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e at Castle Bromwich

A GENERAL VIEW of the interior of the B.LF. buildings at Castle Bromwich during thc

meeting of the Oxford Group yesterday. ' No: fewer than {35 nationalities were represented

in the vast audience. L eft: Groupers from abroad, weafing national dress and carrying
their banners. | Birmingham Gazette photograph.
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BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM
- TAKES PART

Castle Bromwich Assembly
World Broadcast

MHE National Assembly of the
Oxford Group at Castle Brom-
wich, Birmingham, this week-end
has been an amazing affair (writes
a Birmingham Gazette reporter),

Here was pageantry impressive
in every feature; here were men
and women of every class, colour
and counfry and thousands of
them unifed in purpose,

Quite 25,000 people took part in ihe
agsembly. They came from 35 different
countries and some had travelled
13,000 miles. Savingsg had been drawn
out of the banks and valued posses-
sionsg sold to enable many of them to
be present.

Who were these 25,000 people? Several
thousanas, one imagines were people
from the Birmingham district who
wanted to know just what this Oxford
Group is all about.

The rest were Oxford Groupers, peers
side by side with ex-convicts, Fascists
and Communists, Catholicg and
Protestants, Frenchman and Germans,
“bosses " angd their employees, bishops
and athletes, factory hands and farm
hands, captains of industry and men
on the dole.

All out for the one end—expressed
in their words as ‘* God-controlled
men and God-controlled nations.”

There was no emotionalism. The
huge crowd was light-liearted, good-
humoured yet serious in its respect for
the Oxford Group movement, There
wds no orthodox phraseology of
Christianity, They were not converted
sinners, but “ blokes who had been
changed.” There was no call to prayer
and meditation, just tributes to the
essential importance of the * quiet
time.”

But there was all the fire of the old
evangelists. Every minute evidenced
the enthusiasm of these people who
want to turn the world upside down.

A dozen times at least the great
crowd sang the Group’s theme song,
* Bridgebuilders.” It was broadcast
yesterday to the far ends of the earth.
Once heard it is never forgotten.

There were processiong of youth,
ex-Servicemen and nurses who served
in the Great War, and Dutch visitors at
both meetingg yesterday, while a
pageant of nationa; flag - bearers
marched through the singing congrega-
tion. 3

THE BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM

The Benediction gt the end of a world
broadcast was given by the Bishop of
Birmingham (Dr, E. W, Barnes), who
took part in the broadcast, Speaking
later he said: ‘* The supreme necessity
of the worlg is peace. 1 would g0
further and say it is the knowledge of
God that leads to peace,” 0 e L s

under conditions like that so can the
world if it listens to God.
Loudon Hamilton, in whose rooms at

Oxford the movement began: There is
an answer in the message of the
Oxford Group for all the questions
Vimy Ridge is bound to raise in our

minds

Roger Faure, French architect: There
is no “ absolute love " in my country;
only fear and anxiety.

Franz Fuchsthaller, Austrian ex-
soldier, whose words were translated
into English by a German:

Please show friendship to us, We
seek only a lasting peace. | will™
serve God and strive to bring aboﬁt:
His Kingdom,

Thorkild Starper, a Dane: I spent
many hours learning to use a machine-
gun and a bayonet. I realise now the
only way of securing real peace is by
life-changing.

Jurrien ten Have (Holland): An enter-
prising firm of undertakers hagd as
their advertisement—" You only just
die, We do the rest.”” That is what
God said to me and when my egoism
had gone I became useful.

Alistair Dow (Scotland): My home
used to be a parking place by
night and a filling station by day. It
is a real home now it is God-controlled.

The Lord Mayor of Newcastle
(Alderman W. Locke): I tell all the
conferences that meet in Newcastle—
“When you come to knotty problems
don’t wrangle, bring God in."”

IFarrar Vickers, managing director of
a well-known Leeds oil firm: It is not
sufficient fo provide steady work at
good wages and under goad conditions
with  safe dividsnds for capital,
Management involves personal
responsibility for persons,

Jack Ansell, chauffeur: I appeal to
you all to become de-carbonised, You
will run all the better,

GOD AND INDUSTRY

Austin Reed, head of the firin of that
name: Business can't be run success-
fully solely on a profit basis. Industry
can be brought into God's plan,

Teddy Galloway, unemployed for 5
years: I have found that I have a part
to play. God runs my home, though it
is on the dole,

Dozens of other spesakers paid tribute
to what the Oxford Group had meafit
to them—divorce papers torn up, homes
and offices transformed lives changed
in purpose and meaning, new
adventures in living,

What does Birmingham think of it
all ? The Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress were there, so wers local
Members of Parliament, magistrates,
industrialists, The Oxford Group wants
Birmingham to be the jeader of a new
industrial revolution, Eyes are on the
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Garden Party open,

BIRMINGHAM’S FIRST, THEATRICAL GARDEN PARTY

R

At Birmingham's first Theatrical Garden Party, ‘which was held on Saturday at t.he Botanical
Gardens under the auspices of the First Nighters’ Club. The Lady Mayoress of Birmingham (Mrs.
S. J. Grey) being initiated as a member of the club by Miss Irene Vanbrugh, who declared the
Among others in the picture are Miss Cora Goffin, Miss Neta Underwood

and the Lord Mayor.

WEEK-END CARNIVALS

Kinver yillagers on [Saturday
brought {Heir first car
triumphgnt eonclusion,/ and as a
result it{is expected tHaf the £200
required \for a car-for the district
ave been secured.

A heavy shower in the early af(el‘-
noon threatened to spoil the procession
vards there was bright sun-

Most original tableau gr gro
Neville and party, Bviltnt ood (

i ys' Burntwood,/ Imp4. RO
b+ use pcr business’\ premises on | Erdingtgn, 4 ;
route.~1, Mr. Clafke, Pojt Office, Burntwood; 2, |, Uben jumping class.—1,
Mrs. Johnson, 44, Ohase-
rton | Dandies; 2/ tie between

val to a
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Hayes- ~——

ley; 3, E. Sgrith, Hana:

on foot.—1, @.| In the

stone, Sutton Coldfield;

ad, Burntwéod. 2, Raymgnd Chesshire,

Brownhilly” Sylvians; 4,

Tars.

Fradley.

Matthews, King's Bromley; 3, J.

. 7
Best, kept\(“nﬂﬂgé' flower garden: 1, G. Hasby,
nClng Bromley Hayes;~2, Mjss Sheckleton, King's Brom-
\m;{e; 4, A, E. Legge.
unted sports the-gesults were:i—
: Je Childref’s riding class.—1, Mtsg Ann Feather-
e LR , Miss Oynthia Eagles,
P W, Fosl‘m, Etwall;
Derby; 4,\Miss Connie Burley, Harhor;ie.
Children's >tiding class.—1, Miss Kajhleen Terry,
> Walmley, Erdington; 2,
—Waledll Wood Red Streetly; 3, Miss Pam Jobson, Duffield.
Novice horse jumping.—1, E.
ton; 2, Raymond Chesshire, Derby; 3, N,

WON TEN FIRSTS

Adcock, Thurmas-

HOSPITAL
RROBLEM

for Haleyowen is under cgpnsidera-
tion.

At a neeting of Thzt Hospital
Charities Committee on Safurday night
it was repdrteq that at/the annual
meeting a dommittee was appointed
to go into thq matter of gxtending the
present hospital

Since then

he commjttee had dis-
cussed the i

alterngftive scheme

Dr. Blore stated that at the request
of the committee ] had mentionad
the matter to other\miedical men in the
borough and found Yhey were not very
enthusiastic about Ahe larger scheme
at Cradley and Hill 'wnd Cakemore,

The doctors ’
grounds that the meeds of the former
were met by Co
bridge, and the Jatter iy the Birming-
ham hospitals.

The medical also opposed
to building a r t the present
institution, anfl it was shiggested that
in any schenfe provision\ would have
to be made for midwifery cases, and
facilities prgvidéd for open-air treat-
ment as well as recreation for the
nursing staff.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS
course of a long \iscussion
pxplained that the alternative
schemey were the extensiopn of the
presenf building at a cost of\between
£6,000 /and £10,000, or the erectjon of a
new hospital at an estimated \cost of
betwgen £20,000 and £30,000.

It /was felt that the views
gidents of the borough showd be
ained, and it was decided to
pyblic meeting.

The commitiee were asked to prepare
alternative schemes with the estimhted

In the
it was

costs of each for presentation to

was marked on
y stone-laying cere-
situated in

be com-

will cost £10,0
stones were
remony—three in menhory of
nnister, Mrs, G. \C. Dgan and
Mrs. J. C, Newe) d seven

Crow, Mr, James
D, M. Fell (a schoo
" Morley, Mrs. C.
E. M. Rand, and on

hubleday,
oy), Mr.
Newey

day selected ag /prospective
Parliamentary ndidate for
Smethwick, The meeting at which
this decision wasg de was con-
vened by the Tradeg and Labour
‘Counecil.
The proceedings werd private, and at

the - close of the [qonference the
announcement was made by Councillor
Mrs. Farley, the Lahouy Party agent
and secretary of th¢ onganisation in
the borough.

Mr. Willey is the/ fourth candidate
to have been chgsen by the local
Labour Party sinfe Smethwick was
created a Parlianjentary \Borough in
1918, Mr. John E./Davison \wag elected
the first Member gnd he was succeéded
by Mr. (now Siry Oswald sley, who
continued to repyesent Smetiwick until
he launched hig new party.

CONSERVATIVE SEA

That caused/a serious breadh in the
ranks of the $methwick Labour Party,
and at the fpllowing election\Mr, W,
E. Lawrencd was the Laboun candi-
date. He wpas defeated by Mr. \A. Roy
Wise and the seat (which had §lways
been held /by Labour) has sincd4 been
held Py /him in the Conseryative
interests.

The fjgures at the last Gdneral

Mr. A, Roy Wise (Con.) ...... 16575
Dr. L. W. Brook (Lab.) .., 15,
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BLACKSMITHS’
COMPETITIONS

Birmingham Team Wins

Shield

In\ the picturesqiie Warwickshire
villag of Wolvey, appropriately
enough ’‘neath the ‘“shade” of a
spreadi chestnut  tree, within
a few Yards of the centre of the
village, the Birmingham and West
Midland Digtrict of the National Master
Farriers’ any Blacksmiths' Association
on Saturday\held their annual horse-
shoeing comp@titions.

Birmingham,\ Wolverhampton, Staf-
ford, Northampign and Wolvey were
among the 18 teangs entered.

The challenge shield went to Birmingham “B "
team with 72pts., and f4e challenge cup to the
Stafford team. Wolverh ton ‘A’ team weére
third, Northampton “B ityth, and Northampten
“A" fitth.

mingham *“‘B") was

qn behalf

In the individual competitions, W, Macklin (Bit-
figet
7'

“T") reserve, while 1g% the hest Nt thoe, W, Mack-
lin was first, W7 T. A, well  (Coveiitey)
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THE BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM
The Benediction gt the end of a world
broadcast 5_given by the Bishop of
Irming (Dr. E. W, Bs
in the broag ast, 8p
aid: ** The su reme 1necess
i . I would
is the knowled

took
later
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ity

aid that God worked His
purpose earth to those who
tried to be loyal to Him, God would let

estroy ourselves i we denied Himi
or forgot His word. God w yod, but
there w something terrible in d-
ness. Terrible was the Way He alloweq
evil to work itself out.

“ We can find God as Ghrist did, |
gives guidance to those who seek Him
aright. I am here to-day because I
believe ths groups seek to find and

the ... I pray God that
you and th from every land who ara
here to-day may by the light and help
you receive from God be enabled in
this dangerous era to preserve His
civilisation and {o build the Kingdom
of God upon earth.”

The Bishop's contribution
an address by Dr. F
founder of the
were
tran
Ching

followed

‘ank Buchman, the

movement, whose words
lven a world wide broadcast and

ated into French, German, Dutch,
v Greek and Danish.

LET THERE BE GOD-CONTROL

Dr, Buchmagn said:

A country’s safety lies in God-control,
God-controlled ihdividials, God-
controlled politie (i mitrolled
schoo God-controlled industry, God-
controlled nations. This means that
everybody takes his o s from God,

y believ in  honesty,
unselfishness and Jove for the
other fellow, And some might even

0 s0 far as to wish it for the other

ion! But the Oxford Group goes
one better and believes that you might
even start with yourself and your own
natiom

Leaders everywhere now say
that the world needs not only a
moral, but also a spiritual awaken-
ing. They say it in the universities,
in  politics, in businesses, in
chancelleries,

But the problem is still how.
will W us if we are willir
man listens God speaks. When
obeys God w The secret is C
control. We 4 not out to tel] God.
We are out to let God tell us. And
He will telf us.

The nations must he governed by
men urder instructions from God
as definitely given and understood
as if they come by wire. -Tihs is
the true dictatorship of the living
God.

God

the
his

for
for

is the true patriotism,
atriot gives his life
country’s resurre n.
The world needs a miracle. Miracles
science have been the wonder of
the age, but they have not brought
ace and happin to the nations.
iiracle of the spirit. is what we

the
men

ine guidance must become
normal éxperience of ordinary
and womer man can p up
f he will put his
order. Definite,
adequate information can
come from the mind of G to the
mind of man. This is normal prayer.
There must ome a  spiritual
dynamic which will change human
nature and re-make men and nations.
5¢ will order come out of chaos

onal and intérnational affairs.

in

TESTIMONIES
Henry Poulson, Scottish rugger inteér-
iona I trained for rugger in the
ning I learned I had to train
for God then, too.

Jens Tvede, of Copenhagen :
here '‘1Is it cricket? In
now we *Is it Oxford? »

Joe Darbyshire, unemployed miner
from Bolton: Fellows from 17 nations
have lived together in camp this week
‘at Castle Bromwich, I have not heard
8 cross word. If we can live together

You say
Denmark

Cthe

s 1o
work at
g09d conditions

for capital,

personal

sufficient to provide steady
good wages and under
with  safe dividsnds
Management involves
responsibility for persons
Jack Ansell, chauffeur:
you all to become (e
will run all the bet

I appeal to
‘arbonised, You

GOD AND INDUSTRY

Austin Reed, head of the firm of that
name: Business can't be run success.
fully solely on a profit basis Industry
can be brought into God's plan,

Teddy Galloway, anemployed for 5
years: I have found that I have a part

God runs my home, though it

lole,

of other speakers paid tribute
to what the Oxford Group had meafit
to them—divorce papers torn up, homes
and offices transformed lives changed
in purpose and meaning, new
adventures in living,

What doeg Birmingham think of it
all? The Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayore were there, so werg local

of Parliament, magistrates,

lists, The Oxford Group wants

gham to be the jeader of a new

industrial revolution, Eyes are on the

city to see what will happen row that

Group has invaded the Midland
metropolis,
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result it\is expected tHat the £200
required \for a car-for the district
nurse will Trave been secured.

A heavy shower in the earl) after-
noon threatened to spoil the procession
but afterwards there was bright sun-
shine. T R
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