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Call for honesty
and forgiveness
A former Queenstonian, M r  Samual Pono, (  below )  who is
working for the South African Moral and Spiritual Armament
Group, visited The Rep's. offices on Monday. He brought with
him a book written by one of his colleagues, Agnes Leakey Hof-
meyr, entitled "Beyond Violence."

Mr P o n o ,  w h o  w a s
born i n  Queenstown i n
1941, gave h is  views on
the v io lence  i n  N a t a l
and on the Reef.

Mr Pono said: "South
Africa i s  stepping fear-
fully, hope fu l l y  i n t o  a
new e ra  a f t e r  years o f
polit ical dead-end a n d
frustration. N e g o t i a -
tions and bargaining are
going on and w i l l  f o r  a
long t i m e  ahead.  B u t
politicians can  on l y  go
as far as the people w i l l
allow a n d  th i s  w i l l  b e
determined by the inner
attitudes o f  us all. Even
the m o s t  generous o f
Whites and Blacks have
a back log o f  att i tudes,
judgements, p re jud ices
and hur ts  tha t  need t o
be washed a w a y  i n  a
tide o f  honesty and for-
giveness."

He said tha t  as a  de-
voted Christ ian he does
not bel ieve i n  violence
and w i l l  a lways t r y  t o
solve c o n f l i c t s  v i a
peaceful means.

When asked about his
polit ical a f f i l i a t i o n  h e
said h e  i s  n o t  a  card-

carrying member o f  any
polit ical formation, b u t
is wholeheartedly str iv-
ing for  a non-racial dis-
pensation i n  wh i ch  a l l
the inhabitants of  South
Africa w i l l  h a v e  a n
equal share.

Mr P o n o  h a d  h i g h
praise f o r  c l e r g y m e n
like D e s m o n d  T u t u ,
Alan B o e s a k ,  B e y e r s
Naude a n d  F r a n k  Chi -
kane who, he said, have
done a  l o t  t o  min imise
the violence. He said he

respects t h e m  a l l  f o r
their  unwavering stand
against injustices in this
country.

He added tha t  South
Africans w i l l  h a v e  t o
arm themselves moral ly
and spi r i tua l ly  in  order
to b u i l t  a  be t te r  South
Africa.

Mr P o n o ,  w h o  r e -
ceived h is  p r imary  and
secondary school educa-
tion at t h e  B a p t i s t  I
Lower P r i m a r y  School  '
and Nkwanca Secondary I
School r e s p e c t i v e l y ,
travelled wi th the Inter-
national M o r a l  a n d  I
Spiri tual A r m a m e n t  '
Group abroad f o r  three
and a hal f  years. He visi-
ted Switzerland, t h e
United K ingdom,  G e r -
many, Holland, B raz i l ,
Luxemberg, F r a n c e ,
Scandinavian countries,
the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f
America a n d  Canada,  I
under the leadership o f
Dr Frank Buchman, who
is funding this project.

Mr Pono is now based
in Pretoria and his wife,
Virginia, i s  f r o m  Z i m -
babwe.


