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BrT:hme#ch:S   an   immense   canp   at   Castle
Merfroers of the Oxford Group mouemen± are

its  \':\inhabttants.
Why    ar_e    thou   there?        What    is   this

motlement ?

",_rITex"£#ELsrfu,e'
REGINALD     HOLME

Founder
of  the

Oxford Group Moivement,
Dr.  Frank  Buchman.



1n
Birm' ngham - a n d
indeel      througliout

a Better Wor Or tnis man

the  Midlands~-seems  to  be,
asking these questions :-

What    e.,.if   this    Oxford

fi:owuEii|.tstart?
What/' ho,|}e  does  it  offer

t,he    model.n

ffig#':3
we  are  now

in"?           ,-
Thousands  jwill  ' be   pouring.

in   from   the   Midlanids   to-day
and  to-morrow  to  tlhe  National
Assiembily  at  the  British  Indus-
tries  Fair  buiRIings

Others    come    on    21    special
trains   f rom   regional   training
centres   where„  they   will   have
been     learniITg,      ds     many
thous\ands
alrte,ady  lear:9d

Brit,aim     have
in  the  last  few

years,   what  tllieir  part  is  in  a". Christian   Revolution    to    r.e-
make  the  wor-}`d."

IA.S  KEID/      Dr.Biiclhinan,    founder.
of ; tlhis   world-wide

movement  w!ho  is,  in  Birming-
ham     to     tak{3     part     in    the
Assembly,  to  +`1efine  the  essience

*'`

"It's  a  Ghrfes ny{tian  Revolut,ion,"

he said." It's   ,aim,"'  he    continued,
" is   a   Sociar`or'der   under   t.he
dictatorship    CHf    tlhe    Spirit    of
God,  making`  for  better  human
relationslhips,   _for   unselfish   co-
oper.ation,  for  .cleaner  business,
cleaner politicsi,  for the elimina-
tion  of  politic€L1,  industrial  and
racial ,antagonjisms."

"How   did    it   a,11   start?"    I
&ske,d   this   genial   lpickwickinn
Person.

Even    the     most    hardboiled
fiellows  `resporid   to   the   kindli-
ness in lD`r.  Buchman's eyes and
to  his  " flui,d  flywlheel "  Iauglh
-its  the  only  way  I  can  des-
cribe  it.

iaugihtep°:itr±iv};3]¥n  the  morning
He                            caws     with

or late  at niglht like  an amiable
Crow-ea'glle  would  perhaps  be

mobilises  men  an,d women on a
world-wide  spiritual front.
•  "-The   Oxford    Group   really

began one day wlhen  two of my
best`  friends   went  and   ruined
tlheir  liv.es  and  I  found  I  could
do nothing  for them," he said.

Dr.  Buchman  determined  he
woul.d     learn    lhow    t,o    be    a" human   engineer " - able   to
riepair  people.

But-itT``trlaaa&~n®L`±ilthre`hearda
sier.mom  preached   by  a,  woman
in  a  little  Lake  district  clhurch
that    he    saw    tlhe    gulf    tlhat
separated him from tlhe Founder
of Christianity.

He   felt  he  lhad   to  write  six
lietters to men against whom he
bore    resentment.      Tlhat   very
day  on  wlhich  he  began  to  live
under  Go.d  control,  he  began  to
be a life clhanger.

IN
enough-s  o  in  a    " changed '-'
Cambridge  men  with  lhi`m.

The  men  changed  at  Oxford
were  the, pion\eers  of a  spiritual
revolution    wlhiclh   thas    spread
into 50 countries in 15 years.

Seven  Ox for,d   in.en   took  this
new  spirit to  South Africa with
far-re.ac!hing     consequences     in

1921   he   went   to

g¥f;rLd6ri%¥i±cnairi

age-long feud.
Tihere  began  to  comie  a  new

attitude  to  tthe  coloured  people.
Iloudon   Hamiltofi`  t,all   Scottisth
ex-officer,  w!ho will be  speaking
at  the   B.I.F.   Assemblies,  was
one  of those  pionieers.

It was in lhis rooms at Oxford
tlhat  tlhe  first  `.`  Oxforld "  Group
Wasr held.

As    Beverley    Nichols     says,
the  word  " Oxford "  is  totally
inadequate to describe tlhe scope
of the movement, wlhic!h he des-
cribies  as  the  " most  im,po.rtant
current     {lhing   `lhappening    in
Europe."

Tlhe      name      was     actually
given    by   the    South   African
Press, to the first team of Oxford
men in  1928,  and  it, has  stuck.

So   far   from   being   pacifist,
tlhis` is  a  movement  of  milit`ant
Christianity   wlhich    claims    to

have      found      the      ."-moral
equiv,alent of  war."

If so,  it  holds  one of tlhe  most
important   discoveries    of    any
century.
r  _1a7hat.thope.  dces   it _hold .out~
f or national recovery and  world
Peace?

Wlha,t is, its philosoplhy?

SIMPLE  but  pro-
found    speeclh
made    by    Dr.A

Buclhman  in  the  film  " Bridge
Builders,"  whiclh is showing  in
Birmingham, gives the answer.

This is wlhat lhe  says:-" Everybody  wants  to  see  tthe
otiher  fellow  changed.       Every
nation  wants  to   see   tlhe  other
nation changed.   But everybody
is  waiting  for  the  other  fellow
to  begin." Thie   Oxford   Group   is  con-
vinced   that   if   you   want   an
answer  for  the  world  the  best
place .to start is witlh yourself ."Everybody       admits       the
necessity     of     a     moral     and
spiritual  awakening.    You  find

a,,I;h%=:,aE%rsfgo;::[[#±#ejgeenrte,nt;
nation  changed.       That  is  the
programim.e      of      the      Oxford
Group."" The   secret   is   God-control.

ghgL9=gaaep  in  two   <isao-n-a-iiiT£;ODuvt;*ri~;fiav-fiv£5]£s#:ro_ _ nL_.a~ i± _    n     1 ~i. i--~--who iREd-`beerl sep&ra{,edTby-£¥;I;£ii::i;££_#¥=Y::=`:

G o d -controlled  '   individuals,
homes,    sclhools,    business,    in-   ;t
dustry,    God-controlled    parlia-   :
ment,s     ,a n d      God-controllecl
Cabinets."" The  true  patl.lot,"  says Dr.
Buchm,an,    "gives   his   life   to
bring   lhis   nation   und.er   God's   i
control."

WHAT    sort   ofp e  o p  I e   are
there     in     tlhe

Oxford Group?
The  answer  is:   `-` All  the  57

varieties."
Peers    and    prisoners,

baronesses     a n d      barmaids,.`,
bis!hops   and   burglars,    young.



:i  " key "

land  ri;-t-i'onalities,  are+ in   u it.o
" It"  being  not  an  organisa-

tion but an  organis.in.
The     Oxf ord     Gr,oup     is     a" quality   of   life "   like   ozone,

wthich    tc&nnot    be    bottle,d    or
stereotyped.

No    fossil   Christianity   there,
ftyLit  __the ' Qrigi.pal_  iesse.ri.ce_ of   tlhe
men  and  women,  who   as  the
Lord Mayor of Birmingha.in put
it " turned the world right side
up."

It flies over  barriers  of  party,
class  and  creed.

How    does    tlhis    philosophy
work  out  in  practice?

Wlhat   lhappens    when    tlhesie"  life-clhanging   locusts,"    as   'a

great     Japanese     lea,der     des-
cribe,d   them,  ,move    in   on   a
country.                  ^`

When they .landed in Canada,
almost unknown, tlhe first thing
that   lhappened   was    That   the
director  of `,a  great  newspaper
paid   back   £2,500   t.o   tlhe   Cus-
toms.

Tlhis  so delig.hte,d the  Govern-
ment   I,hat   within   ,a   fortnigtht
t,he  international  " team "  wlho
were  to  pioneer  across  Canada
in a new way were sitting witlh

#.
i

e...Pring£  _ M_i.Eistg_r    and    this
a]riqrfu.----:-,-i,: .-.-- i:-" i ::..--- _ - -:_- --i
Af ter   two   years   tlhe   Prime

i #¢a±#±Sj:.:fos:iddi;ha&tffetgt:e±dr  ewv::§
i  part  of  tlhe  countl.y's  life.

i          REfe:e¥h::vLa=,re;I:.
t  dent   of  the   League   Assembly

an.d     now    President    of    tlhe
ass..    `,     --C.+_--i:-:   a     .L.,    `-=t`-;:-i::F`SF'.:€

Czecho-Slovakia,   gave    ci    luri:
cheon  for  tlhe  Oxford  Group  to
meet the delegat,es.

Tlhe    lpresident    of   the   Nor-
wegian   Parliament.   Mr.   a.   J.
Hambro,   {lhie   man   wlho  makes
tlhe  nations  pay  t,heir  subscrip-
tions,     told     of     "the     wlhole
mentality    of     Norway     bleing
changed "  tlhrough  the  work  of
a  team  of  the  Group  whicih  lhe
had  invited  I.o  Norway.

He   spokie   also   of   its   "un-
believable     impact     on     Den-
mark,"  where  it  is also nation-
wide  in. character.

After  tlhat  lunclh  two  hostile
nations    signe,d     a    trea,ty     of" friendship     and     goodwill."
An  international  journalist  said
it   "gave   God   a   seat   in   tlhe
League Assembly."

Men whose names are  house-
hold words in industry are now
convinced  that  " God-control "
is  the  one  sure  foundation  on
which  to  base  business.

Leaders,  in  Church  and  State
call  for a  " moral and s,piritual
awakening "  wlhich  will  bring
unity within  a,-nation and  har-
mony  between  nations.

The    Oxford    Group    knows
from  the  experience  of all past
`geiit|ourryy ane!pferro|Fnc`:ts  3hwaT  2|!t!E

only lhappens  when  t!he  leaders
of    a,    nation    and    t!he    people
whom    they    lead    begin,    in-
dividually     and      corporately,
to  take  tlheir  marching  orders
from God.

The     question    the     Oxford
Group asks is:-" When  are  you  and  I  going
to begin?"


