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Musical
with a
difference

By Noreen Sutcliffe
SPRINGBOK Stampede,

a musical with a differ-
ence, opens in Port Eliza-
beth tonight. I t  wi l l  be
something new t o  young
and old.

The show,  I  a m  to ld ,  i s  a n
expression of  the patr iot ism and
fa i th  t h e  y o u n g  people i n  t h e
cast have in God. They sing and
work w i t h o u t  sa la ry  a n d  w i t h
energy, ta lent  and gaiety.

Springbok Stampede f i r s t  h i t
the headl ines t w o  y e a r s  a g o .
The c a s t  t h e n  consisted o f  2 0
young people. To d a y  hundreds
of y o u n g  people, Eng l i sh -  a n d
Afr ikaans - speaking, c o u n t
themselves p a r t  o f  S p r i n g b o k
Stampede.

A M E R I C A
Last y e a r  S p r i n g b o k  S t a m -

pede v is i ted Amer i ca  w i t h  ou t -
standing results.  N o w  i t  i s  o n
a tour  o f  the Republic and Rho-
desia.

The name,  Sp r ingbok  S t a m -
pede, w a s  t h e  b r a i n -child o f
Charlotte Daneel ,  d a u g h t e r  o f
the S p r i n g b o k  r u g b y  p l a y e r ,
George Daneel.

Charlotte spent  some t i m e  i n
America where she took pa r t  in
a s ing-out, t h e  Amer i can  name
for  a  s i m i l a r  s h o w.  O n  h e r
return t o  South A f r i c a  she f e l t
that  South A f r i can  youth should
take up  the  challenge l i ke  the i r
American counterparts and p u t
their  feel ings a n d  a i m s  across
by means o f  music. She decided
the b e s t  n a m e  f o r  t h e  s h o w
would be  Spr ingbok  Stampede.

TEACHER
A P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  t e a c h e r,

Miss Ce l ia  v a n  ' t  Hoogerhuys,
took p a r t  i n  t h e  S p r i n g b o k
Stampede i n  J u n e  l a s t  y e a r
when t h e  s h o w  p l a y e d  t o
packed houses i n  Du rban .  I t
was g i v e n  a  f i v e - s t a r  r a t i n g
by t hea t re  c r i t i c s  i n  N a t a l —a
higher r a t i ng  than  some o f  the
imported mus i ca l s  play ing  i n
Durban a t  the time.

" I t  is a  wonderful  show. T h e

young p e o p l e  d o  e v e r y t h i n g
themselves. T h e y  a r range  t h e
numbers, see to  the stage direc-
tion a n d  keep  t h e  s h o w  go ing
wi th  p  l en t  y o f  m o v e m e n t
throughout," s h e  sa id .

SPIRIT
This is  more than a  swinging

musical s h o w .  I t  i s  a n
expression o f  the sp i r i t  o f  young
South A f r i ca .  The young people
want  t o  take  the best f r o m  the
past, a d d  t h e  chal lenge o f  t h e
present a n d  s u r g e  i n t o  t h e
future.

This they  t r y  and do through
the musical .  T h e r e  i s  no th ing
stodgy a b o u t  t h e  s h o w,  i t  i s

Springbok stamped.
ers in action during
one of their shows
along the Garden
Route this week.
Springbok S t a r t l •

pede opens tonight
in the Crispin Hall,
Mount Road. The
musical i s  acted,
organised, a n d
stage.managed b y
scores o f  young
South Africans. The
cast include nurses,
students, soldiers,
teachers, p o l i c e
cadets and others.
The show is  fast
moving with scores
of rousing songs
that have caught
the imagination of
yound a n d  o l d .

slick w i t h  p l en t y  o f  movement
and has  a n  appeal ing swing.

Dur ing t h e  season i n  C a p e
Town t h e  c a s t  p l a y e d  t o  a
packed house  o f  1,000 peop le
and received rave  notices f r o m
crit ics there.

Some o f  t he  young  people i n
the show are s t i l l  a t  school. To
overcome s c h o o l i n g  p r o b l e m s
they h a v e  a  t r a v e l l i n g  schoo l
and d o  t h e i r  studies o n  totur.
Teachers t rave l  w i t h  Stampede.

There w i l l  b e  t w o  shows i n
Port  E l izabeth.  T h e y  s t a r t  a t
8.15 t o n i g h t  a n d  t o m o r r o w
night in the Crispin Hall ,  Mount
Road.


