
FEBRUARY 1 9 9 2 Vo l  6  N o  3

" W h y  n o t  l e t  G o d  r u n  t h e  w o r l d ? "
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' A m e r i c a  h a s  w o n  t h e  C o l d  W a r ' ,  M r  B u s h  t o l d  t h e  A m e r i c a n
p e o p l e  i n  h i s  S t a t e  o f  t h e  U n i o n  a d d r e s s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i n
B r i t a i n  t h e r e  w a s  a  T V  p r o g r a m m e  o n  t h e  w a r t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l .  T h e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  i m a g e s
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  i n  m a n y  w a y s  t h e  C o l d  W a r  w a s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n
o f  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m .  N o w  t h e
g e n e r a t i o n  w h i c h  f o u g h t  t o  f r e e  E u r o p e  f r o m  N a z i  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,
h a s  j u s t  s u c c e e d e d  i n  f r e e i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  C o m m u n i s t
d i c t a t o r s h i p  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  e r a  i s  o n l y  n o w  b e g i n n i n g
t o  s i n k  i n ;  t h e  w a l l  t h a t  t h e  W e s t  h a s  b e e n  p u s h i n g  a t  h a s
f i n a l l y  c o l l a p s e d .  B u t  w h a t  n o w ?  S o  m u c h  o f  t h e  W e s t ' s
t h i n k i n g  h a s  b e e n  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o u n t e r i n g  c o m m u n i s m  t h a t  w e
d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  m u c h  i d e a  w h e r e  t o  g o  n o w .

F r a n k  B u c h m a n  i d e n t i f i e d  m a t e r i a l i s m  a s  " t h e  m o t h e r  o f  a l l  t h e
' i s m s ' " .  N o w  t h e  ' i s m s '  m a y  h a v e  g o n e ,  b u t  m a t e r i a l i s m
c e r t a i n l y  h a s n ' t  -  i t  m i g h t  a l m o s t  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  w o n ,  i t
s e e m s  s o  a l l - p e r v a d i n g .  B u t  i f  B u c h m a n ' s  a n a l y s i s  i s  c o r r e c t ,
m a t e r i a l i s m  i s  a l w a y s  a  t h r e a t  t o  d e m o c r a c y  h o w e v e r  s e c u r e
o n e ' s  s o c i e t y  m a y  p r e s e n t l y  a p p e a r .

' D e m o c r a c y '  i s  t o d a y ' s  b u z z  w o r d  f o r  m a x i m u m  i n d i v i d u a l
l i b e r t y  a n d  m i n i m u m  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n
i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  i s  e x e r c i s e d  w i t h o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  p e o p l e
g e t  h u r t ,  a n d  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  e x p a n d s ;  d i c t a t o r s h i p  l i e s  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t  r o a d .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s
v o l u n t a r i l y  e x e r c i s e d  b y  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  l e s s  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y
i s  n e c e s s a r y .

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t y .  I t  i s  a  f r u i t  o f  a
l i f e t i m e  h a b i t  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  i m p u l s e s  i n  u s  w h i c h  d a m a g e
t h o s e  a r o u n d  u s ,  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  t h o s e  i m p u l s e s  w h i c h  b u i l d
c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
m a t e r i a l i s m ,  r a t h e r  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  T h e  o n l y  a n t i d o t e  t o
m a t e r i a l i s m  i s  t h a t  t o t a l  o b e d i e n c e  t o  G o d  t h a t  l e a v e s  n o
p l a c e  f o r  r e l i a n c e  o n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .

Apology: T h e  E d i t o r s  a p o l o g i z e  t o  P e t e r  Hannon f o r  h a v i n g  m i s s e d  s e v e r a l
l i n e s  o f  t e x t  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e .
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One thing leads to another

A n k

I WOULD L I K E  t o  c a l l  i t  a  s t o r y ,  b e c a u s e
most o f  i t  i s  p a s t  now.

I  g r e w  u p  i n  a  l o v i n g  m u s i c a l  f a m i l y ,
the f o u r t h  o f  1 3  c h i l d r e n .  L a t e r  m y  f a t h e r
took a  second w i f e  and  I  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h e
sense i n  t h a t .  S o  I  t o o k  i t  u p o n  m y s e l f  t o
punish h i m  f o r  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  a n d  I  d i d  i t
in s u c h  a  s u b t l e  w a y  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  e v e n
know t h a t  h e  was b e i n g  punished.

Because w e  l i k e  s i n g i n g  a  l o t ,  a s  s o o n
as I  h e a r d  h i s  c a r  h o r n  a t  t h e  g a t e ,  I
would g o  i n t o  my mo the r ' s  s i t t i n g  room a n d
s t a r t  s i n g i n g  a n d  t h e n  e v e r y b o d y  w o u l d
d r i f t  t o  w h e r e  I  was ,  t o  s i n g .  T h e n  when
he g o t  i n  t h e r e  wou ld  b e  n o  one w a i t i n g  t o
welcome h i m  h o m e .  T h i s  w e n t  o n
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  f o r  a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s ,
whenever I  was a t  home.

On t w o  occas ions  my  f a t h e r  c a l l e d  u s  a l l
and p a i n f u l l y  t o l d  , u s  w h a t  a g o n y  h e  w a s
going t h r o u g h  i n  h i s  o w n  home. B u t  I  f e l t
he b r o u g h t  i t  a l l  o n  h i m s e l f  a n d  m i g h t  a s
we l l  e n j o y  i t .

Three y e a r s  i n t o  t h i s  c r i s i s ,  I  w a s
int roduced t o  M o r a l  Re-Armament b y  o n e  o f
my l e c t u r e r s  a t  u n i v e r s i t y .  I  f e l t  I  d i d n ' t
need i t  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  g o o d .  I  n e i t h e r
drank n o r  smoked, I  h a d  n o  b o y f r i e n d s  a n d
I  g a v e  money t o  t h e  p o o r .  T h i s  I  t o l d  m y
l e c t u r e r  i n  a  r a t h e r  c o n c e i t e d  manner,  t o
which h e  r e p l i e d ,  ' M a y b e  w e  n e e d  s a i n t s
l i ke  y o u  t o  t each  u s  how t o  b e  good' .

That c o n v i c t e d  me.  A f t e r  a  l o n g  t i m e  o f
evading t h e  i s s u e  o f  h a v i n g  a  ' q u i e t  t i m e ' ,
I  t r i e d  i t  a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  I  h a d  w a s  t o
put r i g h t  my  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  my f a t h e r .

This w a s  v e r y  p a i n f u l .  I  t r i e d  w r i t i n g
but l o s t  c o u r a g e  h a l f w a y  t h r o u g h .
Eventua l ly,  I  t r a v e l l e d  h o m e  a n d  d i d  i t
ve rba l l y,  p r a c t i c a l l y  c r y i n g ,  i n  t h e
presence o f  b o t h  m y  p a r e n t s .  I  b e g a n  t o
see m y s e l f  i n  a  new l i g h t .  I  f e l t  I  had  t h e
r i g h t  t o  b e  l o v e d  a n d  c a r e d  f o r  -  a f t e r
a l l ,  t h e y  b r o u g h t  m e  i n t o  t h i s  w o r l d ,  s o
why s h o u l d n ' t  t h e y  l o o k  a f t e r  me  p r o p e r l y ?
But I  h a d  n o  i d e a  w h a t  a m o u n t  o f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was r e q u i r e d  o f  me.

That s a m e  y e a r ,  1 9 8 4 ,  m y  p a r e n t s  w e n t
w i th  m e  t o  Caux. I  am  s u r e  m y  f a t h e r  d i d
not b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e  w a s  t r u e
and w o u l d  l a s t  l o n g .  A n y w a y,  s e v e n  o r
e ight  y e a r s  l a t e r  w e  a r e  s t i l l  w o r k i n g
th ings  o u t .  M y  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  m y

fa the r ' s  o t h e r  w i f e  a n d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  i s
changing, b u t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  l o n g  w a y  t o
go i n  t h e  f a m i l y.

One d e c i s i o n  l e d  t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  I  began
to  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  a c t i v e  a s  I  w a s  i n
Students U n i o n  P o l i t i c s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,
blaming t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  o t h e r s  f o r
cor rup t ion ,  I  wasn ' t  q u i t e  f r e e  o f  t h e  v i c e
myself.

For i n s t a n c e ,  I  u s e d  t o  t a k e  much  m o r e
money f r o m  m y  f a t h e r  t h a n  I  n e e d e d  f o r
school. T h i s  w a s  c o r r u p t i o n  a t  a  s m a l l
l eve l  w h i c h  c o u l d  g r o w  i n t o  b i g g e r  t h i n g s
i f  I  e v e r  g o t  i n t o  t h e  h e l m  o f  a f f a i r s  i n
my government.  I  changed o n  t h i s ,  a n d  some
of  m y  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  w h o m  I  h a d
int roduced t o  t h i s  w a y,  changed  t o o .  Now,
at l e a s t  f o u r  members o f  m y  f a m i l y  a r e
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  G o d  a n d
seeking w h a t  i s  b e s t  f o r  a l l .  Some f a m i l i e s
around u s  a r e  b e n e f i t t i n g  f r o m  o u r
experiences a l r e a d y  a n d  w e  g i v e  t h e  g l o r y
to God.

'Rob° Ukoko
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In the Pink
IN THE LAST ISSUE I  s a i d  o p i n i o n s  c o u l d  b e
seen a s  n a v y - b l u e  a l l - p u r p o s e  o n e s ,  o r
s l i g h t l y  m o r e  s u b j e c t  t o  p e r s o n a l  t a s t e ,
l i k e  p i n k .  We l l ,  y e s t e r d a y  i n  t h e  newspaper,
j u s t  b y  chance, I  was  reminded o f  a  f amous
saying b y  a  f a s h i o n  j o u r n a l i s t ,  ' P i n k  i s
the n a v y - b l u e  o f  I n d i a ' .  ( W h a t  s h e  m e a n t
was t h a t  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  I n d i a  w e a r
pink.)  S o  i f  y o u  r e a d  i t  i n  I n d i a ,  y o u ' l l
have t o  s w o p  e v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  s o  p i n k
reads navy,  e t c .

Then t h e r e ' s  t h e  d e l i c a t e  q u e s t i o n  o f
what's g r e e n ,  a n d  w h a t  i s n ' t .  I  h a v e  a  p a i r
o f  ' n a t u r a l '  j e a n s  t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  a r e n ' t
'green' b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e q u i r e  e n o r m o u s
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  s o a p  p o w d e r  t o
keep them l o o k i n g  o f f - w h i t e .

Apart f r o m  t h a t ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  e c o l o g i c a l
dilemma t h a t  f a c e s  m e  i s  w h e t h e r  t o  g o
shopping i n  t h e  c a r  o r  n o t .  T h e  c h o i c e  i s
between t h e  l o c a l  s h o p s ,  e x p e n s i v e  a n d
useless, o r  t h e  b i g  supe rmarke t  t w o  m i l e s
away. I  suppose  i t  d o e s n ' t  s o u n d  v e r y  f a r .
Four m i l e s  t h e r e  a n d  b a c k .  A n y w a y,  I
decided t h e  w a y  o u t  o f  t h e  d i lemma w a s  t o
f i l l  t h e  c a r  u p ,  s o  r e g u l a r l y  t a k e  a
f r iend.  Who  h a s n ' t  g o t  a  c a r .  T h e  t r o u b l e
is, n e i t h e r  h a s  s h e  g o t  a  p h o n e .  S o  w e
have t o  g o  a t  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  o n
the same d a y,  w e e k  i n ,  w e e k  o u t .  U n l e s s  a
week's n o t i c e  i s  g i v e n .  W e  g o t  o u t  o f
synch l a s t  week,  a n d  I  f e a r  I ' m  i n  h e r  b a d
books because  I  r e f u s e d  t o  l e n d  h e r  some
casset te  t a p e s  t o  c o p y.  O h ,  t h e s e  m o r a l
issues.

What a m  I
suppose I ' l l
cheer fu l  a n d
comes m y  way.
nuisance i t ' s
When
don't
hand,
phone and s o r t  i t  o u t .

going t o  d o  a b o u t  h e r ?  I
have t o  g o  r o u n d  a n d  b e
absorb a n y  g r u m b l i n g  t h a t
Without p o i n t i n g  o u t  w h a t  a
been t o  m e  a l l  t h i s  t i m e .

people a r e  w o r s e  o f f  t h a n  y o u ,  y o u
rub t h e i r  n o s e s  i n  i t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r
I  w i s h  s h e ' d  g e t  h e r s e l f  t o  a  p a y

We h a v e  a  n e i g h b o u r  d o w n s t a i r s  w h o  h a s
a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  d i f f i c u l t  a b o u t
noise. S o  w e ' v e  t a k e n  ( l i g h t )  s t e p s  t o  b e
qu ie t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  T h i s  h a s  m e a n t
l i s t e n i n g  t o  v a r i o u s  c o m p l a i n t s ,  a n d
curb ing m y  t e m p e r  i n  t h e  p rocess .  B u t  y o u
know, i t ' s  p a i d  o f f .  S h e  n o w  t h i n k s  w e ' r e
love ly  ne ighbours  a n d  keeps  coming  u p  w i t h
generous o f f e r s ,  l i k e  ' Yo u  k n o w  d e a r ,  a n y
time y o u  n e e d  t o  p u t  o n  y o u r  w a s h i n g
machine a f t e r  9 . 30  a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  would b e
quite a l l  r i g h t ' .  H u m b l e  p i e  p a y s .  I ' m
learning.

Reflections
on fear .

IT WA S  Q U I T E  A  SHOCK t o  w a k e  u p  o n e
Saturday m o r n i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  o u r  k i t c h e n
window h a d  been  f o r c e d  open  a n d  a  handbag
s to len  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e .

Being b u r g l e d  w a s  b a d  enough ,  b u t  t h e
thought o f  someone i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  o u r  home
whi le  w e  w e r e  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
n igh t  w a s  v e r y  s c a r y.

Fear c r e e p s  i n  e a s i l y  a f t e r  t h a t .  O n c e
the l i g h t s  a r e  o u t ,  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  s t r a i n i n g
my e a r s  t o  p i c k  u p  a n y  u n f a m i l i a r  n o i s
downstai rs.

I w a s  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  J e s u s  c u r i n g  t h e
man w h o  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  l e g i o n  o f
demons. W h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  s a w  t h e  m a n
transformed a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t
overjoyed a s  p e r h a p s  o n e  m i g h t  h a v e
expected, b u t  t h e y  w e r e  o v e r c o m e  w i t h
fear.

Were t h e y  a f r a i d  t h a t  J e s u s  m i g h t  t r y  t o
t ransform t h e i r  l i v e s ?

How m a n y  t i m e s  ' d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  w e e k
have I  g i v e n  i n  t o  s m a l l ,  n i g g l i n g  f e a r s ?
Those f l e e t i n g  moments  o f  unease,  m i s t r u s t
and f e e l i n g  vu lne rab le .

When t h e  d i s c i p l e s  w e r e  w i t h  J e s u s  i n
the b o a t  a n d  t h e y  woke Him u p  i n  a  f r a n t i c
panic because  o f  t h e  r a g i n g  s t o r m ,  J e f f s
said t o  them, "Where i s  y o u r  f a i t h ? "

Where i s  m y  f a i t h  when  I  f e e l  l o n e l y  o r
f r igh tened?

I f  I  t u r n  t o  G o d  i n  t h e s e  m o m e n t s
instead o f  b a t t l i n g  o n  a l o n e ,  H e  n o t  o n l y
can t a k e  a w a y  m y  f e a r s  o f  b e i n g  b u r g l e d
or b e i n g  l o n e l y ,  b u t  H e  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  m y
l i f e  a n d  h e l p  me t o  f i n d  t h a t  peace  ' w h i c h
transcends a l l  unde rs tand ing '  a n d  w h i c h  H e
promises w i l l  gua rd  my h e a r t  a n d  my mind.

by Angela
Willoughby

The Mad Hatter
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Na going back

Ta k e  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  m e ,  w h i l e  I ' m  y e t  y o u n g ,

C a t c h  m y  g o l d e n  h a i r  d a n c i n g  i n  t h e  s u n

S e t  d o w n  m y  c a r e f r e e  s m i l e ,  u n f u r r o w e d  b r o w ,

My e y e s  s t i l l  c l e a r ,  w i t h  m e m o r i e s  b r i g h t  o f  y e s t e r y e a r

And f u l l  o f  h o p e  f o r  a l l  t h e  d a y s  t o  c o m e .

F o r  w i t h  t h e  d a w n  I  f e a r  t h a t  I  w i l l  s e e ,

R e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  g l a s s ,  a n o t h e r  m e ;

My g o l d e n  h a i r  s t r e a k e d  t h r o u g h  w i t h  w h i t e r  h u e ,

....., A n d  e y e s  s u n k  d e e p  i n  s h a d o w s  g r e y  a n d  b l u e

S k i n  t h a t  c r e a s e s  w i t h  e a c h  s m i l e  o r  f r o w n .

So t a k e  a - p h o t o g r a p h ,  a n d  t a k e  i t  s o o n

C a t c h  m e  u n a w a r e s  o n  a  s u m m e r ' s  a f t e r n o o n

F o r  a s  I  g r o w  I ' l l  w o n d e r  w h o  I  w a s ,  r i g h t  n o w ,  t h i s  d a y ,

And l o n g  t o  t a k e  a  p e e k  a t  w h a t  t h e  y e a r s  h a v e  w a s h e d  a w a y .

I ' l l  s e t  i t  o n  t h e  m a n t l e p i e c e ,  o r  k e e p  i t  i n  a  b o o k ,

And e v e r y  n o w  a n d  t h e n  I ' l l  t a k e  i t  d o w n  a n d  l o o k

And l o n g  f o r  m y  b e g i n n i n g  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  m y  e n d . . .

Maybe  I ' l l  c r y  a  l i t t l e ,  f o r  I  n e v e r  c a n  r e t u r n

To  t h i s  s u n l i t  c l i f f  a b o v e  t h e  s e a ,  t h i s  g a r d e n  s e a t  i n  J u n e

T h i s  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  s u n l i g h t ,  p i e r c i n g  t h e  f r o s t e d  a i r

Or t h e  f i r e s i d e  g l o w  a n d  w a r m t h  o f  t h i s  D e c e m b e r  a f t e r n o o n .

So t a k e  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  m e  w h i l e  I ' m  y e t  y o u n g

I t  m a y  h e l p  m e  t o  r e m e m b e r  w h o  I  a m  a n d  w h a t  I ' v e  d o n e .

Rachel Charrett
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The Killer-Instinct
WATCHING TENNIS MATCHES, I ' v e  a l w a y s  hoped
that  g r e a t  a r t i s t s ,  l i k e  V i j a y  A m r i t r a j  o f
India, w o u l d  t r i u m p h  o v e r  f i e r c e  h i t t e r s ,
l i ke  J immy Connors, b u t  t h e y  se ldom h a v e  -
al though t h e  I n d i a n  w a s  o f t e n  l e a d i n g  2 - 1
before f i n a l l y  l o s i n g  b y  t h r e e  s e t s  t o  t w o .
Power p l u s  t h e  k i l l e r - i n s t i n c t  o v e r c a m e
grace. I t  became more  o f  a  t e s t  o f  s t a m i n a
than s k i l l .

Does t h a t  a l w a y s  have  t o  b e  so?

In m y  s p o r t i n g  d a y s ,  t h e  a m a t e u r
approach w a s  much  m o r e  pronounced.  T o  b e
u l t r a -ded ica ted  t o  w i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i n n i n g
at a l l  c o s t s ,  w a s  n o t  s o  common. O f  c o u r s e
there w a s  p l e n t y  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  t o o .  When
Oxford p l a y e d  C a m b r i d g e  a t  R u g b y  f o r
instance, i t  w a s  n o t  p l a y e d  i n  t h e
menta l i t y :  ' I t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  who  w i n s  a s
long a s  i t  i s  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t ' !
And o n c e  t h e  b i g  game w a s  o v e r ,  t h e  m a i n
focus w a s  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  w i n  t h e  n e x t  o n e
a y e a r  l a t e r .  B e s i d e s ,  5 0 - 6 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e
would w i t n e s s  t h e  even t .

Recently t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s e r i e s  o n  T V
on t h e  l i f e  o f  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l .  Yo u  s e e
his  c o u r a g e  a n d  h i s  d y n a m i c  l e a d e r s h i p .
You a l s o  s e e  h i s  weaknesses  a n d  m i s t a k e s .
But w h a t  i s  u n m i s t a k a b l e  i s  h i s  a l l - o u t
s p i r i t  -  a n d  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  a  n a t i o n .

In h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  b o o k  M y  E a r l y  L i f e ,
Church i l l  a d d r e s s e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y
20s w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s .  ' D o  n o t  b e  f o b b e d
o f f  w i t h  m e r e  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s  o r
acceptance. Y o u  w i l l  m a k e  a l l  k i n d s  o f
mistakes. B u t  s o  l o n g  a s  y o u  a r e  g e n e r o u s
and t r u e  a n d  a l s o  f i e r c e ,  y o u  c a n n o t  h u r t
the w o r l d  o r  e v e n  s e r i o u s l y  d i s t r e s s  h e r .
She w a s  m a d e  t o  b e  w o o e d  a n d  w o n  b y
youth. S h e  h a s  l i v e d  a n d  t h r i v e d  o n l y  b y
repeated s u b j u g a t i o n s . '

Elsewhere, h e  w r o t e  a b o u t  ' T h e  r u t  o f
i n e r t i a ,  t h e  c o n f u s i o n s  o f  a im,  t h e  c r a v e n
fea r  o f  b e i n g  g r e a t . '

What a n  a r r e s t i n g  exp ress ion ,  ' t h e  c raven
fear  o f  b e i n g  g r e a t ' .

I s u g g e s t  t h a t  g r e a t n e s s  i n v o l v e s  h a v i n g
a b i g  e n o u g h  a i m  i n  l i f e ,  w h i c h  i s
unse l f i sh ,  a n d  g o i n g  a l l  o u t  f o r  i t .  I  s a y
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unse l f i sh  because  i t  i s  v e r y  common t o  s e e
people g o i n g  a l l  o u t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  b u t
being t o t a l l y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i t
themselves s o  t h a t  n o t h i n g  a n d  nobody  c a n
grow a round  them.

I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  t h a t
they a r e  s e n s i b l e  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  h a r d
work i n  e v e r y  s p h e r e  e x c e p t  r e l i g i o n .  T o
take r e l i g i o n  s e r i o u s l y  w a s  g o i n g  t o o  f a r ;
i t  w a s  e v e n  b a d  f o r m ,  p r e s u m p t u o u s .  S o

to b e c o m e  a
ra the r  t h a n  a n

then r e l i g i o n  t e n d s
respectable p e r f o r m a n c e
abundant l i f e .

In ' E n g l a n d  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  We s l e y ' ,
w r i t t e n  b y  B r e a d y  a b o u t  5 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  h e
w r i t e s  'Wes ley  was  f i n a l l y  d i r e c t i n g  a  b a n d
o f  7 0 0  l o c a l  a n d  i t i n e r a n t  p reachers .  M o s t
rose a t  f o u r  a n d  p r e a c h e d  a t  f i v e .  T h e i r
day w a s  e i g h t  h o u r s  s l e e p i n g  a n d  e a t i n g ,
e igh t  h o u r s  s t u d y  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n ,  e i g h t
hours p r e a c h i n g .  W e s l e y  e n j o i n e d  a l l  h i s
preachers t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s p e n d i n g  a t
leas t  f i v e  h o u r s  a  d a y  r e a d i n g  t h e  m o s t
use fu l  books . '

Sounds l i k e  a  s t r e n u o u s  l i f e !

But t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  I ' v e  r e a d ,  s a y  t h a t
Wesley's w o r k  changed t h e  c o u n t r y.  I n  t h e
Cambridge Modern  H i s t o r y ,  T r e v e l y a n  w r o t e :
'There a p p e a r e d  a  movement  h e r a l d e d  b y  a
mighty  l e a d e r  w h o  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  w a t e r
from t h e  r o c k s  and  made a  b a r r e n  l a n d  l i v e

Bready w r o t e  ' W e s l e y ' s  r e v i v a l  w a s  i n
fac t  a  r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  a t  i t s  h e a r t  a
love o f  humani ty,  n o t  a  h a t r e d  o f  c l a s s . '
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Is  t h e r e  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l
approach t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  f a i t h ?  Peop le  l i k e
Wesley t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  have  answered
that  q u e s t i o n  e m p h a t i c a l l y  ' yes ' .

Gandhi i s  a n  e x a m p l e  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y .
His p u r i t y  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  g a v e  h i m  t h e
inner f r e e d o m  t o  f i g h t  w i t h o u t  b i t t e r n e s s
fo r  I n d i a ' s  independence.

Frank Buchman, w h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  w a s  t h e
secret  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  r e p l i e d ,  " T h e  g r a c e  o f
our  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f
my own d i s c i p l i n e " .

I gna t i us  L o y o l a  f r o m  S p a i n ,  w h o  f o u n d e d
the J e s u i t s  i n  1 5 4 0 ,  s t a r t e d  h i s  d a y  w i t h
one h o u r ' s  m e d i t a t i o n ,  t h e n  a t t e n d e d  m a s s
fo r  h a l f  a n  h o u r  a n d  m o r e ,  t h e n  h a d  t w o
more h o u r s '  m e d i t a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  " H u m i l i t y
i s  t r u t h "  a n d  h e  m a d e  t h a t  h i s  c a r d i n a l
v i r tue .

Such a n  approach w o u l d  seem t o  f o r e s t a l l
fanat ic ism a n d  fundamental ism.

I'm n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  r e a d
t h i s  s h o u l d  r i s e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
n i g h t !  -  a l t h o u g h  some h a v e  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n
and h a v e  t o  r i s e  a t  a l l  h o u r s .  B u t  I  a m
sugges t ing  t h a t  i f  G o d  a n d  H i s  w i l l  come
f i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  room f o r  them. I t  i s
an o b v i o u s  p o i n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  whe re  t h e
k i l l e r - i n s t i n c t  c o m e s  i n .  Y o u  k i l l
eve ry th ing  i n  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  i s  n o t  o f  God,
so t h a t  y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o  b e  r e c e p t i v e  t o
h i s  s p i r i t .

Sportsmen c a n  t a k e  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  s o
s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  a t  t h e i r
best a n d  h o p e f u l l y  b r i n g i n g  o u t  t h e  b e s t
in o t h e r s .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  s t a l e n e s s
and y o u  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  t o o ,  b y
re lax ing .  Each i n  o u r  own way.

The s e r v a n t  o f  G o d  c a n  h a v e  t h e  s a m e
thorough approach.

Another  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  s a i n t ,  S t
John o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  w r o t e  'God  i s  l i k e  a
spr ing  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  d r a w s  a c c o r d i n g  t o
the v e s s e l  w h i c h  h e  c a r r i e s ' .  A  t h i m b l e f u l
is  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g ,  b u t  a  b u c k e t  i s
be t te r.  F i v e  m i n u t e s  w i t h  G o d  i s  a  g o o d
way t o  s t a r t  e a c h  d a y ,  b u t  a n  h o u r  a n d
f i v e  m i n u t e s  enab les  a  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  God

to  b e  b u i l t ,  w h i c h  a l s o  f r e e s  t h e  m i n d  t o
move beyond t h e  immediate.

In a  q u i e t  t i m e ,  y o u  c a n  r e a d  t h e
sc r i p tu res ,  l i v e s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s  o r  o t h e r
s p i r i t u a l  b o o k s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  I ' v e
read s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c l a s s i c s  o f
l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  i n  t h e m  I ' v e  f o u n d  m a n y
thoughts  a n d  i n s i g h t s  w h i c h  I ' v e  c o p i e d
down: t h e n  I  l i k e  t o  p a s s  t h e m  t h r o u g h  m y
qu ie t  t i m e .  I  d o  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  comments
from t h e  newspapers.  T h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  a n d
nat ions I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  a n d  p r a y  f o r ,
prompt ing perhaps  l e t t e r s  o f  encouragement
to b e  w r i t t e n .  W e  a l l  h a v e  o u r  d i f f e r e n t
ways o u r  m i n d s  c a n  b e  f e d ,  o u r  s p r i t s
released.

Ecce Homo b y  S e e l e y,  d e s c r i b e d  b y  H e n r y
Drummond a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e l i g i o u s  book  o f
the 1 9 t h  c e n t u r e y ,  h a s  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e
i ns igh t .  ' C r i m i n a l i t y  c e r t a i n l y  appeared  t o
Chr is t  m o r e  o d i o u s  t h a n  t o  h i s
contemporaries. B u t  h e  t r e a t e d  i t  m o r e
l e n i e n t l y.  H e  w h o  t h o u g h t  m o r e  s e r i o u s l y
o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  pronounced i t  c u r a b l e ,  w h i l e
those w h o  t h o u g h t  l e s s  s e r i o u s l y  o f  i t
pronounced i t  i n c u r a b l e ' .

How un fash ionab le  t h a t  i s .

The m o s t  s e l f i s h  t h i n g  I  c a n  d o  i s  t o
condemn peop le  t o  s t a y  t h e  way  t h e y  a r e .

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n g u a b l y  t h e  s t r o n g e s t
and m o s t  s t a r t l i n g  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  N e w
Testament. I t  c o m e s  f r o m  1  C o r i n t h i a n s  6
vv 9 - 1 1 .  ' D o n ' t  b e  u n d e r  a n y  i l l u s i o n  -
n e i t h e r  t h e  i m p u r e ,  t h e  i d o l a t o r  o r  t h e
adu l te re r,  n e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e m i n a t e ,  t h e
perver t ,  o r  t h e  t h i e f ;  n e i t h e r  t h e  s w i n d l e r,
the d r u n k a r d ,  t h e  f o u l - m o u t h e d  o r  t h e
rapacious s h a l l  h a v e  a n y  s h a r e  i n  t h e
kingdom o f  God. A n d  s u c h ,  remember,  w e r e
some o f  y o u .  B u t  y o u  a r e  w a s h e d ,
sanc t i f i ed ,  j u s t i f i e d  i n  C h r i s t ' s  name a n d
by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  God. '

I  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  s t a y  t h e  w a y  I  am, a n d
I  c a n  o f f e r  t h e  same hope  and c e r t a i n t y  t o
others.

This i s  t h e  k i l l e r - i n s t i n c t  i n  t h e  l i f e
o f  t h e  s p i r i t .
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Smith & Jones
by Chris Bagnard-Smith

50 KILOMETRES T O  THE SOUTH o f  P a r i s  l i e s
a med iaeva l  t o w n  named Etampes. Nearby,  i n
the s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y s i d e  i s  a  v i l l a g e
cal led O r m o y  l a  R i v i e r e  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f
which s t a n d s  a n  o l d  f a r m  known a s  L 'Acac ia
-  a f t e r  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  t r e e  i n  i t s
grounds. T h e  f a r m  i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a
chal leng ing a n d  f a s c i n a t i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t
is b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  s h a p e .  I t  i s  a l s o
where w e  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months
(Chris) a n d  f i r s t  o f  s i x  m o n t h s  ( R i c h a r d )
l i v i n g  and  work ing .

L 'A t ten te  i s  t h e  n a m e  g i v e n  t o  t h e
assoc ia t ion  w h i c h  t w o  f a m i l i e s  -  t h e
Gigands a n d  t h e  D u c k e r t s  -  f e l t  l e d  t o
create h e r e .  B o t h  h a v e  a  C h r i s t i a n
commitment, a n d  h a v i n g  b e e n  c l o s e l y
involved i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  M o r a l  Re-Armament
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  f e l t  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  p u t
i n to  p r a c t i c e  some o f  t h e  conc lus ions  t h e y
had reached.

Both f a m i l i e s  h a v e  w o r k e d  a  l o t  w i t h
those w h o ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  -  o f t e n
because o f  d r i n k  p rob lems,  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s
on t h e  m a r g i n s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d
employment a n d  c a u g h t  i n  a  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e
o f  s u f f e r i n g .  O n e  o f  t h e  a i m s  o f L ' A t t e n t e
i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  f r a m e w o r k  whe reby  s u c h
people, a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  c a n  l e a r n  t o
f i nd  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  w i t h o u t
being s h e l t e r e d  f r o m  r e a l i t y  b y  t h e
sometimes f a l s e  s e c u r i t y  o f  c o m m u n i t y
l i f e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  accommodat ion  w i l l
be o r g a n i s e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t
s tud ios,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  come h e r e  w i l l  p a y
a r e n t  a s  t h e y  wou ld  anywhere e l s e .

For m a n y ,  s u c h  a s  o u r s e l v e s ,  t h e
f i n a n c i a l  means necessa ry  f o r  t h i s ,  w i l l  b e
earned b y  w o r k i n g  f o r  G e r a r d  G i g a n d  a n d
Jean-Marc  Ducke r t ' s  b u i l d i n g  f i r m  w h i c h ,  a s
we l l  a s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y
complete r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s ,
w i l l  e a r n  i t s  k e e p  b y  w o r k i n g  f o r  o u t s i d e
c l i en t s .



in France
and Richard Jones

Centra l  t o  t h e  scheme i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t
the pu rpose  o f  w o r k  i s  t o  mee t  r e a l  needs
and f o s t e r  g r o w t h  i n  p e o p l e .  O n  t h e
p r a c t i c a l  s i d e ,  L ' A t t e n t e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r
two o f  s o c i e t y ' s  r e a l  n e e d s  -  employment
and hous ing .  I t  a l s o  a i m s  however,  t o  'meet
the r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  needs a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f
those w h o  c o m e  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e
community h e r e .  A b o v e  a l l ,  i t  i s  a  p l a c e
where i t  i s  hoped t o  d o  t h i n g s  n o t  s o  much
f o r  people a s  w i t h  people.

There a r e  m a n y  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,
once t h e  p r o j e c t  g e t s  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d :
other  s m a l l  f i r m s  m a y  b e  s e t  u p  t o  m e e t
needs i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a ;  o n  t h e
eco log ica l  f r o n t ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  l a n d  m a y  b e
used t o  g r o w  o r g a n i c  vege tab les ;  a n d  i t  i s
hoped t h a t  s o l a r  p o w e r  a n d  h e a t -exchange
systems w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l
p ropor t ion  o f  t h e  e n e r g y  consumed b y  t h o s e
l i v i n g  he re .  I t  i s  a l s o  hoped t h a t  t h e  r o l e
of a r t  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  s o c i e t y  c a n  b e
explored i n  a  m e a n i n g f u l  way.  T h e  p r e s e n t
arrangements h e r e  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  somewhat
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  e n v i s a g e d  f o r  t h e
fu ture ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  t r y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a s
many o f  t h e  b a s i c  i d e a s  a s  poss i b l e .

The f a r m ' s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  i s ,  a t  f i r s t
glance, o n e  o f  d i s a r r a y ,  a s  h a l f  i s  a
bu i ld ing  s i t e  w h e r e  t h e  G i g a n d s '  f u t u r e
home i s  b e i n g  b u i l t .  A t  t h e  moment ,  t h e
Gigands, E l i n  M a s e n  ( a  y o u n g  S w e d i s h
woman) a n d  o u r s e l v e s  l i v e  i n  t h e  o t h e r
h a l f  i n  t h e  s e m i -completed s t u d i o s .  A s  w e
a l l  l i v e  a n d  w o r k  i n  s u c h  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y,
to lerance o f  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  h o n e s t  s e l f -
appraisal  become v e r y  i m p o r t a n t !

We e n j o y  t h e  w o r k  i t s e l f  ( u s u a l l y ! )  a n d
f ind  i t  s a t i s f y i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  G i g a n d s '
house p r o g r e s s  e a c h  d a y.  B u i l d i n g  w o r k  i s
phys ica l l y  v e r y  demand ing  -  y o u  f e e l  i t
each e v e n i n g ,  a n d  a s  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e
pro jec t  i s  s o  v a s t ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  h a r d  t o  s e e
beyond t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  w h a t  o n e  i s  t r y i n g
to c r e a t e .  B u t  t h e n  i s n ' t  t h a t  w h a t  l i f e ' s
a l l  about !?

A l toge ther  o u r  s t a y  h e r e  has  been one  o f
learn ing.  O n  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  o u r
French a n d  o u r  b u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  h a v e
improved, b u t  o n  a  d e e p e r  l e v e l  i t  h a s
been i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  w o r k
and t a l k  w i t h  t h e  peop le  who  have  s a i d  y e s
to  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .

Photos o f  the reroofing, before, during and after -  by
Chris Baynard-Smith

9



Long Road to Recovery
The f o l l o w i n g  i s  w r i t t e n  a s  i t  w a s  t o l d  i n
Fanchgani d u r i n g  t h e  ' t i m e  o f  r e f l e c t i o n ,
hea l ing  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n '  4 t h - 1 4 t h
January 1992.  T h e  speaker  h a s  asked  u s  t o
wi thho ld  h i s  name.

" I  am f r o m  Nagaland a n d  I  am a  r e c o v e r i n g
drug a d d i c t  and  a l c o h o l i c .

In 1 9 7 9 ,  w h e n  I  w a s  1 2  y e a r s  o f  a g e  I
experienced m y  f i r s t  d r u g s  a n d  d r i n k s .  M y
main reasons  f o r  g o i n g  i n t o  d r u g s  was  f e a r
o f  r e j e c t i o n  b y  f r i e n d s  -  i f  I  d i d n ' t  t a k e
drugs, m y  f r i e n d s  w o u l d  r e j e c t  m e .  T h e
other  w a s  c u r i o s i t y .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  f e w
years i t  w a s  r e a l l y  f u n .  I  t h o u g h t  I  f o u n d
the a n s w e r  f o r  a l l  m y  p r o b l e m s  -  f e a r s ,
pr ide and  e v e r y t h i n g .

But I  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  b y
1981 I  h a d  become  a  f u l l y - f l e d g e d  d r u g
addict .  B y  1982  I  h a d  t o  g i v e  u p  s c h o o l .  I
j us t  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  I  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t i n u e  m y
school ing. I  g o t  i n t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f
t roubles.

'83 -  t h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  m y  m a j o r
drawbacks i n  m y  l i f e .  I n  ' 8 3 ,  d u e  t o
excessive u s e  o f  ma r i j uana  and  a l c o h o l  a n d
cough s y r u p s  a n d  a l l  k i n d s  o f  d r u g s ,  I
found t h a t  I  s t a r t e d  h a v i n g  s t r o k e s ,
f a i n t i n g  -  I  f o r g o t  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  memory
was r e a l l y  p a i n f u l  f o r  me.

I  w a s  t a k e n  f o r  t r e a t m e n t ,  t o  Madras f o r
brainscanning. When I  g o t  b a c k  t o  Nagaland,
I  h a d  t h a t  m a j o r  f e a r  i n  m e  t h a t  p e o p l e
w i l l  r e j e c t  m e  n o w  -  t h i s  i s  t h e  end .  I ' m
an e p i l e p t i c  a n d  I  f e l t  I  w a s  r e j e c t e d
among f r i e n d s  and s o c i e t y.

With t h a t  g r e a t  e x c u s e ,  I  w e n t  v e r y
heav i ly  i n t o  a l c o h o l .  ( I  f o u n d  I  c o u l d n ' t
take m a r i j u a n a  a n y  m o r e ,  I  w e n t  c r a z y . )
Without a l c o h o l  I  c o u l d n ' t  g o  t o  a  s h o p  t o
buy a  b o x  o f  matches  f o r  m y s e l f  -  e v e n  a
pack o f  c i g a r e t t e s .  I  f o u n d  I  w a s  g o i n g
crazy. I  f e l t  a s  i f  w a l l s  w e r e  c o m i n g  t o
squeeze me and  t a k e  my l i f e  -  a l l  s o r t s  o f
ha l l uc ina t i ons  and  t h i n g s  happened.

I t  w a s  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 9 8 9  -  I  c a l l  t h i s  a
f a t e f u l  y e a r.  I n  ' 8 9 ,  d u e  t o  a  ' m i s s '  i n  m y
arm -  I  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  s c a r s  -  I  f o u n d  I
had l a n d e d  u p  i n  h o s p i t a l ,  h e l p l e s s ,
unconscious -  a n d  i t  w a s  i n  b e d  i n
hosp i t a l  t h a t  a l l  m y  l i f e  c a m e  t o  m e .  I

was t a k e n  t o  h o s p i t a l ,  h e l p l e s s ,  t o t a l l y
powerless, I  h a d  h e r o i n  i n  m y  p o c k e t  b u t
my a r m  w a s  p a r a l y s e d ,  a n d  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w
how t o  t a k e  i t  i n  my l e f t  arm.

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w h e n  m y  a r m  w a s
being o p e r a t e d  o n  -  t h e  s t i n k  w a s  s o
great ,  m y  a r m  w a s  g e t t i n g  r o t t e n  ( s e v e n
minutes l a t e r ,  t h e  d o c t o r  s a i d ,  a n d  m y  a r m
would h a v e  been amputa ted)  -  I  w a s  s t r u c k
that  t i m e ,  I  w a s  r e a l l y  s t r u c k .  I  s t a r t e d
fee l ing ,  maybe t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  hope .  I t  w a s
when I  s a w  my  Mum. T h e  s t i n k  was  s o  g r e a t
everyone i n  t h e  r oom  h a d  t o  l e a v e  -  t h e y
couldn' t  s t a n d  t h e  s m e l l .  E x c e p t  f o r  m y
Mum w h o  I  h a d  t e r r o r i z e d  f o r  n i n e  y e a r s ,
cheating, l y i n g ,  c o n n i n g ,  e v e n  b r e a k i n g
th ings  a t  home, s e l l i n g  f a m i l y  p r o p e r t i e s ,
a l l  my  c l o t h e s  ( t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  h a d  w a s  a
d i r t y  p a i r  o f  j eans ,  a  v e r y  d i r t y  c o l o u r e d
s h i r t ,  a n d  a  b r o w n  m u f f l e r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I
had -  a n d  a  p a i r  o f  chappe l s  ( s a n d a l s ) )  -
and i t  w a s  t h a t  t i m e  w h e n  I  s a w  m y  Mum,
she w a s  h o l d i n g  m y  l e f t  l e g ,  s h e  w a s  n o t
looking a t  m y  a rm,  b u t  s h e  w a s  c r y i n g  a n d
praying f o r  m e ,  a n d  h e r  t e a r s  w e r e
dr ipp ing  o n  my l e f t  l e g .

That t i m e  I  made  a  d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  w a s
the t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  m y  l i f e .  I  t h o u g h t  I
wouldn' t  s u r v i v e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  maybe
th i s  i s  t h e  end, b u t  b e f o r e  my l i f e  ends,  I
would l i k e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  g o o d  f o r  m y
Mum. I  w i l l  s a y  y e s  t o  p l e a s e  m y  Mum,
everyth ing,  a n y t h i n g .  S h e  s u g g e s t e d ,  ' d o
you w a n t  t o  g o  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ? '  I  s a i d
OK a n d  A p r i l  2 1 s t  1 9 8 9  I  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o
rehab.

I  expec ted  a n  i n s t a n t  r e c o v e r y  -  o n e  o r
two m o n t h s  I  t h o u g h t  o f  s t a y i n g  i n .  I
thought I  wou ld  r e c o v e r  a n d  come b a c k  a n d
enjoy l i f e  -  b u t  t h a t  w a s  n o t  s o .  I  h a d  t o
undergo e i g h t  m o n t h s  o f  t o u g h  t r e a t m e n t .
I t  w a s  a  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d ,
not t h e  k i n d  d o c t o r s  g i v e .  I t  w a s  a
programme c a l l e d  ' Tw e l v e  s t e p s  o f  l i v i n g '
A lcohol ics  A n o n y m o u s  p r o g r a m m e .  A n d
fo l l ow ing  t h a t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  I  h a d  t o  come
to Bombay f o r  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  a g a i n  t o  G o a
fo r  e i g h t  months,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .

In a l l  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  I  h a d
discovered many t h i n g s  d u r i n g  my  t r e a t m e n t
months. T w o  t h i n g s  I  v a l u e  t o d a y.  O n e  i s
that  p a i n  i s  a  b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e ;
because t h a t  p a i n  m o t i v a t e d  m e  t o  change.
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fi Prager
Without t h a t  p a i n  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h ,  I
th ink i t  w o u l d  have  been i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me
to g o  100% i n t o  t r y i n g  t h e  new way  o f  l i f e
that  I  t r i e d .  A n d  i t  w o r k s .  T h e  o t h e r  i s
persistance.

Today p h y s i c a l l y  I  m a y  b e  a n  e p i l e p t i c ,
wi th  w e a k  e y e s i g h t ,  m e n t a l l y  i m b a l a n c e d ,
emot iona l ly  s e n s i t i v e  a s  a  c h i l d ,
s p i r i t u a l l y  s t i l l  a n  i n f a n t ,  a c a d e m i c a l l y  a
dropout f r o m  s c h o o l ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y
t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  m y  p a r e n t s  -  b u t
today I  h a v e  someth ing  o f  g r e a t  v a l u e ,  t h e
memory o f  m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e
s t ronges t  de fence  God h a s  g i v e n  me a g a i n s t
drugs and  d r i n k s .

One t h i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  me
to remember i s  t h a t  I  a m  a n  a l c o h o l i c  a n d
a d r u g  a d d i c t  -  a n d  t h e  momen t  t h a t  I
s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I  d i d  i t  o n  m y  o w n ,
tha t  i s  t h e  t i m e  I  w i l l  f a l l  a n d  I  m a y
never come back .  I  m u s t  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t
God d i d  i t  f o r  me;  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  b y  t h e
grace o f  God ,  i t ' s  n o t  m y  o w n  d o i n g .  M y
s e c u r i t y  a g a i n s t  d r u g s  a n d  a l c o h o l  w i l l
come o n e  d a y  a t  a  t i m e  f r o m  God, t h r o u g h
help ing o t h e r s  l i k e  m e .  T h a t  i s  o n e  v e r y
s t rong  p o i n t  t h a t  I  f e e l  I  need  t o  commi t
mysel f  t o .  H e l p i n g  d r u g  a d d i c t s  l i k e  m e
back i n  Nagaland. Everywhere  I  may be .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d  s o m e t h i n g ,  f r o m  a
prayer  o f  Gandh i j i :  ' t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r a y e r  i s
the c r y  o f  a  r epen tan t  h e a r t ' . "

The speaker i s  now a counsellor f o r  drug addicts and
works in  a rehabilitation centre in Nagaland,

QuoTations

'Purpose i s  w h a t  g i v e s  l i f e  a  meaning— a
dr i f t ing  boat  a lways d r i f t s  down stream.'

Charles P a n k h u r s t ,  T h e  P a t t e r n  i n  t h e
Mount and o ther  Sermons

'The h e l l  t o  be  endured h e r e a f t e r,  o f  which
theology t e l l s ,  i s  n o  worse  t h a n  t h e  h e l l
we make  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  b y
habitual ly fashioning o u r  characters  i n  t h e
wrong way. '
William James, The  Pr inciples o f  Psychology

Almighty  God and  F a t h e r  o f  u s  a l l ,

Have mercy  o n  t h i s  t r o u b l e d  w o r l d  o f  o u r s

We a r e  a  p i l g r i m  peop le ,

Men o f  c l a y,

Capt ives o f  o u r  own g r e e d  and  f r a i l i t y .

And y e t ,

We a r e  t h e  w o r k  o f  y o u r  hands.

You have  made u s  i n  y o u r  own image

And we b e a r  w i t h i n  u s

Your s p i r i t  o f  l i f e ,

The seeds  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y.

Give u s ,  w e  p r a y,

A s t ronger  f a i t h

So t h a t  we  may walk  j o y o u s l y  i n t o  t h e

unknown,

An unshakeable  hope

So t h a t  w e  may c o m f o r t  t h e  despa i r i ng ,

And a  l o v e

As v a s t  a s  a l l  t h e  oceans

So t h a t  w e  may h o l d  a l l  mankind

In o u r  h e a r t s .

A l l  p o w e r f u l  God,

Look i n  y o u r  l o v e  upon u s ,  y o u r  p i l g r i m

people,

As we  s t r u g g l e  t o w a r d s  you.

Be o u r  f o o d  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y,

Our w i n e  f o r  r e j o i c i n g ,

Our l i g h t  i n  t h e  darkness,

And o u r  welcome a t  h e  j o u r n e y ' s  end.

Sheila Cassidy
f rom h e r  book ,  P r a y e r  f o r  P i l g r i m s ,
p u b l i s h e d  b y  F o u n t  P a p e r b a c k s
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Tea with Attila
ATTILA T H E  HUN a n d  a  l a r g e  b u n c h  o f  h i s
f r iends  caused  r a t h e r  a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  o n
the i r  e x t e n d e d  E u r o p e a n  v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e
5th C e n t u r y  A D .  C i v i l i z e d  R o m a n s  w e r e
shocked a t  t h e  f e r o c i t y  a n d  c r u e l t y  o f
t h i s  s t r a n g e  l o o k i n g  h o r d e  o f  a s i a t i c s ,  s o
barbar ic  t h a t  t h e y  o w n e d  n o  s l a v e s ,  h a d
never b e e n  t o  a  g o o d  g l a d i a t o r  f i g h t ,  a n d
u n f a i r l y  f o u g h t  o n  h o r s e b a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e
poor, de fence less  Roman l e g i o n a r i e s .

There w e r e  o t h e r  b a r b a r i a n s  o f  c o u r s e ,
the G e r m a n s  f o r  e x a m p l e .  T h e y ,  h o w e v e r ,
qu ick ly  became Romanized, We s t e r n i z e d  a n d
s e t t l e d  down i n t e g r a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  Europe.
Odovacer a n d  A e t i u s ,  t h e  g r e a t  G e r m a n
war lords i n  f a c t  l o s t  t h e i r  B a r b a r i a n
s t a t u s  a n d  became r u l e r s  o f  t h e  c r u m b l i n g
Roman E m p i r e  i t s e l f .  T h e  I t a l i a n s  t h o u g h t
the Germans w e r e  a l r i g h t ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e y
were g o o d  a t  f o o t b a l l ,  b u t  t h e  Huns? T h e y
were comple te  n u t t e r s !

The Germans  succumbed t o  t h e  l u r e  o f
Roman, Wes te rn  c u l t u r e  -  t h e y  l i k e d  Pizzas,
A t t i l a  d i d  n o t .  H e  d i e d  a  b a r b a r i a n ,  a n
i n s u l t i n g  t e r m  w e  We s t e r n e r s  h a v e  a l w a y s
used t o  d e s c r i b e  p e o p l e  who  c l i n g  t o  t h e i r
own c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  o u r s .  A t t i l a
bled t o  d e a t h  o n  t h e  p l a i n s  o f  c e n t r a l
Europe, h i s  b o d y  l a i d  o u t  i n  a  s i l k  t e n t
whi le  h i s  l o y a l  A s i a n  H o r s e  w a r r i o r s  r o d e
round, s i n g i n g  h i s  f u n e r a l  s o n g  a n d
d i s f i g u r i n g  t h e i r  f a c e s  w i t h  c u t s  s o  t h a t
t h e i r  b l o o d  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e i r
beloved l e a d e r .  A t t i l a  w a s  A s i a n  a n d  h e
died a n  As ian .

Yet f o r  t h a t  v e r y  r e a s o n  h e  h a s  a l w a y s
been c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  c l a s s i c ,
Barbarian, e n e m y  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r l d .
Throughout h i s t o r y  t h e  name o f  A t t i l a  h a s
s i g n i f i e d  d e a t h ,  t e r r o r ,  h o r r o r ,  r a p e  a n d
carnage. F o r  c e n t u r i e s  i n  Western  p o r t r a i t s
A t t i l a  w a s  p o r t r a y e d  a s  t h e  d e v i l  h i m s e l f
w i th  dog ' s  e a r s  and  g o a t ' s  horns.

The n i c e  f r i e n d l y  G e r m a n  b a r b a r i a n s
meanwhile became  l o c a l  h e r o e s  c e l e b r a t e d
in l egend ,  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  even  u n b e l i e v a b l y
-  o p e r a .  I f  t h e r e  e v e r  w a s  a  G e r m a n
Barbarian c a l l e d  S i e g f r i e d ,  a n d  i f  w e  c o u l d
br ing  h i m  f o r w a r d  i n  t i m e  t o  s e e  h o w  h i s
murderous, b l o o d y  c a r e e r  w a s  p o r t r a y e d  i n
Wagner's R i n g  C y c l e ,  w h a t  w o u l d  h i s
reac t ion  b e ?  H e  w o u l d  s e e  h i m s e l f
por t rayed a s  a  g l o r i o u s  a n d  c h i v a l r o u s

Knight a n d  h e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  d i e  l a u g h i n g .
" Wha t ' s  t h i s  a b o u t  r e s c u i n g  a  f a i r  l a d y, "
he w o u l d  s a y ,  "  I  t h o u g h t  I  r a p e d  t h e m
a l l ! "

A f e l l o w  German B a r b a r i a n ,  Char lemagne,
gained a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  image.  Charlemagne,
a m a n  w h o  c a s u a l l y  b u t c h e r e d  h i s  w a y
through t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e
became t h e  H o l y  Roman Empero r  c rowned b y
the Pope a s  God 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o n  e a r t h .
God I ' m  s u r e  m u s t  h a v e  d i e d  l a u g h i n g  a t
tha t !

A t t i l a  w a s  n o t  a  n i c e  p e r s o n  I  m u s t
admit; p e o p l e  w h o  k i l l  t h e i r  o w n  b r o t h e r s
and encourage t h e i r  men t o  c o l l e c t  seve red
heads r a r e l y  a r e .  Y e t  We s t e r n  h i s t o r y  h a s
decreed t h a t  A t t i l a  w a s  a  d e v i l  a n d
Charlemagne a  s a i n t  -  w h y ?  A d m i t t e d l y
Charlemagne w a s  c a p a b l e  o f  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  s o
was A t t i l a .

A r a r e  r e p o r t  h a s  s u r v i v e d  w r i t t e n  b y
Priscus, a  Roman envoy  t o  A t t i l a  i n  AD 445.
He had  a  d r i n k  w i t h  A t t i l a  and  even  s t a y e d
f o r  d i n n e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  P r i s c u s ,  A t t i l a
was c o u r t e o u s  a n d  s e r v e d  h i m  w i t h  v e r y
nice w i n e  ( c h a t e a u  M o n g o l i a  p e r h a p s )
served i n  g o l d  a n d  s i l v e r  cups .  A t t i l a  w a s
to b e  f o u n d  s i t t i n g  o n  a  couch i n  f r o n t  o f
h is  b e d  w h i c h  w a s  d r a p e d  w i t h  o r n a t e  f i n e
l inen.

According t o  P r i s c u s ,  A t t i l a  w a s  a  s e l f -
d i sc ip l i ned  a n d  u n p r e t e n t i o u s  m a n  d r e s s e d
simply w i t h o u t  o r n a m e n t a t i o n ,  a  m a n  w h o
Priscus c l a i m s  l o o k e d  o n  h i s  c h i l d r e n  w i t h
gent le  e y e s .  T h e  Romans w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d
wi th  a  sump tuous  b a n q u e t  a n d  t h e  men o f
the W e s t e r n  E m p i r e  w e r e  t o a s t e d  b y  t h e
Huns.

A t t i l a  w a s  c l e a r l y  n o  d e v i l ,  h e  w a s
ru th less ,  b u t  a l s o  a  g r e a t  c h a r i s m a t i c
leader w h o  u n i t e d  t h e  w a r r i n g  h u n  t r i b e s
in to  o n e  n a t i o n ,  a  g r e a t  ach ievmen t .  T h e
West h a s  n e v e r  unde rs tood  t h a t ;  w e  d i d  n o t
understand A t t i l a  because  h e  came f r o m  a
very d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e ,  a  c u l t u r e  s t r o n g
enough t o  r e s i s t  Wes te rn i za t i on .  H e  w a s  i n
our xenophobic  eyes,  a  no-good f o r e i g n e r.

Charlemagne w a s  a  E u r o p e a n  K i n g
the re fo re  h e  w a s  g r e a t  a n d  n o b l e ;  A t t i l a
was a n  A s i a n  K i n g  t h e r e f o r e  h e  was  savage
and b a r b a r i c .  S i m p l e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  i t !  Ye t  i n
r e a l i t y  was  h e  a n y  worse  t h a n  u s ?

Ago.,

,dook,
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by Andrew Smith
The f a l l  o f  R o m a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w a s

l a r g e l y  o u r  o w n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w e
Europeans b r o u g h t  i t  c r a s h i n g  down o n  o u r
own heads .  Y e t  A t t i l a  a n d  h i s  h o r d e  t o o k
much o f  t h e  b lame.  I t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o  b lame
others  f o r  t h e  w r o n g s  o f  t h e  w o r l d
espec ia l l y  w h e n  t h a t  o t h e r  p e r s o n  b e l o n g s
to a  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e ,  f a i t h  o r  c u l t u r e .
A t t i l a  was  a  scapegoat  f o r  o u r  own s i n s .

What h y p o c r i t e s  w e  c a n  b e  i n  t h e  Wes t .
Throughout h i s t o r y  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  been  i n
the r i g h t ,  y e t  h a v e  caused  more  w a r s  t h a n
anyone. W e  b l a m e  o t h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  f o r
the e v i l s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  o u r
own g l o r i o u s  ach ievments  -  l i k e  c r e a t i n g  a
g i g a n t i c  h o l e  i n  t h e  O z o n e  l a y e r !  W e
refuse t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a p p r e c i a t e  o t h e r
peoples' c u l t u r e s ,  i n s t e a d  w e  f o r c e  o u r  own
c u l t u r e  o n  t h e m ,  c o n f i d e n t  i n  i t ' s
s u p e r i o r i t y  -  w e  c a n  b e  t e r r i b l y  s e l f -
r ighteous.

One Roman e n v o y  r e f u s e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t
h is  Emperor  t o  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Huns, " I
cannot compare  God w i t h  y o u , "  h e  s a i d .  T o
the Roman t h e  Empero r  w a s  g o d ,  t h e  H u n s
were s c u m .  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y  t h e  H u n s  w e r e
outraged b y  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  a n d  h e r e  l i e s  a
good r e a s o n  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  s o  a n t i -
Western.

S i m i l a r l y  M o s l e m s  t o d a y  f e e l  t h e  s a m e
sense o f  o u t r a g e  a t  t h e  h a u g h t y  s e l f -
r ighteousness o f  P a x  A m e r i c a n a ,  t h e  n e w
Rome. A t t i l a  l i e s  d e a d  a n d  i n  h i s  p l a c e
l i e s  Saddam Husse in ,  a  new d e v i l  -  y e t  t h e
West s t i l l  d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  c a u s e s
hat red t h r o u g h  i t ' s  l a c k  o f  unde rs tand ing .
God i s  s t i l l  f i r m l y  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  o u r  new
leg iona r ies  -  t h e  US mar ines  and  w h a t e v e r
we d o  i s  a l w a y s  r i g h t .  We may t r y  t o  he lp ,
but y o u  c a n  o n l y  t r u l y  h e l p  i f  y o u  t r u l y
understand, o t h e r w i s e  i t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o
create more  h a t r e d  a n d  h o s t i l i t y .

I  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  r e c e n t l y
w i th  some Canadian f r i e n d s .  I  w a s  shocked
to d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e y  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  a l l
Moslems a n d  A r a b s  t o  b e  t e r r o r i s t s  i n t e n t
on w o r l d  dom ina t i on .  T h e y  b l i n d l y  s e e  t h e
excesses o f  t h e  A y a t o l l a h ,  G a d d a f i  a n d
Saddam H u s s e i n  a n d  a s s u m e  t h e  w h o l e
Moslem w o r l d  t o  b e  e v i l .

In t h e  s a m e  w a y  A t t i l a  w a s  t o  t h e
Romans c l e a r  ev i dence  o f  t h e  b a r b a r i t y  o f
the w h o l e  o f  A s i a .  We i n  t h e  West  n e e d  t o

be d i s c e r n i n g ,  w e  mus t  s t o p  c r i t i c i z i n g  and
condemning a n d  s t a r t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d
learn ing.  We need t h e  h u m i l i t y  t o  recogn ize
our o w n  v e r y  g r e a t  m i s t a k e s ,  t o  b e
apo loget ic  f o r  t h e  h a r m  w e  h a v e  d o n e  t o
o ther  c u l t u r e s .  We  n e e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e
are b e a u t i f u l  a n d  n o b l e  c u l t u r e s  t h e  w o r l d
over.

When w i l l  w e  W e s t e r n e r s  s e e  t h e  t r u e
p o t e n t i a l  g r e a t n e s s  o f  I s l a m  o r  Buddh ism
or H i n d u i s m ?  When w i l l  w e  l e a r n  o f  t h e
cu l tu re ,  f a i t h  a n d  d e e p  m o r a l i t y  o f  m a n y
Asians? W h e n  w i l l  w e  l e a r n  t h a t  t h i s
planet  i s  n o t  o u r s  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  l i k e
with? M i l l i o n s  o f  peop le ,  h a l f  t h e  w o r l d  d o
not w a n t  t o  a c c e p t  o u r  W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e ,
even o u r  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  Y e t  w e  m u s t
learn t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e m ,  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m
and w o r k  w i t h  t h e m  i f  w e  a r e  t o  h a v e  a n y
chance o f  b u i l d i n g  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  a n d  w e
must d o  s o  now.

There i s  g r e a t  e v i l  a n d  g r e a t  g o o d  i n
a l l  c i v i l i z a t i o n s .  L e t  u s  l e a r n  i n  a l l
h u m i l i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  g o o d  i n  e a c h
other.  P e r h a p s  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  A t t i l a  a n d
his R o m a n  e n e m i e s  w a n d e r i n g  o l d
b a t t l e f i e l d s  o n  t h e  g r a s s l a n d s  o f  Hungary
would r e s t  p e a c e f u l l y  i f  t h e y  k n e w  t h e
long b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
was coming t o  a n  end.

5 uch_ a rt.; c e
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Steeling Industry
'PERESTROIKA', ' R E -STRUCTURING', ' m a r k e t -
economy' a r e  b u z z  w o r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  b r o k e n
in to  o u r  l e x i c o n .  T h e y  i n d i c a t e  a  p r o c e s s
of  change i n  response  t o  t h e  cha l l enges  o f
i ndus t r y  a n d  t h e  economy. One  o f  t h e  m o s t
successfu l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g
occurred i n  t h e  L l a n w e r n  s t e e l w o r k s  i n
South Wa l e s  1 1  y e a r s  a g o .  I t  became ' t h e
standard o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e
B r i t i s h  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n ' ,  a n d  a t t r a c t e d
wor ld -w ide  a t t e n t i o n .

In 1 9 7 9 ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t -owned B r i t i s h
Steel  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( B S C )  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  o f
B r i t a i n ' s  s t e e l  p r o d u c t i o n .  Y e t ,  i n  t h a t
year t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  w a s  l o s i n g  £ 2  m i l l i o n
per d a y.  O b v i o u s l y  n o  economy c o u l d  s t a n d
such wastage.

For t h r e e  decades,  demand f o r  s t e e l  h a d
slowed, a s  m o r e  n a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e
went i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s e l l i n g  o n  t h e
world m a r k e t .  O b s o l e t e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d
working- p r a c t i c e s  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e
c r i s i s  i n  B r i t i s h  S t e e l .  Management, backed
by Government ,  h a d  s t a r t e d  c l o s i n g  l o s s -
making p l a n t s .  I n  1 8  mon ths  d u r i n g  1978 /9 ,
eleven w e r e  c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f
120,000 s t e e l w o r k e r ' s  j o b s  a n d  m a n y  m o r e
in a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  c o a l
mining.

Llanwern s t e e l w o r k s ,  a l t h o u g h  a
modernised p l a n t ,  w a s  o n  t h e  l i s t  f o r
closure. I t s  r e c o r d  w a s  b a d ;  i t  h a d  n e v e r
turned i n  a  p r o f i t  s i n c e  i t s  o p e n i n g  i n
1962. Y e t  f r o m  m i d -1980,  w i t h o u t  a  p e n n y
of  n e w  i n v e s t m e n t ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  s t a r t e d  t o
improve. What  b r o u g h t  t h i s  abou t?

To a l l  w h o  a n a l y s e d  t h e  deve lopment ,  i t
was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  been  a  change  i n
a t t i t u d e s  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w a s  a  t r a n s -
format ion i n  per formance.

The t h e n -Chairman o f  B S C ,  S i r  I a n
Macgregor v i s i t e d  t h e  p l a n t  a n d  w a s  s o
impressed w i t h  w h a t  h e  s a w ,  t h a t  h e
ordered a  r e p r i e v e  f r o m  c l o s u r e .
Questioned l a t e r ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  changes
in L l a n w e r n  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i t s
employees a n d  m a n a g e r s  ' l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e
abyss a n d  n o t  l i k i n g  wha t  t h e y  saw'.

Yet a  t h r e a t  t o  l i v e l i h o o d  a l o n e  c o u l d
not h a v e  p r o d u c e d  t h e  r e s u l t .  M a n y  o t h e r
i ndus t r i es  f a c e d  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n
went u n d e r .  A  c r e a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  d a n g e r
was o n l y  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  managemen t ,
labour, gove rnmen t  a n d  c u s t o m e r s  a c c e p t e d
a s h a r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l
s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h u s  i m p l i c i t l y ,  f o r  t h e
creat ion  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  F i n g e r - p o i n t i n g
and b l a m e -appo r t i on i ng  w e r e  o u t  -  l a r g e l y
due t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  a  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s
who w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r
energies o n  w o r k i n g  u n i t e d l y  f o r  a
so lu t ion .

„ M i l k

A d e t a i l e d  s u r v i v a l  p l a n ,  c o d e -named
Sl im l ine  had  a l r e a d y  been  d r a w n  u p  b y  BSC
management. I t  w a s  d r a s t i c .  H a l f  t h e  9 0 0 0
work- f o r c e  w e r e  t o  become redundan t ,  ( w i t h
generous s e v e r e n c e  p a y ) ,  a n d  u n h e a r d - o f
f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  o u t p u t  w a s  t o  b e  demanded
of  t h o s e  w h o  r e m a i n e d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o
guarantee t h a t  i t  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  c l o s u r e ,
and e v e r y o n e  k n e w  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  o n l y  b e
success fu l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  t h e
cooperat ion o f  t h e  work fo rce .

Sohn F o l e y ,  S o u t h  W a l e s  r e g i o n a l
sec re ta ry  o f  t h e  m a i n  s t e e l w o r k e r s '  u n i o n ,
put t h e i r  d i l emma c l e a r l y .  ' T h e  u n i o n  h a d
three o p t i o n s .  T h e  F i r s t  w a s  t o  l i e  d o w n , ' " ,
and d i e .  T h e  s e c o n d  w a s  t o  d i g  i n  a n d
oppose t h e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  t h i r d  w a s  t o
grapp le  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  b y  i n v o l v i n g -

14 Llanwern Steel Works



Story of 111111 N o  26
ourse lves i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e .  W e
s e t t l e d  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  o p t i o n . '

The f a c t  t h a t  S l i m l i n e  w a s  imp lemen ted
wi thou t  d e l a y  o r  d i s r u p t i o n  u n d o u b t e d l y
saved L l a n w e r n  s t e e l w o r k s .  P l a n s  f o r
c losure w e r e  p o s t p o n e d  a s  p r o d u c t i v i t y
rose f r o m  1 0  t o  3 . 2 7  man-hou rs  p e r  t o n n e
of  s t e e l  .

As imp ress i ve  a s  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  w a s  t h e
s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  s u c h  r a d i c a l  changes  w e r e
car r ied  o u t .  T h e  T i m e s  wro te ,  'Management -
union r e l a t i o n s h i p s  have  n e v e r  been b e t t e r ,
c r a f t  a n d  p rocess - w o r k e r  demarka t ion  l i n e s
have d i s s o l v e d  a n d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d
determinat ion t o  s u c c e e d  i s  e v i d e n t
everywhere. T h e  v i g o u r  a n d  v i t a l i t y ,  w h i c h
i s  a l m o s t  t a n g i b l e ,  s e e m s  p a r a d o x i c a l  a t  a
time w h e n  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y  i s
exper ienc ing i t s  d e e p e s t  c r i s i s  s i n c e  t h e
t h i r t i e s . '

David W i l l i a m s ,  W o r k e r  D i r e c t o r
( represent ing  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  o n  t h e  B o a r d )
at L l a n w e r n ,  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
nego t ia t i ng  S l i m l i n e  a t  p l a n t  l e v e l .  H e
summed u p  h i s  t e a m ' s  v i e w  o f  t h e i r
mission: ' F a c e d  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  c l osu re ,
we t r a d e  u n i o n s  a t  L l a n w e r n  a r e  p r e p a r e d
to accep t  o u r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b lame  f o r  w h a t
has gone  w r o n g  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  o u r  s h a r e
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e  i n
the f u t u r e ,  b y  h e l p i n g  a c h i e v e  c u s t o m e r
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  o f
qua l i t y,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  d e l i v e r y ,  s e r v i c e  a n d
pr ice ' .

L is ten ing  t o  t h e s e  words ,  a t  a  s p e c i a l l y -
convened w o r k i n g  d i n n e r  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  w a s  a
unique a u d i e n c e  o f  m a n a g e r s ,  t r a d e
un ion i s t s  a n d  cus tomers  o f  t h e  Sou th  Wales
s t e e l  i n d u s t r y.  T h e  s t o r y  o f  how t h e y  came
to b e  d i n i n g  t o g e t h e r  i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f
the e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s p i r i t  a b r o a d  a t  t h e
time.

At t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t e e l
s t r i k e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 0 ,  a  L l a n w e r n
computer o p e r a t o r  a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n  b r a n c h
secre tary,  G w i l y m  J e n k i n s ,  t e l e p h o n e d
Harold W i l l i a m s ,  a  l o c a l  s t e e l  s t o c k i s t  a n d
spokesman o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h
Indus t ry,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e y  m e e t  t o  d i s c u s s
the f u t u r e  o f  L lanwern.  T h e y  had  n e v e r  me t
before.

Wi l l iams w a s  i n i t i a l l y  t a k e n  a b a c k  b u t ,
to  h i s  c r e d i t ,  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  h e  u s e d  t h e
occasion t o  e x p r e s s  c o n s i d e r a b l e
f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  s t e e l w o r k s '  pe r fo rmance

GvilysJedins
-  p o o r  q u a l i t y ,  l a t e  d e l i v e r i e s  e t c .
However J e n k i n s  p e r s u a d e d  h i m  t o  m e e t
some c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y
prompted h i m  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  w o r k i n g
dinner.  T o  i t  h e  i n v i t e d  o t h e r  d i s s a t i s f i e d
customers. ' W e  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  w h y  w e  n o
longer  b u y  y o u r  s t e e l  a n d  y o u  c a n  t e l l  u s
why w e  s h o u l d ,  h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e
Llanwern men.

During 1 9 8 0 - 8 1  s e v e r a l  s u c h  m e e t i n g s
took p lace .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  months  Jenk ins
watched t h e  o r d e r s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o
h is  compute r  p r i n t - o u t s .

This a u d a c i o u s  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f
Jenkins s t e m m e d  f r o m  a  d e e p  c h a n g e
towards p e o p l e  a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  s p e c t r u m .  A l w a y s  a  c o n v i n c e d
s o c i a l i s t  -  a n d  ' b r o u g h t  u p  t o  b e l i e v e  y o u
did n o t  e v e n  s i t  n e x t  t o  a  To r y,  l e t  a l o n e
t a l k  t o  o n e '  h e  f o u n d  h i s  ' t h e m  a n d  u s '
view b e i n g  shaken  when,  i n  t h e  m i d -1970s,
he m e t  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  w h o  w e r e  a s
concerned a s  h e  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  w o r k
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

However, i t  w a s  a  s h o c k  w h e n  i n  e a r l y
1980, s o m e  f r i e n d s  a s k e d  h i m  t o  m e e t  a n
MP o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o
discuss i n f o r m a l l y  t h e  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  s t e e l
indus t ry.  H i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e
i n v i t a t i o n  -  a n d  t o  s e t  a s i d e  h i s  h a t r e d
of  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  -  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
of  a  c h a i n - r e a c t i o n  w h i c h  l e d  J e n k i n s  t o
play a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  w i t h i n  t h e  t e a m
which he lped  save  t h e  L lanwern  s tee lwo rks .

The c l e a r  message i s  t h a t  a  deep  enough
change i n  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  w i l l s  o f  a  f e w
can m a k e  a n  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  a
great  m a n y.  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g
begins.

by Rex Ding



Time for prayer
IN O U R  MODERN WORLD w e  s e l d o m  l e a v e
ourselves t i m e  t o  t h i n k ,  l e t  a l o n e  t o  p ray ;
a f a s t  l i f e  r e q u i r e s  r a p i d  dec is ions .

What p a r t  s h o u l d  p r a y e r  p l a y  i n  o u r
d a i l y  l i v e s ?  I f  we  d o  n o t  e v e n  know how t o
decide when  t o  p r a y,  t h e n  h o w  c a n  w e  u s e
prayer  a s  a  means o f  d e c i s i o n  making.

St C l e m e n t  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  o n c e  w r o t e
that :  " P r a y e r  i s  keep ing  company w i t h  God."

Imagine w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  l i f e  w i t h  a
f r i end  b e s i d e  y o u  w h o  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  a t
c a l l  t o  b o t h  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e
cannot, a n d  t o  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e  w i l l
not a s k  o u r s e l v e s ;  t o  o f f e r  i d e a s ,  a n d
what's m o r e ,  t o  s h a r e  h i s  o w n  s t r e n g t h
when c a l l e d  t o  d o  s o .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  t o o
simple a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  God,  c e r t a i n l y  i t
i s  o n l y  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  a  m a n y - f a c e t e d
Jewel. H o w e v e r  i f  p r a y e r  i s  k e e p i n g
company w i t h  o u r  God,  t h e n  w h a t  c o u l d  b e

more n a t u r a l  t h a n  t a l k i n g  t o  Him abou t  o u r
l ives ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t  i n c l u d i n g  H i m  i n  t h e
decis ions w e  t ake .

Below, a r e  some q u o t a t i o n s  I  h a v e  n o t e d
down o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p r a y e r.

"Pray a s  y o u  c a n  and n o t  a s  y o u  c a n ' t . "

Abbott John Chapman

"0 God, e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  I  c r y  t o  you .
Help m e  t o  p r a y ,  a n d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  m y
thoughts  o n  you ;  I  canno t  d o  t h i s  a lone . "

D ie t r i ch  Bonhoe f fe r,  f r o m  p r i son .

" I f  a n y  b e  a f f l i c t e d ,  l e t  h i m  p r a y,  a n d  i f
any b e  m e r r y  l e t  h i m  s i n g  Psalms."

James 5 :13

" I  d o  n o t  a s k  t o  s e e  t h e  d i s t a n t  s c e n e ,
one s t e p  enough f o r  me."

Warren Buckley
John Henry  Newman.
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