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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

C o n d i t c = : ,  r -  c 1 a r i t  y

C l a r i t y  i s  a  g i f t .  O n  t h e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  o f  l i f e ,  o n e
c a n  o f t e n  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  t h e  m o m e n t s  w h e n  i n n e r
t u r m o i l  c r y s t a l i z e d  i n t o  c l a r i t y ;  c l a r i t y  w h i c h  s e t
t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  p h a s e  o f  l i f e .

C l a r i t y  c a n ' t  b e  h a s t e n e d ;  i t  a r r i v e s  i n  i t s  o w n  t i m e .
I t  i s  o f t e n  p r e c e d e d  b y  p e r i o d s  o f  p a i n f u l  s e a r c h i n g
when o n e ' s  f a i t h  i s  m o s t  s e v e r e l y  t e s t e d .

T h o u g h  i t  c a n n o t  b e  h a s t e n e d ,  i t  c a n  b e  d e l a y e d .
T h e r e  a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c l a r i t y .  I f  t h e r e  i s
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  o n e  i s  n o t  r e a d y  t o  l e t  g o  o f  -  a
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a n  a m b i t i o n ,  a  r e s e n t m e n t  -  i t  w i l l  n o t
be g r a n t e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  n a t u r e ,  y o u  c a n n o t  t e l l  i n
a d v a n c e  w h a t  c l a r i t y  y o u  m a y  b e  g i v e n .  A n d  i f  y o u
h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d  w h a t  c l a r i t y  y o u  w a n t ,  y o u  w o n ' t
be g i v e n  t h a t  r e a l  c l a r i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  d e e p  p e a c e
o f  s o u l .

P e t e r  H o w a r d  w r o t e :  ' I  h a v e  n o  p r e c o n c e p t i o n  a s  t o
w h a t  I  w i l l  d o  o r  w i l l  n o t  d o ;  w i l l  s a y  o r  w i l l  n o t
s a y.  T h e r e f o r e  I  a m  f r e e  t o  o b e y  G o d ' s  w i l l ' .  W h e n
y o u  h a v e  s u r r e n d e r e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  t h e  A l m i g h t y ,  t h e r e
i s  n o t h i n g  l e f t  t o  d o ,  b u t  t o  t r u s t  t h a t  c l a r i t y  w i l l
be g i v e n .  A n d  i t  w i l l .
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The British
and water-lumps

By tan Healey
I  W A S  S I T T I N G  I N  A  V E R Y  n i c e  p i z z a
res tauran t  t h e  o t h e r  d a y.  T h e  o n e  down b y
the s t a t i o n .  F o r  many  B r i t i s h  t h i s  i s  a s
close a s  t h e y  g e t ,  o r  w a n t  t o  g e t  t o
Europe. A n d  i t  i s  o f t e n  a  b i g  adven tu re  t o
see a  menu w r i t t e n  i n  ' f o r e i g n ' .

There a r e  r e a l l y  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f  B r i t i s h ;
those w h o  a c t i v e l y  w a n t  t o  b e  p a r t  o f
Europe ( a n d  who somet imes g o  s o  f a r  a s  t o
marry a  'Eu ropean ' ) ,  t h o s e  w h o  a c t i v e l y
want t o  s t a y  w i t h  a n  i s l a n d  m e n t a l i t y  a s
we l l  a s  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  ( a n d  m a r r y  someone
from t h e  n e x t  s t r e e t )  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ' t
r e a l l y  c a r e ,  a s  l o n g  a s  i t ' s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o
wi th  them.

The Channe l  Tu n n e l  i s  a l m o s t  u n d e r n e a t h
us. T h e  C o n t i n e n t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  c u t  o f f .
Wi l l  t h i s  s e e  a  change i n  a t t i t u d e s ?  W i t h
the p e n d i n g  a r r i v a l  o f  1 9 9 2  a n d  a l l  t h a t ,
our i n d u s t r y  a n d  commerce w i l l  b e  f o r c e d
to s i t  u p ,  o r  g o  u n d e r.  B r i t a i n  c a n n o t
a f f o r d  t o  s t a n d  s t i l l ,  o r  w e  w i l l  b e  s i m p l y
l e f t  beh ind .

But o b v i o u s l y  i t  i s  a  s h i f t  i n  o u r  s p i r i t
which i s  needed. A s  a  c h i l d  I  was  ' t a u g h t '
to h a t e  t h e  French -  some th ing  t o  d o  w i t h
lamb a n d  a p p l e s  -  s o  I  d i d .  I  d i d n ' t
question. I ' m  s o r r y  f o r  t h a t  n o w,  b u t  i t
wasn't u n t i l  I  a c t u a l l y  m e t  s o m e  F r e n c h
people p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a t  I  r e a l i s e d  t h e
e r ro r  -  amd t h i s  was f i f t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r !

There a r e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  t h e
French a n d  t h e  Eng l i sh ,  b u t  I  s t i l l  f i n d  i t
both s a d  a n d  a m u s i n g  t h a t  i f  y o u  s p e a k
French w i t h  a  b a d  a c c e n t  o n  a  F r e n c h
t ra in ,  t h e  g u a r d  w i l l  answer  i n  French.  I n
Germany, i n  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  g u a r d
w i l l  g r e e t  y o u  l i k e  a  l o n g - l o s t  f r i e n d ,  i n
English.

Language i s  a  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h .
Our e x c u s e  i s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  l e a r n s  o u r
language b u t  i n  t r u t h  o t h e r  l anguages  a r e
not v e r y  w e l l  t a u g h t  i n  E n g l i s h  s c h o o l s .
Sure, w e  a r e  t a u g h t  g rammar  a n d  a  b i t  o f
vocabulary -  b u t  w e  a r e  n e v e r  r e a l l y
taught t o  speak ,  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r s e l v e s  ( t o
wave o u r  a r m s  a r o u n d  p r o p e r l y ) ,  a n d  w e
learn p r e c i o u s  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f
another c o u n t r y.  < < L a  p lume d e  ma tan te>>
is v e r y  u s e f u l  t o  know f o r  a n  e s s a y,  b u t
not t h e  p h r a s e  b e s t  s u i t e d  f o r  t h e
fur therance o f  Ang lo-French r e l a t i o n s .

I have  one  f r i e n d  who s t u d i e d  German f o r
four  y e a r s  a n d  a l l  h e  c o u l d  remember was ,
"two i c e -creams p l e a s e "  ( w h i c h  i s  a  b i t
more r e l e v a n t  t h a n  " t h e  p e n  o f  m y  a u n t " ) .
A G e r m a n  f r i e n d  t e a c h i n g  i n  E n g l a n d  i s

appal led t h a t  h e  h a s  t o  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s
Engl ish grammar b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  even  b e g i n
to unders tand  German.

Last summer  I  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  a n  E n g l i s h
f r iend  a r o u n d  Europe.  W e  wen t  t o  o n e  c i t y
which h e  h a d  b e e n  t o  b e f o r e  o n  a  package
hol iday.  B y  m e e t i n g  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h a t
c i t y,  i t  a l l  came a l i v e  f o r  h im.  I t  w a s  n o
longer s o m e w h e r e  w h i c h  y o u  j u s t  p a s s
through -  b u t  i t  w a s  a  c i t y  a s s o c i a t e d
wi th  a  person.

This i s  w h y  C a u x  i s  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t
place f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h .  I t  i s  a  p l a c e  f u l l
o f  peace  a n d  b e a u t y,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  i t  i s
also a  p l a c e  w h e r e  w e  c a n  m e e t  p e o p l e
from o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  O u r  p r e j u d i c e s  a r e
based o n  a  l a c k  o f  knowledge.  I n  Caux
we make f r i e n d s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  -
and i n  t t e  s a m e  w a y  w e  s t a r t  t o
understand one  ano the r.
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t h a t - m e a n
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This a p p r o a c h  o n l y  w o r k s  w i t h  s o m e

Br i t i sh .  F o r  o t h e r s  y o u  h a v e  t o  meet  t h e m
on t h e i r  o w n  g r o u n d .  T h a t  i s  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e
t rave l l ed  -  w e  c a n  u n r a v e l  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s
by s h a r i n g  o u r  expe r iences ,  b y  p a i n t i n g  a
p i c tu re  o f  t h e  l a n d  o v e r  t h e  w a t e r.

For t h e  p r o f o u n d  p r o b l e m  o f  B r i t a i n  i s
that  i t  i s  a n  i s l a n d  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r e
a f ra id  o f  w a t e r .  ( I n  t h e  O l y m p i c  Games
one y e a r  a l l  t h e  B r i t i s h  h o r s e - r i d e r s  f e l l
in to  t h e  w a t e r - jump). N o w  t h e r e  i s  a
tunnel  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o  excuse .  I t  w o r k s
both w a y s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  e a s i e r  t o  c o m e  t o
Br i ta in ,  t o  h e l p  u s  t o  c h a n g e  o u r s e l v e s .
And y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a  l o t  o f  B r i t i s h  d e l u d i n g
themselves i n  p i z z a  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  w h e r e
there a r e  s h o u t s  a c r o s s  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  " H e y,
Bob, ham ' n '  mushrooms f o r  t h i s  one . "
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Why indeed? lag Rachel Charrett
AFTER FIFTEEN MINUTES s i t t i n g  o u t s i d e  a
Fon ta ineb leau  b a k e r y,  I  b e g a n  t o  g i g g l e .
A l l  I  c o u l d  t h i n k  was  t h a t  w e  ( m y  f r i e n d
Lou ise  a n d  I )  w e r e  p a y i n g  5 0  p o u n d s  f o r
the  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  s t u c k  i n  a
t r a f f i c  j a m !

We h a d  b e e n  d r i v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  L o i r e
v a l l e y,  a n d  w e r e  r e t u r n i n g  t h a t  d a y  t o
P a r i s  t o  f i n i s h  o u r  h o l i d a y  t h e r e .  W e
had a  d e a d l i n e  o f  m i d d a y  f o r  r e t u r n i n g
the r e n t e d  c a r  w h i c h  we h a d  now missed !

Th ings h a d  g o n e  t o  p l a n  u n t i l  t e n
o ' c l o c k  w h e n  L o u i s e  h a d  s u d d e n l y  s a i d
"Hey, R a c h ,  w e  c o u l d  g o  t o  F o n t a i n e b l e a u
on o u r  way back?  What d o  y o u  t h i n k ? "

"Has s h e  g o n e  mad?"  was  p r o b a b l y  w h a t
f i r s t  c r o s s e d  m y  m ind .  I  h a d  shown some
i n t e r e s t  i n  v i s i t i n g  F o n t a i n e b l e a u ,
be fo re  we l e f t  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  h a d  g i v e n  u p
the i d e a ,  p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f  t i m e ,
and a l s o  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y
imagine w h a t  o n e  w o u l d  d o  o n c e  o n e
a r r i v e d .  S t a n d  u n d e r  a  t r e e  a n d  e x c l a i m
at i t ,  p e r h a p s ?

Lou ise  h a d  a l w a y s  sounded  b o r e d  b y  t h e
idea, s o  w h y  t h i s  s u d d e n  i n t e r e s t ,  I
wondered? " W e l l " ,  I  s a i d  " I f  we  d o  t h a t ,
we w o n ' t  g e t  t h e  c a r  b a c k  i n  t i m e  -
i t ' l l  c o s t  u s  a n  e x t r a  5 0  p o u n d s ! "  To  my
a b s o l u t e  h o r r o r  s h e  s a i d  " O K  -  l e t ' s
g o ! "  K n o w i n g  a s  I  d i d  t h a t  s h e  h a t e d
unnecessary expense ,  I  t h o u g h t  s h e  m u s t
r e a l l y  wan t  t o  g o !

Lou ise  w a s  t e a c h i n g  me F r e n c h ,  a n d  w e
had g o t  a s  f a r  a s  ' e t r e ' ,  w h e n  w e
reached F o n t a i n e b l e a u .  N o w  w h a t ?  L o u i s e
had s u d d e n l y  g o n e  v e r y  q u i e t .  I  w a s

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  n a r r o w
s t r e e t s .  W h a t  h a d  seemed  a  s i m p l e  p l a n
had t u r n e d  i n t o  a  s o r t  o f  m o t o r i n g
n igh tmare ,  a n d  L o u i s e  w a s  . o f f e r i n g  n o
he lp  a t  a l l !  We  s p o t t e d  t h e  Chd teau  o n c e
-  a  f l e e t i n g  g l i m p s e  a s  w e  w e r e
f u n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  one-way  s y s t e m .

Thus i t  w a s  t h a t  w e  c a m e  t o  r e s t
o u t s i d e  t h e  b a k e r y .  M y  g i g g l e s  somehow
r e s t o r e d  n e w  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  w e
d i s c o v e r e d  w e  h a d  e a c h  a g r e e d  t o  g o  t o
F o n t a i n e b l e a u  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  o t h e r !
We w e r e  b e i n g  s o  s e l f l e s s ,  s o
t h o u g h t f u l . . . !  W e  s h o o k  w i t h  l a u g h t e r
at t h e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d
agreed t h a t  i n  f u t u r e ,  w e  c o u l d  e m p l o y  a
s p e c i a l  c o d e .  " I f  w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  d o
s o m e t h i n g , "  s a i d  L o u i s e ,  " w h y  d o n ' t  w e
say ' I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t ? ' "
Why i n d e e d ? !

Finding the balance by Damien Chanu
WHETHER I T  B E  A T  CAUX o r  Haguenau,  I
f i n d  t h e  same s p i r i t  a n d  I  come way  w i t h
the same f e e l i n g :  I  n e e d  t o  r e d e f i n e  m y
p r i o r i t i e s .

Because o f  t h i s ,  I  w i s h  t o  s p e n d  m y
f i n a l  y e a r  i n  Germany,  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r
language, b u t  a l s o  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  l i v e
as a  Eu ropean .  I t  i s  b y  h a v i n g  f r i e n d s
in  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  w h o m  y o u  c a n
share w i t h ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  a s
Europeans. I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  b u i l d
l i n k s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  Romania,
Poland a n d  a l s o  E n g l a n d  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a
c o u n t r y  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e .

Th i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i s i o n  i s  e x c i t i n g ,
but t h e r e  i s  a  r i s k .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e
more i n t e r n a t i o n a l  I  become,  t h e  m o r e  I
l ove  my c o u n t r y ,  F r a n c e ,  a s  I  a m  a b l e  t o
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compare a n d  d e e p e n  m y
Perhaps I  h a v e  a l w a y s
c h a u v i n i s t i c ,  b u t  t h e
f o r g e t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n
g i v e  m o s t
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
I  a m  a l m o s t
problems i n  F r a n c e .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  I  m u s t  ' f i n d  a  b a l a n c e ' .
The s e t t i n g  i n  w h i c h  I  l i v e  a n d  w h i c h  I
share w i t h  my  f r i e n d s ,  i s  s t i l l  l i m i t e d ,
(apar t  f r o m  my  c o n t a c t  w i t h  MRA), t o  my
h a l l  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  I s  t h e r e ,  i n  t h i s
h a l l ,  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  l o n g i n g  t o  t a l k ?
I t  s e e m s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  me t o  b e  r e a d y  t o
l i s t e n  a n d  t o  r e s p e c t  o t h e r s  w h e r e v e r
you a r e  a n d  w h o e v e r  y o u  a r e  w i t h .  T h e
word ' r e s p e c t '  i s  t h e  t h r e a d  w h i c h  l i n k s
my p r e s e n t  t o  my f u t u r e .

French
been

r i s k
France.

o f  m y  e n e r g i e s
r e l a t i o n s ,  I  r e a l i s e
t o t a l l y  i g n o r a n t  o f

c u l t u r e .
a b i t

i s  t h a t  I
Whi le  I

t o
t h a t

the



The wonder
of the
Night sky

SOME 5 0  YEARS AGO w e  cou ld  i d e n t i f y  t w o
galaxies i n  space. Now, s c i e n t i s t s  t e l l  u s ,
we can i d e n t i f y  two  b i l l i o n .

A g a l a x y  i s  a  b a n d  o f  luminous s t a r s .
American a s t r o n o m e r s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y
identi f ied w h a t  t h e y  s a y  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t
galaxy e v e r  discovered. I t  i s  more than  6 0
times t h e  s i z e  o f  o u r  own, t h e  MILKY WAY,
and contains 1 0 0  m i l l i o n  mi l l i on  s ta rs .

Amazing f a c t s .  R e m a r k a b l e  t o o  t h a t
scientists can discover these  things.

There i s  something p a r t i c u l a r l y  mag ica l
and mysterious about  a  c l e a r  s t a r - l i t  s k y
on a  winter 's  n ight .

Overhead i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  s k y  a t  t h i s
time o f  y e a r  a r e  t h r e e  i m p r e s s i v e
constellations, o n e  l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r.
PERSEUS, s h a p e d  l i k e  a  s i c k l e ,  l e a d s  t o
ANDROMEDA, which t h e n  l e a d s  t o  t h e  SQUARE
of PEGASUS. O n e  o f  t h e  b r i g h t  s t a r s  o f
ANDROMEDA h a s  a  f a i n t  f u z z  above i t  which
you can Just  s e e  i f  y o u r  eyesight  i s  good.
I t  may  b e  t h e  f u r t h e s t  t h i n g  y o u  c a n  s e e
with t h e  n a k e d  e y e .  I t  i s  t h e  f a m o u s
nebula i n  ANDROMEDA, t w o  m i l l i o n  l i g h t -
years away.

So what  w e  s e e  i s  n o t  t h e  nebula  a s  i t
is now,  b u t  a s  i t  w a s  t w o  m i l l i o n  y e a r s
ago. W e  c a n  g e t  some i d e a  o f  t h e  s h e e r
scale o f  t h i s  d is tance  i f  w e  r e a l i s e  t h a t
the s u n  i s  9 3  m i l l i o n  m i l e s  away  and  i t s
l ight takes  e i g h t  minutes t o  reach us.

Another l o v e l y  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  i s  ORION,
containing s e v e n  b r i g h t  s t a r s  w h i c h
include t h e  consp icuous  t h r e e - i n - a -row,
usually c a l l e d  ORION'S B E LT.  A n o t h e r  i s
BETELGEUX, a  r e d  g i a n t  w i t h  a  d iameter  o f
250 m i l l i o n  mi les .  I f  y o u  went  round i t  i n
a c a r  a t  6 0  mph ( 9 6  k p h )  i t  w o u l d  t a k e
you more than  1000  years  t o  go round!

While BETELGEUX i s  o n  t h e  shou lder  o f
ORION t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  d a z z l i n g  s t a r  a t
the f o o t ,  R I G E L .  I t  i s  5 0 , 0 0 0  t i m e s
brighter t h a n  t h e  s u n ,  a n d  i t  l o s e s
800,000 mi l l ion  tons  a  second.

Most o f  t h e s e  s t a r -names w e r e  g i v e n  b y
the Arabs centur ies  ago.

You may w a n t  t o  p u t  o n  a  c o a t  a n d  g o
out i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  J u s t  m a r v e l .
Readers i n  t h e  t r o p i c s  n e e d  n o  c o a t !  I f
you a r e  f e e l i n g  v e r y  f u l l  o f  yourse l f ,  o r
burdened w i t h  l i f e ,  t h e  s t a r s  c a n  g i v e  a
sense o f  propor t ion .  T h e y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e
effect  o n  me  a s  a  t r e e  o r  a  f o r e s t .  T h e y
seem t o  say "Slow down".

Brian
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I t  a l l  makes me t h i n k  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v e r s e
of t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  o f  GENESIS a n d  h o w
'God created  t h e  heaven and t h e  ear th ' .  The
present P o p e  o n c e  s a i d  t h a t  a n y o n e  w h o
wants t o  understand t h e  w o r l d  m u s t  r e a d
the f i r s t  t h r e e  chapters o f  GENESIS.

Psalm 1 9  begins  ' T h e  heavens dec lare  t h e
glory o f  God'.

When I  g o  t o  I n d i a  o r  A u s t r a l i a  I  l o v e
being a b l e  t o  s a y  ' H u l l o '  a g a i n  t o  t h e
SOUTHERN CROSS. I t  i s  l i k e  m e e t i n g  o l d
friends. And i t  i s  so  beaut i fu l .

The GREAT BEAR i n  o u r  Nor thern  s k y  i s
also beau t i fu l .  Tw o  o f  i t s  seven s t a r s  a r e
going i n  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  o t h e r
five. B u t  t w o  o f  t h e m  c a n  s t i l l  p o i n t  t o
the NORTH STAR, and  w e  can  s t e e r  o u r  s h i p
by i t ,  a s  s a i l o r s  have done f o r  centuries.

The n i g h t  s k y  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  book t o
read and r e -read.

In t h e  book  o f  REVELATION c o m e s  t h i s
passage. ' T o  h i m  t h a t  overcometh w i l l  I
give p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n s  a n d  I  w i l l
give h i m  t h e  morning. s t a r ' .  T h e  morning
star,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  p l a n e t  VENUS, i s  a
glorious s i g h t  i n  t h e  d a w n  s k y ,  p e r f e c t
and glowing, a n d  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  God
is o f f e r i n g  me something o f  h i s  perfect ion.

As I  w r i t e  t h i s ,  Christmas i s  approaching
and w e  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e  w i s e  m e n  w h o
followed t h e  s t a r  ' t i l l  i t  came a n d  s t o o d
over where  t h e  young c h i l d  was....and when
they s a w  i t  t h e y  r e j o i c e d  w i t h  exceeding
great joy ' .

I  know i t  may seem a  ch i ld ish  thought t o
think o f  h e a v e n  b e i n g  somewhere i n  t h e
sky. B u t  y o u  d o  s e e  grandeur there ,  which
reminds m e  o f  God. A n d  t h e  atmosphere i s
so c l e a r  t h a t  w e  c a n  s e e  f a b u l o u s l y  f a r ,
reminding me o f  e t e r n i t y !

The l a r g e n e s s  o f  t h e  heavens  a n d  t h e
smallness o f  a  b a b y  -  t w o  s i d e s  o f  t h e
character o f  God.

Through t h a t  c h i l d ,  G o d ,  w h o  made  t h e
heavens, c a n  become m y  c l o s e s t  p e r s o n a l
friend.

This i s  t h e  wonder o f  Christmas.  T h e
night sky  may r e v e a l  i t  t o  u s  afresh. 5
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H agenam '90
by Angela Willoughby

NINETY PEOPLE F R O M  1 6  COUNTRIES ( 1 4
European a n d  2  A f r i c a n )  m e t  i n  A l s a c e  f o r
a w e e k e n d  i n  O c t o b e r .  T h e  r e g i o n  o f
Alsace h a s  b e e n  f o u g h t  o v e r  f o r  m a n y
centur ies  b y  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  t h e  Germans
and h a s  s e e n  many  changes  a n d  upheava ls .
Alsace w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a n  a p t  s e t t i n g  f o r
our mee t ing  o n  t h e  theme ' L e a r n i n g  t o  L i v e
As E u r o p e a n s '  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e
remarkable changes  w h i c h  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e
in E a s t e r n  a n d  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e  s i n c e  w e
las t  met  a  y e a r  ago.

One e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e e k e n d
was t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  German r e u n i f i c a t i o n  a s
there w e r e  g r o u p s  f r o m  b o t h  p a r t s  o f  t h e
new Germany. I t  w a s  a  t i m e  t o  t a l k ,  t o
get t o  know o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  t o  l i s t e n  t o
each o t h e r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  A  w o m a n  f r o m
Leipzig a p o l o g i s e d
much o n  t h e i r  o w n
"For u s ,  i t  i s  l i k e
World War. "

f o r  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  s o
s i t ua t i on .  S h e  s a i d ,
the e n d  o f  t h e  Second

I t  w a s  a l s o  a  t i m e  o f  d i s c o v e r y  -  t h e
Eastern Eu ropeans  s h a r e d  w h a t  t h e y  f e l t
they c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f
Europe. A  t h e o l o g i a n  f r o m  E a s t  B e r l i n
described t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  B e r l i n  W a l l  a s
"an e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  o f  p o w e r
f o r  t h e  power less . "  He w e n t  o n  t o  s a y,  " We
have e x p e r i e n c e d  h u n g e r  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f
our  f r e e d o m .  H o w  c a n  w e  s h a r e  t h e s e
experiences w i t h  o t h e r s ?  W e  b e l o n g  t o  a
poor Europe a n d  a  r i c h  Eu rope  a t  t h e  same
time. W e  c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  between t h e
two."

Later, o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e u n i f i c a t i o n ,
he d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r
generat ion, " W e  t a l k  a b o u t  ' r e u n i f i c a t i o n ' .
But f o r  t h o s e  u n d e r  5 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  i t  i s  a l l
about ' u n i f i c a t i o n ' .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  4 0  years ,
an i n d e l i b l e  p e r i o d  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w e  h a v e
acquired an  i d e n t i t y  which we  f e a r  l o s i n g . "

We a l s o  h e a r d  f r o m  f r i e n d s  f r o m  Romania
and Po land .  T h e  Romanian c o u p l e  s h a r e d
t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e y  s a i d
tha t  w e  m u s t  b r i n g  harmony a n d  o r d e r  i n t o
our own l i v e s  b e f o r e  we  can  t a k e  them i n t o
the wor ld .  T h e y  desc r i bed  how Romania h a s
been p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e
development o f  Europe,  b u t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y
s t i l l  h a d  v a l u e s  a n d  t r e a s u r e s  w h i c h  h a v e
been l o s t  i n  t h e  West w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  now
share.'

Mr J e a n  L a u r a i n ,  s o c i a l i s t  M P  f o r
Moselle, a n d  h i s  w i f e  s p e n t  S a t u r d a y
af ternoon w i t h  u s .  H i s  f a m i l y  comes f r o m

Alsace a n d  h e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e r v e d
in t h e  F r e n c h  A r m y  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  w h e r e a s  h i s
g rand fa the r  h a d  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  German A rmy
dur ing t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r .  T h i s  w a s
another r e m i n d e r  o f  n o t  o n l y  t h e  t u r b u l e n t
h i s t o r y  o f  A l s a c e  b u t  o f  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e
Poland w h e r e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  b e e n
redrawn many t i m e s .

Mr L a u r a i n  s a i d ,  "We mus t  f o r g i v e  b u t  w e
must n o t  f o r g e t .  H e  who f o r g e t s  t h e  p a s t
i s  condemned t o  r e l i v e  i t .  P e a c e  f o r  o u r
wor ld w i l l  come f r o m  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  new
Europe. A b o v e  a l l ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  t a s k
o f  t h e  younge r  g e n e r a t i o n s . "

Throughout t h e
French-German
strengthened. A t  t h e
Pole w h o  l i v e s  i n
f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e
Germans."

whole w e e k e n d  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s
end o f  t h e  weekend a

France s a i d ,  " F o r  t h e
enjoyed w o r k i n g  w i t h

Michel K o e c h l i n  f r o m  S t r a s b o u r g
under l ined t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n
which F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y  c o u l d  m a k e
together  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  Eu rope .  " W e  h a v e
an a s s e t ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  p u t
a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s . "

We a l l  l e f t  Haguenau w i t h  a  d e s i r e  t o
search f o r  how w e  c a n  s h a r e  o u r  needs  and
our e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o t h e r s
and w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  l e a r n i n g  t o  t r u l y
work and  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a s  Europeans.

European P a r l i a m e n t ,  S t r a s b o u r g



as Europeans
Challenging Europe

Charles Ilannsug
WHAT CONTRIBUTION W I L L  B E  MADE b y  m e n
and women f r o m  a l l  b a c k g r o u n d s  w h o  h a v e
accepted t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  MRA?

I n  o u r  c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a rmed
c o n f l i c t  i s  d i m i n i s h i n g .  O n  t h e  o t h e r
hand, o t h e r  t e n s i o n s  a r e  r i s i n g  a n d
i n j u s t i c e  c o n t i n u e s .  T h e  s o u n d s  o f  w a r
resound a t  o u r  d o o r  o r  p l u n g e  o t h e r
n a t i o n s  i n t o  d e s p a i r .  T o d a y ,  a s
yes te rday,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  f e e l s  a  s e n s e  o f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e m a i n s  u n c h a n g e d :  t h e
c h a l l e n g e  o f  l e a r n i n g  t o  b u i l d
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t r u s t  w i t h  o u r
ne ighbours ,  w i t h  t h o s e  w e  d o  n o t
unders tand a n d  w i t h  t h o s e  w e  d o  n o t
o f t e n  t h i n k  o f .

A German j o u r n a l i s t  s a i d  o n  t h e  d a y
of  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  " T h i s  w i l l
never  t r u l y  e x i s t  u n t i l  t h e  moment w h e n
each W e s t  G e r m a n  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  h i s
pe rsona l  t r e a t y  w i t h  a n  E a s t  Ge rman . "  I
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s
t h a t  w e  c a n  a c t ;  a l l o w i n g  e a c h  o n e  t o
reach o u t  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s .

Then, t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h o s e
who p a t i e n t l y  t r y  t o  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o
everyday r e a l i t y ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e
p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  o r
c u l t u r a l ,  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  p e o p l e

Charles Danguy

r e a c h i n g  o u t ,  t h e s e  f i r s t  s t e p s  t o w a r d s
a s o c i e t y  a n c h o r e d  i n  r e s p e c t  f o r
o thers .

A member  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t
sa id  r e c e n t l y  " I  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  s e r v e
Europe r a t h e r  t h a n  b e c o m e  a  p o l i t i c a l
p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  m y  o w n  c o u n t r y . "  H e  p u t
h i s  f i n g e r  o n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s e r v i c e .  I t
i s  w h e n  w e  s e r v e  o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g
f o r  a n y t h i n g  i n  r e t u r n  t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e
the m o s t .  A n d  l e t  u s  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t
Europe n e e d s  p a t i e n c e ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d
love.

Ten y e a r s  a g o  I  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f
g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t
and t h o s e  w h o  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h i s
aspect  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  Europe .  I  h a v e
o f t e n  a s k e d  m y s e l f  w h e r e  i t  w a s  a l l
l ead ing .  B u t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  w o r k ,  m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
m e d i t a t i o n  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  h a s  d e e p e n e d .
G r a d u a l l y  f r i e n d s h i p s  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t ,
t r u s t  b o r n  a n d  a  w o r k  i s  e v o l v i n g .

I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o
r e f i n d  y o u r  f r e e d o m  e a c h  d a y,  t h e  change
to  w h i c h  w e  a s p i r e  h a s  t o  b e  r e n e w e d
each d a y  i n  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l
d e c i s i o n s  a n d  a c t s .  T h e  w o r l d  i s  w a i t i n g
f o r  t h e  Europeans ,  t h r o u g h  t e c h n o l o g i c a l
and e c o n o m i c  e x c h a n g e s ,  t o  r e p l a c e
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b a s e d  o n  s t r e n g t h  -
m i l i t a r y ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  o r  f i n a n c i a l  -
w i t h  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  f o r
each d a y  a n d  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l .
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Louis Massignon (1883 1962).
by Gerard d'Hauteuille

A YOUNG FRENCHMAN a n d  b r i l l i a n t  s t u d e n t ,
who t h r e w  o v e r b o a r d  a  g o o d  C a t h o l i c
educa t i on  o n l y  t o  r e f i n d  h i s  f a i t h
th rough  h i s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  I s l a m  -
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h r o u g h  a  M u s l i m  who l i v e d
ten  c e n t u r i e s  a g o  -  a  m a n  w h o ,  a s  a n
O r i e n t a l i s t ,  i n i t i a t e d  a  p r o f o u n d  change
i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  W e s t  t o  t h e
I s l a m i c  w o r l d  a n d  s t a r t e d  ' t e t r u E
" d i a l o g u e  o f  c u l t u r e s " ,  a n d  w h o
i n f l u e n c e d  V a t i c a n  I I  -  who i s  t h i s  man?

Who h a s  h e a r d  o f  L o u i s  Mass ignon?

E v i d e n t l y,  h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  w o r k  d o e s
not s p e a k  t o  e v e r y o n e :  h i s  m a s t e r p i e c e
i s  a  b o o k  o f  2 0 0 0  p a g e s  o n  H a s a y n  B i n
Mansur A l - H a l l a j ,  a  M u s l i m  m y s t i c  o f  t h e
10th c e n t u r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  n o t
uncommon t o  h e a r  h i g h l y - e d u c a t e d  M u s l i m s
t a l k  o f  " m y  m a s t e r  M a s s i g n o n . "  C a r d i n a l
Konig, f o r m e r l y  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  V i e n n a ,
pa id  h o m a g e  t o  h i m  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t
Va t i c a n  I I  o w e d  some o f  i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n
t o  " t h i s  g r e a t  O r i e n t a l i s t . "

E x p e d i t i o n  t o  M e s o p o t a m i a

As a  young  man, M a s s i g n o n ' s  p a s s i o n a t e
i n t e r e s t  w a s  A r a b i c .  I n  1 9 0 8 ,  w h e n  h e
was 2 5 ,  h e  w a s  s e n t  o n  a n  a r c h e o l o g i c a l
e x p e d i t i o n  t o  M e s o p o t a m i a  ( p r e s e n t - d a y
I r a q ) .  H e  u s e d  t h e  J o u r n e y  t o  t o  g o  i n
search o f  t h e  g r a v e  o f  A l - H a l l a j ,  w h i c h
he h a d  f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t  a  y e a r  b e f o r e .

Mesopotamia w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n
Empire, a n d  t h e  T u r k s  m i s t r u s t e d  t h e
Europeans. M a s s i g n o n  w e n t  i n  d i s g u i s e
but w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  a r r e s t e d .  H e  w a s
brought  t o  B a g h d a d  a n d  c o n d e m n e d  t o
death f o r  s p y i n g .

There, b o u n d  b y  r o p e s  -  h e  h a d  t r i e d
t o  e s c a p e  -  h e  h a d  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h
changed t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  l i f e .
' A r r e s t e d  a s  a  s p y ,  b e a t e n ,  t h r e a t e n e r
w i t h  e x e c u t i o n ,  I  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e  i n
h o r r o r  a t  m y s e l f .  S u d d e n l y ,  w h i l e
m e d i t a t i n g ,  m y  e y e s  c l o s e d  b e f o r e  a n
i n t e r i o r  f i r e  w h i c h  J u d g e d  m e  a n d
consumed m y  h e a r t  -  a  c e r t a i n t y  o f  a
pu re  i n d e s c r i b a b l e ,  c r e a t i v e  p r e s e n c e , '
he w r o t e .

D u r i n g  t h i s  ' V i s i t a t i o n  o f  a
S t r a n g e r , '  h e  f e l t  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f
f i v e  p e r s o n s  w h o  i n c l u d e d :  h i s  m o t h e r ,
Fa the r  C h a r l e s  d e  F o u c a u l d ,  ( w h o  h a d
a l s o  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  t o u c h
w i t h  I s l a m  a n d  w i t h  whom M a s s i g n o n  h a d
been i n  c o r r e s p o n d a n c e ) ,  t w o  o t h e r s ,  a n d
A l - H a l l a j .  L a t e r  h e  w a s  f r e e d  b y  t h e
i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  h i s  h o s t s  -  c e r t a i n
Baghdad n o t a b l e s .

R e t u r n i n g  t o  P a r i s ,  h e  s t a r t e d  h i s
d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s  o n  A l - H a l l a j ,  b u t  h e  was
r e a l l y  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  h i s
l i f e ,  w h i c h  h e  h a d  g i v e n  t o  t h t
' S t r a n g e r '  o r  ' M a s t e r '  w h o  h a d  a p p e a r e d
t o  h i m  i n  Baghdad.  C h a r l e s  d e  F o u c a u l d
i n v i t e d  h i m  t o  J o i n  h i m  i n  h i s  l i f e  a s  a
h e r m i t  i n  t h e  S a h a r a  a n d  t o  d e d i c a t e
h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  Tu a r e g  p e o p l e s .

C a l l e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  A r a b s

Massignon f i n a l l y  f e l t  c a l l e d ,  a s  i f
by A l - H a l l a J  h i m s e l f ,  t o  s e r v e  t h e  A r a b s
and t h e  M u s l i m  w o r l d .  T h i s  was  a  domain
which was  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  We s t e r n  s c h o l a r s
i n  a  v e r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  s o m e w h a t
h o s t i l e  m a n n e r .  F o r  M a s s i g n o n ,
u n i v e r s i t y  w o r k  w o u l d  b e  h i s  c a l l i n g .

At t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  h e  f e l t  a  c e r t a i n
debt t o  C h a r l e s  d e  F o u c a u l d .  W h e n
Foucauld  d i e d ,  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  m u r d e r e d ,  a l o n e
i n  t h e  S a h a r a ,  i t  w a s  M a s s i g n o n  w h o
became t h e  e s s e n t i a l  b o n d  b e t w e e n  t h e
he rm i t  w h o s e  l i f e  a p p a r e n t l y  e n d e d  i n
f a i l u r e ,  a n d ,  s o m e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e
f l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  w e r e
i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  d e
Foucauld.  ( T h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  f o u r t e e n
o f  t h e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  O r d e r s  o f  t h e
L i t t l e  B r o t h e r s  a n d  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f
Jesus, w h i c h  h a v e  m u l t i p l i e d  a c r o s s  t h e
wor ld .  )

I n  1 9 1 4 ,  M a s s i g n o n  m a r r i e d .  T h e  w a r
s t a r t e d  a  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  a n d  h e
served o n  d i f f e r e n t  f r o n t s .  I n  December
1917, h e  e n t e r e d  J e r s u s a l e m  b e h i n d  E m i r
Faysa l ,  a l o n g s i d e  T  E  L a w r e n c e .  B o t h
men h a d  a  d e s i r e  t o  h e l p  t h e  A r a b s ,  a n d
shared a  s e n s e  o f  d i s t r e s s  w h e n  t h e
A l l i e s  d i d  n o t  h o n o u r  p r o m i s e s  made  t o
the  A r a b s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r.
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One c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  M a s s i g n o n
w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  a  l i t t l e  a b o u t  A l -
H a l l a j .  B o r n  i n  P e r s i a  i n  857AD, H u s a y n
Bin  Mansur  A l - H a l l a j  r e c e i v e d  a n  a u s t e r e
r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .  H e  t r a v e l l e d  t o
I n d i a ,  K a s h m i r ,  T u r k e s t a n ,  a n d  t h e n
s e t t l e d  i n  B a g h d a d  w h e r e  h e  b e g a n
p reach ing  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  w h o s e
' e s s e n t i a l  E s s e n c e  i s  L o v e ' .  H e  d i d  n o t
o n l y  p r e a c h ;  h e  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f
the  i l l - t r e a t e d  b l a c k s  l i v i n g  i n
Southern I r a q ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n
which e x p l o i t e d  t h e  m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e .

He f e l t  t h e  l o v e  o f
s t r e n g t h  t h a t  h e  a s p i r e d
And t h i s  h a p p e n e d .
a u t h o r i t i e s  a c c u s e d  h i m
was i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  f i v e
i n  9 2 2  w a s  t r i e d ,
decap i t a t ed .  H e  l e f t
m y s t i c a l  p o e m s  w h i c h
t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d .

Massignon c h o s e  t o  d e d i c a t e  h i s  l i f e
t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A l - H a l l a j  -  e v e n  i f  h e
pursued m a n y  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a s  w e l l .
Th i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a  m o d e r n  t h i n k e r
w i t h  a  g r e a t  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  p a s t  -  a
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  s e r v i c e ,  d e v o t i o n  a n d
s e l f - e f f a c e m e n t  -  h a s  b e e n  compared w i t h
t h a t  o f  D a n t e  a n d  V i r g i l ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d
i n  T h e  D i v i n e  Comedy.

L i k e  A l - H a l l a j ,  M a s s i g n o n  w a s  n o t
con ten t  s i m p l y  t o  s t u d y  a n d  w r i t e ,  a n d
he w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  l o t  o f
c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  H e  met  Mahatma Gandh i  i n
1931 a n d  f o u n d e d  t h e  " F r i e n d s  o f  G a n d h i "
i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  d i d  a
number o f  f a s t s  a n d  n o n - v i o l e n t
demons t ra t i ons  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e
poor t r e a t m e n t  o f  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a g a i n s t
the  w r o n g  h a n d l i n g  o f  'Mohamed V  o f
Morocco b y  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r
the  M a l a g a s y  MPs  i m p r i s o n e d  a t  t h e  e n d
of  t h e  1 9 3 9 - 4 5  w a r ,  a n d  a g a i n s t  t o r t u r e
i n  A l g e r i a .

He w a s  b o t h  a  c o m m i t t e d  s c h o l a r  a n d
man o f  f a i t h .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f l a m e  w h i c h
had consumed  h i s  h e a r t  i n  B a g h d a d  w a s
never  e x t i n g u i s h e d ,  h e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  knew
p e r i o d s  o f  d r y n e s s ,  a s  h e  o n c e  w r o t e :
'Where i s  t h a t  s c o r c h i n g  t r a n s f o r m i n g
sense o f  T r u t h ?  . . . A h ,  m y  w e l l  i s  d r y ,
but t h e  b u c k e t s  w h i c h  I  am p u l l i n g  f r o m
i t  a r e  o v e r f l o w i n g .  A n d  t h e  d r y n e s s  i s
f o r  m e  w h o  d e s e r v e s  i t ,  a n d  I  a m  h a p p y
t h a t  t h e  o v e r f l o w i n g  w a t e r  i s  f o r  t h o s e
whom I  l o v e  b e c a u s e  " H e  h a s  g i v e n  t h e m

God w i t h  s u c h
to  b e  a  m a r t y r .
The r e l i g i o u s

of  h e r e s y .  H e
years  a n d  t h e n
t o r t u r e d  a n d

some i m p r e s s i v e
Massignon

to me". '

T h i s  w a s  a  m a n  w h o s e  c o m p a s s i o n  w a s
concre te .  H e  t a l k e d  o f  ' t h e  s c i e n c e  o f
compassion ' .  H e  w r o t e :  ' Y o u  u n d e r s t a n d
the o t h e r  p e r s o n  i n  p u t t i n g  y o u r s e l f
w h o l l y  i n  h i s  p l a c e .  T h i s  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,
which i s  a  g o i n g  o u t  o f  o n e s e l f ,  i s  n o t
w i t h o u t  s u f f e r i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l s o ,
more t h a n  a n y t h i n g ,  a  " s p r i n g i n g  u p "  o f
God w i t h i n  u s . '

I t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  i n t e r i o r
comprehension o f  I s l a m  t h a t  M a s s i g n o n
gave a  n e w  d i r e c t i o n  t o  O r i e n t a l
s t u d i e s .  T h a t  i s  w h y  C a r d i n a l  K b n i g
sa id :  ' H i s  w o r k  i s  a  s t a b l e  b a s e  f r o m
which t o  c o n s t r u c t  n e w  b r i d g e s  b e t w e e n
the C h r i s t i a n  a n d  I s l a m i c  w o r l d s ' .

On 1 s t  October 1 9 9 0  Pope John P a u l  I I  met
the Roman C a t h o l i c  Bishops o f  t h e  A r a b
Region. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m
his a d d r e s s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  L ' O s s e r v a t o r e
Romano:

"Communities i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  S p i r i t  w i l l
doubt less ly  b e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e
d i f f i c u l t  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s
groups i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  d e e p l y
a f f e c t  t h e i r  l i f e  and  f u t u r e .

I  a m  t h i n k i n g  f i r s t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e
coexistence a n d  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  I s l a m .
also s e e  p r e s e n t  h e r e  i n  s p i r i t  t h e
Chr i s t i an  communi t ies  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  H o l y
Land w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  w o r l d . . . .  Y o u r
communities a n d  y o u  y o u r s e l v e s  a r e  t h e
outposts  o f  d i a l o g u e !

This p resupposes  a n  openness  o f  s p i r i t ,
a d o c t r i n a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  a  sense  o f  good
w i l l  wh i ch  i s  n o t  improv ised ,  b u t  w h i c h  a r e
the r e s u l t s  o f  p e r s e v e r i n g  e f f o r t s  a n d
sac r i f i ces .

Fo r tuna te l y  t h e r e  a r e  a r e a s  i n  w h i c h  a l l
these c u r r e n t s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a l l  t h e s e
seemingly d i v e r s e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  come
together :  f a i t h  i n  a  m e r c i f u l  G o d ,  t h e
sense o f  t h e  sacredness  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  v a l u e
of  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y .
May b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g s  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t
together,  t h r o u g h  d i a l o g u e  a n d  s e r v i c e ,
w i thou t  d e n y i n g  i n  a n y  w a y  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c
s p i r i t u a l  sense.

This c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y
necessary, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  y o u
come f r o m ,  w h i c h  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  d r a m a t i c
s i tua t ions . . . .

We a l l  k n o w  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  w a r s
which b r e a k  o u t  a n d  l a s t i n g  c o n f l i c t s
never u l t i m a t e l y  r e s o l v e  p r o b l e m s .  O n l y
dialogue, r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f
i nd i v idua l s  a n d  g roups ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  among
those i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a r e
able t o  c r e a t e  t r u s t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,
secur i t y. . . . "
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The M a r l  of M i l l  No Zi

Crisis in Kerala
'KERALA I S  A  STATE i n  I n d i a  s i t u a t e d  i n
the s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  I t  i s
the f i r s t  s t a t e  i n  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w h i c h
has v o t e d  a  Communist government  t o  power.
Again, i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  swep t
them o f f  t h e  s e a t s  o f  p o w e r  b y  a  m a s s
upsurge:

This i s  t h e  o p e n i n g  p a r a g r a p h  o f  a n
a r t i c l e  b y  Mannath Padmanabhan, t h e  l e a d e r
of t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t
communist r u l e  i n  K e r a l a  i n  1 9 5 8 / 5 9 .  H e
records o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  p e r i o d s
in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

Kerala h a s  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 5  m i l l i o n
people a n d  i s  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h r e e  m a i n
r e l i g i o u s  commun i t i es .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0
per c e n t  a r e  Hindus,  2 5  p e r  c e n t  C h r i s t i a n
and 2 5  p e r  c e n t  Musl im.

Padmanabhan was  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Na i r s ,
a p o w e r f u l  H indu  c a s t e .  H e  w a s  a  dynamic
f i gu re  a n d  a  l i f e - l o n g  e n e m y  o f  t h e
Christ ians.  D i s u n i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  h a d
enabled t h e  c o m m u n i s t s  t o  t a k e  o v e r
through t h e  b a l l o t  b o x .  I n  f a c t  b e c a u s e
the r u l i n g  Congress P a r t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  h a d
a p r e d o m i n a n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .
Padmanabhan h a d  a d v i s e d  t h e  N a i r s  t o  v o t e
fo r  t h e  communists.

by Rex Elilig
A f t e r  t h e y  c a m e  t o  p o w e r ,  t h e  p e o p l e

began t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g i m e .  T h e
cl imax c a m e  w h e n  Communist  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n
was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l s .  T h e
Hindu a n d  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  u n i t e d
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  o r g a n i s e  a n  ' u p r i s i n g '
against  t h e  Government  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  i t
down. P r e s i d e n t ' s  R u l e  was  i n s t i t u t e d  f r o m
Delhi a n d  f r e s h  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  c a l l e d  f o r
w i t h i n  s i x  months.

Padmanabhan t o  h i s  c r e d i t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t
he had  been  w r o n g  i n  h i s  a d v i c e  and  t o u r e d
the s t a t e  speak ing  a t  mass  mee t ings  u r g i n g
people t o  r i s e  u p .  H e  v o w e d  t o  r i d  t h e
s ta te  o f  communism, b u t  n o - o n e  b e l i e v e d
that  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  l e t  i t  happen had
been hea led.

A g r o u p ,  l e d  b y  M a n n a t h  Padmanabhan,
which i n c l u d e d  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  H indus ,
was i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  MRA con fe rence  a t  Caux.
One e v e n i n g  a f t e r  o n e  o f  t h e  p l a y s  i n  t h e
theatre,  a  C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r  i n  t h e
de legat ion  s a i d ,  " T h i s  p l a y  h a s  b e e n
w r i t t e n  f o r  u s " ,  a n d  h e  w e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o
Padmanabhan a n d  a p o l o g i s e d  f o r  h i s
b i t t e rness  a g a i n s t  h im.

Padmanabhan d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  v i s i t  t o
Caux, w r o t e ,  ' T h e r e  w e  h a d  s e e n  a  n e w
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world emerge, a  w o r l d  r e b u i l t  f o r  t h e  w i l l
of God t o  p r e v a i l .  W e  d i scove red  how men
of d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  c l a s s ,  c r e e d  o r  c o l o u r ,
stand u n i t e d  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e
ty ran t  a n d  u s h e r  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f
Heaven".

The d e l e p ; a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  d e t e r m i n e d  t c
un i te  t h e  v s t a t e  b e h i n d  a  d e m o c r a t i c
Government. I n  t h i s  s p i r i t  t h e y  managed
to w o r k  o u t  a n  e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a l l
the non-communis t  p a r t i e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a n
overwhelmihe v i c t o r y  o f  t h i s  a l l i a n c e  a n d
a c o a l i t i o n  government w a s  fo rmed.

But Padmanabhan w a s  a  r e a l i s t .  H e  f e l t
more w a s  r e q u i r e d .  H e  w r o t e ,  " We  needed
the s a m e  m i r a c l e  i n  K e r a l a  t h a t  w e  h a d
seen i n  t h e  Ruhr.  W e  t h e r e f o r e  dec ided  t o
cable C h a n c e l l o r  A d e n a u e r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t
the R u h r  m i n e r s  w i t h  t h e  M R A  d r a m a
'Hoffnung' ( ' H o p e '  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  m i n e r s :
come t o  K e r a l a . "  T h e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  a l o n g
wi th  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  a l l  t h e  ma in  p o l i t i c a :
pa r t i es  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  j o i n e d  i n  a
committee t o  we lcome t h i s  f o r c e .  A t  t h e
recept ion g i v e n  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e
State, t h e  G o v e r n o r  s a i d ,  " A l l  o u r
problems, e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  W I C
ind iv idua l ,  m u s t  b e  s o l v e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f
MRA."

F i f teen  thousand  came t o  s e e  t h e  p l a y  i n
one w e e k .  i t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e
Governor, s i x  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s ,  s e n i o r
government o f f i c e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l i s t s ,  t r a d e
union l e a d e r s  and  s i x  thousand  s t u d e n t s .

Archbishop M a r  G r e g o r i u s  o f  Tr i v a n d r u m
said, " H i s t o r y  w i l l  r e c o r d  o u r  p e r m a n e n t
g r a t i t u d e  t o  Mannath  Padmanabhan n o t  o n l y
fo r  h a v i n g
Kerala, b u t
communities
Caux."

ousted t h e  Commun i s t s  f r o m
for  c r e a t i n g  u n i t y  i n  a l l  t h e

fo l l ow ing  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m

In t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  Government, t h e
coa l i t i on  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  s o m e  p e o p l e
play ing u p  t h e  a l l e g e d  i l l  f e e l i n g  be tween
the N a i r s  a n d  a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y.  T h e
c r i s i s  w a s  passed,  b y  Fadmanabhan r e f u s i n g
to b e  d r a w n  i n t o  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y .
Padmanabhan s a i d ,  " U n i t y  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t
than de fend ing  a  p o i n t  o f  v iew" .

Nine s t a t s  M P s  w e n t  t o  C a u x  i n  1 9 6 2 .
There t h e y  w r o t e  a n d  s t a g e d  a  p l a y  " T h e
New Chap te r " .  T h e  d r a m a  w a s  t h e i r  r e a l
l i f e - s t o r y  e n d  t o l d  h o w  t h r o u g h  a  change
in themse lves ,  t h e s e  men f o u n d  t h e  answer
to t h e  f a c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  h a d
cont r ibu ted s o  much t o  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f
Kerala. F r o m  Caux t h e y  t o o k  t h e i r  p l a y  t c
c i t i e s  i n  B , i t a i n  a n d  Japan.  T h e n ,  a s  o n e
might s a y ,  a s  a n  a s s u r a n c e  o f  i t s
a u t h e n t i c i t y  t h e y  s t a g e d  i t  i n  t h e i r  o w n
s ta te  o f  Kera la .

Kerala's p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  a v i d  r e a d e r s .
There a r e  t h i r t y  d a i l y  newspapers. T h e
largest d a i l y ,  "Malayalam Manorama" w r o t e
four major  e d i t o r i a l s  o n  MRA. I n  one  t h e y
wrote, "The i d e a  t h a t  MRA advocates, i s  not
a p o l i t i c a l  o r e ,  b u t  a  p r a c t i c a l  ideo logy
which i s  moral  and sp i r i tua l " .

QuoTations
' I  w i s h e d  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  m i g h t
en joy  l i f e ,  a n d  w a s  g r a n t e d  l i f e  t h a t  I
might e n j o y  a l l  t h i n g s . '  A n o n .

' To  s e e  a  W o r l d  i n  a  G r a i n  o f  Sand

And a  Heaven i n  a  W i l d  F l o w e r,

Hold I n f i n i t y  i n  t h e  p a l m  o f  y o u r  hand

And E t e r n i t y  i n  a n  h o u r . '

W i l l i a m  B l a k e

' I n  s i l e n c e  a l o n e  d o e s  a  m a n ' s  t r u t h
b ind  i t s e l f  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s t r i k e  r o o t . '

An to ine  d e  S t  ExupL.lry

' To  g o  u p  a l o n e  i n t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n  a n d
come b a c k  a s  a n  ambassador  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,
has e v e r  b e e n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  h u m a n i t y ' s
best f r i e n d s . '

Evelyn U n d e r h i l l

' S i l e n c e  i s  T h e  e l e m e n t  i n  w h i c h  g r e a t
t h i n g s  f a s h i o n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t
at l e n g t h  t h e y  m a y  e m e r g e ,  f u l l - f o r m e d
and m a j e s t i c ,  i n t o  t h e  d a y l i g h t  o f  L i f e ,
which t h e y  a r e  h e n c e f o r t h  t o  r u l e . '

Maur ice M a e t e r l i n c k

'You  t o u c h e d  me,  a n d  I  a m  i n f l a m e d  w i t h
love  o f  y o u r  p e a c e . '

St A u g u s t i n e



What b e t t e r  r e a d  when y o u ' r e  o u t  i n  t h e  b u s h ?

We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d e v o t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  t o  r e a d e r s '
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  l i v i n g  o u t  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .
P l e a s e  s e n d  a n y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  F R E E WAY  b y :
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A p r i l  a n d  J u l y .  A  new ' v o l u m e '  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  O c t o b e r  i s s u e ,  e n d  i s
numbered 1  t o  5 .

The a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e  ( t h e  same f o r  a l l  c o u n t r i e s )  i s :
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can p a y  o n  a  p r o  r a t e  b a s i s  ( i e  £ 1 . 2 0  p e r  i s s u e  =  £ 3 . 6 0  f o r  r e m a i n i n g  t h r e e
i ssues ) .
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