
life.

Men in power would have to
modify and restrain themselves if
such a team persisted with its
efforts. Deep reflection ig not re-
quired to see that the creation of
such a team is vastly more import-
ant than the setting up of a new
opposition party. One more group
that seeks political power will
neither attract the public’s sym-
pathy nor get, at an early date,
an opportunity of remoulding
the country. But a nation-wide
force with a moral emphasis influ-
encing all parties, including the
ruling party, and affecting the ad-
ministration, business, labour and
education could achieve results.

Whose task is it to create such
a force of men and women? To
finance it? To keep it true to its
principles? To help it make a
mark on our timeg and on history?

Here’s who.

Right now somewhete, somebody is
swallowing a tablet.

You don't even realise it but our cans
have been helping to bring you the things
you use every day : pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics, fruits, fish, baby foods,

ghee and vanaspati, paints, motor-oils.
Ail with their quality intact.

Our way of doing it is with the most,
modern technology.

We are an assocjate of the world's largest,
can manufacturer, the American Can
Company. Through us, the fruits of their,
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to canners and consumers in India.

“over $ 20,000,000 annual résearch and

—

development programme are available

Which means, better and more cans
for you, naturally.

Things you can't dowithout, Poyshacan

Ll

' Bombay » Ghaziabad » Cochin
‘Subsidiaries: Kaira Can Co, Ltd, Anand  Colrige Ltd., Bombay
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MUKAND

For

Steel Castings

M. S. Bars & Rods

High Carbon Wire Rods
Ribbed Torsteel

E. O. T. & other Cranes
Re-rolling Mills

Plant & Equipment for Chemical
Industries

MUKAND IS STEEL

Mukand Iron & Steel Works
Limived.

Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg,

Kurla,
Bombay 400 070

Phone 55 56 41
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COMPETITION No. 343
OLUTION @
N i} FIND THE BALL

Competition No.346

2nd Prize
. EAGLE Vacuum Flask
® On the ball wins Jackpot:
® Nearest entry wins Rs. 25

HOW TO PLAY

The ball in this cricket action picture las been painted

oul. All you have to,do is to mark a cross ( not circle,

Arrow, etc) where you think the ball is. Then cut out
“the picture and coupon and send it to “Find the Ball"

¢/o HIMMAT, white House, 91 Walkeshwar Road, Bombay W8

before noon on Thursday AUGUST a0

The winner will be announced in the following issue

You may not send more than Six Entries in any

tempetition. N.B. only one cross may be marked

w‘NNEnS ) on each picture. The Editor's decision rs final,

First Prize of Rs 25 goes to
N.8. Kannan, 126, V Cross

*Each week half the prize of Rs. 50 will be awarded to
the nearest entry. The other half will be carried forward

e D
to a "Jackpot' to be won.by the first competitor who

(gpgzg.ir 8{ ’ Gamb}za‘idge Road marks EXACTLY the centre of the ball, This Jeckpot
V! ] soor, angalore-s 3 Prize will accumulate by Rs. 25 per week until it is won,

1.8 mm frem ball)

Secend Prize (Bagle Vacuum

lask) goes te N.G. Sen, BLOCK LETTERS

Hindustan Steel Ltd, Inter-
national Bldg, 16, Maharshi
Karve Road, Churchgate,

Bombay-20, (2 mm from ball)

JACKPOT

Next week

Rs 200 |

| Telelink-50
' Link Gear

ur
RANGE OF TIPPING GEARS

Made to work easy on
the toughest jobs

SL-54 Twin o=
Tipping Gear

SL-7 Single Ram
Tipping Gear

USHA TELEHOIST LIMITED
Regd. Office : 14, Princep Street, Calcutta-13 @ C-20, Friends Colony, New Delhi-14
2, General Patters Road, Madras-2 e 20, Rajmahal, 84, Veer Nariman Road, Bombay-20
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when safety

depends on

one lock,
there’s

only one
lock—
NAV-TAL

Used by banks, ware-
houses, factories and
households—because it is
dependable. Precision-
made, with keys cut in a
different combination for
each lock, the Nav-Tal is
designed for unpickability

and maximum security.
Double casing of brass and
steel makes it uniquely
strong.

Manufactured by Godrej
—the people who have
made security equipment
for over 70 years.

4 SIZES
40 mm — 5 levers
50 mm ~— 6 levers
65 mm — 7 levers
85 mm — 8 levers

NAV-TAL

Always ask for the Anchor Brand.
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