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CHRISTIANITY IN
GERMANY

A NAZI DOCUMENT

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—Nazi Germany’s determination to
destroy Christianity has been apparent for
many years, but nowhere has it been more
categorically stated than in a secret
Gestapo report which has now been dis-
covered. As this document has received
less attention than it deserves, we trust that .
you will allow us to set some brief extracts
before your readers.

The document, which, as its title page states,
was prepared by the head office of the Reich
Security Department, concerns Dr. Buchman
and the Oxford Group. It denounces them
for * uncompromisingly taking up a frontal
position against National Socialism ” in that
*“ they encourage their members to place them-
selves fully beneath the Christian Cross and to
oppose the cross of the swastika with the Cross
of Christ, as the former seeks to destroy the
Cross of Christ.” * Frankly, the importance
of the Group lies here,” the document con-
tinues. ‘‘ At the very moment when we (the
Nazi Party) are making efforts to suppress
Christian conviction of sin, which appears to
us the first step towards the enslavement of the
German, a movement is emanating from the
Anglo-Saxons, who are racially related to us,




which regards just this consciousness of sin as
a basis for change in national relationships.”

The document further states that the secret
police regarded the movement as * the pace-
maker of Anglo-American diplomacy ” and as
a force working * to bring about new political
and ideological conditions in the Reich.”
“ The Group as a whole,” it says, * constitutes
an attack upon the nationalism of the State and
demands the utmost watchfulness on the part
of the State. It preaches revolution against
the National State, and has quite evidently
become its Christian opponent.”

Speaking of the influence of the campaign
for moral re-armament, the report con-
tinues: —

If ‘one considers the names of the chief propagandists
for Buchman’s call to moral re-armament in England and
elsewhere, the political counterpart of the movement
becomes plain: the Jewish Western democracies. Nor is
there any room for doubting against whom this whole
campaign was directed, bearing in mind the year in
which it took place, 1938, the year when—as it was
said—Germany attacked little Austria with brutal
force. . . . The Group breathes the spirit of Western
democracy. It supplies the Christian garment for world
democratic aims. The Group and the democracies
supplement each other and render each other’s work
fruitful.

The whole report throws an interesting light
on the Nazi mind, as well as finally dispelling
the widespread misrepresentations which have
been circulated about this Christian move-
ment. We hope that a full translation will be
made available to the British public. For it
is vital that we should understand the spiritual
foundations of democracy as clearly as did
our enemies, and that we should sustain with
all our strength what they feared and hoped
to destroy. Yours, &c.,
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